
Emails sent to acting editor, Kamran Abbasi, about “Palestine: the 
assault on health and other war crimes” between 16 October 2004  
and 15:03, 15 November 2004  
 
Some of the responses share text with a communiqué that was sent to Honest 
Reporting subscribers and which appear on Honest Reporting’s website. See:  
http://www.honestreporting.com/articles/45884734/critiques/Israel-bashing_in_Medical_Journals.asp 
 

The communiqué misspells Dr Summerfield’s first name as “Derrick.”  
 
Identifying details have been removed from each message, which are separated 
by asterixes. Any additional editing is indicated by [square brackets]. 
 
** 
 

16/10/2004 14:08 

 
Dr. Summerfield, 
 
Regardless of your political views, the BMJ is not the vehicle to serve as a political platform for 
your unilateral and uninformed opinions...whether pro-Palestinian or pro-Israeli.  VIolence on 
either side cannot be condoned...Palestinian or Israeli.  Killing of innocent people cannot be 
condoned...Palestinian or Israli.  However, if you had people walking into your shopping malls, 
nightclubs and restaurants with bombs strapped to themselves and detonating their explosives 
killing innocent British citizens you to would take extreme measures to protect your people, 
particularly if you knew that these individuals were indoctrinated to hate you as a British citizen 
from the time they could walk and talk....with the only goal of destroying the British people and 
occupying the British lands and driving you into the ocean.   
If the Palestinians had true leadership that was uncorrupted, maybe the millions of dollars the 
Mr. Arafat diverts for himself and/or terrorist activities could go towards supporting the 
Palestinian people and improving their generally impoverished way of life.   What have 
Palestinians done to promote peace in the Middle East?  How can there be peace when there is a 
clear agenda to drive the "Jewish Zionists" into the sea and occupy their lands?  We don't see 
any neighboring Arab countries willing to absorb some of these Palestinians or provide 
coordinated efforts with Israel to create a Palestinian nation with shared land.  Do you see any 
other country who conquered lands in war willing to give up these lands ...why should Israel be 
any different?  Are you really familiar with the history of the area and the respective claims to 
"biblical" land?  Israel made peace with Jordan and Egypt...it is possible....if hate remains, 
however, then no peace could ever be meaningful, nor lasting.   
Have you seen little Israeli boys and girls blown up by suicide bombers?  Have you seen 
pregnant Israeli women killed by attackers who believe they will go to heaven and be met by 7 
virgins for taking the lives of not one but two innocent individuals.  Have you been to Israeli 
hospitals that provide care to Palestinians regardless of their ability to pay and even further 
provide that care with compassion and without prejudice... I have....maybe you should to.  
Maybe you should go see what Israel has become in approximately 50 years of existence.  When 
was the last time you checked how many Israelis have made significant contributions to the 
world and in particular the scientific community.  Any Palestians with comparable 
accomplishments?  If there was peace in the region maybe they could contribute to the world 
community as well. 
I have to assume from your political arrogance that you have never been to either Israel or the 
Palestinian territories...I might suggest you consider taking a trip and learning a lesson or two 
about how the Palestinians and Israelis have respectively developed their lands, cultivated their 
science and technology, lead by example and/or been a bastion of democracy.  The Palestinian 
territories are a sea of corruption, hate and radicalism.  I would hope that all humane persons 
would want to see a halt to such negative phenomena and a true concerted international effort to 
promote a fair resolution to the issues in this area of the world.  It will, however, require 
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cooperation by more than just the Palestinians and Israelis.  There are Palestenians that want 
peace and are willing to consider living side by side with Israelis and vice-versa.  If all the money 
that was being spent on destruction and military endeavors could be redirected to improving the 
regions economy and the quality of life of its people ...think what could be accomplished.  Is it 
possible...yes....but only with a mindshift that emphasizes compromise and compassion and not 
radicalism...not something that will likely happen in our generation given the ingrained nature of 
hate that many of the Palestinians have fostered and that people like you continue to perpetuate.   
Certainly, you would agree that radicalism, regardless of it's face, provokes hatred, not peace 
and harmony.  Please stop promulgating anti-semitism and do something constructive to help 
build bridges between these two cultures that in many way have more similarities than 
disparities given their common ancestral roots. 
Thanks for allowing me to express my opinions. 
  
 

 

18/10/2004 12:41 
 
TO THE EDITOR 
BMJ 
 
Dear Sir 
 
Derek Summerfield has a history of making serious and controversial allegations against Israel 
and has been featured on the Palestine Solidarity Campaign website. 
He has written that the military actions taken in Iraq by the USA and the UK were a form of 
terrorism and that both counties lack moral authority. 
His Palestine article (BMJ 16.10.04) is replete with unattributed statistics and unproveable 
anecdotes. I am not aware of ever before having read such a poorly evidenced article in the BMJ. 
There is a proud tale to tell about the Israeli contribution to Palestian Medical welfare and it is 
now important that it be told. I would be grateful for your agreement to accept a well researched 
article of similar length in order to better inform your readers. 
I look forward to hearing from you in the very near future.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

18/10/2004 13:26 
 
it is remarkable that for the 3rd time you give derek summerfield such a large amount of air time 
without a column for a response. I am resigning from the bma because of this and will cite the 
reason as your editorial team. His unbiased and politically motivated account is too much. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:10 
 
The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world’s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF’s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  



Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
 

18/10/2004 17:15 
 
The British Medical Journal included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.” 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat." 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
In conclusion, I am disturbed that your journal allows such an in-accurate piece to be published 
and request a detailed published apology stating actual facts rather than opinion described as 
fact. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:06 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count â€• approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” â€• denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” â€• in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:34 
 
It is completely inappropriate for Dr. Summerfield to project his anti-Israel views into articles in 
your prestigious journal. More importantly, his facts are wrong, if not even lies.  
    
Thank you.  



    
 

 

18/10/2004 17:09 
 
In your next issue, why don’t you compare the amount of unarmed Israeli women killed 
compared to the amount of unarmed palestinian women killed during the latest conflict.  If you 
had the guts , you’d see that the amount of Israeli women killed is closer to 32% of the total of 
Israeli deaths, compared to 5% of palestinian women.  You obviously would like to see an end to 
Israel and a all arab Middle East.  It”s obvious 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:24 
 
Why is a MEDICAL journal allowing biased politcal views from Dr. Derrick Summerfield to be 
printed?    
Your medical journal looses serious credibility when you allow propaganda to be printed and not 
full truths.   
Stick to medical news, not news on things you don”t know about. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:20 
 
The article has no relationship to reality. Pure anti-Israel lies. A disgrace to your publication. The 
State of Israel, a true democracy will survive and flourish despite your hatred and the terrorists 
you support. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:20 
 
I am writing to express my outrage about the article in your Oct. 16 titled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.”  
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Furthermore, this article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal.  Shame on you for 
permitting such an obvious series of lies, exaggerations in what used to be a such a fine 
publication. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:27 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi: 
   Dr. Summerfield's article amounts to support, intended or not, for Palestinian terror. For it is 
they who teach their kindergarden kids to hate and act out violence, send their children to 
perform homicide bombings and it is the terrorists who see no shame in hiding behind civilians. 
Summerfield would have the civilized democratic world rendered defenseless in the face of 
incessant terror. How do you countenance this kind of writing in your journal? 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:17 
 
Dear Sir, 
 



 In your Journal Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares Israeli acts those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers by claiming that: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two incidents is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that the clear 
majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
I am surprised that an eminent journal such as the BMJ should allow such political propaganda to 
enter its pages.  Such inclusion has put doubt in my (and my colleagues”) mind as to the 
credibility of the BMJ. 
 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:13 
 
The article by this man and published in your oct 16, 2004 is outragiously political and 
inappropriate for a medical journal. Shame on you. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:32 
 
In a recent article in the British Medical Journal, “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes.”  Your "journal" equates the unfortunate situation in the Middle East with that of 9/11.  
The bias not to mention fabrications in this article are obvious.  The unfortunate problem in the 
Middle East today is the result of the Arab refusal to recognize the State of Israel in 1948 and the 
subsequent wars they have waged against Israel since.  Those who left the new state in 1948 
were told to do so by the invading Arabs so not to be in the way when they \"pushed the Jews 
into the sea\".  They were not evicted.  Once in Arab lands, they were not accepted by their Arab 
\"brothers\", as were the 750,000 Jews evicted from Arab lands when the new state was 
declared.  The \"Palestinian\" state was not formed on the West Bank or Gaza when these lands 
were controlled by Jordan and Egypt from 1948 to 1967.  The \"Palestinian\" state was turned by 
the \"Nobel Peace\" winner, Y! 
asser Arafat in 2000 when Iarael offered to acquiece to almost all of his demands.  Instead, he 
went home and instigated the second Intifada which is where we are today.  The Palestinian 
people have suffered.  But the reason for it is their corrupt dictatorial leaders who need to point 
the anger of the people away from real cause of their suffering. 
If this article is an indication of the accuracy of your articles, it would well be taken off the desks 
of physicians who look to it for facts and education. 
 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:26 
 
I am writing to lodge a formal complaint. 
With regard to your article in the BMJ I am quite frankly appalled. The terms used within this 
article make inaccurate claims and comparisons. The majority of Palestinians killed, have been 
known militants or in the act of creating further killings.  Please note that the attacks on Israel 
are often on innocent commuters. 
Furthermore to accuse Israel of deliberate child killing, war crimes etc is deplorable 
demonstrating a biased propagandist and poor understanding of the situation. 
I apologise if my tone seems a little rude, but this situation is delicate and requires both sides to 
assume some blame and to talk peace, articles such as this do nothing for this much needed 
opportunity to take place . 
 



 

 

18/10/2004 17:40 
 
Regarding your article: 
 
“Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” by Dr. Derrick Summerfield 
Stick to science.  You don”t know a thing about politics or world events.   
The Palestinians are pure and simple terrorists, and Israel has every right to defend itself. 
Your article is pathetic.  You”re SUPPOSED to be a science journal. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:25 
 
I do not think so. If you could compare the death of \"innocent\" Palestinians (most of whom 
were armed militants)to 9/11, then why not compare the Palestinian suicide bombers to nazis. 
Perhaps you have some misinformation. What is your source that infers those killed were 
unarmed innocents.  
 

 

18/10/2004 17:14 
 
koskeshe bache kooni....dont print the fucking arab prpoganda in your paper. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:30 
 
Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
The article is clearly politically motivated and unworthy of you to publish blatant Israel and Jew 
hating propaganda in what used to be known as a respected medical journal. For shame! 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:30 
 
how sad for people who proport to be so educated and intellectual to fall victim to the sin of total 
ignorance. \"israeli soldiers are authorized to kill civilians\"??? travel and education go a long 
way toward ending that kind of hideous racist hate speech. 
as a colonialist brit, i seriously doubt you have spent anytime in israel or with any of the 
hundreds and thousands of refugees of arab and european countries who comprise the israeli 
nation.  



you decline to mention the medical complications of toddlers being shot at with armed rockets by 
palestinian terrorists from gaza in sderot ...but then ...that wouldn”t suit your political purpose. 
and that”s what your \"journal\" is... a facist, violent political tract. it is no longer a journal of 
\"medicine\", but of violence. 
you are not a MEDICAL journal. you are a propagandist tract designed to justify the murders of 
millions of jews. you are complicit with violence and terror. 
i find you racist, ignorant and most of all guilty. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:32 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi: 
 
Shame on you and your publication for including the article written by Dr. Derrick Summerfield 
with its distortions and misstatements of fact.  Such irresponsibility serves to diminish the 
reputation and integrity of a respected publication. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:17  
 
Sir,  
My father is a Consultant Paediatrician and as I have an interest in a possible future medical 
career, I frequently read articles from the BMJ online. 
I was appalled to read the article “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes” 
published in the 16th October edition of the BMJ.  
Not only does this article appear to be nothing more than a hideously biased political statement, 
it also contains a number of factual inaccuracies intended to mislead the reader. 
Why does the BMJ allow itself to be used to publish propaganda for some tawdry, disgusting, 
political agenda? Surely this is not in the spirit of the BMJ or in any way what it is intended for.I 
find it almost inconceivable that the editorial team could allow anything of this nature to be 
published, including factually incorrect statements and a one-sided view of an issue which should 
not be being written about in such a manner. 
I look forward to a response. 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:31 
 
This is regarding the Palestinian propaganda article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and 
other war crimes” in your Oct. 16 issue.  The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares Israel”s 
actions to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants, and (2) no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark 
contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  



 

 

18/10/2004 17:34 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi; 
The article in your Journal about the Palestinians and the IDF is false and full of lies. 
It shows how one sided you are and how antisemitic and anti Jewish as well as anti Israel you 
are. Shame on you. 
This politicaly motivated article has no place in a leading medical journal. 
You do not mention terrorists, terror attacks and bombings like the SBARRO PIZZERIA in 
Jerusalem. You are not mentioning the many bus bombings. That is OK in your eyes. Shame on 
you for spreading lies. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:31 
 
Given your stated emphasis on accuracy of reporting, and precision of facts,  don”t you think you 
are shattering that impression with your recent Summerfield article, or are your personal 
prejudices so strong you would compromise that reputation.  
From Honest Reporting: 
The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

18/10/2004 17:36 
 
dear sirs: 
as a physician of many years who has treated patients of all ethnicities and races, i was aghast 
to see your article about the health care of the palestinians. while we are all saddened by the 
suffering of people anywhere, there is no place in a respected medical journal for such blatent 
politically motivated distortions and propaganda. this impacts on the credibility of your 
publication and your qualifications as an editor. 
i repectfully request an apology and clarification from your publication and call for your 
resignation. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:33 
 
I am greatly disturbed that the hallowed pages of the British Medical Journal have given 
sanctuary to the vicious diatribes, and biased lies of Derrick Summerfield. He clearly has a 



political agenda, (why was there not a conflict of interest in his writing such an article) with a 
track record of unfairness based on numerous prior published inaccuracies. Summerfield stated 
that all Palestinian casualties are “unarmed civilians”. This outright intentional lie ignores the 
undeniable fact that the vast majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were 
terrorists, suicide bombers and/or armed combatants. Furthermore, in stark contrast to 9/11 and 
numerous other terrorist attacks against Israel (none of course mentioned in the article), 
Palestinian civilian have never been deliberately killed “with impunity”, as are Jewish children and 
innocent civilians many times daily.  
Summerfield further states without one shred of real evidence that Israeli soldiers are clearly 
routinely authorised to kill children in situations of minimal or no threat. Blatant falsehoods, no 
matter how outlandish and ridiculous, if repeated often enough, like with Nazi propoganda, are 
impossible to eradicate. In fact, no other country in the world would act as carefully as the 
Israelis have been doing, regularly putting their own soldiers at risk to prevent loss of innocent 
arab lives.  
To blatantly and falsely accuse Israel of war crimes, while totally and absolutely ignoring the 
daily Palestinian terror and political corruption behind the unfortunate state of the Palestinian 
heath system is amongst the worst yellow Journalism I have ever read. To see Summerfield”s 
authorship is obviously no surprise. But to see the BMJ hijacked in this fashion is quite sad 
indeed.  
I eagerly await your embarrassed retraction of this so called scientific article, and the removal of 
Summerfield from the pages of your journal. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:39 
 
Dear BMJ: 
 
I have learned that the British Medical Journal has included in its October 16 issue an article that 
demeans the journal through its blatant, and false, political slant. 
Dr. Derrick Summerfield writes that the Israeli army \"has killed more unarmed Palestinian 
civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" 
This is false. Although both figures are roughly 3000, the vast majority of Palestinians killed have 
been armed militants.  
Dr. Summerfield also writes \"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in 
situations of minimal or no threat.\" 
This is libelously false. 
Beyond such blatant falsehoods is the fact that Dr. Summerfield makes no attempt to put the 
conflict in context, including the fact that the conflict exists primarily because of the refusal of 
Palestinian leadership to eliminate terrorism coming from the land over which it has jurisdiction. 
It is scandalous that the British Medical Journal would allow its pages to be used for such political 
propaganda. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:43 
 
Dear Sir: 
I am appalled that a respected medical Journal has abadoned its integrity by allowing false 
reporting for political purposes the ramblings of Mr. Summfield.  Comparing the deliberate attack 
on innocent victims of 9-11 to the the falsely reported death of \"innocent Palestinians\" is 
outrageous.  These \"innocents\" were armed terrorist, not civilians.  There were some inbnocent 
lives lost, but this was not due to intentional actions of the IDF.  Your irresponsible printing of 
this makes you complicit with Mr. Summerfield”s outrageous lies.  A retraction is in order and 
efforts should be made to verify the truth of comments made in your Journal. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:40 
 



How does biasly labeling 2000 terrorist and armed combatants as unarmed citizens and saying 
that the accidental injuries and deaths of children equates to shooting to kill children help doctors 
perform better?   
Your remarks are not only untrue, they are not helpful, not in accordance with your purpose, not 
“doind no harm”, and fully inappropiate.  Please publish an apology and refrain yourself in the 
future. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:53 
 
Dear sir, 
 
I am a fourth year medical student at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical School in 
Dallas, Texas. I recently read the October 16th issue of BMJ, and I have to say I am absolutely 
appalled by Dr. Summerfield”s article: “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” 
The only bit of fact in the article was the actual numbers, around 3000, of people killed in the 
September 11th attack and in the time since sept “00 in Israel. The truth stops there. Falsely 
labeling armed combatants and terrorists as “unarmed civilians” is both deceitful and disgusting. 
How can he suggest that well organized military strikes carried out with tactical percision against 
known threats (not only to Israel but to the entire free world) is the same as killing the \"with 
impunity\" that the terrorists of 9/11 did? 
What I find even more disturbing than the article itself is the fact that you chose to print it in 
your journal. I do not believe a medical journal is the proper theater for such political 
grandstanding, nor do I believe that a journal with as wide a subscriber base such as yours 
should alienate such a large portion of its readers with these false and unsupported rantings. 
Europe”s anti-semitic and anti-zionist bias is no secret, but I do not believe it is the place of 
medical institutions and publications to take sides in political debates, and especially not present 
blatent lies that only serve to propogate disdain and hate for Israel among your readers. 
I sincerely hope that most of your readers will be smart enough to see the ludicracy of Dr. 
Summerfield”s article, but moreover, you and your staff should issue an official apology to your 
readers and should refrain from such biased political lies in the future. 
Good Day, 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:44 
 
I was deeply concerned by a recent article published in your journal, entitled \"Palestine: The 
assault on health and other war crimes.\"  First, I would expect a MEDICAL journal not to engage 
in political conversation.  But most importantly, the article had a number of mistakes in it, which 
are not accaptable for a scholarly journal. First, in comparison of number of Palestinians who 
have died since 2000 to a number of vistims in 09/11 atacks, the author fails to note that most 
of the dead Palestinians were terrorist or armed combatants and that NO Palestnian civilian was 
deliberetly killed to simply make a statement. Furthermore, Summerfield makes an unfounded 
accuzation that Israeli soldiers are authorized to shoot children in situations of minimal threat, 
which is a war-crime which is far from the situation on the ground.  Finally, the article makes no 
assesment of how the actions of Palestinian leadership itself had weakened the health system -- 
an issue that one would ! 
hope would be addressed to get an accurate account of Palestinian Health problems.   
I hope that in the future a journal of such scolarly worth as your will abstain from publishing 
articles that have simply knowingly incorrect and misleading information. 
 
Deeply concerned reader, 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:44 
 
Mr; Abbasi, 



 
Why is BMJ editorializing on highly sensitive political issues, much less with claims that can easily 
be deemed innacurate. In the October 16th issue of BMJ,Dr. Derrick Summerfield compares the 
IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
I”m sure every medical intern and professional really needs to hear political propoganda from 
professional publications. What ever happened to \"equal time\"? 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:55 
 
Summerfield article is blatant anti- Jewish propaganda masquerading as medicine and science. 
You should be morally and professionally ashamed for publishing and being complicit with such 
travesty. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:51 
 
Your article, despite having nothing to do with health or medicine, is blatently false.  
Summerfield writes: \"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian 
civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\"  
The only similarity is that 3000 people have been killed. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties \"unarmed civilians\" ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11. 
Why are you promoting propaganda instead of sticking to your mandate as a medical magazine? 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:31 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
 
I just discovered Dr. Derrick Summerfield”s article, “Palestine: The assault on health and other 
war crimes,” in your journal. I am surprised and disappointed that your journal, with its excellent 
reputation, has agreed to perpetuate an article with a clear political agenda and equally obvious 
masking of truths.  
Summerfield states that the Israeli army has killed more \"unarmed  Palestinian civilians\" since 
2000 than were killed on September 11th. This is simply false. The vast majority of the 
Palestinians killed were in fact armed terrorists.  
The article goes on, \"In conducting 238 extrajudicial executions the army has also killed 186 
bystanders.\" Let us explore the logic here. If the Palestinians killed were, according to 
Summerfield, \"unarmed civilians,\" then why does he differentiate between them and the 
\"innocent bystanders\"? Of course, the answer is because the Palestinians killed were neither 
innocent nor bystanders. He is playing word games that embarrass your publication. 
Let”s also explore this: \"Two thirds of the 621 children. . .died from small arms fire, directed in 
over half of cases to the head, neck and chest—the sniper”s wound. Clearly, soldiers are 
routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no threat.\" Notice that 
Summerfield invents the idea that the wounds are caused by snipers, not by marksmen 
defending themselves against children wearing explosives (a sadly common occurrence). Also 
notice that Summerfield draws the conclusion, with no supporting evidence, that soldiers are 
\"routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no threat.\" 
Summerfield also does not pause to wonder if the children were caught in crossfire from 
Palestinian guns. This also happens. 
Of course, the piece continues with harsh voice against the Israeli stance, and gives no negative 
view to the Palestinian terrorists. As this is an opinion piece, of course it can say what it wants. 



However, I feel it has no place in a respected journal such as yours, and I”m surprised that you 
allowed such hateful and fantasized writing to run. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:05 
 
Sirs,  
when i was growing up, the B.M.J. was one of the MOST respected publications in the world. 
how do you pulish such a biased unfactual articld by summerfield? 
you will sink into a forum for the \\\"less informed\\\". 
yours faithfully, 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:48 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi 
 
I found the article by Mr. Summerfield entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes.” outrageous. The argument that all Palestinian causalities are unarmed Palestinian 
civilians (Fact: majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for 
  Counter-Terrorism) is a lie. The argument that the Israeli soldiers are \"routinely authorized to 
shoot to kill children\" \"with impunity\" is a \"blood libel\". The fact that the article fails to refer 
to Palestinian terrorists that deliberately target Israeli women and children is an exercise in 
misinformation at best.  No Scientific article would have been accepted for publication in BMJ or 
any respectful journal with such horrendous/false arguments. I expect you, as the Editor of BMJ 
to retract this article, apologize and provide an explanation about how such a 
medieval/grotesque article by Mr. Summerfield has been published in BMJ.   
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:53 
 
mr summerfield: 
 
my personal view on your disgusting writing:  
you must be a purposefully fact distorting, dishonest and brainwashed hypocrite. 
that would be one version. 
the other option is that you are simply ignorant. that often comes with the psychiatrists territory. 
psychiatrists often believe they know everything about everything. but often they just know 
nothing. which seems to be your case 
or maybe a brilliant psychiatrist - and i am sure you consider yourself one - can find a third 
alternative explanation for your hateful and factually invented article. 
 
regards 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:00 
 
ONE OF THE MAIN PARAMETERS OF A MEDICAL JOURNAL IS THE TRUTH THAT \"SHOULD\" 
EMANATE FROM IT EDITORS.   I AM WONDERING IF SUMMERFIELD IS A FRIEND OF YOURS 
THAT YOU ALLOWED HIM TO MAKE A MISSLEADING STATEMENT ON THE EQUIVALENCE 
BETWEEN DE WAR OF DEFENSE OF THE MINISCULE STATE OF ISRAEL WITH ITS FIVE MILLION 
JEWISH CITIZENS AGAINST THE TERROR COMING OUT OF THE TWENTY TWO ARAB NATIONS 



WITH OVER THREE HUNDRED MILLION CITIZENS. CONSIDER THAT IN THE ATTACK ON NEW 
YORK AND WASHINGTON THERE WHERE THREE THOUSAND \"CIVILIANS\" KILLED AND THERE 
ARE ALSO A SIMILAR AMOUNT OF ARABS KILLED BUT... WERE THE ARABS CIVILIANS? OR 
THEIR MAJORITY WERE TERRORISTS? BY THE WAY ARE YOU BECOMING A POLITICAL MAGAZINE 
OR WILL YOU REMAIN IN THE MEDICAL FIELD? THANK YOU FOR PRINTING THIS NOTE AND FOR 
ANSWERING THE OPEN QUESTIONS 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:06 
 
Dear Sir 
 
I am appalled at the inclusion of such a blatently biased article in a medical journal.  
Derrick Summerfield has chosen to embroil himself, with your complicity, in a field in which he 
clearly has no knowledge. In fact, his claims are outrightly false. 
Shame on you and shame on your publication. You have now hit a new journalistic low. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:09 
 
I was under the impression that raw political statements-- especially ones that are unfounded, 
unsubstantiated, and totally misrepresentative of the truth-- would not find themselves onto your 
pages. I am very disappointed that your October 16 issue containing Derrick Summerfield”s 
article about the Palestinian health crisis so blatantly misinforms your readership. You should be 
checking for relevance and truthfulness of your articles prior to allowing such factual inaccuracies 
to be presented as if they were gospel. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:53 
 
Regarding your Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 
terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Don”t use your own \"respected\" medical journal as a forum to advance your own biased 
political inaccurate views. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:56 
 
I think you need to make some corrections to Dr. Summerfield”s report:  
 



A. The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
B. Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
We, the public information officers and Media Relations Staff reach a broader and more powerful 
audience.  Be sure to read the next quarterly journal we put out.  
 
Sincerely 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:59 
 
Equating a raging war between terror organisations shielding themselves behind innocent 
civilians and a regular defense force subject to all the restraints of a modern democracy to the 
9/11 attack on the twin towers is farcical. 
However much one may want to stretch the truth to condemn Israel and justify branding her as 
\"guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal colonization and apartheid\", even the 
most biased commentator which indeed Dr. Summerfield is, cannot in any way contend that 
orders are issued to deliberately attack the civilians caught up in the conflict. (Which great 
Britain did on numerous occasions when bombing cities such as Dresden in Nazi Germany ).  
Israeli soliers have been charged and convicted for indiscretion in action. This has never been 
done on the other side.  
The author makes no mention at all of the civilian death toll on the Israeli side some 1,000 dead, 
all murdered with full intent by suicide bombers and in depradations on civilian complexes by 
gunmen.  No mishap, and these are mishaps and not intentional killings by Israeli action, can 
compare to the not infrequent incidents when gunmen have killed children and their mothers, 
sometimes in their beds, in cold blood, on \"successful\" raids into Israeli territory. 
The issue is so complex that no reader”s comment such as this one can encompass it. And 
neither for that matter does Summerfield get near to an attempt to at least acknowledge that the 
current situation has two sides to it. 
The Journal should apply the same standards and exercise the same rigor it does with scientific 
articles with political commentary of the nature of Summerfield”s piece. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:36 
 
How dare you so disreputably report the military action in the Mideast? It is quite obvious to me 
and the intelligent portion of the world at large that you have not given much thought to the 
credibility of your sources.  You might consider availing yourself of currently offered courses on 
mathematics and statistics. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:38 
 
Your recent article regarding allegations of war crimes by Israel is a travesty.  In delving into 
political issues, you have not only deviated from your area of expertise - medicine - but have 
also contributed to a biased and hatefilled article that lacks any scientific underpining.  How 
anyone could have authorized such an article is mind-boggling, unless one accepts that your 
journal has jumped on the bandwagon of Israel and Jew bashing.  In any event, you have 



tarnished your professional reputations forever and contributed nothing to the field of medicine 
or the cause of peace.  You should be ashamed. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:14 
 
Dear Sir, In your Oct. 16 issue an article entitled \\”Palestine: The assault on health and other 
war crimes.\\” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF\\”s acts to those of the 
9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties \\”unarmed civilians\\” ¯ denying the fact that (1) 
the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed \\”with impunity\\” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of \\”war crimes,\\” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
This sort of inaccuracy and propaganda is highly inappropriate for a respected medical journal.  
You need to print a retraction and apology. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:58 
 
Please curb your pro-Palestinian political views in what should be a \"medical journal\".  Your 
one-sided article regarding the tragic deaths among Palestinians does not mention the seminal 
point regarding the violence visited upon Israel by terrorists who place much less value on life 
than Israelis do.  The terrorists goal is to kill and mame as many Israelis as possible.  When 
Israel seeks out these murderers, some innocents are harmed as a consequence -- NOT AS THE 
GOAL!  Try to control yourself and be more objective in the future. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:15 
 
To the editor: 
As a premedical student, I was always interested in the topics you bring up in your medical 
journal, and I hail your broad informational spectrum as one of the last good journals out there. 
However, I found your article on the situation in Israel as either lacking information or truth. I 
have personally lived in Israel, and as an eyewitness to many of the statistics in the news, I have 
found that the medical funds allocated by Israel to the Palestinian public, were redirected to 
many Palestinian Authority officials” pockets instead of to the Palestinian victims. Thus, the 
Israeli and American governments refuse to work with them. The Palestinian problem is not in 
lack of medical support from Israel, but from their own self-imposed government. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:15 
 



That the British Medical Journal would allow such hatred to spew forth from a medical doctor in 
your professional journal is mind-boggling.  Such shoddy scholarship and workmanship imperils 
us all.  We rely on the medical professionals to be healers, NOT haters.   
 
