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The BMA has urged the government to formally guarantee the rights of European citizens in the event of the UK leaving the EU without an agreement next March, after a poll of doctors from other European countries working in the UK showed that more than a third were considering leaving the UK.
A BMA survey of more than 1500 UK based doctors from other European Economic Area countries showed that only 22% were convinced by the prime minister’s verbal commitment to protect the rights of European citizens if a no-deal Brexit occurred. More than a third (35%) said that they were considering moving abroad, although 66% said that they were committed to working in the UK.1
The BMA has urged the government to immediately publish a specific statement guaranteeing that EU citizens’ rights would be retained in the event of a no deal Brexit.
Only 37% of the EEA doctors surveyed were aware of a government pilot scheme,2 starting later this month, that will allow all of them to apply for “settled status” if they wished to stay in the UK after Brexit.
The scheme, which is due to open to all EU nationals from March 2019, is designed to grant settled status to those who have lived in Britain for five years and pre-settled status for those who have lived here for less than five years.
But the BMA said that the government must guarantee that it would be honoured if no Brexit deal were agreed.
The survey asked EEA doctors to list the main factors that might cause them to leave the UK. The top four were the UK’s decision to leave the EU, the current negative attitude towards EU workers in the UK, uncertainty over personal immigration status in the future, and the way the UK government treats EU workers.
The survey, conducted online between September and November 2018, was sent to 6281 EEA doctors and received 1527 valid responses (24%).
Chaand Nagpaul, the BMA’s chair of council, said, “While the government has offered to ‘honour their commitments,’ these survey results show that EU doctors are not at all convinced that their rights will be protected should we crash out of the bloc without a deal. We need a firm, formal guarantee from the prime minister outlining how their rights will be safeguarded in this scenario.”
Gregory Wiszniowski, a Polish doctor who has worked in the NHS for 14 years, is among those considering leaving the UK.
He said, “We were bargaining chips. The government was short in acknowledging that people who came legally to the UK with families to build their future should get support from day one. How we can trust the UK government now? Sadly, this is not going to be a EU doctors’ problem. With their level of qualification they can find work pretty much everywhere in whole world.”
Hubertus von Blumenthal, a GP from Germany who has lived and worked in the UK for 30 years, said, “I have no faith in the reassurances of this government about my status after Brexit. I have to apply to be able to remain in the place I called home for the past 30 years, and I have to pay for the privilege to do so, having served the NHS continuously ever since.
“Reimbursement of application fees for settled status, should it become unavoidable, would be a welcome gesture towards applicants who have contributed so much to society over many years.”
References
	↵	BMA

. EU survey 2018. https://www.bma.org.uk/collective-voice/influence/europe/brexit/eu-survey-2018.



	↵Gov.UK. Settled and pre-settled status for EU citizens and their families. https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/what-settled-and-presettled-status-means.
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