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Parties 

In this document references to “BMJ”, “We” and “Us” are to BMJ 
Publishing Group Limited (a company incorporated in England 
with company number, 3102371 whose registered office is BMA 
House, Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR, UK); and references 
to “You” are to the author agreeing to this licence under this 
agreement.   

1. Definitions  
1.1. The following definitions and rules of interpretation apply in this 

licence:  

Author(s): the author of the Work who accepts this licence 
and any of their co-authors.  

Commercial       
Use: 

any use of any part of the Work for i) any 
commercial gain without the agreement of BMJ, 
including without limitation, charging fees for 
delivery or access to the Work (whether on a 
standalone basis or included within any work), 
associating advertising to the Work or providing 
hosting services to other repositories or to other 
organisations (including where an otherwise non-
commercial site or repository provides a service 
to other organisations or agencies);  or ii) to 
substitute the services provided by BMJ in 
relation to Work or the Journal the Work may be 
included within. This may include systematic 
distribution or articles by any means (such as 
print, email, posting, indexing or linking) and/or 
any use for promotional or marketing activities 
by commercial companies including for use by 
their customers or intended audiences (for 
example by pharmaceutical companies to 
healthcare professionals or patients). 

DP Laws: 

 

 

 

Journal: 

the Data Protection Act 2018, the General Data 
Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679 (GDPR), the 
Privacy and Electronic Communications 
Regulations 2003 and all other applicable laws 
(each as amended or replaced from time to time). 

a journal published by BMJ including without 
limitation all content published under the brand 
of a journal such as bmj.com or on any other BMJ 
journal website or other media. 

Work: the work You have submitted for publication in 
the Journal or which BMJ has commissioned from 
you. It shall include the work submitted around 
the time this licence is accepted and unless 
otherwise agreed between Us, any future works 
submitted to or commissioned by BMJ for any 
Journal. Work shall include all text, audio, video 
and audio-visual material, abstracts, databases, 
tables, data, diagrams, photographs and other 
images or illustrative material and including all 
drafts of the Work, the version of the Work 
accepted for publication by Us. 

2. Licence and publication of the Work  
2.1. In consideration for BMJ evaluating whether to publish the 

Work and/or for any fee that has been agreed in writing, You 
grant an exclusive, worldwide, irrevocable, royalty free, 
licence to BMJ (and, where the Journal is co-owned by BMJ 
to the  co-owners of the Journal) in perpetuity to:  

2.1.1. edit, adapt, publish, distribute, display, reproduce, 
translate and store the Work (and any derivative works 
based on the Work created under this licence) in all media 
and on all distribution platforms including social media 
platforms, whether now known or in the future developed 
or discovered, and whether as part of BMJ’s products and 
services or as part of other content owned, controlled or 
represented by BMJ;  

2.1.2. include the Work in collections of other work and create 
summaries, extracts, abstracts and other derivative works 
based in whole or in part on the Work; 

2.1.3. convert the Work into any format, including audio;  

2.1.4. exploit all subsidiary rights that exist or may exist in the 
future in the Work including in relation to metadata; 

2.1.5. include electronic links from the Work to any third-party 
material; and 

2.1.6. licence third parties to do any or all of the above.  

2.2. We will credit you as the original Author(s) of the Work 
unless we make substantial changes to the Work or with your 
prior agreement. We sometimes will consult with You or 
another Author (if applicable) if substantial changes are 
made (but not on unsubstantial changes) but cannot always 
do so. You acknowledge and agree that BMJ may in its sole 
discretion publish any versions of the Work submitted to 
BMJ by You and any reviews of the Work and responses from 
You, or another Author and third parties relating to the 
Work. To the extent that these rights to BMJ would 
otherwise infringe any moral rights, these are hereby waived 
in BMJ’s favour. 

2.3. You hereby authorise BMJ to take such steps as BMJ 
considers necessary to prevent infringement of Intellectual 
Property Rights in the Work or infringement of rights granted 
to BMJ by You under this licence without recourse to You.  

2.4. You agree that BMJ may retract the Work or publish a 
correction or other notice in connection with the published 
Work at any time and without further recourse to You.  

3. Ownership of rights in the Work 
3.1. All Intellectual Property Rights in the Work remain with the 

Author(s) (or their employers as the case may be) and each 
Author shall be permitted to make such use of the Work as 
it set out in clause 6. 