============================= 
REVIEW OF ARTICLE WITH COMMENTS BELOW:  
ISRAEL-BASHING IN MEDICAL JOURNALS 
 
1) The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, (UTTER IMPUNITY????)  has killed more unarmed 
Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 
11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.(WHAT ABOUT THE ISRAELI CHILDREN KILLED BY PALESTINIAN TERRORIST BOMBERS?) 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
This article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:02 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
Dr. Summerfield”s article on \"Palestine\" is reprehensible.  Doctors are rightfully obliged to treat 
the sick and needy regardless of political circumstance.  Yet this article gratuitously paints Israel 
as guilty of war crimes and deliberate murder of children.  At the same time, it wholly ignores 
the uncontested fact that most of the adult Palestinians wounded or killed are armed militants, 
and many of the children caught in the crossfire are placed there by the Palestinians as a political 
tool, have been \"educated\" in a sea of hate, celebrating death and strapping fake bombs to 
their bodies.  How does Dr. Summerfield account for Hussam Abdo, a 16 year old boy sent to 
blow up himself at a checkpoint? 
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2004/03/24/world/main608523.shtml 
 
Even if politics were a proper part of Dr. Summerfield”s report, this distortion is so vile and 
distorted that it demands a complete and severe accounting. 
 

 
 

18/10/2004 17:56 
 
Mr. Abbasi, 
I find the October 16th article by Dr. Derrick Summerfield, entitled: \"Palestine: The Assualt on 
Health and Other War Crimes\" to be totally inappropriate for your publication. As the Editor, it is 
your responsibility to accept or reject articles running in the BMJ. Not only are the facts incorrect, 
the bias against Israel is blatant and has no place in a \"reputable?\" Medical Journal. I have 

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2004/03/24/world/main608523.shtml�


forwarded a copy of the article to all of the Atlanta Medical community  that I know and horp you 
are bonbarded by e-mails!!!  
 

 

18/10/2004 18:02 
 
http://www.honestreporting.com/articles/45884734/critiques/Israel-
bashing_in_Medical_Journals.asp 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:22 
 
Your article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” by author, Dr. 
Derrick Summerfield was an insult to the ingretity of your publication. You should be gravely 
embarrassed for publishing such offensive and hateful lies. The article will continue to contribute 
to already ample supply of misinformation preaching anti-Israeli and anti-Semitic rhetoric around 
the world. For a publication that relies on facts to support its idealogy, this article of lies dicredits 
your very reason for existing. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:23 
 
please don”t poison your journal with political distortions like the assertion: 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001 
 
beyond being untrue, your claim belongs in a political context.  Why would you try to rewrite 
history?  your distortions impact many people and make you a criminal as well. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:17 
 
Your reputable medical journal recently allowed crude anti-Israel propaganda to masquerade on 
your pages as legitimate academic discourse:  
 
 The British Medical Journal &#8213;  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top 
four general medical journals” &#8213; included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: 
The assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the 
IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
“The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.” 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count &#8213; approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” &#8213; denying the fact that 
(1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” &#8213; in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 Please, perform your proper duty to edit your respected MEDICAL journal to avoid such blatant 
inaccuracies and political opining, or I fear that in time the BMJ will no longer be respected. 

http://www.honestreporting.com/articles/45884734/critiques/Israel-bashing_in_Medical_Journals.asp�
http://www.honestreporting.com/articles/45884734/critiques/Israel-bashing_in_Medical_Journals.asp�


 

 

18/10/2004 17:29 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
 
I almost failed to notice in your article about the Israeli Defense Forces being brutal killers, 
comparable if not worse than al Qaeda on 9/11, that you did not discuss the Palestinian choices 
of using their own children and their own Muslim pregnant, young mothers to be suicidal, 
genocidal bombers.  Once these Moslem beautiful children and young pregnant mothers are 
selected to be human bombs, they are not allowed to refuse or their whole extended family gets 
killed by those peace-loving, harmless, unarmed Palestinians.  I have seen entire Palestinian 
families killed because one has refused.  And I have seen this upclose and personal. 
Now, perhaps you”re of the opinion that using one”s own children and pregnant young mothers 
is okay as long as they fight those terrible Israeli Defense Forces.  If so, then you should have 
the honesty and courage to say so, and admit you see nothing wrong with blowing up your own 
kids by strapping explosives around their little waists and kissing them good bye. 
And of course, they manage to almost always blow up other innocent children including 
Palestinian children who you don”t seem to care about in this respect either. 
I hope you know you are pretending to be a fighter for human rights as I know and your fair-
minded readers know.  By not discouraging the Palestinian behavior of using their own children 
and young, pregnant mothers for human bombs, you are condoning it. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:24 
 
shameful propoganda regarding the death toll during the israeli-paliestinian conflict and the 
degrading of the deaths from the 9-11 attacks when compared to those killed by IDF in its 
legitimate defense. why not investigate how so much public money could be sqaundered and 
result in deplorable health conditions for innocent palestinians... ? 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:24 
 
Disgraceful anti-ISRAEL ARTICLE!  I HAVE LOST ALL RESPECT FOR THIS JOURNAL AND WILL 
NOT REFER TO IT EVER AGAIN.  YOU OWE ALL READERS AN APOLOGY.  THE AUTHOR SHOULD 
CONFINE HIS VIEWS TO ARAB NEWSPAPERS IN THE MIDDLE EAST!!! 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:24 
 
The British Medical Journal included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\"  
The only actual similarity between the two numbers is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 



Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
What is this kind of trash doing in your journal? 
 
Very truly yours, 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:25 
 
To: Kamran Abbasi 
 
I am deeply appaulded at your journal”s recent publication of the artilce by Dr. Derrick 
Summerfield. To politicize the health conditions of that region and for those people as he did is 
reprehensible and grossly unetheical.  
It is your professional repsonsibility to retrack Dr. Summerield”s inflamitory remarks and 
apologize to your readers for publishing politically motivated garbage. If you are not completely 
embarrassed by Dr. Summersfield”s article being published in your journal, you should yourself 
resign as editor. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:17 
 
The British Medical Journal ¯  ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The 
assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the 
IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. \" 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

18/10/2004 18:28 
 
I read, with horror, an article in your \"medical\" journal by Dr. Derrick Summerfield which reads 
more like anti-Israel propaganda than medical science.  A professional journal is no place for 
such editorialization.  Dr. Summerfield is certainly entitled to his political opinions and should feel 
free to express them in the appropriate venue.  That his facts are all twisted is beyond the point.  
Your editorial staff should be making certain that what we read on these pages has to do with 
medicine and ONLY with medicine.  
 

 

18/10/2004 18:28 
 



A political diatribe in your medical journal destroys the beginning and ending purpose of your 
publication.  For shame to place your personal feelings and blame on an issue outside the area of 
your position.  A full apology is due all of your readers. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:27 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi: 
As the editor of what is ostensibly an apolitical magazine you shuld be ashamed of yourself for 
publishing the above referenced article. 
The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF\\”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers: \\\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians 
since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\\\" 
What garbage! The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 
3,000. Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties \\\"unarmed civilians\\\" ¯ denying the fact 
that (1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists 
and armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed \\\"with impunity\\\" ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
ummerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: \\\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in 
situations of minimal or no threat.\\\" 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of \\\"war crimes,\\\" deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. Not 
only does Israel not target innocent civilians as do the Palestinians, but Isreali physicians and 
hospitals, at great cost to themselves I might add, routinely care for ALL patients - Jewish, 
Christian & Muslim.  I suggets you take a look at places like Bnai Zion Hospital in Haifa or Sheba 
Medical Center in Jerusalem.  NO ISREALI\\”S ARE TREATED BY ARAB DOCTORS IN THE 
PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES YET ANY PALESTINIAN SEEKING MEDICAL ATTENTION IS TAKEN 
CARE OF FRO FREE IN ISRAEL! 
Shame on you for allowing your magazine to be used in such a blatantly prejudicial fashion.  
 

 

18/10/2004 17:59 
 
To compare Israel”s military activities, in an effort to stop rocket attacks on innocent civilians 
(yes including children), to terroroist activities is just outrageous. 
If you want to run a respectable medical journal please review the aticles you publish for not just 
bias but for outright propaganda. 
 
Thank you. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:59 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
 
As the editor of a well respected medical journal, I believe that it is your responsibility to monitor 
the work that shows up in your publications.  The article “Palestine: The assault on health and 
other war crimes.” which showed up in the October 16th issue of the British Medical Journal is 
falsely biassed and is inaccurate in its presentation of the facts.  As a medical journal, it is not 
your place to take a side on politics and inaccurately present facts which are biassed towards one 
side.  It seems to be that editors such as yourself are racist as well who allow such propaganda 
which have no place in medical journals to show up in the publications.  Please be more careful 
with your work in the future. 
 

 



18/10/2004 18:01 
 
The recent article (Oct. 16) entitled \"Palestine.\" by Derrick Summerfield contains unfounded 
inuendo and falsehoods that are strictly according to Palestinian propaganda against Israel 
actions and intents.   
That a respected journal such as yours could allow this is beyond comprehension unless your 
editorial process is so sloppy that it reflects poorly on all the medical articles you publish, or 
unless your  editors are so biased that they  allowed these biases to dominate their honor as 
editors. 
It is approprite, and demanded by honesty and respect for your readers that you publish an 
apoloogy and correction and withdraw the article from your archive files. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:32 
 
Your medical journal steps way out of bounds to print an article -full of innaccuracies - 
condemning Israel. In addition to being an inappropriate forum for such blatant editorializing, the 
thrust of the article - that Israel”s actions can be equated with those who perpetrated 9/11 - is 
180 degrees offbase. It confuses the arsonist with the firefighter. The facts show that the 
majority of those killed by the IDF fit the description of \"arsonist\" - members of organizations 
who do plot to intentionally kill as many innocents as possible. 
These \"arsonists\" and the hopelessness of Arafats leadership must truly create havoc in the 
medical and health worlds of the Palestineans. But your journal is not likely to go there.  
In the interest of scholarly integrity, you should at least print an accurate accounting of the 
militant/terrorist majority amongst those who have been killed in IDF reprisals.    
 

 

18/10/2004 17:08 
 
How much did Arafat pay him for his lies?? 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:08 
 
The British Medical Journal included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
How refreshing it would be if anti-Israel polemics were kept out of \"reputable\" medical journals 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:05 



 
Israel bashing in such an estemmed medical journal is certainly unprofessional and out of 
character. 
The startement that \"clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in 
situations of minimal or no threat\" is an outright lie. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:05 
 
You publish allegations (false, to be sure) that Iraeli soldiers are ordered to fire upon unarmed 
Palestinian children, but you hold your voices when Palestinians use children to carry suicide 
bombs and other explosives.  Why is that?  You don”t mention that Palestinians are taken from 
inadequate Palestinian hospitals and brought to first rate hospitals in Jerusalem. Why is that? 
You devote no words to the intentional killings of civilian men, women and children in suicide 
bombings. Why is that? You said nothing when three Palestinian men suspected of working for 
Israel were murdered in the intensive care unit of a Palestinian hospital. Why is that?   
   While the Arabs train their children to hate and kill Jews, Israelis learn to be doctors and 
medical researchers, some earning the Nobel Prize, all saving Palestinian lives.  
    Yours has ceased to be a medical journal and has become a propaganda tool for religious 
intolerance and bigotry. Will you never forgive the Jews for kicking you out of Israel?  Will you 
blame Israel when one of the millions of Muslims in western Europe explodes a car bomb in 
Picadilly, in front of Buckingham Palace or Westminster Abbey? 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:15 
 
This Jewish reader enjoyed the insane railing against Israel killing terrorists in self-defense.  Next 
issue, how about an article on how Jews use Gentile blood to bake our Passover Matzohs? 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:10 
 
Please stop promoting Israel-bashing and distortion of the facts regarding deaths in Palestine and 
Israel. It is a shameful thing  and moreso for appearing in a prestigious medical journal.  (I”m 
not Jewish, so I have no vested interest except the truth) 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:35 
 
The article that I read in this month”s medical journal regarding the “war crimes” that Israel has 
committed against Palestinians is the most blatantly biased and false argument that I have ever 
read in a journal or magazine that is considered to be “reputable.”  Dr. Summerfield has laid out 
complete lies in the article - for example, of the 3000 Palestinians killed since 2000, he really 
thinks that they were all “unarmed?”  Any reputable news source would reveal that the clear 
majority of victims were in fact armed combatants.  Revealing all the inaccuracies would take 
way too long to discuss but the point is that I and many of my friends have fully lost our respect 
for you (the person responsible for putting this article in the journal).  You would be doing 
yourself, your journal and the world a big injustice if you dont correct the inaccuracies of this 
article in the next issue.  Respond back to me if you can because i”d really like to know how a 
perceived intellectual such as yourself could not see through this propaganda, unless you are 
responsible for propagating it yourself. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:36 
 



Articles on Israeli/Palestinian affairs are unfairly biased---no mention is made of terorist attacks 
consistently generated against innocent Israeli citizens---bombings of school buses and other 
obvious attacks by Palestinians.  
Your analogies are false and misleading.  
 

 

18/10/2004 18:37 
 
Dear Sir, 
YOu should be ashamed of yourself for perpetuating lies about ISrael in a medical journal.  BMJ 
will now be boycotted \\by me and my colleagues because of your tasteless, lying anti jewish 
diatribe. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:37 
 
I was disgusted to learn about an article in your journal  Oct. 16 2004 issue entitled “Palestine: 
The assault on health and other war crimes.” this article is inappropriate for a respected medical 
journal, you are allowing one persons biased view to be given space in a publication that should 
be dealing with facts on health not a slanted (and incorrect) political situation. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:37 
 
Dear British Medical Journal; 
 
Re: Palestine: the assault on health and other war crimes 
 
http://bmj.bmjjournals.com/cgi/content/full/329/7471/924 
 
Your article brought tears to my eyes as the anti Israeli bias has again appeared. More 
importantly the facts that you state requires a correction and an apology. You stated that most 
casualties on the Palestinian side were unarmed. The fact of the matter is that most of the 
casualties were ARMED terrorists, according to all other media organizations. More importantly 
no unarmed Palestinian was ever TARGETED. That is in sharp contrast to the Palestinians, which 
targeted children. 
 
With great sadness 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:39 
 
This is a totally inappropriate article  for an esteemed journal such s yours. Besides the fact that 
his facts are wrong, it has no place in such a medical journal. I will be requesting that my 
university no longer subscribe to this journal if articles like this continue to be published. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:40 
 
I object to your biased and untrue reporting on Palestinian casualities. You make no mention of 
the terrorism they commit against Israel, that causes Israel to take action.  
These same \"sympathetic\"  individuals danced in the streets when Americans were murdered 
Sept 11.  
If I were Israel I would not kill a few militants, I would destroy a town for every Israli killed. That 
is what America should do in Iraq.  

http://bmj.bmjjournals.com/cgi/content/full/329/7471/924�


Humane treatment is looked upon as weakness in the mideast. Why is there not an outcry about 
the beheadings!!!!! 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:24 
 
The British Medical Journal included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

18/10/2004 18:39 
 
Mr Abbasi, 
 
Included in your Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 
terrorist hijackers: 
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001. \" 
The reality is that the only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 
3,000. Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that 
(1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
Beyond branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal colonization and 
apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and political 
corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Overall I am very disappointed that a respected journal has decided to publish such blatant bias 
and innacuracy without first researching the validity of the claims. I hope you have in place a 
better process for actual medical research. 
 
Yours 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:23 
 



Wow. How incredibly racist do you have to be to find an excuse to justify the murders of Jews in 
a MEDICAL PUBLICATION. Given the Hippocratic oath to \"do no harm\", I find it hard to believe 
any physician would read a propagandist tract such as yours.  
As for the patients and families coping with diabetes, you do them a disservice by using your 
power to encourage racist lies instead of spreading knowledge and hope. 
This is not only sad, but truly a hideous, racist anti-semitic act. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:42 
 
I would like to know how presumably an intelligent and informed individual can compare the 
events of 9/11 and al Quaeda to the unfortunate Palestinian-Israeli conflict.  At no point are 
there orders given from \"upper mangement\" in Israel to blatantly target civilians.  On the 
contrary, Israel loses human life in order to avoid civilian casualties.  You and I both know that 
Israel, with their superior air power can drop smart precision guided weapons to target terrorists, 
however, they DONT. Rather, they go house to house in search of their targets.  I can go on with 
many other instances, but truthfully, as someone who understands what propaganda is 
understands that your agenda is something different.  
 

 

18/10/2004 18:36 
 
Dear Mr Abbasi 
 
Re: 
\"The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian health system. \" 
------------------------------------ 
Can you please justify to me the poor journalism contained in the Summerfield article.   
The comparison to 9/11 is appalling and I feel that a publication of your standing should make 
clear to its readers that articles such as this may well contain opinion rather than fact - if you 
have not already done so. 
There is no good that can come out of this, it only continues the distortions that abound in the 
media. 
 
Yours etc 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:22 
 
You have portrayed Israelis in your magazine as a bunch of mass murderers and war criminals.  
Statements to the effect that the IDF is ordered to kill children are untrue.  Furthermore, the 



majority of Palestinians who have been killed are armed thugs and murders, terrorists and 
combatants.  There is no mention of Israelis murdered or Palestinian criminals who routinely 
shoot mothers and the unborn in their mothers” wombs. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:16 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi: 
I am shocked by the lack of editorial judgment apparent in your October 16 issue -- in particular, 
in connection with the article, 
\"Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes,\" penned by Dr. Derrick Summerfield.  
Dr. Summerfield”s piece is filled with inflammatory and inaccurate accusations against Israel and 
its conduct in the Palestinian territories.  Among other things, he falsely accuses Israel as having 
killed over 3,000 \"unarmed civilians\" since Sep. 2000, when, in fact, the majority of those 
Palestinians killed since that time have been armed militants, according to all international press 
accounts.  Moreover, Summerfield”s assertion that \"[c]learly, soldiers are routinely authorised 
to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no threat\" lacks all foundation and is 
predicated solely on the fact that, tragically, minors have died from gunshots to the upper 
extremities or head.  That in itself is not conclusive of any organized policy or authorization, and 
the article makes no mention of the Israeli government”s articulated policies on military conduct 
that prohibit just that. 
I am deeply disturbed by your decision to run this article in this form and as to what that 
decision means for the reputed integrity and objectivity of your publication. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:42 
 
Dear Kamran, 
 
Your article on Palestinians and Isreal sounds like it is full of baloney.  When the Palestinians 
desire Peace more than killing Jews, I am sure they will be welcomed to join the world 
community as decent human beings.  Until then, Isreal must do what it must do to protect its 
citizens---and I mean all of its citizens.  Body counts and wars of attrition should not be 
tolerated.  In other words, you kill one of us and we have the right and responsibility to return 
fire in massive doses so that you can”t kill another. By the way, since when does a medical 
journal get involved in world politics? 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:43 
 
The article by Dr. Summerfield is grossly false and biased. As an american registered nurse I find 
it unbelievable that a respected journal would publish such falsehoods. The majority of Palestians 
killed were TERRORISTS and armed combatants. The IDF goes out of its way to NOT harm 
civilians, even at the risk of its own soldiers. Why don”t you ask the corrupt Palestinian Authority 
where all the billions of aid dollars went? This money could have vastly improved healthcare 
instead of going into the personal bank account of Yasser Arafat! I  would hope that you would 
claify the groos misrepresentations in this article. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:43 
 
Please keep your Jew-Hatred to yourself when writing in medical journals.  It”s disgusting.  The 
IDF does nothing except defend innocent Israelis from Palestinian terrorism. 
 



 

18/10/2004 18:45 
 
Why does everyone in Europe always blame Israel first?  You should do a story on how corrupt 
the Palestinian leadership is and how much they steal from their own people.  Lot”s of countries, 
including Israel, give millions of dollars to the Palestinians and yet their people live in squalor.  
Where is the money going?  Not to healthcare.  Not to anything except the pigs in charge.  All 
you people do is complain and blame the Jews.  Your people live in the past.  Look in the mirror 
dumbass!  You won”t have the balls to respond, arab men are insecure, pathetic losers who have 
to keep their women down to feel like men.  Just a bunch of camel fuckers! 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:17 
 
Shame on the author and editor.The article is distorting the facts: The Palestinians killed during 
the Intifada they started in 2000 were not \"unarmed civilians\" - majority of them were 
terrorists and armed combatants that used civilians as a human shield - thus there were 
casualties among civilians as well. Israeli army, unlike Palestinian militants, never aimed at 
buses, restaurants, disco clubs, etc., they fought the deadly enemies who do not cover their goal 
to exterminate the whole Jewish population. Palestinian athority chose the wrong way - they 
launched the war that brought disaster in their own home.  
 

 

18/10/2004 18:39 
 
How dare such a well respected and well read journal as yours stoop to cheap politiking  by 
allowing the Palestine article to be published with no back up of facts.   Everyone knows that the 
problems in Israel and Palestine are not the sole responsibility of Israel.   You owe it to your 
readers to stop politics from entering the issue of medicine.   Shame on You 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:33 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi, Kindly advise as to who had ultimate responsibility for the publication of this 
article in your journal. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:13 
 
Dear Sirs: 
After reading the comments being made in ERROR about the IDF being authorized to shoot 
children as well as the status of people injured or killed - you are WRONG and should be 
ASHAMED of this type of bashing. 
An appology is expected! 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:47 
 
So sad that a respected medical journal chooses to reprint an article that is so blatantly unfair 
and prejudiced.  The state of affairs has indeed sunk to new lows. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:30 
 



I write to protest your publication of Dr. Derrick Summerfield”s offensive article, without even 
the courtesy of a reply from the other side.  Not are his words inaccurate, but in their very 
essence they represent what Dr. Lawrence Summers, the president of Harvard University, called 
anti-Semitic in effect even if not in intent.  He states, incorrectly, \"The Israeli army, with utter 
impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number 
of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" The only actual similarity between the two is the 
death count ¯ approximately 3,000. Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed 
civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since 
September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-
Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark 
contrast to 9/11. 
The article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and political corruption have 
contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system, or to the Palestinian 
casualties. 
You have tainted an otherwise excellent journal by allowing in a biased and inaccurate potical 
polemic. 
 
With regret 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:20 
 
  The article \"Palestine: The Assault on Health and Other War Crimes\" is political diatribe, full of 
false allegations and propaganda. It hqas no p;lace in a journal which purports to publish reliable 
medical research. To allow the journal to be used for the dissemination of hate filled propaganda 
serves neither the journal nor medical science. Surely, a refutation is badly needed. I trust you 
will handle this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

18/10/2004 18:49 
 
I find that your anti-semitic and racist article about Israel is really not acceptable for a medical 
journal.  I would have expected much more from a seemingly respectable Journal.  What other 
motivation, other than hate and pure anti-semitism, would the writer have, to twist the facts and 
print outright lies?  You should take a good long look in the mirror and ask yourself what your 
motivation was as well.  Obviously the British anti-semitism is strongly rooted, as your people 
kicked out the Jews for centuries.  The modern British anti-semitism is slightly cloaked in anti-
Zionism, but if you are holding Israel to a different and higher standard than any other country 
or people, then what is the root motivation of this?   
Anyone who truly knows Israel knows that it does NOT intentially kill innocents.  Any war, and 
the Palestinians did start this war, has collateral civilian casualties.  The difference between 
Palestinian violence is that it is directed at innocent civilians - on buses, in cafes, in University 
cafeterias, etc.  Israeli violence is directed at combatants, and the vast majority of those killed 
have indeed been combatants.   
By the way, why did the article leave out some facts: 
- Palestinians often won”t let their injured be taken to Israeli hospitals for better quality care, 
even at the expense of death, since these deaths are seen as helping their cause 
- The sad state of Palestinian health can be mostly blamed on the Palestinians themselves, since 
their leadership has pilfered funds that was for health into their own coffers 
I can go on, but will leave it at this: Your article is anti semitic and full of venom and hate 
towards Jews.  If you can live with that, I feel very sorry for you! 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:49 
 



I am shocked, appalled and dismayed that such an obvious anti-semitic article by Dr.(?) Derrick 
Summerfield appeared in your journal. I expected much more professionalism from you. This 
inappropriate article is not worthy of such a prestigious journal and is beneath you. You are not 
1940”s Nazi Germany. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:50 
 
Derek Summerfield”s \"analysis\" of the situation in Israel and the Palestinians would be amusing 
if it wasn”t so tragic.  Many, too many have died in this conflagration and yet the \"honorary 
senior lecturer\" seems to have totally left half the story out.  What is the reason for the fence? 
What is the reason for the incursion into Gaza? Why are the Palestinians suffering so terribly?  
Mr. Summerfield seems to have overlooked the fact that much lies at the feet of the Palestinians 
and particularly the totally incompetent leader, Mr. Arafat.  The Palestinians need to look into the 
mirror to see where the major fault lies for all their misery and all the atrocities, including myriad 
suicide bombings and killings of hundereds of innocent Israelis which Mr. Summerfield 
conveniently leaves out.  THe wall by the way is 95 percent fence and would not be there if Arab 
terrorist would curtail their flagrant bombing of Israeli civilians.  
The story told is so biased as to make it laughable. The real story is one of the great tragedies of 
our times and could be solved with some level heads on both sides. 
 

 
 
Blantantly politicalization is highly inappropriate in a medical journal of your caliber.  Kindly 
produce a study of the cost in human terms of Arab terror against unarmed Israelis in 
restaurants and on buses. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:30 
 
The article entitled \"Palestine :  The assault on health and other war crimes\" by Dr. Derrick 
Summerfield has been called to my attention.  I have not read the full article, but if true that y 
ou have held Israel wholly responsible for the deaths of unarmed civilians in Palestine, you have 
done a disservice to your audience by not attaching equal importance to the suicide  bombings, 
and the assaults on settlements of Jewish civilians by Palestinian terrorists.  Violence is to be 
deplored regardless of motivation.  Let us all  contribute to non-violence by publicizing all the 
facts truthfully.  D. McMahon  
 

 

18/10/2004 17:32 
 
To publish the total distortion about Israel by Dr. Derrick Summerfield indicates to me that 
anything else you might have to say is not to be relied upon. 
Am I Jewish? No, I am Swedish. To tell only one side of the story is nothing short of a lie! 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:27 
 
How dare you make a medical journal political and quote such false statistics?  How dare you 
refuse to acknowledge all the terrorists killed and all the children spared by their demise!  How 
dare you intentionally leave out the reasons why Palestinians terrorists are being hunted down.  
How dare you forget Jenin, where Israeli soldiers went house to house, risking their lives, looking 
for terrorists, while America would have just carpet bombed the place. 
How dare you call yourselves Journalist. 
 



 

18/10/2004 17:21 
 
Dear Editor 
 
I was sickened by this article. It is offensive and clearly designed to fan the flames of  hatred.  
Dr. Summerfield”s \"observations\" are made based on flawed facts, his virulently racist opinions 
and brings the Journal down into the gutter. 
Perhaps you should verify \"facts\" before printing them. As it stands, your publication shows 
strong support for terrorist organisations (Hamas, Al Aqsa Martyrs Brigade, and others already 
banned by our government for their terrorist activities). 
Your staff needs to review its safety procedures to ensure that such vitriolic rubbish does not 
make its way into the pages of the Journal in the future. 
 
Yours 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:51 

 
Sir: It was disquieting to review Dr. Summerfield”s article on Palestinian health in your medical 
journal.  What is clear is that the man is antisemitic and you have allowed him to use your 
publication to make his inaccurate political pronouncements.  The globe is being innundated with 
this new antisemitic rhetoric couched in politically correct terminology.  Surely you have credible 
medical articles which could advance the world”s knowledge that sure more properly be included.  
He and you owe Israel an apology, but then Europeans and Britain do seem to be losing sight of 
the lessons one would hope were hard won in WWII. Shame on you. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:52 
 
You describe BMJ as follows: 
 
The BMJ aims to publish rigorous, accessible and entertaining material that will help doctors and 
medical students in their daily practice, lifelong learning and career development. In addition, it 
seeks to be at the forefront of the international debate on health.  To achieve these aims we 
publish original scientific studies, review and educational articles, and papers commenting on the 
clinical, scientific, social, political, and economic factors affecting health. 
Your publication in the October 16th. issue of Dr. Derrick Summerfields article comparing the 
Palestinian Israeli issues to the 9/11 terrorist hijackers does in no way fit with your publications 
goals.  How can you publish this totally biased political article, that is totally untrue, has little or 
nothing to do with health and ignores what the real issues are. The only actual similarity is the 
death count, approximately 3,000. Summerfield labels all Pallestinian casulaties as unarmed 
civilians. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian health system.  
How a biased and politically motivated article is published by a reputable Medical Journal that is 
considered one of the world”s top four general medical journals, is incomprehensible.  
ISRAEL-BASHING DOES NOT BELONG IN MEDICAL JOURNALS! 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:13 
 
The article on Palestinian casualties by Summerfield in BMJ represents an astonishing example of 
non-scientific, non-medical prejudicial opportunism. His false charges are so pervasive and 
egregious that they cannot be refuted adequately in a short space. Suffice it to say that he sees 



no difference between the deaths of Sept 11 victims and Hamas members who die with a bomb 
attached to their bodies while standing on a bus containing schoolchildren. The stature of BMJ is 
in very serious trouble. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:50 
 
In your Oct. 16 issue you published an article by Dr. Derrick Summerfield entitled “Palestine: The 
assault on health and other war crimes.” In the article Dr. Summerfield compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers.  He states that \" The Israeli army, with utter impunity, 
has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number of people 
who died on September 11, 2001.\"  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11. 
How you could allow such blatant falsehoods and distortions to be published in a “respected” 
medical journal is beyond belief, unless your medical journal subscribes to his assertions and 
your new mission is to malign Israel and abet Palestinian terrorism against Israeli civilians. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:21 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi, 
 
As an academician in electrical engineering where objectivity is prized I was shocked to read 
about Dr. Derrick Summerfield”s highly politicized article.  Is it acceptable editorial practice for 
medical journals to so brashly expose political biases?  What benefit in extending medical 
knowledge does Summerfield accrue by comparing the IDF”s battles in Gaza to the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks? 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:54 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
The British Medical Journal included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled”Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001. The only actual 
similarity between the two is the death count approximately 3,000. Summerfield labels all 
Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians”, denying the fact that (1) the clear majority of 
Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants 
(according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has been 
deliberately killed “with impunity”, in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Antisemitism and politics should have no place in the BMJ.It will be the reputation of the BMW 
that will suffer, not Israel. 



