Figure 1. The 'Number needed to Offend' - the number of patients that you would have to give this diagnosis to before one thinks you are

suggesting that they are 'putting it on', 'mad' or 'imagining their symptoms. (Bars represent 95% ClI)

Number Needed

to Offend (95% CI
Symptoms all in the mind 2(2-2)
Hysterical weakness 2 (2-3)
Psychosomatic weakness 3 (2-4)
Medically Unexplained weakness 3(3-5)
Depression associated weakness 4 (3-5)
Stress related weakness 6 (4-9)
Chronic Fatigue 7 (5-13)
Functional Weakness 9 (5-21)
Stroke 9 (5-21)

Multiple Sclerosis 22 (9 -infinity)
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