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Dear Dr. Bump,

Thank you for sending us this paper and giving us the chance to consider your work. We sent it out for
external peer review.

Unfortunately we do not consider it suitable for publication in its present form. However if you are able
to amend it in the light of our and/or reviewers' comments, we would be happy to consider it again.

The reviewer's comments are at the end of this letter.

The editors' comments are listed below:

1 You should explain what you mean by the multilateral system and why you have chosen these four
organisations to analyse.

2 Some more explanation of how these organisations complement each other/divide responsibilities
would help

3 You make some interesting observations about what didn't work and where the problems may lie but
you don't offer a path forward. Can you please make an attempt at this? It might lay out several
options.

We hope that you will be willing to revise your manuscript and submit it by 12th January. When
submitting your revised manuscript please provide a point by point response to our comments and those
of any reviewers. We also ask that you keep the revised manuscript within the word count of 1800-2000
words.

Please note that resubmitting your manuscript does not guarantee eventual acceptance, and that your
revision may be sent again for review.

Once you have revised your manuscript, go to https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/bmj and login to your
Author Center. Click on "Manuscripts with Decisions," and then click on "Create a Revision" located next
to the manuscript nhumber. Then, follow the steps for resubmitting your manuscript.

You may also click the below link to start the resbumission process (or continue the process if you have
already started your revision) for your manuscript. If you use the below link you will not be required to
login to ScholarOne Manuscripts.

If accepted, your article will be published online at bmj.com, the canonical form of the journal. Please
note that only a proportion of accepted analysis articles will also be published in print.

I hope you will find the comments useful. Please don't hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss this
further.

Yours sincerely,



Kamran Abbasi
kabbasi@bmj.com

**x PLEASE NOTE: This is a two-step process. After clicking on the link, you will be directed to a
webpage to confirm. ***

https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/bmj?URL_MASK=be4837fd2206433598d62229¢c35421d8

IMPORTANT: Your original files are available to you when you upload your revised manuscript. Please
delete any redundant files before completing the submission.
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Instead of returning a signed licence or competing interest form, we require all authors to insert the
following statements into the text version of their manuscript:

Licence for Publication

The Corresponding Author has the right to grant on behalf of all authors and does grant on behalf of all
authors, an exclusive licence (or non exclusive for government employees) on a worldwide basis to the
BMJ Publishing Group Ltd to permit this article (if accepted) to be published in BMJ and any other
BMJIPGL products and sublicences such use and exploit all subsidiary rights, as set out in our licence
(http://group.bmj.com/products/journals/instructions-for-authors/licence-forms).
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http://resources.bmj.com/bmj/authors/editorial-policies/competing-interests. Please state any
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Comments:
BMJ Review by Bruce Currey

‘The Multilateral System and COVID-19: What are we doing and where are we going?

This highly relevant analysis piece entitled ‘The Multilateral System and COVID-19: What are we doing
and where are we going?’ is written by three distinguished authors at three northern health institutions.
Their argument, as expressed in their Standfirst is: ‘The COVID pandemic has raised questions about the
performance of international institutions. The mixed patchwork of achievements and mis-steps points
mainly to limited agreement and low solidarity among the powerful nations that dominate the
governance of these institutions’.

At present the argument

e does not analyse ‘the multilateral system’ and ‘international institutions’, but rather analyses four
‘international health institutions’, viz: World Health Organization (WHQO), World Bank, Gavi the Vaccine
Alliance and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. There is no analysis of
international institutions such as, the UN Security Council 1, the International Finance Institutions or
Regional Institutions like the African Union.



e analyses COVID-19 as a ‘pandemic’ rather than a ‘syndemic’2 so that despite the key words *political
economy’ suggesting distribution3,4 and deprivation, what is missing is lines of accountability linking the
‘multilateral system’ with the vulnerability, susceptibility and adaptability of the parents of future
generations5,6 living in deprived areas such as Amapa in Brazil or Sikkim in India.

e Has performance outcomes measured in terms of deaths and dollars, viz: *‘More than 10,000 people
are dying daily and the world economy is forecast to lose as much as $22 trillion in 2020 alone’. These
are not important ‘health’ outcomes. (*Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social
well-being’). These may be values 7 very different from those of future generations.

Suggestions for the authors to consider to strengthen their argument include:

e Giving a decision-making voice at the e-Security Council of a ‘multi-lateral system’ to involve potential
parents living in deprived areas of the world in articulating the health and well-being needs of their
future generations.

e Seizing the opportunity of the ‘COVID-19’ pandemic to transform all international institutions to invest
in ‘GRAVID-21’ to improve the pre-conception and pre-natal health and wellbeing of future generations.
e Approaching outcome measures of human value holistically, integrating short-term pandemic and each
individual’s long-term health background of impersonal forces together.
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