 

 

18/10/2004 17:23 
 
I just wanted to voice my displeasure with recent articles that are obviously bias and antisemetic 
in the way they portray the israeli - palestinian conflict.... no mention of the corruption or the 
arab abuse of their children by encouraging and motivating them to blow themselves up killing 
themselves and innocent jews.... Muslims have become the ultimate sanctioned culture of child 
abuse in the world.... perhaps that”s worth a comment or two by your authors... 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:22 
 
Your recent article about Palestinian deaths is far from the objectivity that is the prized quality of 
Medical Science.   
You totally fail to recognize the corruption in Palestinian government that has led to the Intifada, 
the complete lack of any effort to restrain Palestinian terrorists who target civilians almost 
exclusively.  The vast majority of Palestinians killed have been armed combatants.  Their practice 
of hiding in residential neighborhoods and surrounding themselves with women and children 
while shooting at Israeli soldiers is most certainly a factor in the unintended civilian casualties.  
Perhaps you would be more suited to editing a political journal and should consider a change in 
career. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:34 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
1) The British Medical Journal included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The 
assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the 
IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
Would you be so kind to place a clear rectification of his article and consider measures against 
those who helped spread false info via your otherwise respected magazine, 
 
Thank you, 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:22 
 
I sincerely hope that it is not your nationality or religion as indicated by your last name that has 
led you to accept the article  “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” for 
publication in your magazine. The article”s unfounded and politically motivated assertion that the 
IDF has (a) \"Clearly targeted civilians and (b) that those civilians were unarmed ,are both 
complelty factually inaccurate. Most of the killed and wounded were in fact armed Palestinians 
and Israel does not target civilians. If it had, there wouldnt be a Palestinian left to carry out the 



numerous terrorist attacks against unarmed Israeli civilians. This article does not belong in a 
medical journal or any other journal worth publishing. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:55 
 
Dr. Summerfield’s article is not only factually incorrect but is a blatant use of a medical journal 
for propaganda.  I personally have been to the West Bank and Israel and I vehemently disagree 
with this disingenuous viewpoint.  I have personally interviewed soldiers and reviewed Israeli 
army (IDF) military guidelines and the targeted use of civilians is only employed by Palestinian 
terrorists, NEVER by the IDF.  War crimes are being committed, but they are by the Palestinian 
terrorists.  According to the 4th Geneva Convention Part 1 Article 3 terrorists that use civilians to 
hide behind or for a military advantage are appropriate military targets.  Furthermore, the deaths 
of civilians are the responsibility of the terrorists who use them as shields not the attacking 
military party. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:09 

 

The British Medical Journal included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Arab civilians since September 
2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001. 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ? approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Arab casualties “unarmed civilians” ? denying the fact that (1) the clear 
majority of Arabs who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants 
(according to the  Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Arab civilian has been deliberately 
killed “with impunity” ? in stark contrast to 9/11. 
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Arab minors have died from wounds to the upper 
body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Arab terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian Authority heath 
system. 
This article is inappropriate for a respected journal. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:27 

 

“Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” by Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares 
the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers.  Mr. Abbasi, this article is clearly false.  
You should issue an apology to your readers.  Do you hate Jews? 
 

 



18/10/2004 18:56 

 

your recent article re palestinians and israel is shocking in its inaccuracies and bias. if this is an 
example of your writing why should anyone believe ant of your medical pontification. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:30 

 

completely erroneous and inappropriate 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:26 

 

I really find it offensive that you allow your medical journal to be used as crude, false, anti-Israel 
propaganda.  Even the most cursory reading shows the sheer false claims etc.--where is your 
peer review and critical evaluation? 
Are you just another propaganda vehicle?? 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:56 

 

sorry, the last one didn”t go through the spell check. This is corrected: 
 
I recently read your article on the health effects of the current war between Israelis and 
Palestinians. I find your article completely devoid of factual data. During the time of 
\"occupation\" between 1967 and 1991, the quality of health care and life in the territories was 
amongst the highest of any Arab country. It began to deteriorate substantially when Arafat and 
his cronies started draining the resources that were left and pillaged the coffers of the PA. 
Furthermore, your article makes no reference to the cause of Israeli incursions, namely to go 
after terrorist and \"civilian\" combatants that masquerade behind schools, mosques, orchards 
and private homes. 
Obviously there are some innocent victims. But your article is lying to the public when it makes 
false analogies to the victims of 9/11 (who were specifically targeted) and the victims of 
Palestinian terrorism in Israel who are also non-combatant and innocent. 
Dr. Derrick Summerfield should spend some time visiting an Israeli hospital treating with equal 
vigor both Muslim, Christian and Jewish patients with the same effort and fairness, while in Gaza, 
if you don”t share the same political opinion with Hamas or Fattah, you are liable to be pulled out 
of your hospital bed, dragged down the corridors, dumped in the street and be summarily 
executed right there (as has happened). 
Your statement: \"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorized to shoot to kill children in situations 
of minimal or no threat.\" is another lie. Israeli soldiers are routinely disciplined, tried and 
sometimes convicted of using excessive force. This NEVER, NEVER happens on the Palestinian 
side (remember the \"revolving door\" policy of the PA jails 5 years ago?). 
 

 



18/10/2004 17:32 

 

Totally inappropriate and without facts. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:14 

 

Your article about Israel is bullshit. You should be very ashamed. 
 
Dr.  
 
The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

18/10/2004 17:23 

 

The British Medical Journal  included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those 
of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers. Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” 
cleearly absolving terrorists and armed combatants who hide among civilian populations. No 
Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11. 
Summerfield raves further that: \"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill 
children in situations of minimal or no threat.\" 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article through its selective silence absolves the so-called 
Palestinian Authority of terror and political corruption,which have contributed to the unfortunate 
state of the Palestinian heath system. 
If this is typical of a British \"science\" journal, then you”ve taken a page from the Soviets and 
the Nazis in their manipulation of scientific data. What”s next for you, perhaps socio-biology?  



 

 

18/10/2004 17:32 

 

Dear Editor, 
 
Though I have trained in Law, I have a particular interest in Medical Ethics and Euthanasia, have 
long been a reader of the BMJ and have always held it in the highest esteem. 
Derrick Summerfield”s article in teh last issue has deeply stirred and shaken my opinon of the 
BMJ, adn that of many readers. Whilst parts of his article are informative, others are in blatant 
disregard of commonly known facts and easily ascertainable statistics. Without for a moment 
denigrating Summerfield”s right of free speech, I feel that certain defamatory statements made 
aginst a state and its army have no place in a respected scientific journal.  
I would take this opportunity to offer to write a response to Summerfield”s article; there is ample 
evidence that the Israelis have contributed immensely to the advancement of emergency 
medicine and the handling of mass-medical emergencies simply on account of their experience in 
the face of Palestinian terror attacks, and the increasing complexity and brutality of the same. I 
think it would be appropriate to allow, indeed encourage, a reponse, on a medical level, to this 
article and I have already secured the support of several practitioners in the UK and in Israel who 
are willing to help in writing this response. 
I hope to hear from you shortly that this offer will be accepted. 
I may be contacted on [email address and telephone number supplied]  
Yours truly, 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:32 

 

In the Oct. 16 article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes,” the 
author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 



 

18/10/2004 17:20 

 

Sir, 
Dr. Summerfield”s article is one of the most prejudiced pieces I have yet seen in a reputable 
journal. Shame! The IDF never authorises, nor do Israeli soldiers ever aim at civilians, not to 
mention children, deliberately. Their firing is always and has always been in response to attacks. 
Dr. Summerfield”s statistic about the 3000 dead is correct only insofar as it must include all 
Palestinian casualties, the vast majority of which have been of terrorists and fighters. The 
Palestinians make a common practice of using civilians and their homes and business, and 
mosques, I might add, as shield. They do not fight as a bona fide enemy, but as terrorists. As 
such, they are entitled to none of the consideration of official combatants. Furthermore, let Dr. 
Summerfield and his ilk remember who started all this. Let us return to 1948. I need not rehash 
the whole history. 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:03 

 

What about the terroists that kill innocent Israelis? OR DOESNT THAT COUNT. You should be 
asshamed of yourself allowing sunch untruths to be printed by an obvioulsly biased person. I am 
gled that you dont live in the United States. Get your facts straight and dont be so antisemitic 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:34 

 

Your recent article on casualties among Palestinian\"s does not mention the fact that if there 
were no terrorists acts against Israel these deaths would have been avoided. The 9/11 attack 
was an unprovoked attack against innocent people. Certainly not in retaiation of suicide attacks! 
Please try to be more objective and honest in the future. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:04 

 

I will also send a letter to Dr. Summerfield; however, I am not completely sure a letter such as 
this is worthy of publication in BMJ. It is not a review - it is a fully biased and poorly researched 
diatribe against Israel. In short, it fails to disclose that the vast majority of Palestinian deaths 
mentioned were armed militants - and are not comparable to those sitting at their desks that 
frightful morning of September 11. I do not excuse the Israeli army for some of the deaths that 
have taken place, but it is absurd to state the Israeli army has obviously integrated the 
whimsical killing of children and others as part of their policy. To make a statement like that, and 
never discuss the horrific bus/ restaurant/ car/ suicide bombings that take place or the blatant 
lies \"ie the massacre in Jenin\" is blatant bias and is blind. Dr. Summerfield should be ashamed 
that his intellect is so stifled as to see his own obvious flaw. Perhaps he should discuss this with 
one of his Psychiatric colleagues and uncover some of his own suppressed angsts leading to this 
anger. 



 

 

18/10/2004 18:34 

 

Dr. Summerfield\\”s aricle, \\\"Palestine..\\\" is pure propaganda. By publishing it you give aid 
and comfort to terroriists like Hamas, et als, and in effect place yourself on the side of evil in the 
world. Do you have any standards regarding fact checking and objectivity or was the anti-Israel 
slant the basis for this so-called \\\"medical\\\" article? I have been following this conflict for 
years and have never found any basis on which to believe that the IDF deliberately targets 
civilians the way that Hamas suicide bombers obviously do. 
Dr. Summerfield has lost his moral compass, if he ever had one. And you have too to allow such 
a bogus article into your journal.  
 

 

18/10/2004 17:20 

 

Mr Abbasi, 
 
In your Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” 
The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers. This is not accurate and has no place in your Medical Journal. The guy twists the facts 
and fails to mention what creates the horror in Gaza and the West Bank. If Arafat had agreed to 
the Camp David agreement instead of focusing on the terror campaign he unleashed would 
Israeli teenagers (soliders) have to be protecting their families and \"occupying\" anything? 
Please clean up your authors 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:05 

 

I am disappointed in your incorrect reporting related to the article “Palestine: The asault on 
health and other war crimes” by Derrick Summerfield.  Please research facts and print truthful 
journalism. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:19 

 

Your comparison of israel to terrorists in Sept 11 is offensive & mistaken, & no doubt reflects anti 
semtiic semitic sentiments by your editing board. The fact is that Israel is surrounded by tens of 
millions of ferocious Muslims whose one wish is to annihilate all Jews, furthermore, the 
Palestinians deliberately use children as pawns in the frontlines of fighting in order to gain 
sympathy & engender outrage from simplistic minds like those reflected in your Journal 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:05 

 



Dear sir, 
 
I was absolutely horrified to see in your Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, uses this to make a 
blatant and highly biased political attack on Israel, in the guise of “describing” his reading of the 
current political turmoil and violence in the Gaza strip. This sort of article does not fit in with your 
stated mission, and diminishes greatly the stature of your journal. 
 
Sincerely 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:06 

 

I fail to inderstand how a so-called medical journal can publish such a one-sided article without 
listing the Israel side.Such articles blong in the Hamas medical literature. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:03 

 

Dear Mr. Abbasi- 
 
In regards to the Oct. 16 article entitled \\”Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes, I find it absolutely reprehensible that Dr. Derrick Summerfield was able to exploit the 
British Medical Journal as a platform to voice his personal opinions.  Not only is the British 
Medical Journal an entirely inappropriate arena for such baseless, reckless, and incredulous 
rhetoric. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties \\”unarmed civilians\\” ? denying the fact that (1) 
the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed \\”with impunity\\” as Summerfield suggests.  
I charge you, as a point of principle, to make a formal apology on the behalf of the British 
Medical Journal for having published such words, and to go as far as to repudiate his erroneous 
statements with ones that are accurate and unbiased. 
Thank you. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:28 

 

I am ashamed to say that we share the same profession. How could you print such anti-semitic 
garbage in your journal? 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:08 

 



Clearly the tiny state of Israel is still fighting for it”s life. Jews have had to do this generation 
after generation. Israel is the smallest state in area in the middle east. The infatada has declared 
a religious war on the Jews. Hitler did this in Germany during WWII. There are so many arab 
states:Iran,Jordan,Sudan, Egypt,that could take in the Palestinians, but they won”t because they 
want Isreal to be wiped out. Sociologicaly speaking the group that is the palestinial people are 
Arab not Hebrew by self definition. After the holocaust the Jews learned never again. Never again 
to be carted off to death camps. WhenIsrael became a state in 1948 the Israeli”s knew that they 
would do whatever it takes to survive; to exist in in a world that still prfesses hate for their very 
existence manifested in the term anti semitism.  
 

 

18/10/2004 18:40 

 

I”ve read with disgust the article that appeared in a recent BMJ edition, entitled, \"Palestine...\"  
I do not understand how a prestigious journal can allow a piece that has little factual basis to 
appear in its pages.  Comparing the defensive effort of Israeli soldiers against armed terrorists to 
the 9/11 terrorists is incredible.  Claiming, without proof, that the IDF authorizes the intentional 
killing of children, is reprehensible.  I thought the BMJ was a professional journal, not a hack job 
intended to allow anti-Semitic and anti-Israel rantings.  You owe all Israelis and especially the 
brave young men and women of the IDF an apology. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:09 

 

Hi. I am an American Registered Respiratory Therapist and I am offended concerning your 
protrayal of the Israel Defense Forces. I will share your inappropriate article with many of my 
colleagues. An apology should be forthcoming. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:21 

 

Dear Sir, 
How can a respected medical journal allow such false and misleading statements be made. The 
article states that 3000 palestinians were killed by IDF. How many of them were terrorists. The 
children who are killed are killed because the terrorists use them as shields. Please do your self a 
favor don”t use your journal for the desemination of lies.  
 

 

18/10/2004 17:51 

 

It is refreshing to see a fiction piece published in a medical journal, but disconcerting to see it 
passed off as fact. The inaccuracies and falsehoods in Summerfield”s piece in your journal of 
10/16/04 are appalling. 
 

 



18/10/2004 17:56 

 

Thought you were a Medical Journal and have just read your anti-semetic peice on Isreal. To 
print falsehoods as fact is a far cry from the journalism I was taught in school. Why not just say 
you hate the Jews and wish they were not on earth.  This would be more in line with the writing 
you say is medical journalism. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:11 

 
by your reasoning Israel should allow itself to be destroyed and not fight terror were you around 
when \"we will fight them in the air ,we will fight tjem on te ground,we will fight them on the 
sea\",was spoken? or are you an avowed leftist that doesnot want democracy to flourish? 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:27 

 

Since the expertise of your journal is in medicine, you should stop printing sociological articles, 
which are biased at best.  Blaming Israelis for trying to disarm people who are trying to kill them 
is not equivalent to suicide bombers who wantonly target civilians, many of them infants and 
children.  Stick to articles on diseases, I am sure that your performance there will be far more 
accurate. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:12 

 

As a physician, i am deeply disappointed to learn that the BMJ published the article entitled 
“Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.”  Although it is important for physicians 
to be aware of health crises around the world, it is imperative that these articles are politically 
unbiased and factually correct.  These principles are the foundation of our profession.  The 
aforementioned article grossly violates these tenents and is more propaganda than medically 
informative.  For example, the inflammatory statement that the Israeli army has killed thousands 
of \"unarmed\" palistinians with \"impunity\" is both factually incorrect and biased.  The Israeli 
army has gone to great lengths and sacraficed many lives to carefully target palastinian 
terrorists/killers.  The clear majority of those who have been killed are known terrorists and 
combatants who have placed innocent women, children and unarmed civilians in harm”s way.  
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilt! 
y of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal colonization and apartheid, the article makes 
absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and political corruption have contributed to the 
unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 I would hope that the editors of the BMJ would use better judgement in filtering this kind of 
subjective smut from entering publication.   
 
Looking forward to more responsible journalism, 
 

 



18/10/2004 17:54 
 
The hatred of Jews, displayed in your October issue in the article \"Palestine...\", is a horrible 
disgrace. The facts of the article are wrong - as ample documentation exists proving most of the 
3000 Arabs killed were combatants. 
This article has no place in a medical journal.  Perhaps you see your competition in the 
publication market as the yellow tabloids. 
It must really bother you that Jews contribute so much to medical advances. An interesting 
article would be on the medical care that the Jews provide to the Arabs.  It is far more than the 
British have ever provided.  But an article that shows Jews in a positive light would so offend 
those on your staff who side with Hitler that you could never publish it. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:07 
 
The British Medical Journal included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Since when has a medical journal become a political mouthpiece for Palestinian progaganda? This 
is an outrageous article and Summerfield is obviously using the journal to promote some bizarre 
and personal anti-Israel bias. 
Shame on you for printing this trash.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:47 
 
Oct. 16 issue of MBJ contains an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compaires the army of a democratic country, 
Israel, to the 9/11 terrorists. He draws his conclusion without metioning Palestinian terrorism 
and its role in making life of the Palestinians much worse than before the 2nd Intifada. Instead of 



blaming the terrorists and Arafat, he blames the army, which defends as any army the 
population of its country. 
I”m surprised that this highly polical article coud be published in a medical journal. I”m afraid the 
reputation of the journal will be damaged as a result. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:16 
 
The article in the October 16th issue concerning the actions of the IDF against the Arab 
Palestinian terrorists contains numerous factual errors, resulting in an anti-Israel bias in the tone 
of the article. 
The majority of the Palestinians who have died as a result of clashes with the IDF have been 
armed terrorists.  The IDF actions are essentially defensive in nature.  The IDF does not target 
unarmed civilians, is not authorized to attack unarmed children, and does not kill \"with 
impunity\". 
I suggest that a respected medical journal is not the place for this kind of editorializing.  If you 
disagree, and are inclined to use your publication as a platform for opinion designed to improve 
the moral and ethical state of the world, why don”t you publicize the social and govenmental 
system which encourages young children to strap explosives on themselves and blow themselves 
up, infliciting maximum damage to civilian populations? 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:06 
 
If the reports I read about the acticle appearing with the by-line of the above, are true, then that 
puts the BMJ clearly in line with news oragnisations such as CNN, Reuers, AP, etc.  
There is clear bias and distortion when a statement like: \"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, 
has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number of people 
who died on September 11, 2001.\" is allowed to go unchallenged. 
How many of the Palestinians in this number were ARMED COMBATANTS (to put it mildly) or 
TERRORISTS (the truth be told)? According to the Institute for Counter Terrorism, MOST OF 
THEM. I won”t even go into the other propoganda mentioned in the excerpts of the article that I 
have read. 
My point is, when you start printing articles of such far-out, unsubstantianted views in a class 
publication like the BMJ, how can you maintain CREDIBILITY for anything else in your magazine? 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:31 
 
Dear Kamran Abbasi, 
 
I have learned that the British Medical Journal  &#8213; included in its Oct. 16 issue an article 
entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick 
Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 



    The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count &#8213; approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” &#8213; denying the fact that 
(1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” &#8213; in stark contrast to 9/11. 
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
    Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
I feel that this article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal.  
 

 

18/10/2004 18:01 
 
crimes against the world.  great britain committed thousands of crimes againt israel and its 
innocent people during its occupation of you ever intend to spread peace in the world articles like 
this citing israel committing \"war crimes\" against palestine will only further hatred and 
suffering.  don”t contribute to the continued violence.  wheter \"both\" sides are truly 
represented is immaterial.  truth in reporting is vitally important. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:02 
 
Your absurd anti-Israeli,anti-Jewish screed is unworthy of any medical journal. If the British 
Medical Journal is concerned about it”s credibility, it should remove you immediately. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:35 
 
Sir, 
 
Through the tone of this article Dr. Derrick Summerfield indicts the Israely army with the entire 
woes of the Palestinian health system. 
While a journal of your stature is expected to provide an analysis beyond the basic facts; in this 
case it is clear to an impartial person that the analysis is based upon the opinion of Dr. 
Summerfield and not the facts. 
Your publication would be best served with an immediate retraction of this article. The people of 
Palestine will be best served when the real root causes of their endemic problems are addressed, 
not peripheral issues.  The cause, not the symptoms. 
Physician, heal thyself. 
 



 

18/10/2004 19:16 
 
Mr. Abbasi, 
Your anti-semitic article comparing Israel”s war with terrorists to terrorist attacks on innocent 
American citizens put you in a company with Goebels and alike. You should be ashamed of 
yourself. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:30 
 
Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” The 
author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers: 
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" 
I am astounded at the bald faced untruth - most or those killed were armed terrorists !!!  A 
retraction and appology is required.  
 

 

18/10/2004 17:59 
 
If you are going to be \"politically correct\", you need to spell out the injustices of both sides.  
You fail to mention the many horrendous crimes perpetrated by the Palestinians.  By the way, 
what is your journal up to, reviewing such biased politicized information in a medical journal? 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:37 
 
Shame  inappropriate diatribe 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:36 
 
I am shocked and dismayed that an article by Dr. Summerfield was allowed to be printed in your 
respective medical journal. 
That article has many inaccuracies and is totally biased against Israel.  The terrorists are known 
to hide or live within civillian areas and I believe it is they who are to blame for any casualties.  
Israel values human life ........THEY do not encourage suicide bombers.  I am very saddened by 
the whole article which is TOTALLY untrue.  Even more shocking comparing this to 9 1 1 ! 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:13 



 
I do hope that your articles on medical issues are more factual than your articles on politics, 
particularly the one about Israel killing Palestinian children. I assume that prior to printing 
medical articles they are reviewed for its content, facts and scientific evidence. Should you 
decide to print political articles, the same should apply. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:14 
 
It”s obvious to me that sending you this message is ridiculous since you have an Arab sounding 
name. Maybe you should read the Christian Bible and decide who it says should be in the Land. 
Obviously you hate Jews and Israel. So why am I bothering to send this to you. I pray to G-d 
that He will save you and all the other European anti-Semites. Jesus is coming back and He is 
Jewish. Watch Out! 
  The British Medical Journal  &#8213;  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top 
four general medical journals” &#8213; included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: 
The assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the 
IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
    The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count &#8213; approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” &#8213; denying the fact that 
(1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” &#8213; in stark contrast to 9/11. 
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

18/10/2004 19:19 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
The article \"Palestine: the assault on health and other war crimes\", which was totally without 
proportion and (apart from the grammar) resembles the sort of thing written by some lone 
conspiracy-theorist and posted on a website visited only by fanatics, does not belong in a 
respected scientific periodical like the BMJ.   It would be impossible for me to go through every 
point raised by Derek Summerfield in a simple letter, indeed it is difficult to get past the viciously 
partisan title without going into lengthy discussion, but just to take the opening paragraph as an 
example: it is quite demonstrable that the Israeli Army does not kill civilians \"with impunity\" as 
a couple of recent court cases involving rogue Israeli soldiers have demonstrated. 



 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:56 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi, 
Your coverage of the health of the palestinians is slanderous and inaccurate. 
Perhaps you would do better to focus in on the $3 billion of aid money that Yassir Arafat has 
misappropriated. 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:16 
 
1) The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
If you agree this article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal, send comments to 
British Medical Journal editor Kamran Abbasi:  
 

 

18/10/2004 18:04 
 
Ardor for the Palestinian cause (which distills to the annihilation of Israel) is eroding everywhere 
in the world that it had gained purchase. Principal among the reasons for the erosion is that 
wildly erroneous anti-Israeli propaganda purveyed as fact has not withstood scrutiny. For 
example,egregious lies and exaggerations like those that appeared in the Subject: most of the 
3,000 Palestinian dead referred to in the Subject were armed terrorists; not civilians or children. 



The Palestinians could have self ruled peace and prosperity if they could excise terrorism and 
corruption from their midst. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:39 
 
I am responding to Dr. Derrick Summerfield”s article entitled \"Palestine: The assault on health 
and other war crimes\" in your October 16th issue. This article contains numerous distortions and 
blatant lies that have no place in a medical journal. First, Dr. Summerfield claims that \"The 
Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 
2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" This claim is purely false: 
Although some 3,000 Palestinians have died since September 2000, the majority of them have 
been terrorists and armed combatants, and not “unarmed civilians.” Second, his claim that 
Israeli \"soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat\" is libelous and completely untrue.  
I find it sad that Dr. Summerfield completely ignores the thorough corruption of the Palestinian 
Authority, as well as continuing Palestinian terrorism, as the true sources of Palestinian suffering.  
This article has no place in a medical journal, given its distortions and untruths. Thank you very 
much. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:37 
 
Dear Mr. Abassi: 
 
Your journal has lost all credibility.  It is nothing more than Arab propaganda masquerading as a 
medical journal.  The article by Dr. Summerfield is filled with outright lies, designed to help the 
Palestinian terrorist cause and slander Israel.  What projects do you have planned for the future?  
Perhaps giving logistical support to the suicide bombers?   
 

 

18/10/2004 19:22 
 
Sir: 
In regard to the above referenced article of 16 Oct. ultimo, I would strongly urge the author to 
check his facts and not take \"facts\" out of complete context with the very apparent goal to 
influence the reader.  The personal bias of the author of a political nature has no place in a 
respected medical journal and the links to medical issues are flimsy, at best.  Ultimately, the 
onus of legitimate reporting falls upon you, dear editor, and in the name of honesty in journalism 
I would urge that this affront upon the good name of The Journal be immediately addressed.  
 

 

18/10/2004 17:56 
 



In your Oct. 16 has an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes by 
Dr. Derrick Summerfield which compares the Israel”s acts to be comparable with those of the 
9/11 terrorist hijackers.  It states that the IDF \"with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed 
Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 
11, 2001\".  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. The author 
labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the facts that the clear majority of 
Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants 
(according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and no Palestinian civilian has been 
deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Dr. Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head, \"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in 
situations of minimal or no threat.\" 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
This article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal.  It is anti-Semitic and a distortion of 
Truth.  Why are you printing this false information? 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:23 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi, 
   Dr. Summerfield”s article equating Israel”s response to terrorism with the 911 attack on the 
USA is so of the mark as to demean your publication. I will defend Dr. Summerfields right to his 
opinion, but it has no place in a real medical journal. It should not pretend to be health news. 
                                          sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:24 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi 
 
Sir, if I am not mistaken you are an Iranian, and you are from the very same land of 
Anushiravan Dadgar who had a passion for Justice. How sad that your practice is far from your 
noble culture, the one that preceded the first invasion of the Arabs to Iran.  
The comparison with 911 is utterly rubbish. Besides tha fact that that the majority of the 
Palestinian casualties are cold blooded terrorists, how hard is it for you to differentiate between 
intentional killing of civilians and collateral casualties of people who are unconscionably used as 
shields for terrorists who happen to be their very own people? 
What is it that has clouded your judgment? Is it because you are ignorant about the history of 
the Israeli-Arab conflict or your bigoted mind forbids you to objectively analyze the conflict? 
If you would like to maintain the integrity and respectability of your journal as an academic 
journal, I urge you to stay clear from Anti-Israel Propaganda. 
 