4. Warranties 
You warrant that: 

4.1 You are authorised to enter into this agreement on behalf 
of all Authors, including without limitation, to grant all 
rights and adhere to all obligations; 

4.2 the Work comprises the original work of the Author(s) and 
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has not been copied (in whole or in part) from any other 
work or material, or any other source; 

4.3 no person other than the Author(s) named on the Work has 
been involved in the creation of the Work; 

4.4 if the Work (or any part of the Work) has been created in 
the course of employment You have all necessary written 
releases required to enter into this licence from any 
employer;  

4.5 that the Work has not previously been published (in whole 
or in part) and You are the sole, unencumbered absolute 
legal and beneficial owner(s) of all Intellectual Property 
Rights in the Work (or You have obtained the necessary 
assignments or licences required for publication under this 
licence);  

4.6 the Work does not infringe the Intellectual Property Rights, 
moral rights or any other right of any third party;  

4.7 written consent has been obtained from patients or next of 
kin if any part of the Work includes patient data (whether 
or not anonymised) and such written patient consent shall 
be provided to Us immediately if We request it;  

4.8 to the best of Your knowledge: 

4.8.1 the Work does not contain material that is obscene 
blasphemous, libellous, obtained directly or indirectly in 
breach of confidence or is otherwise objectionable;  

4.8.2 all statements of fact in the Work are true and correct and 
no advice, formula, or instruction in the Work will, if 
followed or implemented by any person, cause loss, 
damage or injury to them or any other person;  

4.9 You will not make any use of the Work other than as 
permitted under fair dealing provisions of the Copyright 
Design and Patents Act 1988 or as set out in this licence, 
without Our prior written consent;  

4.10 You will complete all requested documents from Us and any 
declarations of competing interests or other such 
documents submitted by the Author(s) are and shall remain 
accurate and You will notify Us in writing of any changes to 
such competing interests immediately; and 

4.11 all information supplied to Us shall be accurate. 

5 Bribery and corruption. You agree to comply with all 
applicable laws relating to anti-bribery and corruption 
including the Bribery Act 2010 and to comply with BMJ’s anti-
bribery policy (published on the website bmj.com). You must 
notify Us immediately if You become aware of, or have 
grounds for suspecting, fraud or malpractice in connection 
with the Work.  For the purposes of this clause malpractice 
includes giving or receiving any financial or other advantage 
that may be construed as a bribe under the Bribery Act 2010 
(as amended) or any other applicable law. 

6 Permitted uses by owners of the Work 
6.1 Unless agreed with Us in writing, any Author may reproduce 

a reasonable number (no more than 10) of print copies of the 
Work for personal use and/or send an individual copy of the 
Work to colleagues within their institution and/or 

department, collaborators on any project they are working 
on, and anyone who directly requests a copy from them, in 
print or electronic form provided that there is no automatic 
distribution, only a single copy is supplied to each to any of 
the aforementioned recipients, they make the recipient 
know their use must be personal and not a Commercial Use, 
that the Author ensures no fee is charged and may not 
distribute any copies on a systematic basis including by mass 
e-mailings. Other uses may only be made by Author(s) if BMJ 
has granted express written permission. 

6.2 Unless otherwise stated herein, the Author(s) may not make 
any Commercial Use of any part of the Work.  

6.3 All rights not expressly granted to the Author(s) under this 
agreement are reserved to BMJ.  

7 Data Protection 

7.1 Both the Author(s) and BMJ will comply with the DP Laws. 
7.2 BMJ will collect and process information relating to the 

Author(s) in accordance with BMJ’s privacy notice (available 
here: https://www.bmj.com/company/your-privacy/ (as 
updated or amended from time to time). 

7.3 The provisions of clause 7.2 are without prejudice to any 
additional rights to process personal data which exist for BMJ 
pursuant to and in accordance with relevant legislation. 

8 Law and jurisdiction. This agreement its subject matter and 
formation, are governed by English law and the courts of 
England shall have exclusive jurisdiction to settle any dispute 
arising in connection with it.  

9 General 
9.1 This agreement shall be binding on, and enure to the benefit 

of, the Author(s) and BMJ and their respective personal 
representatives, successors and permitted assigns, and 
references to any party shall include that party's personal 
representatives, successors and permitted assigns. 

9.2 To the fullest extent permitted by law, We accept no liability 
to You in connection with the Work. 

9.3 Each of the provisions set out in this agreement operates 
separately. If any court or competent authority decides that 
any provision is unlawful or unenforceable, the remaining 
conditions will remain in full force and effect. 

9.4 This agreement including all information supplied to Us, 
howsoever relating to the Work, constitutes the whole 
agreement (the legally binding contract) between the 
Author(s) and Us relating to the Work and supersedes all 
prior arrangements or understandings regarding the Work 
whether written or oral. 

10 Permissions. Permission must be sought from BMJ for all 
uses not expressly set out as permitted uses under this 
licence. Please email: bmj.permissions@bmj.com. 

https://www.bmj.com/company/your-privacy/
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