 



18/10/2004 19:23 
 
It is extremely irresponsible for such obviously anti-Israel comments to be approved for 
publication in your recent article.  
The reporter must be aware that almost all Palestinians killed since 2000 have been armed 
terrorists, intent on murdering not just Israeli army soldiers - but innocent men, women, and 
children out shopping or taking a bus ride to work/school/home. It is shocking that a journal 
such as yours could print such biased misinformation! 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:26 
 
Shame on you, for venturing outside of your realm of expertise, and allowing the publication of 
distorted and provocative rhetoric. 
As a New Yorker, who, along with hundreds of thousands of world citizens, who suffered at the 
hands of terrorists and their actions on 9/11/01, I am deeply offended by articles such as this, 
which don”t even have the decency or sense to attempt to mask their obvious anti-Semitic bias. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:27 
 
The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 
All the best, 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:54 
 



Dear Sir, 
 
I believe that the article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” by Dr. 
Derrick Summerfield is inappropriate for a journal devoted to medicine.  His claims are false, 
they are politically motivated, and they make no mention of the internal corruption that has 
contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:28 
 
I was astounded to hear that you have included an article by Dr. Derrick Summerfield in your 
medical journal comparing the actions of the Israeli IDF to 9/11!  First of all, Israel is fighting for 
its survival against people who are attacking civilians with suicide bombs.  Have you ever seen 
the wounds inflicted on the Israelis after one such attack???  Secondly, there is total disregard in 
the article for the fact that Palestinian political corruption has contributed to their miserable 
health system.  That has nothing to do with the IDF, and it is absolutely inappropriate for you to 
include such an article in a reputable medical journal! 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:20 
 
This article erroneously concludes that Israel has killed more \"unarmed Palestinian civilians\" 
than the number killed in the 9/11 atrocities.  Firstly, a large majority of those killed by Israel 
were indeed both armed and fighting.  Israel doesn”t specifically aim to kill innocent children or 
others, but then again, Palestinians don”t follow the Geneva War Conventions concerning 
civilians used as shields, use of uniforms, fighting from neutral areas, etc., etc. 
On the other hand, the Palestinians specifically aim to kill Israeli civilians, from babies to the 
elderly.  The only problem with your article is that you have ascribed to Israel what the 
Palestinians do all the time. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:29 
 
Your recent article comparing Israel’s fight against terrorism with 9-11 is an insult unworthy of 
your publication. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:00 
 
Dear Sir, 
How you could view this article as approprite for a journal that is held in such high esteem is 
baffling to me. You are a MEDICAL JOURNAL! I was appalled to see the misinformation, actually 
blatant lies, that this article contained. You owe Israel an apology and a retraction of this article. 
This is not based on fact and it is not dealing with medicine. You need to look in to your soul to 
see that what you are doing is so very wrong. 



 

 

18/10/2004 17:47 
 
I can not express my anger enough about the palestinian/israeli article just published. Acusing 
the Israeli soldiers of killing the innocent on purpuse and comparing it to 9/11 is unbelievable 
and unacceptable. How  can you let such article be published in your 
journal?????????????????????????????? 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:22 
 
How you could possibly put the following article(partial)in your highly respected journal is beyond 
reason! By any measure, most of the Palestinian casualties have been armed terrorists and 
homicde bombers yet you make no mention of that fact! I thought you were supposed to be a 
scientific journal, not a biased propaganda publication. No wonder such pubications are losing 
credibility. 
\"The assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares 
the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:24 
 
I am writing concerning your article about the terrible state of the health care system in 
Palestine. If the journal is going to make political statements concerning the conditions there, it 
is a blatant and obviosly biased position which omits the fact rgat despite billions and billions of 
dollars in aid given to Yassar Arafat, the supposed leader of the Palestinian people, he has not 
built one hospital. He has not built one road. All of the infrastructure for any medical care given 
to Palestinians has come from the Israelis. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:32 
 
It is entirely inaproppriate for a medical journal to endorse partisan (and factually incorrect) 
political statements. Furthermore, it is Palestinians and other Arab states who reward suicide 
bombersand wanton attacks on schools,public busses and restaurants. Israel, which NEVER 
targets children or citizens,is and was attacked repeatedly in the most dastardly fashion. It is the 
Palestinians who never accepted the original UN decision on the division of the land and attacked 
Israel over and over again. It is Israel that treats all injured in her hospitals. It is to Israel that 
sick people throughout the region go for first rate medical care. 
Medical journals should report on medical and scientific matters.  
 



 

18/10/2004 19:32 
 
I am bitterly disappointed that a reputable medical journal descends to one-sided political 
propoganda, as in your article on Palestine and Israel. 
I am not clear why you wish to include any political comment, but if you do, surely you should 
mention the arab terror through suicide bombers who deliberately murder as many men women 
and children as they can. Why do you not mention that a deal was done to give Palestine its 
independence but Arafat refused. Why do you not point out that arab terror has increased in and 
around the Gaza strip because Israel has promised to pull out. 
And if you are genuinely interested in people being murdered, why not an article about Sudan 
where the Arab Imperialist Government is raping and murdering black Africans in what is 
recognised world-wide as genocide?  
 

 

18/10/2004 19:26 
 
Summerfield”s article in the 10/16 issue is an outrage.  Medical conditions in Gaza are poor, but 
your journal is a medical, not political .  The article is just more Israel bashing...not mention of 
the terrorist activities that lead to Israel”s retaliation.  Stick to medicine. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:24 
 
Att: Kamran Abbasi: Editor 
British Medical Journal 
 
Dear sir. 
 
I very recently was advised of an article that was published in your Medical Journal. 
I refer to the article submitted by Dr. Derrick Summerfield which,I understand was entitled: 
\"Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes\". This article, I feel, does, in 
reality,masquerade as a legitimate academic discourse. But,to the best of my knowledge and 
ability to comprehend his reasoning, I have concluded that it is a deliberate endeavor on his part 
to interject and dessiminate his philosophy and anti-Israeli venom to the thoughts of those who 
read the medical journal. 
It is disgraceful to willingly compare the death count of the Palestinians to those who were killed 
in New York”s Twin Towers avoiding the fact that they were the majority of terrorists and armed 
combatants who killed Israeli mothers, fathers and children at shopping areas,restaurants, 
hotels, in a bus or in a car, as well as in their homes. 
The article in my opinion is disgraceful, shameful,and deliberate. 
It makes no mention of Palestinian politics and terror that has without question contributed to 
the regrettable state of Health among the Palestinian people. 
More astonishing is that The British Medical Journal- one of great stature, one of the world”s top 
four medical journals, as noted by the Financial Times, would permit any article of this level to be 
published under its name. 



 

 

18/10/2004 19:26 
 
YOU OUGHT TO BE ASHAMED. WHERE IS YOUR TRUTH 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:12 
 
I have recently been informed of an article by Derrick Summerfield regarding the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict.  The gist of the report is that Dr. Summerfield”s article is inflammatory, biased 
and states facts incorrectly.  I am an editor of a medical journal[edited], the journal of the state 
medical society of [edited].  I would like a copy of the article to read it”s contents for myself and 
make up my own mind.  Can you please inform me how to obtain such(whether by mail or on-
line) Thank you 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:44 
 
As a regular physician-reader of The BMJ, i was appalled at politically distorted facts in the 
article, \\\\\\\"Palestine, The Assault On Health and Other War Crimes\\\\\\\". Dr. Summerfield 
ignores the fact that the greater number of Palestinians killed were armed terrorist-combatants 
planted midst civilian Palestinians. The right of Israel to defend itself 
necessitates collateral fatalities intrinsic to the nature of the area fostered by the Palestinians. 
This kind of article is an anomaly in the usually excellent material i have been accustomed to 
expect in The BMJ 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:08 
 
As a subscriber to your Publication which I look to for artciles that keep me abreast of various 
aspects of the Medical Profession I find Dr Summerfields article valuless.Further when I require a 
recitation on a Political point of view I will seek the appropriate Publication with authors who 
specialise in Political narrative not a medical practioner with little or no knowledge of current 
affairs. More importantly I now question your qualifications and ability to select article for 
publication that enhance and keep Medical Practitioners updated in our profession. 
  Please stay with the original purpose of the publication and not allow your personal point of 
view jeopardise the quality of good and informative medical information. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:30 
 
I am disappointed that you did not send this article back to the author so he could eliminate its 
inaccuracies.  To call the Palestinians \"unarmed...civilians\" is quite the inaccuracy. 



 

 

18/10/2004 17:39 
 
Please don”t refer to suicide bombers and weapons carrying Palestinians as unarmed civilians.  It 
is a horrible shame that the arab leaders in the middle east can”t do more to teach tolerance and 
peace. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:31 
 
Dear sir,  
I was very negatively surprised with the article in BMJ of mr. Derek Summerfield called 
“Palestine: the assault on health and other war crimes”. First, it seems a strange place to put 
such a political article in a medical magazine. Second, the article is extremely one sided, not 
mentioning anything about the role that palestinian terror organisations have in the negative 
situation of the palestinian people. I am very sad that your magazine printed such a one sided 
political article.  
Best regards, 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:40 
 
You should be ashamed of yourself about the blatant bias of your article about Palestine. 
Not mentioning the Palestinian terror as the root of the recent turmoil is shamefull. It is a wonder 
how nobody is asking how come that before the Palestinians started their Intifada 4 years ago 
there were no Palestinians or for that matter Israelis being killed. You probably just landed 
recently here from Mars yourself. 
And you being a muslim does not have anything to do with the bias of course!! 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:42 
 
Your inaccurate facts about the wounding of Palestinian \"children\" by Israeli army personel is 
incorrect and it is inappropriate to mix personal political beliefs in publications by the medical 
field, which should be unbiased and wholey about treatment and care of all peoples. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:38 
 
Dr. Derrick Summerfield”s article on Palestine in which he compares the Israeli response to 
Palestinian terror to the 9/11 attacks on the US, is a disgraceful and bigotted slant on reality.  He 
should be ashamed to write such blatantly false material and you should be doubly ashamed to 
publish it. 



 

 

18/10/2004 19:42 
 
Is your mission to be a medical journal or a misrepresenting instrument of a proven corrupt 
Palestinian regime?  Your article in the Oct. 16 issue entitled “Palestine: The assault on health 
and other war crimes” by Dr. Derrick Summerfield.  Contains untrue statements and suppositions 
the amount to little more than pure propaganda.  Are your editorial responsibilities so slanted by 
your personal politics and your support of global international terrorism.   
Why do you not report on the effect of terrorism?  Because then you would not be furthering 
your radical Islamic agenda? 
I weep for the patiets whose doctors are relying on your publication for real medical 
developments. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:55 
 
The author of the article on the health impact of the conflict in the Palestinian Territories lies 
(with impunity) about the orders given to Israeli soldiers.  The Israeli army is instructed at all 
times, even when under fire, to avoid all civilian causualties, especially children.  And, if the 
author is truly interested in writing about the health risks to children, where is the information on 
how they are routinely used as human shields by armed militants and actively recruited by adults 
to commit acts of suicide and homocide?  It might be worth mentioning how much of the 
desperately needed funds sent for humanitarian and medial aid in the territotires are lost to the 
corrupt political forces within the PA that have done little to help address the health and medial 
needs of their people.  Unfortunately, the author was so consumed with seeking only information 
that condemned Israel, the ongoing medical treatment of Palestinians and Arabs in Israeli 
hospitals was overlooked. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:47 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi, 
 
The BMJ has a reputation as a fine medical journal, known for quality peer review to ensure the 
integrity of the biomedical research it publishes.  I disturbs me to read the above referenced 
article.  Not only must one question its place in such an esteemed medical journal, but it appears 
that the editors have not applied the same peer review standards which they apply to other 
articles.  Dr. Summerfield”s article is filled with factual inaccuracies and opinionated statements 
such as claiming that the Israeli Defense Forces have acted with \"utter impunity.\"  His article is 
also poor science, since it ignores variables which have contributed to declining Palestinian health 
such as the misappropriation of funds by the Palestinian Authority.  
I implore you to critically review this article and publish a correction of its falsehoods and 
inaccuracies.  I also urge you to review the policies which allowed such a poor article to be 
published by your august journal. 
 



Sincerely,  
 

 

18/10/2004 19:41 
 
The recent article on Health issues in Palestine was blatantly political and should not be included 
in a respected medical joural.  
 

 

18/10/2004 19:44 
 
Since when does he BMJ publish opinion pieces on \"war crimes\"... especially factually incorrect 
ones?  This article is blatantly full of bias, and supported by erroneous facts (see description 
below)... I suggest that the BMJ stick to is mandate!  By the way, is Dr. Derrick Summerfield an 
expert on Middle-East politics and the Arab / Israel conflic to be making the claims he has 
made... I don”t see that as part of his credentials! 
“Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, 
compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

18/10/2004 19:38 
 
Dear Abbasi, 
 
Your reporting by Dr. Summerfield is either blatently partisan politically or plain Anti-Semitic 
culturally. In any way your Journal deserves much better quality reporting. The Palestinian 
terrorists are the ones who target civilans through sucide bombings or by rockets. The Israeli IDF 
goes out of its way to protect the civilans. However, when the terrorists hide behind women and 
children or even use them in their terrorist activities it will be unavoidable that some of them are 
cought in the fire.  
Not to see this fact calls into question the motives of your reporting personnel.  



 

 

18/10/2004 19:40 
 
How can you allow such an unbalanced and blatantly distorted article to appear in a journal such 
as the BMJ? 
1. The majority of Palestinians killed by Israel were combatants. 
2. Unlike the Palestinians, Israel does not deliberately kill unarmed civilians. 
I might also point out that the medical facilities and health standards of Palestinians far surpass 
anything in neighbouring Arab countries - presumably this would not have fitted with 
Summerfield”s unfair analysis 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:46 
 
Your recently article regarding the authorization of the Israeli army to shoot Palestians is 
completely inaccurate. NOt only do Israelis value the life of all children of the world, [they] 
founded the organization Save a Child”s Heart which operates on Palestian children AT NO 
CHARGE TO THEM to cure heart defects, and several Palestian familes even attended [the 
founder’s] funeral. YOU should check out www.sachild.org to see what is really go on in Israel 
and Palestian hospitols. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:55 
 
Dear Mr Abbasi,  
 
I am writing to you concerning an article that appeared in the October 16th edition of the BMJ 
entitled Palestine: The Assault On Health and other War Crimes. I would like to state that I found 
that the authors statement were inaccurate and biased. To quote Derek Summerfield \"the 
Israeli Army with utter umpunity has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 
2000 than the number of people who died in September 11th 2001\". 
Firstly Mr. Summerfield labels \"all Palestinian casualties \"unarmed civilians\". However he 
clearly denies the fact that the majority of Palestiains who have died since September 2000 have 
been terrorists and armed combatants. (SEE Institute For Counter Terrorism.) 
Secondly to compare Israels defence in its own country AGAINST terrorism (to prevent such 
tradegies as 9/11 from happening) as being on the same level as the sickening act of terrorism 
against the American people on 9/11 is totally inappropiate.No Palestinian has been deliberately 
killed with \"umpunity\", in contrast to 9/11. 
Thirdly the article also makes no mention of how Palestinian terror and political corruption have 
contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian health system. 
I believe that the article is inappropiate for a respected medical journal such as yourselves and 
Mr Summerfield needs to be very clear on his facts and arguments before he writes any articles 
that deal with such a complex and emotive situation such as this in the future. I would ask the 
BMJ to consider carefully all its articles before publishing them. 
Thank you for your time and attention to my concerns. 



 
Yours sincerely  
 

 

18/10/2004 18:05 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
I”m appalled that an article by Dr Derrick Summerfield entited \"Palestine: The assault on health 
and other war crimes\" was published by your well-respected journal.  This article is full of 
baseless accusations.   
An example is the claim that all Palestinian casualties are \"unarmed civilians\". This belies the 
fact that most of the casualties in Israel”s war on terrorism have been \"terrorists and armed 
combatants\" according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism.  
Summerfield makes a false claim that Palestinian civilians are deliberately killed with impunity, 
and that \"clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of 
minimal or no threat\".  This flies in the face of all factual information. 
Summerfield also makes \"absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and political 
corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system\" 
(HonestReporting). 
I have two questions: 
Why is a biased article like these even printed in a journal of your caliber? 
While he”s bashing Israel, why not also bash terrorism? 
I”d appreciate hearing that you”ve retracted Summerfield”s article, and apologized to the 
international health community that supports your work. 
Thank you for your generous listening and reply. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:48 
 
Greetings,As backround I am an American and Jewish. Thankyou for your article \"Palestine: the 
assault on health and other war crimes\" ,a true story that needs to be told - especially in a 
political enviroment of fear and harassment for speaking of the Palestinian experience. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:49 
 
I am appalled at your article describing deaths of Palestinians as comparable to 9/11.  This is a 
terrorist assault on Israel, and Israel”s need to defend itself from suicide bombers, etc. The 
British Medical Journal is an inappropriate forum to vent your political sentiments, and your data 
are factually incorrect as well. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:00 
 



Dear Sir,  Your magazine published an outrageous ariticle condemning Israeli behavior.  Israel 
reacts to unrelenting attacks from people who want to destroy the country.  Israel has fought 
and won 5 wars of defense. When Israel strikes back, it is accused of being the aggressor.   
But you know that already.  Your journal publishes lies and wishes to be among liars who glorify 
and encourage the mass murder that Arabs in the region do to their own people and Israelis in 
busses, restaurants, or open areas.   
You enjoy freedom in Britan.  You would enjoy freedom in Israel.  But in Gaza, Syria, and 
numerous Arab countries, you would be watched, censored, and possibily killed for exercising the 
freedom that you are used to.   
Join in praising freedom and free countries and next time, condemn the despotism and cruelty 
that Palestinians inflict on Israelis and themselves. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:52 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
I\\”m sure you had no problem with the author.You should be ashamed to call yourself an editor! 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:29 

 
I do not see the medical relevance of the inaccurate political article written by Dr. Summerfield 
that was recently published in your journal.  I would hope that you refrain from politics and stick 
to your field in the future. 
Thank you. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:21 
 
Dear Dr. Summerfield,(and your editor) 
I presume you live in the UK if you are writing for the BMJ, meaning that you enjoy the luxury of 
several thousand miles of natural wall - the North Sea, English Channel and Atlantic Ocean - 
protecting you from invasion. 
We in Israel do not have that luxury, nor is the country anywhere near your size.  From the 
Palestinian Authority”s West Bank to the town of Netanya on the coastal plain is a distance of 
some 9 kilometers - and several Palestinian terrorists have blown themselves up there in 
Netanya, taking a number of innocent Israelis with them. 
I am surprised you did not do a comparison study between medical health, mortality and 
treatment of Palestinians during the time that Israel was in charge of the territories, now under 
Palestinian rule.  You would find some surprising numbers about how the health of PA citizens 
was improved, as was the level of health care. 
Odd that your article does not mention the some $5 billion in global funds contributed to the 
Palestinian Authority for the development of infrastructures and productive, healthy living for all 
of its citizens...some of this money came from your pocket sir!  Did any of it get to the intended 
recipient - the suffering Palestinian peasant? 



Of course not - Mr. Arafat used it to buy guns and weapons, pay terrorists to kill Israelis and 
underwrite his wife”s expensive habits. (Your money probably bought her dinner last week.) 
Very strange that while you condemn the Israeli military as being one that “clearly shoots to kill 
with utter impunity” there is no mention of the known fact that Palestinian children are regularly 
sent by Palestinian terrorists as a “front” to throw stones at soldiers, while BEHIND THEM the 
terrorist snipers shoot...and frequently shoot the children.  The Israeli army are not angels, but 
there are very serious operational rules in place and psychopaths are not part of the regular 
recruits. 
If you have ever been in Israel, you would see that there is probably no other culture in the 
world that loves children - any children - more than Israelis...including Israeli men. 
Despite the terrible atrocities against innocent Israelis (such as bus bombings) there is NO 
culture of vengeance in Israeli schools or homes.  We do not rejoice when Palestinians die - 
especially when innocents are killed - we do not hand out sweets or sing. 
You didn”t mention that this is a regular celebration in the Palestinian Authority, nor did you 
mention that PA children are indoctrinated by EU funded schoolbooks to be suicide bombers. 
Dr. Summerfield.  Look at the Samaritans web-site in the UK.  If ONE child commits suicide in a 
school, there is an all out effort by local agencies on all levels to reduce the likelihood of another 
child copying the suicider.  The opposite is true under the Palestinian Authority.  And you are 
funding it Dr. Summerfield - perhaps innocently - maybe you didn”t know - but how can you 
condemn Israeli without stating all the facts on the one hand, and on the other hand you are part 
of the problem.  Both by your words and by your omissions in your publications. 
Shame on you.  No matter what your sense of guilt over events in South Africa, YOU are the one 
funding the PA and their crimes. 
I request that you write a proper article stating the facts. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:54 
 
The BMJ and it”s apolitical stance is now in tatters.  
You, and \"Dr.\" Summerfield make absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and political 
corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian health system. It was in 
no great condition before Arafat launched the 2nd Intifada. It makes no mention of the billions of 
lost Euros, dollars, pounds, that have disappeared under Arafat or the terror unleashed by Arafat 
on his own people. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
 

 

18/10/2004 19:56 
 
Mr Abbasi, 
 
  I am utterly appalled at the amount of misinformation that you have supplied such a 
respectable institution as the BMJ with.I am so sick of hearing how Israel is such an 
uncompassionate and brutal nation, and how they are so cruel to the Palestinians.And to think 



that you would try and tell the people that read this article that the Israelis have killed “more 
unarmed civilians than the number of people that died on 9/11.What an outright lie!! The only 
thing that is right in your article is that this is the correct number of people that have died. How 
you could say that, when that is clearly incorrect I do not know. The majority of palestinians 
killed have been bombers, terrorists and armed combatants.No Palestinian has ever been killed 
with “utter impunity” like your article says. It has always been in defense of the nation, that the 
Israelis have fought back. Have you not listened to all the propaganda that the Hamas leaders 
are feeding their own people? The Palestinia! 
n people”s own leaders are inciting them to violence!! How can you ignore them and say that is 
what the Israelis are doing? 
I hope that you read this e-mail and not just pass it by,as well as take it to heart. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:49 
 
This article contains a definite bias against Israel.  Derrick Summerfield states his opinions as 
fact, and mistates other \"facts\" repeatedly.  I do not appreciate this kind of journalism. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:51 
 
Dr. Summerfield should stick to subjects on which he is qualified to render opinions and 
judgments--clearly politics and history are well beyond his competence, and the editors of a 
\"medical\" journal should be chastised for publishing such a pro-Arab propoganda puff piece 
that is not only erroneous in the facts it presents but hysterically biased in its interpretation of 
those events.  Please stick to what you know--presumably that is medicine--and stay out of 
politics, about which you evidently know very little. 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:01 
 
To the Editor: 
 
How did it occur that such a prestigious such as yours would publish such obviously falshoods as 
were contained in your recent article on Palestinian health conditions? 
With so many of lies, it is hard to know where to begin. The most outlandish is that Israeli 
soliders deliberately target children. For shame. 
Most Palestinians killed have been terrorists perpetrating attacks on Israelis. Israeli soldiers go 
after terrorists. Palestinian terrorists deliberately target civilians. 
Your publication has severely tarnished its reputation with this article. 
 

 

18/10/2004 19:58 
 



What in the world occurred to encourage you to publish such a tissue of lies, misstatements, and 
inaccurate insinuations as was included in the article by Dr. Derrick Summerfield on Israeli 
actions in its defense? Have you no Review Committee? Have you no sense? Shame on you and 
whoever approved such a vicious, stupid piece of propaganda. You have done a disservice to the 
entire British medical establishment. 
 

 

18/10/2004 17:52 
 
Sir:  I am disappointed to hear that a journal as respected as yours has allowed a comparison of 
Israel”s Defence Force”s actions against Palestinians with the barbaric attacks on the World 
Trade Centre in New York City.  This is a political statement which reflects poorly on the status of 
any scientific medical journal.   
 
Respectfully, 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:00 
 
Sir, 
 
The British Medical Journal included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ? approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” - denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” - in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 
Colleague, 
I deem it as inappropriate for a respected and reputable medical journal to allow crude political 
propaganda, masqueraded as a legitimate academic discourse. Hope you agree with me. 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:02 



 
Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
This is totally inappropriate, and garbage. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:18 
 
Dear Kamran Abbasi, 
Up until now I used to thoroughly enjoy reading your  very reputable publication ,since I had a 
displeasure of reading so called  Dr. Derrick Summerfield”s very biased remarks about Israel, I 
lost all of respect for your publication, and now I will not touch it. In October Issue arcticle called 
\"Palestine\" he claims:\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed 
Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 
11, 2001. \" And you let him publish such rubbish. You know  the fact of the matter is that the 
only actual similarity between the two events is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impun! 
ity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat\"- WHAT A RUBBISH! 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. All 
of my colleagues are outraged that a medical publication would allow such rubbish published, 
and certailnly sheads a different light on it all together. Although I”m not Jewish, and happen to 
be of an Irish decent, this makes me mad that an arcticle like that had to have come out of a 
Brittish publication. Non-biased reporting is all I ask, and keep politics out of medicine, Since you 
know that state of Israel has a lot to do with medical innovations in todays medicine and 
innovations that save lives of the same terrorists that are on a road to destroy them. Please 
redeem your publication with true non biased writers, and Ban who ever this anti-semite Dr. 
Derrick Summerfield from ever writing for you. 
Sincerely 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:00 
 
how can you let lies about Israel be published indisreminately in your highly respected medical 
journal. 



We are surprised that you spread false propaganda about a people that try to defened 
themselves from terrorist attacks. 
wHEN i READ YOUR LIES i COULD NOT BELIEVE THAT YOU, a man I respected allowed this. 
You know better and you should be ashamed of yourself 
If you had any guts you would write a retraction. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:04 
 
stop reporting lies to your readers- i was in NYC during 9/11 , i lived in South Africa during 
apartheid and you disgrace me and the  rest of your readers to out such articles in the journal 
....how can we trust anything else you publish? 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:10 
 
Thanks to your one sided view of the situation in Israel, your publication has lost complete 
credibility in the eyes of the world. and that”s a good thing.  
The difference between the Palestinian world and  Israeli world is a difference in values and 
character. It”s barbarism versus civilization. It”s dictatorship versus democracy. It”s evil versus 
goodness. 
Once upon a time, there was a special place in the lowest depths of hell for anyone who would 
intentionally murder a child. Now, the intentional murder of Israeli children is legitimized as 
Palestinian \"armed struggle\". However, once such behavior is legitimized against Israel, it is 
legitimized everywhere in the world, constrained by nothing more than the subjective belief of 
people who would wrap themselves in dynamite and nails for the purpose of killing children in 
the name of God. 
Because the Palestinians have been encouraged to believe that murdering innocent Israeli 
civilians is a legitimate tactic for advancing  their cause, the whole world now suffers from a 
plague of terrorism, from Nairobi to New York, from Moscow to Madrid, from Bali to Beslan, a 
plague of terror which has been authored and perfected by the Palestinians for the last half 
century. 
They blame suicide bombing on \"desperation from occupation.\" But let me tell you the truth. 
The first major terror bombing committed by Arabs against the Jewish state occurred ten weeks 
before Israel even became independent. On Sunday morning, February 22, 1948, in anticipation 
of Israel”s independence, a triple truck bomb was detonated by Arab terrorists on Ben Yehuda 
Street in what was then the Jewish section of Jerusalem. Fifty-four people were killed and 
hundreds were wounded. It is obvious that Arab terrorism is caused not by the \"desperation 
from occupation\", but by the very thought of a Jewish state. 
So many times in history in the last 100 years, citizens have stood by and done nothing, allowing 
evil to prevail. As America stood up against and defeated communism, now it is time to stand up 
against the terror of religious bigotry and intolerance. It”s time for all of us to stand up and 
support and defend the state of Israel, which is the front line of the war against terrorism. 
What”s in it for Israel? They can give up land and still not have peace. Should they just stand by 
and be slaughtered as they were in Europe while the world kept quiet?  
 
Next time tell the whole story, or stay home.  



 

 

18/10/2004 20:05 
 
It is one thing to be concerned about war.  It is another thing when a so-called medical 
publication deliberately lies.  I am referring to the recent article in which the author, clearly a 
biased individual, claims that over 3000 Palestinian civilians have been killed by Israel Unless he 
views all Palestinians, including Hamas, Hezbollah, Islamic Jihad, Al Aqsa, and other Palestinians 
who have been committing terror against Israel as civilians and thus deny Israel the right of self-
defense, his figures are an outrageous lie and for a publication that purports to be a mewdical 
journal to publish such an article shows the prejudice of your staff. All legitimate sources agree 
that the majority of Israeli casulties have been civilians while most of the Palestinians deaths 
have been combattants.  He also does not acknowledge that the Palestinians deliberately hide 
their combattants among their civilian population--making civilian casualties unavoidable and 
refused to acknowledge that the Palestinians deliberately target civilians. 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:07 
 
The most lethal method for a publication to achieve anonimity is to interject an agenda outside of 
its known expertise.  Such is the case when an individual asserts to distinguish what is amoral 
for one group while condoning, by various approaches, the unlawful actions of another. 
In the case of health care and the Palestinians, to assert that all to which the Palestinians are 
subject is due strictly by the hands of the Israelis, is disengenuous at best.  For you to publish 
such garbage, speaks to your lack of objectivity and reinforces the contention of an agenda.   
Such an approach on your part causes all to be concerned about your objectivity in all areas and 
nessesitates questioning all that you publish. Trust and reputation are sacred respective 
achievements and damage to them is often irreparable. 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:02 
 
Goodness - aren”t we quite the liitle white knight! Those poor Palestinians - 3000 casualties you 
say. How many were armed - actively agressing - did you know that more Palestinians die at the 
hands of other Palestinians than from your so-called - Israeli agression. By the way - how”s 
things in Northern Ireland? 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:12 
 
The next time Summerfeld submits an article to your publication, you might want to ask him if 
he actually knows what he”s talking about. 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:04 



 
I cannot believe that a LEGITIMATE medical journal would allow any of its contributos to stoop to 
inserting editorial bias. Summerfield”s article claiming that Israelis shoot to kill civilians is such 
an absurd,patently false allegation that I cannot beleive the reviewers did not insist it be deleted 
from what was supposed to be a medical article. 
Likewise, Summerfield makes no mention of the TERRORIST and ARMED COMBATANTS, not 
innocent civilians, who have died in the Palestinian-inspired intifada. 
You cast doubt on the veracity and authenticity not only of this article but on every article in your 
journal. 
You must publish a retraction and apology immediately 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:14 
 
Thank you for publishing Dr. Summerfield”s article about Palestine in the Oct 16 edition.  It 
requires courage to publish an even handed discussion of the Palestinian problem but in so doing 
you have contributed to resolution of the horrible situation. 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:13 
 
Comments that recently appeared in your medical journal such as, \"Clearly, soldiers are 
routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no threat.\" , have no 
place in a medical journal.  This is obvious anti-Jewish report and political agendas are 
inappropriate in this setting.  
 
If, however, you decide this type of reporting is appropriate in your medical journal, it should be 
even handed.  Why not mention that Palestinian terror and political corruption have contributed 
to the terrible condition of the Palestinian heath system? 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:44 
 
I am dismayed that a legitimate medical journal would publish a politically motivated hate article 
such as \"Palestine: The Assault on Health and Other War Crimes\".  The claims presented as 
fact would be inappropriate in even an editorial.  The unbalanced expression of only one version 
of the issues, with no hint of the terrorism levelled against Israel or the political corruption and 
ineptitude devastating the Palestinian people, is shocking to find in a medical journal that would 
be expected to have articles meeting standards of factual accuracy and impartiality.   
 

 

18/10/2004 20:15 
 



That article is pure garbage.  Israel tries more than any country on EARTH to avoid civilian 
casualties.  While the Arab world is a cesspool, and you guys know it.  Get your heads out of 
your asses. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:17 
 
Dr. Sumerfields article is not only factually incorrect but is a blatant use of a medical journal for 
propaganda.  I personally have been to the West Bank and Israel and I vehemently disagree with 
this disingenuous viewpoint.  I have personally interviewed soldiers and reviewed Israeli army 
(IDF) military guidelines and the targeted use of civilians is only employed by Palestinian 
terrorists, NEVER by the IDF.  War crimes are being committed, but they are by the Palestinian 
terrorists.  According to the 4th Geneva convention Part 1 Article 3 terrorists that use civilians to 
hide behind or for a military advantage are appropriate military targets.  Furhermore, the deaths 
of civilians is the responsibilty of the terrorists who use them as shields not the attacking military 
party. 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:03 
 
1) The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

18/10/2004 20:18 
 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 



combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
This article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal. 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:15 
 
Dear Editor Abbasi -  
 
In your October 16th issue, did Dr. Derrick Summerfield really say that, \"The Israeli army, with 
utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the 
number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\"?   
Aside from having nothing to do with British medicine, it is blatently misleading. Come on!  The 
overwhelming majority of Palestinians killed by the IDF have been terrorist and armed militia 
acively working to kill Israelis and destroy the Jewish state.   
But once again we see that when it comes to reporting anything about Israel and the 
Palestinians, the British reflectively throw all journalistic integrity out the window.    
 

 

18/10/2004 18:21 
 
Did you ever write how many israelis were blown away by Palestian terrorist? thats ok.. i am 
starting a new organization...NO MORE MEDICAL ADVANCES GIVEN TO NON JEWS....We as Jews 
are taking back every advance we have shared with the world since you think we Jews are so 
bad for trying to protect ourselves.  
 

 

18/10/2004 20:21 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi: 
   I am deeply disappointed that you allow biased and obviously anti-Semitic articles in your 
journal.  The article \\\"Palestine: The Assault on Health and Other War Crimes\\\" is distorted, 
prejudiced, one-sided, and categorically anti-Semitic.  First, I question whether the subjective 
slanted vitriol against Israel is appropriate in a medical journal.  If you are going to allow this 
type of political \\\"spin,\\\" then you must be more discriminating in publishing objective 
information. 
   Secondly, you are allowing propaganda to slant readers\\” views about health in the Middle 
East.  For example, to allow Dr. Summerfield to state in his article that the \\\"Israeli army has 
killed with impunity more unarmed civilians since September, 2000, than the number of people 



who died on September 11, 2001\\\" is ludicrous.  The only validity about this statement is that 
approximately 3,000 Palestinians have been killed.  However, Dr. Summerfield neglects to state 
that the great majority of these Palestinians have been clearly identified as armed militants and 
terrorists who were involved in planning and carrying out attacks against Israeli civilians.  The 
civilians who were killed, but unarmed, either were throwing bombs or stones at Israeli soldiers, 
or being used as shields, behind which armed Palestinian militants were shooting at Israeli 
soldiers.  Clearly, Dr. Summerfield is absolutely incorrect when he labels all Palestinian casualties 
as \\\"unarmed civilia! 
ns.\\\"   It is known that the Israeli army is one of the most moral armies of the world, and is not 
allowed to shoot to kill children-unless they are a direct threat to Israeli soldiers. 
   Thirdly, it is not good journalism to show a ridiculous one-sidedness, when Dr. Summerfield 
labelled Israel as guilty of war-crimes, deliberate child-killing, illegal colonization, and apartheid.  
Does a sovereign nation have the right to defend herself from lawless people who use terror and 
murder against her civilians, including trying to wipe out the very core of the terrorist 
infrastructure?  Do you allow a cancer to grow and spread if indeed it is destroying the 
individual?  Are you aware that Israel\\”s \\\"illegal colonization\\\" is legal?  When nations lose a 
war, the winning nation has the right to change the territorial map in order to prevent future 
wars.  The Palestinians never showed any intent to show any nationalistic ownership of the land 
that they lived on when the West Bank was in Jordanian hands prior  to June, 1967.  Israel, 
under ex-prime minister Barak, even offered to Mr. Arafat 97% of the land in the West Bank and 
Gaza for a nation just before President Clinton\\”s presidency expired.  Do you know why Arafat 
rejected the offer?  It was because Arafat did and does not want to live next to a Jewish state of 
Israel.  He wants to destroy Israel and create a large Palestinian Arab state.  This is the true 
reason for the current intifada. 
   Why was there no mention of how Palestinian terror and political corruption, as well as fiscal 
theft, have contributed to the state of the Palestinian health system?  It is obvious that if the 
Palestinians controlled their export of terror and murder that the Israeli army would not be 
needed to root out terror cells that shoot missiles into Jewish homes, murdering innocent men, 
women, and children?  Yes, people should be spending more money on health than on war.  But, 
it takes two sides to come to that conclusion.  One side cannot force the other side to stop the 
murder and the hatred. 
   It can now be stated that your encouraging of propaganda into your journal is misleading, 
inappropriate, and even anti-Semitic.  Perhaps, you should be more tolerant of differences and 
nuances in future articles.  Certainly, you do not want to increase the many hatreds and 
prejudices that already exist around the world.  A retraction of the article or some kind of 
rectification or apology for the biases in the already mentioned letter are certainly warranted. 
 
                                         Sincerely yours, 
 

 

18/10/2004 18:19 
 
Why did you also Mr. Summerfield the opportunity to print lies and falsehoods. His facts are not 
correct. You should not have allowed this in your journal. 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:12 



 
If what I read second hand is accurate I can only hope the MEDICAL reporting be more accurate 
and inclusive. As it happens, when Israel controlled Gaza, medical care and education were 
raised to a higher level than at present. Before the \"infatada\" or \"jihad,\" Arabs in Israel had 
access to all medical resources available to non-Arabs. Having lived in Israel I know of what I 
write - which obviously is more than Dr. Summerfield.   
============ 
 The British Medical Journal &#8213;  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top 
four general medical journals” &#8213; included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: 
The assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the 
IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
 (Summerfield) The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian 
civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count &#8213; approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” &#8213; denying the fact that 
(1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” &#8213; in stark contrast to 9/11. 
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
 (Summerfield) Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of 
minimal or no threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

18/10/2004 18:14 
 
I am horrified with your misleading slant on Isreal in a medical journal yet!  Please understand  
the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and no Palestinian civilian 
has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
How inappropriate to \"bash\" a nation like that.   
I am a Canadian with no Jewish blood but a strong sense of justice and feel that for the integrity 
of the journal to be maintained, I feel an aplogizy should be printed.  
 

 

18/10/2004 18:58 
 
Please stick to medical articles and not anti-Semitic propaganda 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:21 
 



Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
 
     I find it odd that extreme political views are finding their way into a respected medical journal 
like the British Medical Journal. The October 16th article by Dr. Derrick Summerfield entitled 
\"Palestine: The Assault on Health and Other War Crimes\" seems to be little more than political 
propaganda. 
Summerfield”s claims that \"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed 
Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 
11, 2001.\" is utterly absurd. The other claim of \"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to 
shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no threat\". Is not only absurd but downright 
outragous. 
     Not only is there no jounalistic entegrity to the article, but there is no substantiation to the 
wild, untruthful claims of Doctor Summerfield. 
    Please allow me to address certain things that counter Doctor Summerfields statement. 
 
1. According to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism: The clear majority of Palestinians who have 
died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants. 
2. Palestinian gunmen routinely hide behind groups of civilian women and children. They shoot at 
Israeli soldiers from the crowd”s midst and at times, children and other civilians are caught in the 
crossfire.  
     In the future please get your facts straight before you publish them. Secondly, limit your 
articles to those matters which directly influence medicine. If you feel unable to resist the urge to 
get political, perhaps you might make mention of how the corrupt Palestinian Authority and 
terrorism are to blame for the poor state of Palestinian health care in general. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:23 
 
I see your jounal has written that: 
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" 
But this is not true.  The overwhelming number of Palestinians that the Israelis have killed were 
armed terrorists, including suicide bombers and gunmen who enter Israeli communities and 
shoot unarmed civilians, including women and babies. 
Surely Palestinian civilians have also been killed, but the Israelis are not intentionally, 
deliberately killing them for the sake of doing so.  Palestinian civilians who have been caught in 
the crossfile as Israelis try to stop the terrorists from continuing to kill Israelis in their school 
buses, cafes, and pizzerias have been killed, but it is not the goal of Israel to kill unarmed 
civilians.  If that were so, Israel would surely have killed them years ago. 
Surely you know that if Palestinians stop blowing up Israeli buses, discos, and coffeehouses, 
there would be no need for Israel to stop them, and everyone could live in peace.  Why not urge 
Hamas, Islamic Jihad, and the Al Aqsa Brigade to stop the killing and agree to accept Israel”s 
right to exist and live in PEACE, so Palestinians and Israelis can get on with their lives? 



Also: surely you are aware of how many billions of dollars Arafat and his cronies have squirreled 
away in European bank accounts or used this money to buy weapons to kill innocent Israeli 
civilians.  This money was given by the Americans and  
Europeans to help the Palestinian people with their education and health care.  I urge you to 
urge Arafat to stop stealing from his people. 
 
Thank you! 
 
PS I look forward to hearing from you to learn what you think 
of my suggestions: [email address supplied] 
 

 
According to your words; 
\"The BMJ aims to publish rigorous, accessible and entertaining material that will help doctors 
and medical students in their daily practice, lifelong learning and career development. In 
addition, it seeks to be at the forefront of the international debate on health.\"  
Dr. Derrick Summerfield and The BMJ has NOT lived uyp to their words. Comparing the IDF with 
9/11 terrorists is absurd and insulting. The only actual similarity between the two is the death 
count ¯ approximately 3,000. Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ 
denying the fact that (1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 
were terrorists and armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) 
no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
 

 

18/10/2004 20:32 
 
In your recent article “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes”, Dr. Derrick 
Summerfield has made grotesquely flawed claims in comparing the USA 9/11 terrorist attack to 
the Israeli struggle against Islamic terrorism.  On 9/11 Islamic terrorists DELIBERATELY killed 
3,000 unarmed civilians.  In contrast, Israel has NEVER targeted ANY civilian.  In SELF-DEFENSE, 
Israel has killed primarily armed and known terrorists.  Those same terrorist routinely use 
civilians as human shields and have sent women and children to intentionally kill and maim 
Israeli civilians, even placing bombs in ambulances.  Individual Israeli soldiers have made 
mistakes, and Israel has apologized when it has inadvertently killed civilians.  Israel has also 
provided medical treatment and other humanitarian aid to Palestinians.  Has any Palestinian 
every offered such aid? 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:31 
 
The British Medical Journal &#8213;  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top 
four general medical journals” &#8213; included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: 
The assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the 
Israeli army”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 



The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count &#8213; approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” &#8213; denying the fact that 
(1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” &#8213; in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
This article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:32 
 
Article on this subject should have no place in your esteemed journal without balanced reporting 
of the facts.  
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
The article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and political corruption have 
contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

18/10/2004 20:33 
 
Stop being political in Medical Journals. 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:34 
 
Sir, 
 
Having studied the Middle East and the Palestinian/Arab-Israeli conflict for some three decades, 
such biased anti-Israeli presentations as the above are not new to me. Y 
Yet it fills me with utter dismay to see such a respected source resorting to what is basically 
propaganda. 
From the outset noting the use of the term \\\"Palestine\\\", the bias against the Jewish state is 
self evident. 
Despite the use of the term \\\"Palestine\\\" in your article and even in such respected locations 
such as the House of Commons, the plain, indisputable fact is that \\\"Palestine\\\" does not 



even exist and has not done so as a political, social, geographical or regional entity of ANY 
description since the re-birth of Israel in 1948.  
The use of the term \\\"Palestine\\\" itself shows an inherent bias against Israel amid a distorted 
perspective on the entire Middle East situation. 
Your distorted reference to Palestinian \\\"civilian\\\" casualties further clarifies the slant of the 
presentation. 
Virtually all of the Israeli/Jewish casualties in the conflict have been sustained amongst a 
GENUINE civilian population with most being the elderly, women and children who are either 
travelling on public transport, sitting in cafes/restaurants, in shopping malls or just driving on 
public roads. 
By comparison the VAST PROPORTION of Palestinian casualties have been sustained amongst 
those involved in either terrorist operations or in conflict against Israeli military services engaged 
in counter terrorist operations. Yes, there have been innocent Palestinian civilian casualties, but 
they have not been targeted as such.  
Another glaring omission from your presentation is the vast numbers of innocent Palestinian 
civilians murdered in cold blood by their own kind on mere suspicion of collaboration with Israel. 
 
http://www.abrahamic-faith.com/bad-behaviour.html 
http://www.ict.org.il/articles/articledet.cfm?articleid=439 
 
Pregnant Palestinian women have been publicly executed and hung from lamp-posts as a 
deterrent to others. Palestinians awaiting trial have been dragged from their cells and publicly 
executed without trial, whilst the Palestinian security services have watched from a distance. 
It is rightly said that one can interpret as much in relation to the slant/bias of an article by what 
is left out, just as much as by what is included. The selective omission of facts not expedient to 
the agenda of the writer provide a thunderous silence on this very point. 
To infer any moral equivalence between the numbers and nature of the casualties on both sides 
in this conflit is perverse in the extreme. 
A perverse comparison to the victims of the September 11th atrocities is another issue which fills 
me with revulsion. The only comparison with the casualties of that fateful day is that they too 
were going about their ordinary lives in the same manner as the innocent Jewish civilians who 
have been murdered. 
As a student of the Holocaust, I would remind you that in Auschwitz-Birkenau alone, there were 
some five or six times the number of casualties sustained on September 11th....every single day! 
 
Most sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:37 
 
Dear Editor, 
I was astonished at the blatant propaganda in the recent volume of the British Medical Journal. 
\"Palastine: The Assault on Health and Other War Crimes\" is full of errors. I will cite but two: 
1) Contrary to Dr. Summerfield”s claims, most of the Palestinians killed by the Israeli Defense 
Forces have been armed militants. The fact that these militants hide themselves, their plans, and 
their weapons in the midst of civilian populations -- contrary to agreements of the Geneva 
Conventions -- means that they expose innocent civilians to dangers when they retreat to their 

http://www.abrahamic-faith.com/bad-behaviour.html�
http://www.ict.org.il/articles/articledet.cfm?articleid=439�


midst, trying to hide from IDF retaliations. The IDF does NOT target civilians, unlike the forces of 
Hammas and other Palestinian-sponsored terrorists, who decidedly DO aim at civilians, children, 
the aged, and tourists. 
2) There is no apartheid in Israel. Those Arabs-- Muslims or Christians -- who live in Israel have 
rights to vote, to serve in Parliament, to own land, to go to school, and to partake fully in Israeli 
life. In fact, Israel is the only Middle East nation where Arabs HAVE had the right to vote for 
decades. Afghanistan and Iraq will change that picture, it is hoped, but meanwhile, the only 
democracy, the only nation, in which Arabs have a popular voice in the government is in Israel. 
I must say I am astonished that your journal failed to mention the unceasing onslaught of 
terrorism by Palestinians against Israel, the numbers of innocent Israelis and foreigners this 
terrorism has claimed, and the extraordinary efforts of Israel”s soldiers and government to 
protect civilian lives in Gaza and other Arab areas. You clearly have no interest in truth, but 
rather prefer to select your \"facts\" to fit the political picture you care to project. How scientific! 
I suppose you have chosen to follow precedent: your tactic brings to mind the doctors of Nazi 
Germany who collaborated with that fascist regime in the interests of science. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:37 
 
you miserable animal- you dare to put in a medical journal bias and lies against Israelis that are 
defending themselves against Muslim and palestinian murder. The Arabs have kept the 
Palestinians mired in their poverity for their own miserable ends- the destruction of Israel and 
Jews. The Muslim Arab world doesn”t give a damn about any Palestinian. The Musl;ims have 
made it clear they want Jews and Israelis dead. As Israel has sued for peace many times the 
murdering Arabs have rejected it. And one more thing- Jews don”t murder children- but you may 
be rest assured the terrorist Arab/Muslims take plaesure in it. You and your like are sick distorted 
beings. I suggest you pull those lies from the journal.I”m glad HonestReporting is on to your 
filthy hate andf lies. With abject disgust, 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:28 
 
Can you explain how you reconcile the aims of your Journal, as listed on your home page, with 
this blatantly political, inaccurate and anti-Israeli article that you allowed to be published? 
Does it have anything to do with your own opinions, as you appear to have a name with Islamic 
connotations? 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:41 
 
The accusations here about Israel are outrageous and inaccurate.  The writer shows poor 
understanding of need for Israel to protect itself and the theme is in keeping with modern anti-
Semitism.  
 



 

18/10/2004 20:49 
 
I want to object seriously to your October 16th issue in which such a respected medical source 
published such an incorrect, and biased account of  a political debate. You incorrectly identified 
that Israel like the 9/11 attack targeted unarmed civillians. The Palestinian targets are armed 
terrorists, who take pride in targeting Israeli civilian buses at the time of day when children are 
going to school, or open markets where families are buying groceries for the family meal. These 
are murders who are proud to \"claim responsibility\" for the deaths of children, teens,women 
etc. There are no simple good guys/ bad guys in the ongoing tragedy that is the Israeli 
Palestinian conflict, however articles that misrepresent one sidedly only serve to worsen the 
possibility for resolution. In addition, it is the mission of medical journals to work for the 
furtherance of health and wellbeing, not to arbitrarily and in a partisan context inflame political 
processes. 
We expect such a journal to be held to higher ethical standards.  
 

 

18/10/2004 20:50 
 
It\\”s abssolutely outrageous that you, as editors, would allow an article to be published in your 
journal that contains the claim that Israel has killed 3000 unarmed civilians with impunity.  As 
someone very brilliant once said, you\\”re enitled to your own opinions -- but you are NOT 
entitled to your own facts!  Most of the 3000 killed have been armed terrorists bent on the 
destruction of the State of Israel who target innocents.  Israel NEVER EVER targets innocents and 
unarmed civilians.  By your publication of the article, you are condoning terror as a legitimate 
political tool.  Shame on you. 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:54 
 
I feel compelled to write further to Derek Summerfield”s article titled above. 
My heart aches for the suffering of both innocent Palestinians and Israelis amidst the ongoing 
conflict. 
Yet Derek”s writings show either a profound ignorance or bias of the reality on the ground. 
I would have been interested to hear Derek reveal, alongside his chosen quoting of Sept 11 
2001, how tens of thousands of Palestinians celebrated the deaths of so many innocents in the 
US, passing out candy to each other in the street whilst the West mourned. (Those cameramen 
who filmed the celebrations mostly had their tapes confiscated under threat of immediate death). 
I would have been interested to hear Derek comment about the use of Red Crescent Ambulances 
by Palestinian terrorists, suicide bombers, and gunmen, all caught in the act or filmed by security 
sources. 
I would have been interested to hear Derek comment about the Palestinian civilians entrenched 
in Palestinian prisons who have been pulled from their cells and extra-judicially shot by 
Palestinian gunmen as suspected collaborators.  
Those innocent civilians merely wounded and hospitalised have then been gunned down in their 
hospital beds by Palestinian gunmen who have seen fit to “finish the job”. 



Sadly there is nothing to pursue any such objective analysis. Even the reference to Palestinian 
“civilian” casualty figures is erroneous and bears no semblance to the reality.  
This is a sad day for your publication. If further incitement to encourage Palestinian terrorism 
were needed, Derek has provided it.  
For the gunmen and bombers to see themselves included amongst the “unarmed civilians” must 
add more merit to the pursuit of “martyrdom” for those who would follow in their tracks. 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:56 
 
this article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal.   I hope you take action so your 
respected product isn”t hijacked by biogtry. 
 

 
Dear Mr. Abbasi:  
I understand that as a muslem you think all the injustises are toward muslem and Phalistanian.  
You think that the Phalistanian terrorist and homoside bombers are good and inicent. YOU ARE 
WRONG!  
As an editor it is your responsibility to check and double check the facts unless you want to 
shove your ideas into other people minds. YOU ARE WRONG! 
Shame on you to think that it is OK to below up inicent children intentionally in the resturants, on 
their way to school or having icecream, but killing the combatent, terrorists, suecide bomber and 
arm militants are war crims.  
I am ashamed to call you a fellow Iranian. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:06 
 
How can a legitimate organization produce an article full of hate, lies, racism as you have. You 
are an insult to the British nation who I admire greatly. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:06 
 
Dear Kamran, 
 
I wish to convey my utter dismay and disappointment in the BMJ for publishing Dr Derrick 
Summerfield”s biased and factually misconstrued article on the Palestinian Health system. The 
allegations he makes against the Israeli security forces” struggle against terrorism should have 
no place in a Medical Journal of the BMJ”s reputation. Moreover, he makes no reference to the 
impact of Palestinian terrorism and Political corruption upon the Health system or its ability to 
serve the Palestinian people. I trust that in future the BMJ might check its facts before joining 
the world”s gutter press in its anti-Semitic sentiment. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 



 

18/10/2004 21:09 
 
This E-Mail is regarding the Oct. 16 issue, an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health 
and other war crimes.” I would like to express my disgust and disappointment with the fact that 
your organization has printed such lies and hatred towards Israel. None of these accusations 
about Israel are even remotely true. Israel does not, and has never purposefully killed civilians! I 
sincerely request that you do some personal research into this matter and quickly send an 
apology and retraction to your readers.  
 

 

18/10/2004 19:50 
 
The article written by Dr. Summerfield is a black eye on your well respected publication. The fact 
that Dr Summerfield can claim that Israel has intentionally killed unarmed Palestinian civilians is 
both  propoganda and baseless. The facts shown by The Institute for Coutner Terrorism show 
that 1) The clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000, were ARMED 
terrorists. Civilians are caught in the cross fire because they are used as human shields by 
terrorists. The Institute also found that NO Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with 
impunity” - unlike terrorists who blow up buses with the clear intention of killing civilians.   The 
author fails to mention Palestinian corruption as the major source for palestinian poverty and 
health-crisis.   Mr. Arafat has been proven as corrupt and is listed by Forbes as one of the worlds 
9th richest despot with over $300 million - instead of building schools, hospitols and 
infrastructure, Mr. Arafat pays his wife in paris $100,000/month salary.    Your one-sided article 
has moved me to cancel my subscription. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:11 
 
The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers: 
 
              The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians 
since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
              Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of 
minimal or no threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  



This article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:13 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
 
I”m writing in response to the article published in the British Medical Journal titled \"Palestine: 
The Assault on Health and Other War Crimes\". 
Firstly, I would just mention that the very title itself presents an immediate bias unbefitting of a 
respected and supposedly objective medical journal such as yours. 
As for the article itself, the author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of 
the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\"  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
That allegation is clearly untrue. Israeli soldiers are trained to kill armed terrorists only, and they 
take every conceivable precaution, often at the risk of their safety, to avoid civilian casualties. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian health system. It 
uses the rhetorical fallacy of assuming that just because people are suffering, it is automatically 
the fault of the nation they have declared war against, instead of being a self-inflicted suffering. 
I urge you to uphold the reputation of the British Medical Journal and publish a retraction of 
Summerfield”s article.  
 
Thank you. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:13 
 
I am still trying to find out the connection between your article about the Palestinians and the 
medical field. Are you going to have another article next month about Jordan, Egypt... 
Why don”t you stick to what you know, ie: medicine? 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:15 



 
Sir:  Your article about Gaza is so one-sided and biased that it lowers the standards once upheld 
by the BMJ. If it were not for the poor Palestinian leadership and the failure to control Arab 
terrorism, Gaza could be a thriving Mediterranean site with bustling tourism and large numbers 
of laborers working in Israel every day.  Shame on you. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:16 
 
To the editor: 
Shame on the BMJ for allowing the publication (Palestine:The assalt on health and other war 
crimes by Dr. Derrick Summerfield) of such a biased and uncalled for attack on Israel.  Dr. 
Summerfield”s political diatribe does not belong in a medical journal and would be better suited 
for a rabble rousing sensationalist newspaper where the readers may have more in common with 
Dr. Summerfield”s views.  However since BMJ saw fit to publish Dr. Summerfield”s distortions let 
him explain more fully the connection with the 9/11 terrorist attack on the United State and the 
Israel-Palestime dispute.  How can Dr. Summerfield equate innocent victims of homicide 
bombings by Palestinian terrorists with acts of self defense.  It is well known that Arab News 
sources as well as Palestinian hospital officials will routinely distort the civilian casulty figures and 
rarely report terrorist casulties.  Has Dr. Summerfield visited the Israeli victims of the homicide 
bombings?  Has Dr. Summerfield sought any evidence from Israeli sources to support a single 
biased claim.  Obviously not!  It appears that Dr. Summerfield is pursuing a political agenda and 
not a medical issue. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:16 
 
je trouve parfaitemente obscène l”article publié et scandaleux qu”il a pu trouver place dans cette 
revue; il s”agit de la pure propagande diffusée inlassablaiment et qui rend les gens des 
ventriloques d”un discours tout prêt a priori. honte et un jour vous aurez comme toujours dans 
les temps de calomnie, regretter. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:17 
 
A respected Medical Journal such as yours should not be publishing political articles about 
ANYTHING! 
Stick to Medicine. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:19 
 
Antisemitic rubbish!! 
 



In your Oct. 16 issue there is an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 
terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely NO MENTION of how Palestinian terror 
and political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath 
system.  
 

 

18/10/2004 21:20 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi,  I am appauled and disgusted by the highly subjective and obviously biased 
article by Dr. Summerfield.  His anti-jewsih, anti-Israeli sentiment only further fans the fires of 
bias and anti-semetic sentiment for which the Brits are so famous.  Three thousand \"Unarmed 
Palestinians\" is a lie.  The majority of those deaths were armed combatants and terrorists, but I 
suppose the highly anti-Jewish sentiment of Dr. Summerfield would refer to them as otherwise. 
Most importantly, referring to Jewish soldiers who\"obviously\" have orders to shoot children 
with no provocation is tantamount to adopting Nazi propaganda.  I notice no mention of the 
Israeli children who”s heads and limbs have been blown off, murdered by homicide bombers, just 
because they were Jews.  I suppose to you Brits, the murder of Jewish children doesn”t count.  
This is the conclusion that I, and many more will draw from your obvious bias.  How could you 
allow such vile lies to be published in what is supposed to be a respected medical journal? 
Clearly, anger and frustration is present on both sides of the issue.  But to compare the Israeli 
Defense Force to the terrorists of 911 only promotes hatred and continued bigotry and violence 
against all Jews worldwide.  A political piece of anti-Jewish propaganda has no business existing 
in a medical journal. 
Thank you for your promotion of hatred and blame.  Europe has a long history of anti-jewish 
bias.  Yes, anti-Israeli is the new anti-semitism.  We are not so foolish as to be fooled again. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:22 
 
In the Oct. 16 issue your article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes” 
Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 



 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count, approximately 3,000. Summerfield 
labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that: 
1) The clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism) 
2) no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity”, in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes\", deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
How fair is this? 
Be honest in your reporting, not a tool of Palestinian propoganda. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:23 
 
It is unconscienable to equate the death of palestinian terrorrists by the the Israeli army to 9/11. 
Your article on the subject lends one to lose all respect for your journal. 
It is a no brainer that people who are trained to kill any Jew and those responsible for training 
suicide/ homicide bombers are not innocent civilians as were those in the World Trade Center. 
Nothing further be said. 
Reprimand the writer and all those involved with allowing such stupidity to be included in your 
journal. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:24 
 
The paper written by Derrick Summerfield in the Oct 16, 2004  BMJ on palestine was truly one of 
the most disgustingly false, biased, and inappropriate things I have ever seen published in a 
medical journal. You should be ashamed to have your name associated with this paper, and you 
are killing the credibility of your journal by publishing such a thing. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:25 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
As as Associate Editor of a major US Medical Journal, I was appalled to see the article in a recent 
issue of the BMJ blatantly criticizing Israel for Palestinian deaths and comparing this to 9/11. 



Most of the Palestinians killed were not innocent civilians as portrayed in the journal, but 
militants. Linking this in any way to 9/11 smacks of prejudice and Israel-bashing. There is no 
room for this in an austensibly academic periodical. I think a formal apology is needed and much 
better oversight by the editors to prevent this political extremism from gracing the pages of the 
BMJ in the future. Personally I will request that my institution withdraw their subscription to the 
Journal the next time they send out their periodical request for additions and deletions.  
 
Note: These comments reflect my own opinions and not necessarily those of my institution. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:28 
 
Apparently your magazine has sunk to the level of propaganda. 
Your filthy lies concerning Israel in this issue is beneath contempt. 
Have you NO shame? 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:28 
 
you should read the rapid responses to derek summerfield. it is scandalous the the bmj for the 
3rd time has written such a one sided diatribe. absolutely scandalous and I will be resigning from 
the bma, citing your editorial team as an example 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:29 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
 
I was disappointed and angered by your the article in the October 16th issue of The British 
Medical Journal in which the actions taken by Israel in her defence against terrorism was equated 
with the actions of the September 11th terrorists.   
Your article, which has no place in a medical journal, clearly places all of the blame for current 
Palestinian conditions on Israel.  You ignore the fact that most of \"Palestine\" remains in Arab 
control in the land now known as Jordan.  This was a nation (originally known as Trans-Jordan) 
carved out of Palestine by the British.  When the UN divided the remaining portion of palestine 
into Arab and Jewish lands, more Jews were forced to give up their homes and relocate than 
were Arabs.  The difference has been that those Jews who were displaced were incorporated into 
the new state of Israel whereas the new Arab homeland was stolen by Arab states who then 
declared war on Israel.  The displaced Arabs have been kept in poverty and ignorance by their 
fellow Arabs for generations.  They have never been offered a chance at a decent life. In 
contrast, Arab citizens in Israel enjoy the greatest standard of living, the greatest freedoms, the 
greatest representation and democracy of any group of Arabs in the Middle East.   
The lack of peace in the Middle East can hardly be blamed on Israel. Barak offered to give the 
Palestinians virtually all that they asked for.  They refused to accept any agreement unless they 
could occupy not only the West Bank and Gaza but also all of Israel (the so called \"right of 
return\").  The restrictions that the state of Israel has imposed are necessary given the 



continuing terrorist attacks by their Palestinian neighbors.  What you have published is at best 
one sided and biased.  It might well be deemed racist.   As scholarly publication you should be 
embarrassed to have publish material that is so totally lacking in scholarly merit and that runs 
counter to truth and fairness. Shame on you. Shame on you. Shame on you.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:37 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi: 
 
Your publication of the biased and false article, \"Palestine: Asault on Other War Crimes,\" calls 
both your editorial judgment and the reputation of The Brititsh Medical Journal into question. 
The article contains the following statement: \"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed 
more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died 
on September 11, 2001.\" In fact, the great majority of Palestinians killed have been armed 
terrorists.  The sad situation of civilian casualties comes, in great part, from the terrorists” 
cowardly habit of hiding themselves among civilians and putting them in harm”s way.  Unlike the 
September 11 attack in New York, which targeted innocents, Israel does not purposely target 
noncombatants. 
Since you appear to find \"war crimes\" a proper topic for a medical journal, I await your article 
on the medical treatment of innocent Israeli citizens, including children, purposely targeted by 
Palestinian homicide bombers. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:43 
 
The Brittish Medical Journal, recently allowed crude anti-Israel propaganda to masquerade on 
their pages as legitimate academic discourse:  
 
The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers: 
 
Dr. Summerfield wrote 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001. \" 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 



\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
I hope you will be more diligent in the future to monitor such a respected magazine for it 
scientific information and limit the interjection of political bias that is in fact glaringly subjective 
and wholly unsubstantiated. 
 
Thank you, 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:43 
 
Surely the hundred of suicide bombers weren”t \"unarmed civilians\"? 
The majority of the casualties of the so called Palestinian Intifada on the Israeli side were 
unarmed civilians but on the Palestinian side this is certainly not the case - even the most biased 
statistics will tell you that. 
Shame on your association for publishing such outrageous lies. It reflects badly on your 
standards. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:43 
 
Hi, 
   I am a Canadian medical student and frequent reader of your journal. I just wanted to let you 
know that unless you print a full retraction to the lies you printed about Israel, including the 
claims that all casualties have been civilian and that Israelis willfully murder Palestinian children, 
I will never look at your journal again, and I will tell every other medical student and physician I 
know about how racist it is and make sure they too never pick up another issue of the BMJ again. 
I am hoping that as physicians, your social duty to be fair to all will override your blatant anti-
semitism, and you will do the right thing and retract your racist statements. I am also hoping 
that as the editor of a high-quality medical journal you will realize that printing blatantly false 
propaganda such as this does nothing but ruin your journal”s reputation. I look forward to many 
more years of the (up until now) excellent quality of work your journal has shown as long as you 
do the right thing and allow me and my colleagues to continue to feel as though we are reading a 
legitimate medical journal. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:44 
 
comments to British Medical Journal editor Kamran Abbasi 
                   LIAR 
 

 



18/10/2004 21:46 
 
I find this article to be highly biased against State of Israel.  In the first three paragraphs (out of 
six) you don”t even mention anything related to health.  Instead you spew a tirade of highly 
biased facts taken completely out of context.  You completely omit how Israel hospitals treated 
wounded Arabs.  You do not talk about Palestinians killed by other Palestinians.  You do not 
mention the culpability of PA and other Palestinian terrorist organizations.  You ignore well 
documented reports how Palestinian ambulances have been used to transport terrorists and  
explosives.  Why don”t you talk about the quality of medical care in Palestinian camps in 
Lebanon or for that matter medical care throughout the Arab world? 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:48 
 
Shame on you for not reviewing articles more closely.  Editors need to \"edit\" material so it is 
appropriate for their publication.  Your journal is medical, not political. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:49 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi, 
I received an alert from action@honestreporting.com letting me know that Dr. Derrick 
Summerfield submitted an article to your publication that seems to be blatantly anti-semitic and 
against Israel, seeming extremely biased and dishonest per the Honest Reporting organization. I 
urge you to check out this article to refute it, if possible or rectify the situation,  please see this 
at: http://www.honestreporting.com/articles/45884734/critiques/Israel-
bashing_in_Medical_Journals.asp 
 
Best Regards, 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:51 
 
I AM COMPLETELY AT A LOSS AS TO HOW YOU CAN LET SUCH RUBBISH BE PRINTER IN A 
MEDICAL JOURNAL. WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN THE LAST FEW YEARS?  HOW VERY DISGUSTING. 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:04 
 
Lies in a publication such as yours should not be tolerated by your editorial staff!  It is 
unfortunate that even if you print a retraction, damage has been done to truth. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:55 
 



why did you put those untruths about israel in your mag. you its not true. if it wasnt for israel 
their wouldn t be water in the gaza  and israel west bank. 
 

 

18/10/2004 21:57 
 
dear sir 
 
i am surprised at your allowing the esteemed BMJ to print such a blatantly one sided political and 
non-medical article in this column normally resserved for personal experiience rather than 
political polemics.  Unchallengewd the article is a category of crimes but it is fundamental to 
challenge it. 
the gaza strip was occupied as a result of wars delclared on israel by arab nations in 1948, 1967 
and 1973.  Indeed there is neither formal peace treaty nor recognition of the state of israel since 
and surrounding arab ocuntrie sovertly delcar etheir continued intention to destroy israel.  
despiet attempts to negotiate its return to statehood there has beena singular lack of success 
from initiatives involving the israelis under different elected leaders and sometimne sin 
partnership with other democratic countries such as the usa, england and scandinbavian 
countries.  over the years the gaza strip has been offered ot the egyptians as a soverign state 
who refused it and the jordanians with an identical response.  in the 19990”s the then israeli 
prime minister negotiated an agreement which was overturned by the palestinian leader yasser 
arafat.   in 1997 or thereabouts bill clinton led the negotiations known as the camp david 
agreement in which 99% of palestinian demands were! 
 met - oh that tythe esteemed hierarchy of the bma should acheive 99% of their negotiation 
demands- yet despiet an apporach of superficial willing to negoitiate yasser arafat refused to 
proceed with the progress made and misled his people into a new “intifada”.  now despiet this 
lack of negotiated settlement and despiet massive domestic political criticism ariel sharon has 
declared hius intention to hand over the gaza strip and much of the west bank territiries to arab 
leadership at the end of this year.  still this is not enough for the arabs who now perversely 
declare they wish this not to occur. 
this has resulted in many thousands of casualties.  undoubtedly there have been misdeeds on 
both sides.  the israelis have done their best to control an immense surge of violence with 
deliberate civilian target attacks including buses, cafes, resteraunts, private wedding parties bars 
and the multicultural university campus   the israleis have done all they can to limit their targets 
to military positions but when these are deliberately placed in civilian centres one can only blame 
the palestinians terrorists for the resulting casualties that occur 
 
israel has democratic and open legislative processes not seen within 1000 miles to its east or 
west.  there is open hostility to yasser arafat who has used funds of $US100M per year and 
E100M per year, intended for social infrastucture to line the pockets of his cronies and maintain 
his people in destitute poverty conveniently blaming the israelis for their plight. 
the israel legislature has brought actions and made civilian awards against soem victims of their 
actions including a manchester “freedom fighter” who having placed himself in an international 
war zone was on the receiving end of fire.   to pretend a young soldier fearing for his own life will 
take thoughtfulk and reflective judgements befor emaking a decision to fire is nieve. 
the wall is an awful structures.    walls exist across the world to keep warring neighbours apart 
and maintain life.  they start in northern irelanmd and stretch many miles elsewhere.  masny 



people ar emade more impoverished by the wall but since its construction was seriously 
undertaken the number of victims of homicidal suicide in israel has shrunken enormously and its 
peoplke can now egt oin mbuses and go to markets without the fear o fimminent death which 
your personal view author fails to make mention of where has the UN been in all of this?   visit 
the web site: [website address no longer works] 
for a single exampole of evidence of complicity.  despite its name the reality is that the numbers 
of states with votes at this institution is far in favbour of a supportive arab outcome.  where were 
the un votes for the massacres at Darpoor?, unfortunately lost behind the arab scrabble oif 
support to outdo criticism of the only mid eastern democracy, israel 
your journal”s reputation is based on its medical standing   should your editors wish to take it 
along the road of turning it into an international political commentary then i suggest you counsult 
your members first, my personal view is we have enough of that type of rag in the country 
already.   your pages were cynically abused by reports of “massacres at jenin” a few years ago 
and your political naivety is again clearly exploite dhere. 
 
yours sincerely and with faith 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:00 
 
The article by Dr. Summerfield is so biased and totally false that I amazed that the British 
Mediacal Journal had the audacity to publish it.  Yes, the body counts are similar.  That is where 
the similarities end.  The majority of Palestinian deaths in the past 3 years have occured 
amongst armed terrorists; yes, civilians have been harmed and even killed.  There is no evidence 
that this has been sanctioned, and even these cases are in the vast minority.   
You and your editors should be ashamed of yourselves. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:03 
 
I don”t think it is appropriate to say that Israelis have killed as many palestinians as were killed 
by 911 attack in America.  The Palistians that were killed were mostly terrorist that were trying 
to terrorize the Israelies.  Please be careful how your journal reports these things because truth 
has to be at the root of everything.   
 

 

18/10/2004 22:06 
 
If WWI and WWII aren”t enough to convince you about Germany”s warlike intentions and how 
they”ll wield the European Union as their nuclear sword against the rest of the world...  
Check out Beyond Babylon: Europe”s Rise and Fall 
 
 
 



 
 

18/10/2004 22:07 
 
His blatant bias may belong in tawdry propaganda leaflets, but not in a scholarly journal.  And 
since I am not Jewish, note that bias is an equal-opportunity offender.   
 

 

18/10/2004 22:08 
 
Keep your anti-semetic feelings to yourself. 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:13 
 
Your recent article comparing the Israeli army to the terroristsw of Sept 11 is inappropriate for a 
medical journal-- and inaccurate. Most the \"civilians\" killed by the Israelis were terrorists, 
members of terrorist groups, and gunmen supporting them. There is no policy of killing children 
who, unfortunately, are often with the gunment. On the contrary, efforts are made to spare 
civilians, especially children. Palestinian terrorists, on the other hand, make no secret of their 
aim to kill as many civilians, including children, as possible. Israeli casualties, which your author 
does not mention,are mainly civilians.   
 

 

18/10/2004 22:13 
 
I wish to regiser my disgust at your publication”s biased view comparing Israel”s activities in 
\"Palestine\" with those of the 9/11 terrorists in the US. 
The complex issues of the Middle Eastern politics are not one sided.  Israel must try to protect 
itself against suicide bombers and other acts of terrorism which indiscrimate against soldiers and 
civilians.  Palestinian corruption plays a large part in contributing to the sad state of the 
Palestinian health system. 
The media have a large part to play in forming public opinion and such biased articles only 
contribute to misunderstanding and inflaming public opinion. 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:16 
 
shame on you. now I know why you are an acting editor. You act as if you are a politician, not a 
doctor. How can you possibly say all Palestinians are civilians? What about Hamas, Jihad, and 
Arafat\\”s group? What about Arafat himself? Is it because now he is old that he is no longer a 
leading terrorist? If Hitler hadn\\”t killed himself, should we have reclassified him as an enemy of 
the world because he became old? Please keep your comments  due to the disease of hatred to 
yourself.If you can\\”t cure it, look for alternative behaviors in order to deal with it. Preferably 
studying history instead of medicine since the former obviously concerns you much more than 



the latter. Israel is responsible for tremendous strides in dealing with infection, amputees 
(especially children), and disease. Please do not avail yourself of any of their discoveries or their 
applications since they may be tainted with politics that you disagree with. 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:16 
 
I am shocked that in a respected medical Journal you would print the obvious lies and distortions 
by Dr Summerfield regarding the mideast conflict. As an editor you fell down on your 
professional responsibilites. Shame on you!  
 

 

18/10/2004 22:17 
 
Below is the rapid response I have sent to BMJ.  You should be ashamed of the yellow jouranlism 
you have aloowed in the once respected papers of this journal. 
 
 Derek Summerfield’s recent bashing of the Israel in its conflict with the Palestinians grossly 
distorts both fact and substance to placate his lack of inner piece, presumably as a result of the 
years of apartheid in his native South Africa. Apartheid resulted from European colonization and 
destruction of African society. Israel has risen from the ashes of both European and Arab 
attempts to destroy its people; its population has returned to its ancestral land, one that it did 
not cede to anyone in the past 2000 years of world-enforced exile. The world, including the 
“International Court of Justice” at the Hague, has yet to deal with this indigenous people who 
absolutely refuses to give up on its heritage, and keeps it for thousands of years as the historical 
and moral underpinning of its return to sovereignty. Tibetans and Native Americans, however 
truncated their sovereignty and population, were at least allowed to reside in the countries that 
were taken from them. His politics clearly colors his distortion of the facts. 
Despite Mr Summerfield’s protestations to the contrary, the pre-1967 “borders” are not legal 
borders no matter what apartheid-driven feelings he has on the issue. They were armistice lines 
between Israel and its attackers – essentially the entire Arab world. It may be that Mr 
Summerfield would like these to be the borders to make his and everyone else’s life easier, but 
they are nothing more than the basis for negotiations between two parties. Actually, the newest 
armistice borders were those established in 1973. If anything, they should be the starting point 
for negotiations. When the “Palestinians”, who were never a people until the Yasser Arafat 
invented them, wish to discuss these borders in good faith, then I am sure that they will find 
reasonable respondents on the other side. In the meantime, since there are no legal borders, 
Israel should be free to move in any way it sees fit to protect its population from murderous 
terrorists, or \"militants\", as Mr Summerfield might euphemistically refer to them. I am sure 
that he would equally refer to Mr Bigley’s beheaders in Iraq as militants. Bestial behavior, like 
suicide homicides on busses full of school children, bursting into homes and shooting families, 
killing women on early morning runs because they are nothing more than Israelis (read Jewish) 
is the reason the Israeli Army is in Gaza and that the defense barrier is being built. If children 
are sometimes caught by gunfire in the hostilities, or mistaken for indoctrinated, bomb-laden 
carriers of death, then it is regrettable, even painful, but not disproportionate to the situation. If 
there is real evidence of purposeful killing of civilians on either side, such evidence should be 
presented to the appropriate bodies. The difference between Israel and the Palestinian terrorists 



is that the killing of civilians, whether adult or child, is a regrettable accident or rogue action of a 
few amongst Israeli forces, while it is a matter of policy, part of \"the rules of engagment\", for 
the Palestinians. 
First and foremost, the BMJ is a medical journal, and as such should be concerned in all its pieces 
with journalistic integrity and checking of the facts. While the total number of Palestinians who 
have died as a result of Israeli action since the use of wanton killing of civilians and terrorism 
became the cornerstone of the Palestinian liberation movement over two years ago is in the 
range of those innocents slaughtered on September 11, 2001, it is downright laughable to say 
that all Palestinians who have been killed by Israeli forces since that time were nothing more 
than innocent civilians. The not so subtle analogy between the casualties of 9/11 and the 
Palestinian war of terror on Israel is deviantly designed to instill in the mind of the reader the 
analogy of innocents slaughtered. Nothing could be further from the truth. The vast majority of 
those killed by Israeli forces were armed enemy combatants, those involved in the perpetration 
of attacks on the Israeli Army or civilians. While it is true that some children have been killed, 
most have been killed as collateral damage in firefights. Where there are signs that intentional 
killing of children occurred, this should be investigated. Making Isreal the target of political 
correctness, distortions and outright fabrication is not part of the BMJ’s mission. 
Secondly, while not disputing the World Bank’s numbers or the potential for economic and health 
care collapse in Gaza, one need only to look at the Palestinian Authority for the reason why: it is 
corrupt, funneling millions into the coffers of senior PA officials, including Yasser Arafat. Suha 
Arafat is living with her daughter in Paris in a hotel receiving US$100 000 a month from 
Palestinian coffers, and Mr Arafat has been reported to have a fortune estimated at US$2.6 
billion stashed away in overseas companies, including a Caribbean airline. Where does a poor 
leader of a liberation movement get the money to invest in this way? The coherence of the 
“Palestinian” health policy is distorted and diverted by Palestinian corruption and insistence on 
spending the money on “liberation” (translate: Israel’s annihilation). Mr Arafat alone could fund 
the Gazan and West Bank health systems. 
Thirdly, Mr Summerfield makes no mention of the use by Palestinian combatants of protection by 
children and other civilians, using homes in populated neighborhoods from which to fire on 
Israeli, military or civilian. Last week it was widely reported that Israeli gunners had withheld fire 
from two individuals attempting to launch Kassam rocket because they had surrounded 
themselves with children. 
In short, Mr Summerfield and the BMJ has denigrated its own integrity by stooping to the yellow 
journalism of the British tabloid industry. One wonders what other distortions have crept into the 
BMJ’s pages masquerading as medical truth. Would it be that Mr Summerfield turned his mighty 
pen to the grand health tragedies of Darfur and the Sudan, to malaria, to HIV, to the Palestinian 
corruption that allows a breakdown in its health care obligations to its people. If there was ever 
an editorial that was “anti-Semitic”, this was it.  
 

 

18/10/2004 22:19 
 
in reading reports of the deaths in israel in the p.a. area”s thier seems to be several mis 
imformations , i will not go into them here but to say it is a known fact that there would be no 
deaths! if the p.a. would reign in the terror groups but they do not do this they instead 
encourage the violence . where is the outrage over kassam rockets killing children in israel , bus 
bombings , mall, resturants and the list goes on , cover those who are undergoing operation 



after operation for disfigured bodies from these attacks. yes children have been killed in the p.a. 
area”s , usually from terror gruops using them as shields. or they being armed themselves.death 
is death wherever , hurt is hurt wherever , but be fair to the reasons and dont ignore the facts , 
to be a launching pad for hate is not what you should be about . dont read media that reports 
false or misleading imformation and please dont become that yourselfs  
 
respectfully   
 

 

18/10/2004 22:21 
 
I am appalled by Dr. Derrick Summerfield\\”s October 16 article on \\\"Palestine.... \\\" accusing 
Israel of heinous war crimes against Palestinian Arab civilians.  For decades the PLO (\\\"sole 
representative of the Palestinian people\\\") has had as its goal the destruction of the entire 
State of Israel, and the Palestinians\\” deliberate targeting of civilians, especially women and 
children, over decades, is known worldwide.  The Israel Defense Forces indeed do defend 
themselves and their people. Since Palestinian civilians are routinely incited to violence against 
Israelis, and since Palestinian leaders and trained fighters deliberately hide among their own 
civilian populations, there certainly have been innocent civilian casualties when Israelis actively 
defend themselves or attack known terrorist leaders and murderers.   
Especially considering the Arab people\\”s relentless provocations and refusal of much of the 
Arab world to make peace with Israel, and Israel\\”s military capabilities, the great extent to 
which Israel goes to avoid unnecessary civilian enemy casualties is truly remarkable...a tribute to 
the Jewish people\\”s long history of serving as a beacon to the world on ethical behavior. 
One additional note.  I would urge readers to find and evaluate socioeconomic and public health 
morbidity and mortality data for Arabs on the West Bank and Gaza Strip for 1967 before Israel 
occupied those areas after being attacked, compared to the data just priot to the Palestinians\\” 
launching their Intifadas. Again, a tribute to the State of Israel. 
Please, reporting of indecent lies and propaganda such as the work of Dr. Summerfield does a 
disservice to all your staff who are honest and generally produce a periodical that is worthy of 
respect.        
 

 

18/10/2004 22:22 
 
I am disappointed that a medical journal of prestige would allow Summerfields one sided and 
factually inaccurate article to be printed. One of his erroneaous statements was, 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
He also compares IDF anti-terror action to S-11 which is outragous. I think a correction or at 
least a contradicting article is in order.  
 
Regards, 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:23 



 
What ever happened to honest reporting? How dare you compare 9-11 to the IDF as one of the 
same. Israel has never targeted civilians, they target terrorist as you well know. 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:23 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
 
The article mentioned in the subject of this e-mail is slanderously untrue and unworthy of being 
published in a magazine such as the British Medical Journal. 
The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on to claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
This article is a pack of lies, is inappropriate for a respected medical journal and should never 
have been published by you. 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:24 
 
As a reader of the BMJ, I was appalled by the recent article written by Dr. Derrick Summerfield 
entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.”  This article grossly distorts the 
reality of the situation in the Middle East today.  The majority of Palestinians who have been 
killed in the last 3 years have not been innocent civilians but rather armed terrorists.  Although 
some civilians have been killed, Israel never intentionally targets civilians and even puts its own 
soldiers” lives at risk in order to minimize civilian casualties.  No other army in the world has 
ever fought a more humane war against a relentless enemy who intentionally targets the elderly, 
women, and children. 
The real humanitarian crisis occurring in the Middle East today is the exploitation of children by 
Palestinian leaders who indoctrinate them with hateful ideology and then send them out on 
suicide missions.  As medical professionals we should be up in arms regarding the Palestinians” 
use of ambulances and hospitals as hiding places for terrorists and transport vehicles for 
explosives.  



As a respected Medical journal, the BMJ has a duty to ensure that the facts of its articles are 
correct.  I hope that the publishing of this article was an oversight and that in the future, more 
care will be taken to verify the accuracy of politically charged information. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:25 
 
Dear Kamran, 
I am appalled and disgusted to have read the article in your Oct. 16 issue  entitled “Palestine. 
This article is full of lies and is totaly inappropriate for a respected medical journal. 
Please do better in the future! 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:25 
 
The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
It is inappropriate for a respected medical journal to include articles of this nature and tone. As a 
Registered Nurse, Midwife, and Women”s Health Nurse Practitioner, i am appalled by the 
implications of this article and its inclusion in the BMJ.   
 
Thank you, 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:26 
 



THE ARTICLE BY DR. SUMMERFIELD ON ISRAEL NEEDS A GREAT DEAL OF EDITING AND 
CORRECTION. IM USED TO READING BETTER AND MORE SCHOLARLY WORK FROM  THE 
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:26 
 
This article accuses Israel of deliberately killing Palestinian civilians.  Please note that: 
A) Most of those killed in IDF actions are armed gunmen.  The IDF has never deliberately 
targeted innocent civilians (unlike Palestinian bombers who always deliberately target innocent 
civilians on buses, in markets and restaurants). 
B) Palestinians can easily stop these incursions by ceasing to launch Kassam rockets at Israeli 
towns and otherwise attacking Israelis with bombs and guns. 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:27 
 
You published a totally 1 sided political article in a world renown medical journal. This article is 
inappropriate for a respected medical journal, and you as it”s editor are responsible. If you can”t 
stick to medical articles I suggest you fire yourself! You have done unrecoverable damage to 
your journal. 
Congratulations. I guarantee your readership will decline unless you are pandering to palistinian 
terrorists. 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:27 
 
As a medical professional, I am appalled by your article and its grossly false comparisons. This is 
exactly the type of misleading statements that breed and perpetuate hatred toward Jews and 
others. Please educate yourself on the issue and reevaluate your stance on the middle east 
conflict. Irrespective of you belief, albeit false, please do not use a medical journal as your forum 
as this is not professional. 
 
Thank you 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:31 
 
Your Oct. 16 issue with the article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes,”by Dr. Derrick Summerfield wherein he compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 
terrorist hijackers is totally inappropriate. 
I hope you exersize more discretion in the future. 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:33 



 
I am appalled and stunned that Dr. Summerfield dares to compare Israel”s self defense of 
terrorism to the heinous acts committed on 9/11.  Why is this knid of one sided propaganda 
being printed in what is supposed to be a well respected medical journal?  Shame on you for 
allowing this article to be printed.   
 

 

18/10/2004 22:38 
 
I refer to your Oct. 16 issue and the article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other 
war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, states: “The Israeli army, with utter impunity, 
has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number of people 
who died on September 11, 2001.”  
A question: since when is your journal a political journal or news outlet? I would like to take this 
opportunity to correct the erudite Dr Summerfield. The only thing he got right was the number of 
people killed. A majority of over 60% of those killed were in fact TERRORISTS (you know, the 
kind with guns and weapons and all). I believe the wonderful Dr Summerfield also failed to 
mention that ALL the attacks the Palestinian terrorists have committed in the last four years 
have been aimed at civilian targets. It is unfortunate that Israel has killed civilians, but when you 
known terrorists hide amongst civilians, casualties are inevitable. One final lesson for Dr 
Summerfield: the Palestinians were offered their own state in 2000 at Camp David and Taba. 
Arafat walked away and started a reign of terror. If your learned colleague would like to 
apportion blame: look at the Palestinian terrorists; not the Israelis - who are fighting for their 
survival. 
 
PS. Before your “Medical” journal loses even more credibility, suggest to Dr Summerfield that he 
focus on medicine and leave politics to people who actually know what’s going on.   
   

 

18/10/2004 22:39 
 
Publication of a blatantly political, biased and innacurate article in your journal brings you 
disrepute. Although it is fashionable to brand Israel as an aggressor as Suumerfield does, only a 
moment”s thought is required to realize that Israel cares more for the actual welfare of 
Palestinians than does the rest of the Arab world combined. Iran in particular regards 
Palestinians of all ages as merely pawns to be sacrificed in the attempt to drive infidels from the 
region. Without Hamas, without Iranian backing of their puppet Arafat, peace would have been 
possible decades ago. But note that peace with Egypt brought immediate assassination of of 
peacemaker Anwar Sadat by the same forces that would grind Palestinians to dust. 
All of this, however, is beside the point. Politics has no place in your Journal, and as Editor you 
should take responsibility for this malfeasance and resign your acting position. 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:41 
 



I personally find this article offensive and untruthful.  Why are such blatant lies written, 
especially in the British Medical Journal.  Is a similar article being published regarding the loss of 
life in Isreal due to suicide (really HOMICIDE) bombings, or in particular are those children not 
human? 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:42 
 
physician, heal thyself.  
can it be possibly true that a respected journal would allow itself to be used as a vehicle for 
personal bias reporting? 
before you send any medical article out, i am sure that you do fact checking.  why then was the 
article by d.summerfield allowed to postulate beyond the scope of his article. 
he has diminished the stature of your journal 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:46 
 
I am outraged that the British Medical Journal allowed Dr. Derrick Summerfield”s diatribe against 
Israel to sully its pages.  First of all, Summerfield”s political polemic had no place in a medical 
journal.  Second, he was not only incorrect in his pronouncements against Israel, but egregiously 
so.  He brings shame to your journal and should be severely disciplined.  Whoever allowed his 
anti-Semitic and baselessly anti-Israel screed to be printed should likewise be disciplined, and 
you owe your readers and the public who rely upon the information in your journal a prominent 
and sincere apology. 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:48 
 
It appears that scientific journals are now fair game for Arab and Muslim lies. 
I suppose it is useless to state how shameful this is.  The only positive outcome is that serious 
scientists will see through your political propaganda and reject your publication as much they 
reject Al Jazeera. 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:48 
 
Dear Dr Abassi, 
 
I am shocked, disappointed and cannot believe that a scientific journal of academic standing can 
allow itself to be used for political purposes by presenting biased political reporting in the guise 
of scientitific publication. As the editor of the journal you are responsible for denigrating and 
lowering the standard of such a journal. (“Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield,) I belive that your editorial board would welcome 
your resignation.   



 

 

18/10/2004 22:51 
 
The man”s article on Israel is a disgrace.His reasoning is faulty,his reporting biased, his \"facts\" 
skewed,and the article  itself is worthier of Al-Jazeera than your journal.The Israelis will not be 
victimized,and they are remarkable not in their excesses,but rather in their restraint in the face 
of vicious and unrelenting targeting of their civilian population in heinous ways. 
I don”t think Britain would stand up half so well under similar circumstances,and it is the 
privilege of the Summerfields of the earth to live safely distant from the scene of present 
sorrows,which they nonetheless feel supremely qualified to comment upon. 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:53 
 
I am rather amazed (and quite disappointed) that a journal of your reputation would print such 
ridiculous and scurrilous words, equating the Israel Defense Forces with Al Qaida suicidal and/or 
homicidal terrorists!! Clearly Dr. Summerfield has no clue what killing with impunity means. I 
guess I can safely assume that those organisations or individuals involved with targeting 
innocent Israeli children and citizens are not guilty of adding to the Palestinian people\\”s health 
plight, but are just poor, victimized \\”freedom fighters\\” instead . 
Has your journal ever made note of the many Arab victims of terror attacks who have been 
treated by IDF medical staff and Israeli hospitals? Didn\\”t think so. I heard a Lebanese woman 
describe such an event last week at Duke University in the US and would be happy to forward 
some contact information if you are the least bit interested. 
 

 

18/10/2004 22:58 
 
You should be ashamed that you allow your editorial staff to compare the Israel fight for survival, 
to the death”s of the barbaric Palestinian people, who think nothing of blowing up a shopping 
center, a bus, or a coffee shop filled with innocent civilians. Israel has a right to defend it”s self 
against these animals from Palestine. There will always be innocent people killed during war, but 
Israel not like their sworn enemy, does not single out women and children. 
Israel is a true democracy that would like nothing more than to live in peace.  It seems to me 
that you”re paper is no different than any other Jew-hater, that every once in a while will crawl 
out from under a rock.  If you disagree, convince me.  
 

 

18/10/2004 22:59 
 
My wife, who is a doctor, was horrified by the hate-filled diatribe below By Derek Summerfield 
you allowed into your journal and forwarded it to me in disgust - Especially since he and you put 
it forth under the guise of a \\\"medical contribution.\\\"   



Although neither my wife nor I are Israeli or Jewish, we take pride in counting many Jews and 
Israelis amongst our friends, co-workers and colleagues. My wife frequently has pointed out over 
the last 20 years that she\\”s been practicing medicine that the Jewish doctors she works with, 
and especially the Israelis, are typically not only the most capable but moreover the most 
impassioned of all the doctors she works with - more dedicated than most to helping all patients 
from all backgrounds regardless of heritage. 
Dr. Summerfield\\”s implication that there is a moral equivalence between the current situation 
in Israel and Apartheid in South Africa is not only dishonest, but baffling in its irrelevance to the 
medical issues at-hand. Israel is a fully democratic country which counts among its voters 
Blacks, Jews, Arabs, Blacks, Whites, Muslims, Christians, Asians and every other denomination. 
With Golda Meir, Israel was the first developed nation to have elected a female political leader. 
Progressive values and accepting, liberal mores permeate every facet of Israeli life, as I was 
surprised to learn when I first visited in the early 1990\\”s.  
The only thing I\\”ve found Israelis not to be accepting-of is people that irrationally hate and 
don\\”t accept them;  those who would have them killed, ruthlessly murdered and eradicated 
rather than live alongside them. In my estimation, given everything that Israelis have endured 
through the years, I can\\”t blame them for defending themselves by any means available. Why 
have you not pointed-out that when the Israeli army carries out anti-terrorist exercises, they 
never purposely target civilians?  There may sometimes be collateral damage, unforunately, but 
there can be no equivalence between this and pre-meditated terrorism perpetrated by fanatical 
cowards. When terrorists hide bombs in Ambulances, snipers disguise themselves as pregnant 
women and naive innocent young children are sent to do the disgusting work of cold-blooded 
murderers of innocent civilians, what would you suggest, oh wise Medical Journal Editor? The 
ideal situation would be if Israel never had to car! 
ry out such dangerous but necessary exercises to root-out terrorists in the first place - but alas 
the myopia and dogmatism in the article your journal published seems to have overlooked this 
point... 
But by far the most reprehensible aspect is that your publication is purportedly a respected 
Medical Journal, rather than a fringe and obscure right-wing hate website where such drivel 
belongs. 
Shame on you. 
 
Sadly,  
 

 

18/10/2004 23:05 
 
Dear Editor, I am writing in response to the article: “Palestine: The assault on health and other 
war crimes.”  
    The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers:The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians 
since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
    The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ? approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ? denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the  Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian 
has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ? in stark contrast to 9/11. 



    Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
    Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
    Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
This article is not appropritate for publication in a respected medical journal such as yours. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:07 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
    Apparently your Journal chooses to call Israeli retalitaion against the Palestinian terrorists a 
crime. Why don”t you look at the facts. Israel never goes against civilians and children. The 
Palestinians always do when they blow up on buses. 
    Obviously you are prejudices adgains Israel personally and you bring it into a medical journal. 
     You should be ashamed of yourself. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:07 
  Re: DISGRACEFUL ANTI-ISRAEL PREJUDICE 
 
Dear Editors: 
 I write to you in protest to the grossly incorrect, biased and unjustified criticism of 
Israel appearing in your October 16 issue under the title “Palestine:  The Assault on Health and 
Other War Crimes” by Dr. Derrick Summerfield. 

 Among Dr. Summerfield’s outrageously incorrect statements, which can only cause 
undue hatred, is the comment that the Israeli Army “has killed more unarmed Palestinian 
civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.”  
This falsehood denies the fact that the majority of Palestinians who were killed since September 
2, 2000, were terrorists and armed combatants rather than “unarmed ... civilians”.  This 
statement also ignores those Palestinians who were killed by other Palestinians.  The statement 
moreover exacerbates the falsehood by stating that those killed by the Israeli Army were killed 
“with utter impunity”, whereas the truth is that with very few exceptions (which exceptions have 
been prosecuted), no Palestinian civilians have been deliberately killed, i.e. the statement “with 
utter impunity” is dead wrong. 

 To make matters worse, Dr. Summerfield then incorrectly states, without any 
support whatsoever, and clearly contrary to all evidence, “Clearly, soldiers are routinely 
authorized to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no threat.”  Such a comment is a 
shameful distortion of fact. 

 I suppose that Dr. Summerfield by his comments, and you by implication in 
printing such comments, believe that Israelis should act like Jews were forced to in World War II 
in Germany and under Nazi control, i.e. accept whatever terrorism is applied without defense and 
without protection.  Any fair and balanced presentation would make mention of how Palestinian 
terror and political corruption by the Palestinian authority have contributed to the poor state of 
the Palestinian health system. 



 You should be aware that the latest U.N. Human Development Index, a global 
report card on human progress (based on economic wellness, public health, longevity and 
educational attainments) ranks Israel 22nd of 177 countries -- far ahead of any Arab country.  
And remember this is an official report of the UNITED NATIONS, not know for positive 
assessments of Israel!  In the Middle East, next is United Arab Emirates (49th), Oman (74th), 
Saudi Arabia (77th).  Lebanon is 80th.  The Palestinian territories, after four years of self-inflicted 
intifada, still rank 102nd,  a bit behind Jordan (90th) and Tunisia (92nd), but AHEAD of Syria 
(106th), Algeria (108th), Egypt (120th) and Morocco (125th).  Perhaps these figures should be 
passed on to Dr. Summerfield. 

 Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:11 
 
Derrick Summerfield”s highly biased and distorted version of Israel in his article about health in 
Palestine, is a blatantantly political diatribe and totally out of place in a medical journal. I”m 
shocked that you would allow such dishonest statements to appear without checking their 
motives and veracity. The vast majority of Palestinians killed have been militants who have 
deliberately targeted and killed Israeli citizens or are involved in terrorist groups who plan to do 
so.  
To say that Israeli soldiers deliberately kill Palestinian children is outrageous.  If children do get 
killed, it”s accidental and the Israeli army apologises. 
Why doesn”t Summerfield mention that Palestinian mothers interviewed on documentaries say 
they are having more children so they can become suicide bombers to kill more Israelis- 
including Israeli children? Or that Palestinians often use children as shields to protect 
themselves. 
Allowing contributors to air their venomous political agenda in your pages brings no credit to 
your publication. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:12 
 
DearMr Abbasi: 
Your article is an insult to all those who perished in The World Trade Center attack.  
 

 

18/10/2004 23:12 
 
You should be ashamed of pushing your political views in a medical journal!Pushing an Pro 
Palestinian agenda in a Medical Journal is disturbing to say the least.  
Dr. Summerfield clearly does not have a balanced opinion, and pushes only 1 side of a long 
standing dispute. 
Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” The 
author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers: 
 



The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian health system.  
The fact that Israel is held to a higher standard than EVERY other country in the world is 
regrettable. The sad fact is arabs are very good at pointing the finger at Jews for their miserable 
state and, never do they see their actions as directly affecting their circumstances. It is their 
blind hatred of Jews that keeps them from accepting some kind of agreement that will bring 
peace to the region. They want Jews to concede everything and, in exhcange offer nothing. 
Since, they refuse to compromise this war will go on until one side destroys the other, and that is 
a very sad approach. But, in the end it has NO PLACE in a MEDICAL Journal! 
Send this propaganda instead to a news organization for publication.  I do not wish to read this 
propaganda in a MEDICAL Journal. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:17 
 
It is unfortunate that your journal involves itself in politically dificult conversations and makes 
crude connections between things like two groups attempting to exist with serious conflict and a 
flagrant terrorist event like 9/11.  The BMJ is a well-respected medical journal that should not 
risk its image or credibility amongst the world”s finest physicians.  I respectfully request that you 
report on medicine, and I will subscribe to other journals for my politics.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:19 
 
Dear Acting Editor Abbasi,  I find your article regarding the unrest in Israel unprofessional for a 
medical journal.  Presenting a political point of view should neither be the goal of nor included in 
your medical journal.  A fair airing would to include the intentional bombing of civilians by the 
Palestinians, their refusal to accept either the 1917 or the 1948 UN directives re the 
establishment of a Jewish state, their multiple declarations of war against the Jewish state, the 
fact that the majority of casualities by the IDF are, in fact, militants, the fact that the 
Palestinians mingle military operations in areas of civilians, etc.  Obviously, a fair airing is beyond 
the scope of the Journal, so an \"unfair,\" partial airing should be also.   



 

 

18/10/2004 23:20 
 
I receive BMJ and am outraged that you let your journal serve as a forum for ones antisemitic 
and anti-Israel diatribes.  
When I read a medical journal I”m interested ONLY in reading objective information and studies 
on medicine, not political garbage masquerading as such. 
If you are unable to discern between the two why not find an editor who can? 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:23 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
 
I recently read the article “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes” by Dr. Derrick 
Summerfield.  It saddens me that such a reputable medical journal would publish an article with 
so little to do with the medical world and such blatant disregard for the facts as they pertain to 
the fighting between Israel and Palestine. 
Although I was an avid supporter of your magazine, I cannot justify any further support.  I 
believe the magazine should issue a statement apologizing for the inaccuracies, however, most 
magazines would be too proud to admit a mistake.  I look forward to hearing your response. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:25 
 
Your unfair and biased comments regarding Israel and the Israeli army is disgusting.   
 

 

18/10/2004 23:26 
 
Dear Acting Editor, 
 
I am writing to you because of my grave concern for what has been published you your journal. 
In the Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” 
was published, besides being compiled of half turths, and blatent lies this sort of smearing 
political article has no place in a medical journal. I am currently a medical student and I can 
honestly tell you that if another article of this sort appears in your magazine, I will never read 
your publication. Furthermore, I have forwarded it along with my comments to all my classmates 
at the University of Wisconsin Medical School. Please try to be a bit more proffesional in the 
future. 
 

 



18/10/2004 23:28 
 
Your dishonest and polltical comments in a purely medical journal are reprensible. Having been 
an active internist for 35 or more years and having taught the science and art, and having read 
yours and medical journals for probably longer than you...and having served as medical 
journalist for national public radio for years…and having been a member of the Royal Society of 
Health and as purely objective your slice at Israel is pure pretense at medical reporting and a 
pure play on your prejudiced political view which has no place in that journl. 
After the tragedies of murders of children, elders and randoms brought by palestinians on 
Israelis...you need to balance issues. Israel does not murder children as prime victims. They 
react as the palestinian political figures aside from the violent Arafat have admitted and have 
called for palestinians to end. 
Shame on you 
Shame on your editorial board which approved an unbecoming medical joural article. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:28 
 
The article, “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes” in your Oct 16 issue is an 
assault on truth.  The publication erroneously reduces the Palestinian-Israel loss of life and limb 
to a single Israel-based cause without examining the defining role that the Palestinians are 
playing.  How is Israel to protect her citizens from an onslaught of horrific terror attacks?  Do not 
the murdered and maimed Israeli citizens deserve protection from the Palestinian terrorists?  
How else can Israel stop Palestianin terror attacks?  Israel goes out of her way to protect 
Palestinian civilians.  But Palestinian terrorists purposely hide in civilian areas.  Why are the 
Palestinians not crying out for their terrorist brethern to stop their murderous and cowardly 
methods??  Then the Israelis would not be forced to protect themselves, and there would be no 
Palestinian casulties.  Please get the facts straight before you publish accusations. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:30 
 
Shame on you with this biased and error-ful article:  terrorists are terrorists and any country is 
bound to defend itself, just as we in the United States do, against murder of innocents in the 
name of religion or whatever. 
Such an article casts doubt on the veracity of other medical publications of yours.  Please correct 
this bias. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:32 
 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
 



 

18/10/2004 23:33 
 
The British Medical Journal included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

18/10/2004 23:33 
 
It would seem that you should stay out of politics and stick to writing articles that are more 
appropriate for a medical journal.  Firstly, your bias has dulled your brain to the true facts on the 
issue.  Secondly, when I read a medical journal I want to be updated on the latest medical 
information, not find a treatise on  Palestinian pathos.   
 

 

18/10/2004 23:34 
 
I found this article laden with marked untruths that left me with the conclusion that the author is 
overtly anti-zionist, if not anti-semitic. Lies found in this article are acceptable in the popular 
press but should not pass by the watchful eye of the editors of such a prestigious journal.  
 
In the article, Summerfeld states: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  



Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head:  
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
I expect a full retraction and apology to be printed soon. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:34 
 
I am writing with reference to the October 16th article by Dr. Summerfield whose unsubstantited 
charges against Israel brings to mind a comment by Adlai Stevenson during his campaign for the 
presidency of the U.S. He said that the arguments of his opponents remind him of the lawyer, 
who summing up to the jury said, These are the conclusions upon which I base my facts.\" 
Dr. Summerfield makes no effort at objectivity and plays loosely with the facts. Simply put,were 
the Arabs to call off their “intefada”, there would be no need for Israel to retaliate against 
terrorists. It is patently absurd to write,\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill 
children in situations of minimal or no threat.\" Does the good doctor have a shred of evidence to 
support this outrageous allegation? 
I am suprised that a respected journal such as yours would allow prejudice and politics to take its 
place alongside solid medical and scientific articles. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:36 
 
Dear Sirs, 
  I was puzzled by your article comparing the Israeli army to the terrorists of 9/11.  The whole 
purpose of the 9/11 attack was to kill civilians.  The majority of Palestinians who have died since 
September 2000 are terrorists and armed combatants, accoring to the Institute of Counter-
Terrorism.  The innocent people in the World Trade Center had not been trying to blow up 
civilians in buses and pizza parlors. 
Sincerely, 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:36 
 
I am disgusted that a respected journal such as the BMJ that I have used as a resource many 
times throughout my education printed such a one sided, untrue, and blasphemous article. If you 
are the person who allowed the trash and lies in this article in the BMJ then no wonder you are 
only acting editor and I hope that BMJ regains its good reputation by excommunicating this 
article from the journal.  
 



 

18/10/2004 23:37 
 
The article is clearly one sided and does not belong in a medical journal, especially one as highly 
rated as yours. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:38 
 
I am the Chief Operating Officer of a network of hospitals in the United States.  We will not be 
renewing our subscriptions due to the politicization of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in your last 
issue.  I would add that it was grossly incorrect.  Most Palestinians who have been killed in the 
conflict were either terrorists (armed) or killed by their own internal conflicts.  Although there 
have been civilian casualties, this is due to the terrorists taking tactical positions from within 
civilian areas.  Shame on your journal for allowing what had been a respected medical journal to 
be used as a stage for anti-Israeli propaganda. 
I will also be forwarding this to my colleagues.  I would welcome your reply. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:39 
 
It is not possible that Dr. Summerfield believes that Israeli soldiers are told to shoot unarmed 
civilians with impunity.  If he read anything at all about Israeli army training, he would know that 
great lengths are taken to avoid injuring or killing unarmed civilians.  However, the Palestinians 
deliberately put the terrorist activities in civilian buildings and communities, putting their own 
people at risk.  The Palestinians reward and honor death in a way that Israelis and other 
westerners cannot understand. Arab terrorists, on the other hand, deliberately target civilians.  
All unnecessary death is tragic. A respected medical journal should be able to identify the causes 
of terrorism and the culture that promotes it.  What could be a bigger public health issue? 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:41 
 
Dear Ms. Abbasi, 
This letter is in reference to Dr. Derrick Summerfield”s Oct. 16 issue in the British Medical 
Journal entitled, \"Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.\"  I cannot begin to 
express my deepest disappointment when reading this article as it pertains to its portrayal of 
Israel.  The blatent misconception of truth this author, his article and therefore your journal has 
displayed is purely unconscionable.   
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in 
situations of minimal or no threat. 



Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Perhaps fair and balanced journalism is not a desired goal with your journal?  
 

 

18/10/2004 23:42 
 
Having read the Summerfield paper entitled \"Palestine\" I truly regret having submitted and 
published my own papers in your Journal. Short of an apology from the Editors for publishing 
Summerfield”s drivel, I and my colleagues will not risk tainting our reputations by submitting 
future papers to the BMJ. We will also petition our Library to terminate its subscription as soon as 
can be arranged. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:45 
 
I protest you publishing bigoted political articles in what is supposed to be a \"medical\" journal.  
You don”t seem to object that Palestinians actually target Israeli children, sending missiles at 
kindergartens and blowing up pizza parlors, yet you call all Palestinians killed \"civilians\" even if 
they are carrying guns and bombs when they are hit. 
I think you are evil. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:46 
 
Shame on you and your Journal for your antiisrael propaganda. Not only is it one sided, but 
factually incorrect. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:48 
 
I just sent a mail to another editor instead of you by mistake, please ask him to show it to you.  
I strongly disagree with the publishing in a medical journal of political articles, a medical journal 
shouldn”t be used for this purposes. 
The full letter was sent to another editor just a seconds ago. 
Thank you, 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:50 
 
The recent article by Dr Summerfield in you journal is a disgrace. It is a political piece full of 
inaccuracies and is a very biased example of Israel bashing. Your respected magazine, in 



allowing the publication of such a piece has lowered its standard throughout the world. I am 
disgusted, ( but not surprised).   
 

 

18/10/2004 23:52 
 
Hello 
I was an Israeli soldier. The amount of horrors I witnessed by Palestinians not just on Israelis but 
on them was horrific. For what it is worth. In the history of conflict there has never been a more 
humanitarian army like the Israeli army .Who do you have to compare .The English they where 
angels in India and in Africa. The French they where like school children in Algeria. When a Jew 
defends itself it is the worst thing in the world. Have you no shame.  Wake up .Look what is 
going on in the world. I promise you we are not bad people. We want to live. How small is Israel. 
Why can’t we live in peace like normal people? What kind of person blows up and kills small 
babies. Is it so easy to hate Israel for wanting to be a free nation? I pray when you are in a place 
where you see what the truth is you will be able to live with your shame. I pity you. Keep on 
loving those who hate. It is so easy to hate those who want to live. 
 Have a healthy and long life. May you one day understand the truth. What about all the Jews 
that where killed and kicked out of the Arab countries .Where is their voice. How many Arabs 
stand up for their rights? How many Arab countries offer to help Israel? When their was an earth 
quake in Iran Israel offered to help. Why?  Look at the prisons .In Israel. Look at the prisons in 
an Arab country. Why do Israeli Arabs want to stay in Israel and not become part of the 
palastinainsns .It is because they know they are living in the only democratic country in the 
Middle East .That is some thing you cannot comprehend. I hope one day you will understand 
what 1+1 is and stop looking for answers that have no reson. Good day to you. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:53 
 
I”m very surprised that a MEDICAL journal has taken to political propaganda against Israel, one 
sided at that. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:55 
 
Your Medical Journal contains information that is untrue and totally biased.  You should be 
ashamed to let subjective tale-telling be a part of a Medical Journal.  Notice that I capitalize the 
words Medical Journal.  That”s becuse there”s a respect given to the medical profession.  So you 
debase your profession.  Ugly, I tell you, just plain ugly. 
 

 

18/10/2004 23:57 
 
Your article discussing Palestianians is misleading.  You need to retract or offer more scientific 
accurate coverage.  Not ALL palestinians were unarmed.  In fact most were engaged in armed 



terrorist activities or violence.   In fact, ehy n”t your article address the abuse of minors and 
children in armed fighting?  Is it because you are biased? 
I would like a response. 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:07 
 
According to your website \"The BMJ aims to publish rigorous, accessible and entertaining 
material that will help doctors and medical students in their daily practice, lifelong learning and 
career development.\" 
The article “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” by Dr. Derrick Summerfield 
exhibits none of those characteristics. 
One can only assume that you are a pack of liars, or that somehow you believe that a politically 
\"correct\" tirade will better help doctors and medical students in their daily practice than 
rigorous science. 
As an example of the latter I draw your attention to: 
[link to website that no longer works] 
If the matter is that either yourself or Dr. Dreck have lost interest in medicine and science and 
now find that you prefer politics, perhaps the best course for you to take would be to resign your 
current positions and set immediately to carrying placards in the street. 
Yours truly, 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:08 
 
in regards to your publishing in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on 
health and other war crimes.” 
The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers ... do i have to continue? 
Shame on you! 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:08 
 
Dear Sir/Madam: 
 
I read with disgust and horror your Oct 16 article entitled  
\"Palestine: the assault on health and other war crimes\".  
Aside from its lack of any factual or truthful content and despite its value only as a political 
propoganda tool , it has absolutely no place in a medical journal.  The editors of this magazine 
owe a sincere apology to the medical community as a whole as well as to anyone who values 
truth in journalism.   I wonder , however , what your chances are of attracting back those 
readers who you have undoubtedly lost by virture of this slanderous tripe. 
 
With limited respect, 
 



 

19/10/2004 00:11 
 
The so called “PERSONAL VIEW” Palestine: the assault on health and other war crimes. By Derek 
Summerfield, is the horrific example of the deliberate misinformation and the extreme anti Israeli 
and anti Jewish bias. 
1. Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers. The 
only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. Summerfield 
labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the clear majority 
of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants. 
75 % of Israelis killed by Palestinian terrorists are civilians, the number which is 8 times higher 
then of Palestinian civilians killed during Israeli anti terror actions. Summerfield is not interesting 
how many Jews are killed his love and hate is one-sided. 
2. Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
3. The Security Fence branded by Summerfield “a grotesque barrier” saves lives of Jews and 
Palestinians; maybe this is a major disappointment for a “doctor”, the number of terror attacks 
against Israeli civilians dropped by 87% after an incomplete construction of the fence. 
4. Summerfield so conveniently forgot to say that Palestinians must thank Palestinian terrorists 
and the corrupt Arafat’s terror regime for the \"military checkpoints splitting towns and villages 
into ghettos, curfews, closures, raids, mass demolition and destruction of houses ... \" 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:14 
 
Dr. Derrick Summerfield”s article is nothing short of Anti-Semitic and Anti-Israel. How it got into 
your prestigious medical journal is a serious question in itself. As a New Yorker who lost friends 
in the Twin Towers terror attack, I am appalled that he equates the defence of a nation against 
terror attacts to terrorisim. Why does your Journal at add that the vast majority of Palastinians 
killed by the Israeli army were combatants and terrorists. Does your Journal realy want to imply 
that Israel has nothing better to do then arbitrarily shoot innocent civilians? Can this Journal be 
trusted for medical integrity? 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:16 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
I write to you to object in the strongest possible terms to the article written by Dr. Derrick 
Summerfield on the Israel / Palestine conflict. 
Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 



combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to this unfortunate state. Palstinin civilians are killed and 
injured because they hide terrirosts in their homes and the terrorists hide among them and use 
children as human shields.  
also, no mention of the thousands of Israeli lives that have been shattered by mindless terror 
and the fact that the Palestinians have rejected every peace deal sinc negitiations began.  
The aim of the Palestinians is to not to live in peace with Israel but to continue the cycle of 
violence with a view to eventually controlling all of Israel. This clause was only removed from the 
Palestinian charter under duress.  
 
Yours sincereley 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:31 
 
Summerfield is a nazi at heart. He hates the jews because they have more in their little finge 
than ha ha in his whole brain. He also is very bad in arithmetic. He compares those who come 
and blow themselves up to kill civilians and use their own children to stand in front of terrorists 
with those heroes who put their lives on the line every day to protect these murderers from 
killing the innocent. I guess the jews were also responsible for being murdered by the nazis.  
This man really should get the NOBLE PRIZE for stupidity. 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:34 
 
       Your comments about the Israel Army, with no thought to the TRUTH, belongs in an opinion 
column, not the British Medical Journal. Your probally a member of the Euorepean Nazi Party, 
which would explain your biased remarks against Jews & Catholics. 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:35 
 
I have been a rare contributor to your pages, and I find it hard to believe that a journal which I 
have respected throughout 30 years of practising medicine would allow such a biased , incorrect 
view of the recent Intifada as was published recently.  You owe the people of Israel, and the 
Jewish diaspora, an apology. 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:35 
 
Mr.  Abbasi, 



I extremely disappointed to learn that a medical journal known for its quality published an article 
with serious errors.  While it is curious territory for a medical journal, the BMJ tread on the 
controversial ground of the Israel-Palestinian conflict in the article \\”Palestine: The assault on 
health and other war crimes\\” by Dr. Derrick Summerfield.  The title alone indicates a clear 
partiality on the part of the BMJ. War crimes is obviously a loaded term but we can return to that 
controversial subject after a short history lesson in the middle east.  The area \\\"Palestine\\\" 
was occupied by the Brits after the fall of the Ottoman Empire and comprised a region that 
included Jordan and that was several times larger than the area to which the article refers.  Since 
that time, and the rejection of a Palestinian state by Palestinians in 1947 and 2000, no area on 
the planet is called Palestine.  So, the question that arises is clear: What area exactly are you 
talking about in the article.  At best, the BMJ presumably refers to the West Bank and Gaza and 
at worst you include Israel proper too.  In Israel, the standards of health care for all citizens 
Arab, Jewish, Muslim or Christian is far greater than the rest of the middle east.  In the 
Palestinian territories, living conditions are terrible but it is unfair to blame Israel.  The leadership 
of Yasser Arafat is rampantly corrupt.  He has become a billionaire and used his people as 
political pawns at the expense of accepting a state and use the billions of dollars in aid received 
to create a functional health care system. Nowhere in your article do you delve how Arafat\\”s 
corruption directly leads to dysfunctional and often horrific living conditions.   
Of the many errors in the article, two scream for attention.  One is found in the paragraph:  
\\\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\\\"  The statistic 
is simply not true.  While roughly the same number of Palestinians have died as New Yorkers on 
September 11th, by all accounts the majority of Palestinians killed have been armed combatants 
and that is a critical distinction.  Second, \\\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to 
kill children in situations of minimal or no threat\\\" is untrue, unfair and offensive.  If your 
medical journal insists on making the politicized statement, it is your obligation to prove it.  Why 
doesn\\”t the BMJ do an investigative report?  I am 100% certain the allegation cannot be 
proven.   
In summary you have offended countless readers. I suggest you rectify the situation by (1) 
publishing the horde of negative email  you receive (2) publicly apologizing (3) publishing an 
article which describes the impressive health care system in Israel and the numerous medical 
advances Israeli citizens are responsible for.   
Perhaps next time your journal should just stick to medicine? 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:38 
 
In the October 16, 2004 article by Derrick Summerfield published in your Journal, the author has 
deliberately omitted the Arabs culpability for the deaths of their children and has included 
amongst the dead so-called \"unarmed Palestinian civilians\" who were in fact terrorists and 
armed combatants (see the website of the Institute for Counter-Terrorism  for a neutral, in depth 
analysis of this issue). 
By publishing in your highly respected publication the lies stated by Dr. Summerfield, you are 
affirming those lies.  Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-
killing, illegal colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how 
Palestinian terror and political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the 
Palestinian heath system.  



 

 

19/10/2004 00:40 
 
Dr. Summerfield”s factually incorrect portrayal of Israeli actions made me sick. He also fails to 
mention the contribution of the corrupt PA government to the current state of Palestinian health. 
In the interest of what can be done to improve the horrible state of Palestinian health, please 
make sure that articles take into acount all variables and are not one sided. 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:45 
 
Your recent article on the state of  Palestinian health care was outrageous in its bias. Lumping all 
Palestinian deaths under \"unarmed civilians\" and blatantly accusing the Israelis of shooting 
innocent children in the head goes beyond journalism and enters into race-baiting fiction. 
I am astounded that of journal of your reputation would publish such drivel without checking 
facts and checking the tone of the article. 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:46 
 
Beyond contempt!!Not the BMJ of old. 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:49 
 
Dear Mr. Abassi, 
The Oct. 16 issueof your Journal had  an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and 
other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 
9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001\".  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on to claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat\". 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 



Your journal was known as a a prestigious medical journal until it was sullied by this clearly 
biased, false and anti semitic article.I urge your paper as a supposedly unbiased journal to not 
let these kinds of falsehoods, myths and egregious lies to permeate what once was a respected 
medical journal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:50 
 
I am shocked at your recent “analysis” of the efforts Israel necessarily has to make to protect its 
own people, and your outrageous comparision of these self defence efforts with the attacks on 
September 11. 
Most of those killed by the IDF are terrorists. All those killed by the Arabs on September 11th 
were civilians or firefighters. 
You have demonstrated either ignorance or bias in these comments.  
In my view a clear apology is needed - and you should be considering resignation.  
 

 

19/10/2004 00:54 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi: 
 
I was surprised and disappointed to hear of Dr. Summerfield”s article entitled \"Palestine: The 
assault on health and other war crimes\" in the 16 October 2004 issue of the BMJ. Political 
articles of this type have no place in a respected medical journal such as BMJ.  In addition to 
being entirely inappropriate for your journal, it is also misleading because it presents an 
incomplete, inaccurate, and biased description of the problem.  Out of respect for your otherwise 
excellent journal, I strongly recommend omission of such inflamatory political and biased articles 
in the future.   
 
Best regards, 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:54 
 
Dear Sir, 
The article by Dr Summerfield is a disgrace.Is it now the policy of your Journal to allow 
lies,distortions and half truths to grace your pages? 
Do you seriously state that not one of the Palestinians killed was armed or had ever commenced 
a firefight? 
Do you deny that armed Palestinians are ever amongst children who are killed.? 
Do the official media and schools not encourage martyrdom amongst chidren? You know very 
well they do and if it was any other group UNICEF would have spoken out ages ago. 
Where is your condemnation of child-suicide bombers? Do you not regard this as child 
abuse?What kind of parents allow/encourage their children to run out in front of tanks.?  



Sir this is not the type of article that should appear in any peer reviewed journal,the fact that it 
does speaks for itself. 
Yours Sincerely 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:55 
 
Evidently Dr. Summerfield has had his head in a test tube too long . According to the Institute of 
Counter Terrorism,no Palestinian civilians have been deliberately killed by the IDF; just the 
opposite of the terrorist actions that happen every day in Israel.His (Summerfields) statements 
were inappropriate at the least and logically sound like Fascisism. This comes from a non Jew 
that reads Middle Eastern Newspapers everyday. 
 

 

19/10/2004 00:56 
 
Palestinians health was one of the world”s best prior to the current Intefada. The corruption and 
inability of the PA to tend to the needs of the populace is directly attributable to Yasser Arafat 
and his corrupt administration.  
 

 

19/10/2004 00:57 
 
I read about your articles on the loss of life among Palestinians and find your attitude on Israel to 
be totally wrong.  Israel, unlike the Palestinians does not target inocent civilians and certainly not 
young children.  Jews are prohibited from taking such an offensive position during combat 
operations.  On the contrary, they are required to take precautions not to endanger innocents.  
In the war raging in Israel, most of the losses among the young are the deliberately targeted 
children in Israeli schools and in the school buses in Israel.  You need to review your sources and 
ensure the facts.  I am appalled that you would put such an article in a prestigious publication 
like a medical journal. 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:00 
 
Your Oct. 16 issue contained an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes.” by Dr. Derrick Summerfield is an outrage.  It is clear your have become a second rate 
publication. 
For the record I am not a Jew and I am not related to anyone who is.   But I do see much to 
admire in the Jew”s culture and much to distain in the Middle East.  I feel that most of the 
Palestinian problems are their own doing.  Perhaps the best explanation I have seen of the 
situation is located at [link to a document of unknown provenance] 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:02 



 
I think it is an abomination to print Dr Summerfield”s article. Politics, especially one sided, biased 
politics should not be in a prestigious Medical Journal such as yours. The fault does not rest or 
stop with Dr. Summerfield. The responsibility to keep this type of garbage out of the Journal 
rests with you, The Editor. 
Sincerely yoursw, 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:03 
 
Shame shame shame on you for violating the trust of the medical community to be a politically 
unbiased scientific voice for your colleagues. The article was innaccurate, partisan and 
innappropriate for a journal of your stature. The examples you give if you must enter the frey 
completely disregauard the facts . Israel has never deliberately targeted unarmed civiillians and 
too this day offers , throug its very good and compassionate health care system , treatment for 
all. This includes , even the terrorists themselves as in the case of the bombing at Hebrew 
University , when both Palestinians and Israelis were treated at Haddassah Hospital. Haddassah 
to this day continues to keep its doors open to every one. Get your fact straight at least if you 
are going to take a biased position. 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:06 
 
Dear Sir: 
I object to Derrick Summerfield falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-
killing, illegal colonization and apartheid. This unfair and biased report, with its libelous 
characterization of the only democratic nation in the Middle East, makes absolutely no mention of 
how Palestinian terror and political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the 
Palestinian heath system, and indeed to the virtual demise of their nascent state. This type of 
bias in publication is unbefitting of your Journal and should elicit a repudiation and retraction. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:07 
 
Publishing anti_Israel propaganda in the guise of medical reporting  exhibits a gross failure of 
editorial judgement. The ability to distinguish fact from fancy is very important in  the practice of 
medicine, so this failure surely impacts the medical quality of your journal. 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:07 
 
If your journal publishes scientific articles as false and insulting as Summerfield”s absurd 
condemnation of Israel, you would be the least reliable publication in the medical field. 



You should be ashamed. 
You owe Israel an apology, and a retraction for your multiple errors of fact. 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:09 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi, 
 
To me as a biophysicist engaged in biotechnology and medical device development in Israel for 
nearly three decades, a respected medical journal such as BMJ, is about the last place a serious 
reader would expect to find blatantly incendiary, one-sided political drivel such as that presented 
by Derrick Summerfield.  Summerfield\\”s patently biased, gross distortion of Israeli and 
Palestinian reality is about as accurate or useful to understanding the origins and reasonable 
solutions of the sad Palestinian tragedy, as advocating bloodletting as a solution to breast 
cancer. 
4 years ago, Israelis and Palestinians were at the negotiating table to try to reach a just 
settlement - then Arafat suddenly broke it off and launched a war of terror against the same 
Israelis who had given him trust to reach a peaceful resolution.  This was not preceded or 
triggered by any act of violence on the part of the Israelis - Arafat simply wanted more, and was 
willing to resort to violence to try to force it.  This was not deemed worthy of mention by 
Summerfield, nor were the waves of suicide (homicide) bombers unleashed against Israeli 
civilians despite repeated agreements by Barak to total cease fire, and Arafat\\”s consistent 
refusal to issue clear orders to stop the violence.   
This is simply propaganda, intended to incite rejection - and not against totalitarian regimes or 
the real mass crimes that are taking place (such as in the Sudan), but against the only 
democracy in the Middle East - where unlike the rest of the Middle East, there are plenty of 
internal critics who constantly and loudly state their opposition to policies they disagree with - 
and may they do so vigorously, and democratically. 
We who carry on our careers of developing better cures for disease for the benefit of all mankind, 
find ourselves having to survive a continous terror onslaught.  We, who have a sincere desire 
and make major efforts for a just peace for Palestinians and Jews alike, feel betrayed that a 
respected medical journal would lend credence to such a grossly misleading article.   
I, and other thinking readers, take great offense at this, demand to know what you intend to do 
to right this injustice? 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:13 
 
In the Oct. 16 article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes,”Dr. Derrick 
Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 



combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

19/10/2004 01:13 
 
Dear Sir 
 
In the Oct. 16 issue, article entitled Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes. Dr. 
Derrick Summerfield puts forth a very biased view of all Palestinian casualties as \"unarmed 
civilians\" he minimises the fact that the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since 
September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-
Terrorism), and that no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed \"with impunity\" by 
Israeli Defence Forces in stark contrast to 9/11. 
Dr. Summerfield should keep his politics out of the British Medical Journal. 
Had he done his research he would know that the IDF goes out of its way to avoid any civilian 
casualties. 
However the same cannot be said for Palestinians leaders who encourage families and children to 
put themselves in harms way. Dare I mention Palestinian use of UN ambulances to transport 
rockets and other arms in the Gaza Strip with impunity? 
Stick to medicine… Dr Summerfield! 
 
Regards, 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:24 
 
Dear Sir, 
Thank you for publishing \\”Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.\\” by Dr. 
Derrick Summerfield,  
Dr. Summerfield demonstrates clearly how Israel\\”s occupation policy led to a catastrophic 
health conditions among Palestinians population. 
 
Best regards. 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:25 
 



As a scientist, I think that Derrick Summerield”s article about Israel and Palestinian casualities is 
an embarresment to your journal.  A minimum of cross-checking or unbiased investigation would 
have revealed his claims are unfounded, irresponsible, and colored by a blatant bias.  Shame on 
you.  Such shoddy and politicized work only raises questions about the integrity of your journal. 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:25 
 
As a scientist, I think that Derrick Summerield”s article about Israel and Palestinian casualities is 
an embarresment to your journal.  A minimum of cross-checking or unbiased investigation would 
have revealed his claims are unfounded, irresponsible, and colored by a blatant bias.  Shame on 
you.  Such shoddy and politicized work only raises questions about the integrity of your journal. 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:28 
 
Why was this article published? I am refering to Oct 16th issue - the article entitled “Palestine: 
The assault on health and other war crimes.”  
The author clearly villified Israel using invidous half-truths and misleading statements - while not 
even remotely addressing  the Palestinian”s role and how that relates to the sad state of the 
Palestinain health system.  
For example, Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ this clearly isn”t 
the case. First of all, the overwhelming majority of Palestinians who have died since September 
2000 were terrorists and armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), 
and Second, no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast 
to 9/11.  
Clearly the author has some issues to work out and he shouldn”t use your respected journal to 
do so. 
 
I”m disgusted! 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:29 
 
You obviously have a very slanted and biased viewpoint about Israel. You totally ignored the 
FACTS about how many of those innocent/unarmed Palestinian civilian casualties WERE NOT 
REALLY innocent, unarmed OR civilians. You can spew your lies and garbage until you breathe 
your last breath, and then it”s the fiery furnace for you, and that will be for all eternity. Is it 
really worth it to \"curse Israel,\" and end up cursed forever??? I think not. And, whether you 
like it or not, believe it or not, think it or not, GOD will have the final say. I can only pray for 
your soul if you choose to continue your diatribe. And JUST WHAT does that have to do with 
\"Medical Journalism\"??? Talk about abuse of a media outlet......... 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:33 



 
I don”t believe in war and never will. Israel”s yearning for peace since the very beginning has 
been totally ignored by the world. It is obviously \"fashionable\" to \"bash\" Israel. It”s OK to kill 
innocent civilians in Israel through terror attacks but Israel”s efforts to combat such terror is 
condemned. Shame on you for being a party to such uncivilised thinking, such uncivilised bias. 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:42 
 
The article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes”written by Dr. Derrick 
Summerfield showed incredible bias against Israel which has no place in a journal of medicine in 
any country and in particular in England when one just assumes there would be reasonable 
objectivity 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:48 
 
Dear Mr Abbasi   The recent article by Mr Summerfield depicts the Israeli/Palestinian conflict in a 
rather proPalestinian and antiIsraeli manner.   It refers to the Palestinian deaths as if they are 
mostly non-combatants (which most are not) and as if those who were innocent non-combatants 
were injured and killed by design of Israel”s Defense Forces.  In fact, there is no evidence to 
support the proposition that Israel is attempting to injure non combatant civilians.    Further,  the 
Palestinian side virtually only tries to injure Jewish civilians.   Most of the Palestinian deaths are 
males 16-28 years old.   Jewish deaths are evenly distributed throughout all age groups and are 
virtually equal in male / female distribution.  
 

 

19/10/2004 01:48 
 
Re: “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” Oct. 16. The author, Dr. Derrick 
Summerfield states:  \"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed 
Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 
11, 2001.\"  
 
This is false.  Most of these Palestinians were killed while trying to murder Israelis.  95% of these 
Palestinians were male.  Besides, this doesn’t belong in a medical journal. 
 

 

19/10/2004 01:51 
 
You article is a disgrace. \"SHAME ON YOU\". 
 

 

19/10/2004 02:02 
 



I have just read the outrageous statements in \"Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes.\"  These include counting armed terrorists as \"unarmed civilians,\" and that the Israeli 
army kills unarmed civilians \"with utter impunity.\"  You are fortunate that Israel is a nation, not 
a person.  This would be libel under the laws of the United States as well as the United Kingdom. 
 

 

19/10/2004 02:08 
 
Your article entitled PALESTINE: THE ASSAULT ON HEALTH AND OTHER WAR CRIMES is 
INAPPROPRIATE for a respected Medical Journal!!! 
 

 

19/10/2004 02:14 
 
  I am shocked and disgusted by the publication of this piece of propaganda in a respected 
medical journal. Political corruption has done far more to hurt medical care in Palestine than the 
so-called \"war crimes\" committed by Israel. The $300+ million personal wealth that Arafat has 
stolen from the Palestinian people would have gone far to help the poor and sick in the region. 
None of this was mentioned in this article, proving further that its author had no interest in the 
realities of medical care in the region, but rather is more interested in promoting a political 
agenda. 
 
   Regardless of your position on this issue, you must admit that such an opinion piece filled with 
controversial views has no place in a medical journal. 
 I can assure you that I will not be reading, nor referencing, your journal in the future.  
 
  Regards, 
 

 

19/10/2004 02:18 
 
How can a your publication print such a deluge of blatant lies? In the article “Palestine: The 
assault on health and other war crimes” by Dr. Derrick Summerfield he compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\"  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 



Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Being the editor of such a famed medical journal, one has to think \"How in the world was this 
egregious literary crime committed?\" 
 

 

19/10/2004 02:24 
 
Dear Dr. Abbassi: 
The article that your journal published entitled \"Palestine:The assault on health and other war 
crimes\" is a politically motivated piece of work that should not have been published in this 
forum.  The authors present a completely fantastical distortion of the facts.  There is no mention 
of the culpability of suicide bombers and the fact that many of the deaths cited are those of 
armed militants.  To equate the Palestinian situation with that of 9/11 is a disgrace.  I hope you 
issue a retraction and clarification in your journal in order to preserve any integrity for your 
journal in the future. 
Sincerely, 
 

 

19/10/2004 02:27 
 
I am shocked to see this article in a medical journal, whose definition is to be rigourous, cientific, 
entertaining and a lot more..I have been reading you since 1958, the year i began to study 
medicine and don¨t remember any such article.I really hope you go back to the job you have 
been doing very well during all those years, lending voices to all of us, who made the Hipocratic 
oath. 
 

 

19/10/2004 02:28 
 
When publishing in a respected medical journal, please publish the facts.  Please research the 
number of palistinians killed that were armed combatants and of the job terrorists killed while 
attempting an attack.  How many palistinians in the statistics killed themselves in a homocide 
attack? Please check your statistics. 
 

 

19/10/2004 02:29 
 
What an insult to the great tradition of Arab science and medicine when today”s pigmy 
decendants sink so low as to venty their anti-jewish venom in a prestigeous scientific journal. 
 

 

19/10/2004 02:32 
 



How dare you compare Israel”s efforts to defend itself from the terror war deliberately unleashed 
by Yasir Arafat and the Arab mob against innocent Israeli civilians in September 2000 with the 
deliberate attack on innocent American civilians in September 2001!? How dare you inflict on a 
supposedly respectable and scientific journal responsibility for a patently irrational, illogical, 
unfair biased, propagandistic and deliberately, consciously dishonest article? You know full well 
that there is no equivalence between Israel defending itself against terror, including by means of 
missile strikes on known leaders, and Arab terror itself. You know that Arab 15-year-olds who 
pick up weapons or strap on suicide belts are not “children” at all in the sense that suburban 
London 15-year-olds can be. You know that children are not targeted by Israel, yet sometime are 
in the vicinity of perfectly legitimate targets. Yet you distort your article and you magazine and 
your colleagues” ! 
image just in order to puvey you political views. You run a medical journal; how dare you abuse 
it? I thoroughly recommend your immediate dismissal. 
 

 

19/10/2004 02:39 
 
To Whom it may concern, 
 
I was appalled to read the highly political and accusatory article by Dr. Derrick Summerfield in 
the Oct 16th issue of the BMJ.  To this point I had aways regarded the journal as a valued source 
of medical information free of political and racist bias.  The publication of Dr. Summerfield”s 
accusatory diatribe has changed my view of this publication. 
Dr. Summerfield accuses Israeli soldiers of targetting children and of killing civilians \"with 
impunity\".  He presents a one-sided and innacurrate view of events in a volatile part of the 
world. 
I was considering subscribing to your journal.  I have reconsidered based on this article.  In fact, 
I will no longer read this journal.   
I believe a retraction and an apology is in order 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

19/10/2004 02:42 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
I am appalled by the shoddy reporting in your recent article on the state of health care amongst 
the Palestinians. You should be ashamed to allow such biased, inaccurate reporting to blemish 
the pages of the normally fine journal you publish.  This article is full of inaccuracies and 
innuendos that are utterly insulting to the reader”s intelligence and extremely misleading and 
even inciting. Please, I beg you, the issue some sort of statement retracting any association with 
the biased politics asserted in this article. Do you yourself, believe the rubbish that was printed 
there?  
 

 



19/10/2004 02:46 
 
Unbalanced, biased against Israel. Omits internal sponsorship of Palestinian fighters and political 
corruption that have robbed the health system.   
 

 

19/10/2004 02:50 
 
To compare the actions of the IDF to 9/11, is not only irresponsible, but a patent lie! The health 
problems in \"Palestine\" are caused by the Arabs themselves, by their terrorism. IDF do NOT 
deliberately shoot at children and most of the casualties are NOT unarmed civilians! 
 

 

19/10/2004 02:54 
 
are you a scientific journal or a racist lynch mob.  
 

 

19/10/2004 02:55 
 
This is in response to an article entitled \"Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes\" 
published in the Oct 16th issue of BMJ. Being such a highly respected and reputable journal I am 
in utter disgust to see such a non academic, discriminatory and purely unacceptable article 
published in your journal. If the objective of your journal is to intelligently communicate 
innovative advancements in the field of medicine and biomedical research then the appearance 
of this article defies your credibility.  
If this article were written in a truthfull manner presenting the facts from both sides of the 
equation then it would have been admirable. Rather, it blatantly uses the topic of community 
health to place a crude stab at Israel without any logical hypothesis.  
I demand that an appology be placed in the next issue especailly from those comments where 
the actions of IDF are compared to the events of 9/11. I need not explain the harshness of these 
words as I would not waste any more of my time writing to an editor of an elite journal who 
authorize this kind of belligerent. article get published. What kind of top impact factor scientific 
journal do you edit anyways?  
 

 

19/10/2004 03:05 
 
Dr. Abbasi -- I am certain you have received plenty of angry responses to Dr. Summerfield”s 
\"Personal Views\" piece on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Unfortunately, such a one-sided 
argument (dwelling on Israeli human-rights issues without also discussing the physical and 
psychological health impacts of terrorism, or even, if it is more to your political liking, the impact 
of the Israeli military \"culture of violence\" on Israeli society and citizens) does little to advance 
the cause of peace. For a much more balanced approach to the same issue, please see Nature”s 
special feature on the conflict last year. 



 
Respectfully, 
 

 

19/10/2004 03:05 
 
The article by Derrick Summerfield in your Oct 16 issue was a biased attack against Israel.  It 
completely ignored the fact that the Palestinian Terrorist organizations have intentionally been 
targeting civilians in Israel with their bombs.  The Israeli army has attempted to limit their 
attacks to known Palestinian terrorist leaders.  These terrorist \"leaders\" knowingly endanger 
children and civilians by hiding in civilian towns and houses.  The Israelis, unlike the Palestinian 
terrorists, do not intentionally target civilians; the Israelis do have a right and an obligation to 
protect Israeli citizens from these terrorist attacks.  That some Palestinian civilians have been 
killed by Israeli army actions is regrettable, certainly.  However, if the Palestinians would give up 
their love of terrorism and stop their terrorist attacks aimed at innocent Israeli civilians, the 
Israeli army would be quite happy to stay out of Palestinian territory.   
It is also important to remember that the current Palestinian terrorist activity followed Camp 
David, in which Yassir Arafat was offered 97% of the land he wanted in exchange for peace.  
Instead of accepting peace, he began the current round of terrorist attacks.  Political 
commentary such as that of Derrick Summerfield has no place in a medical journal.  At 
minimum, the BMJ needs to publish a counter-commentary from a noted Israeli physician and 
then to stay out of politics in the future.   
 

 

19/10/2004 03:06 
 
First of all, this propaganda has no place in a Medical Journal. It is a blatent lie and unworthy of 
publication. But since it has been published, the facts are that the Palestinians have targeted and 
killed more unamred Jewish and Muslim civilians than the IDF has killed Palestinians. As a matter 
of fact, a number of attacks and defenses of the IDF have been abandoned because of the 
possibility of excessive civilian casulties. Not so the Palestinian terorists who deliberately pick out 
civilians for murder. 
I believe an apology is in order and the editor”s resignation should be immediatly forthcoming. 
 

 

19/10/2004 03:08 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi-- 
I should like to register my strenuous objection to Dr. Derrick Summerfield”s article purporting 
that members of the Israel Defence Force kills civilians with impunity and is authorised to 
haphazardly shoot children.  Israel”s Defence Forces act under extremely trying circumstances to 
attempt to defend civilians from malicious and deadly terrorists.  The militant operatives of 
Hamas and Fatah are known to cynically exploit civilians and children by hiding in their midst 
when shooting at or fleeing Israeli positions.  Notably, using civilians and children as human 
shields only works when your opponent respects human life and will take efforts to avoid hurting 
the innocent.  Let it be remembered that the Israeli army has at its disposals tanks, bombers, 



and missiles that could easily obliterate Palestinian towns.  They eschew these means in favour 
of house to house operations as a consequence for their reverance for human life and stringent 
efforts to avoid unnecessary casua! 
lties often at great harm to their own forces. 
I am startled that a top medical journal such as the BMJ has published such unsubstantiated, 
inflammatory, misinformed, malicious polemic of this sort. 
 

 

19/10/2004 03:13 
 
Kamran,  
Why did you publish this letter?   
 
 
<Israel-bashing in Medical Journals 
<Inserting anti-Israel rhetoric into ostensibly neutral academic literature 
 
Two reputable medical journals recently allowed crude anti-Israel propaganda to masquerade on 
their pages as legitimate academic discourse: 
 
1) The British Medical Journal &#8213;  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top 
four general medical journals” &#8213; included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: 
The assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the 
IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
    The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count &#8213; approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” &#8213; denying the fact that 
(1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” &#8213; in stark contrast to 9/11. 
Summerfield goes on to claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
    Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
If you agree this article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal, send comments to 
British Medical Journal editor Kamran Abbasi: click here 
 

 

19/10/2004 03:17 
 
I am shocked and disturbed by the false report that Israel is killing innocent children when, in 
fact, the majority of Palestinians killed have been terrorists. Sadly, the Palestinian terrorists hide 



weapons, tunnels, and terrorists among innocent families, including children, who become their 
victims. The Palestinian authority has done little to nothing to help the Palestinians and the rest 
of the Arab world has stood by without lifting a finger to protect them nor to fight the flow of 
terrorists from their own countries into Israel and the Palestinian territories. Such one-sided and 
inaccurate reporting leads to neither good medical policy nor goodwill towards either side of this 
heartbreaking conflict.Isreal has been the victim here and continues to be on the front line of the 
fight against terrorism, protecting the entire world. Terrorism is the bad medicine here, not those 
who are forced to violence to protect themselves. 
 

 

19/10/2004 03:18 
 
The political content of the BMJ is reprehensible. The forcast that Europe will be a Islamic 
continent before the end of the century is obviously wrong.It is overtly Islamic now and 
apparently controls even the editorial policy of the once great British Journal. For Summerfield to 
equate Israel`s kmilling of innocent civilians with the 3000 killed in the twin towers is 
outrageous. 
 

 

19/10/2004 03:20 
 
How dare you use the pages of BMJ to air your political views about the middle east. 
I don”t care what side of the issue you”re on - it has no business being in a medical journal. You 
should be fired. That way you can pursue a career in politics instead. 
 

 

19/10/2004 03:29 
 
What inaccuracies by Derrick Summerfield you are publishing!  You should be ashamed. 
 

 

19/10/2004 03:29 
 
I am constantly amazed at how \"reputable\" publications print articles and stories without 
checking the facts.  Instead of printing totally biased stories - why not print nothing at all.  In 
that way you”ll be doing us all a favour. I”m referring to an article you people wrote - available 
here in all its dishonest glory. 
 

 

19/10/2004 03:29 
 
horrbile journalism distorting facts against Israel !! 
 

 



19/10/2004 03:30 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi; 
I writing in regard to your recent article equating the IDF operation in the so called occupied 
territories to the mishaps of 9/11. 
Firstly I myself was witness to the horrors of 911 first hand, I must say it is rather cruel for your 
publication to exploit such a tragedy for your personal political feelings. 
Secondly you may be correct with numbers but your facts are entirely misconceived. The IDF 
does not target children rather militants who chose to take terror as an objective to their goal. 
Those terrorists are the ones who blow up buses of innocent woman and children. The IDF is 
doing what they have to in self defence. 
I hope you take a more sensitive stand in the future especially when you report on an issue that 
has very radically diametric views in our society. 
 

 

19/10/2004 03:36 
 
I”m sure you have heard from others on this. 
Summerfield claimed that Israel is purposely shooting children in the head, and has authorized 
shooting of children in situations of minimal or no threat.   
He has also claimed that Israel has killed over 3000 unarmed civilians in the 4 years of intifada.   
These claims have no basis in fact, and are completely inappropriate to be put in a refereed 
medical journal.  The vast majority of Palestinians killed have beeen armed terrorists.  And 
nobody is authorized to kill civilians, let alone children.   
Please publish a retraction of these absurd claims, and an apology to the citizens of the world for 
letting them appear in your journal. 
 

 

19/10/2004 03:39 
 
The article in the October 16th issue by Dr Derrick Summerfield is offensive, inaccurate and has 
no place in a reputable medical journal.  What possible motivation could the editorial staff have 
to include such a one-sided polemic that has nothing to do with the mission statement of a 
prestigious medical journal?  I intend to forward this article to my colleagues throughout Canada 
and the United States and let them decide as to what action they wish to pursue. I will also let 
the advertisers in this particular issue know what they have decided to support and therefore 
where I can, I will no longer use their products 
 

 

19/10/2004 03:40 
 
obviously this dr.? hates jews & has an agenda...disgraceful in a medical? journal...Just call him 
Dr. Rather  of rathergate. 
 

 



19/10/2004 03:40 
 
In Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” by 
Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
So where is the objectivity and honesty which is a must in journallism? 
 
Shame on you! 
 

 

19/10/2004 03:43 
 
Mr. Abbasi, 
 
I”m writing concerning an article which appeared in your Oct.16 issue entitled \"Palestine: The 
assault on health and other war crimes\". 
In the article, author Dr. Derricek Summerfield, compares the acts of the Israel Defense Force 
(IDF) to those of the 9-11 terrorist hijackers in the following manner: 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed  
Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 
11, 2001.\" 
Summerfield makes two grossly inaccurate points:  1) all Palestinian casualties are \"unarmed 
civilians\" just like the 9-11 victims and 2) Palestinian civilians have been deliberately killed by 
Israeli soldiers.  
 
Contrary to Summerfield”s comments, every Palestinian casualty has not been a civilian.  In its 
Statistical Analysis of Casualties in the Palestinian - Israeli Conflict (September 2000 - 
September 2002) the Institute for Counter-Terrorism notes:   
 
\"The usual fatality count quoted in news articles presents an inaccurate and distorted picture of 
the al-Aqsa conflict, exaggerating Israel”s responsibility for the death of noncombatant civilians. 
For example, our database shows a total of 603 Israelis killed, compared to 1596 Palestinians, up 
to 29 August 2002 – numbers in general agreement with media reports...  



But such numbers hide as much as they reveal: They lump combatants in with noncombatants, 
suicide bombers with innocent civilians, and report Palestinian \"collaborators\" murdered by 
their own compatriots as if they had been killed by Israel.   
Correcting for such distortions, we can arrive at a figure of 617 Palestinian noncombatants killed 
by Israel, compared to 471 Israeli noncombatants killed by Palestinians...  
While Israelis account for 27 percent of the total fatalities as generally reported, they represent 
43 percent of these noncombatant victims. There are a number of valid ways of arriving at such 
corrected figures to compare the extent to which each side has been responsible for the killing of 
noncombatants; they all show a much more balanced picture of the conflict than the raw totals 
do. 
[and further in the report]... The number of Palestinians killed by actions of their own side – 
including suicide bombers, \"work accidents\", collaborators, and people killed in intra-Palestinian 
fighting – has increased strongly over time. So far, over 200 Palestinians have died in this way; 
they represent more than twelve percent of the total Palestinians killed.\"  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head:  
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
On it”s face, Summerfield accuses Israel of \"war crimes\" and deliberate child-killing, yet his  
article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and political corruption have 
contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system nor does it levy the same 
accusations against Palestinians who have purposely targeted Israeli civilians – including 
children. 
That the British Medical Journal, hailed by the Financial Times as \"one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals\", would allow its forum to be used as a political platform is 
unconscionable.  It grossly distorts the facts, is completely irresponsible reporting and as such, 
has no place in a respected medical journal.  
 

 

19/10/2004 03:56 
 
Summerfields article in the BMJ is appallingly onesided and political and should not appear in 
your respected medical journal. 
Perhaps one of your correspondents can report on the terrorism that afflicts the Israeli people on 
a daily basis and the numbers of innocents blown up in buses and pizza shops. 
While you are at it you may want to inquire as to the numbers of Arab patients that are routinely 
cared for at Hadassah hospital from the West Bank and Gaza. I know because I treated them 
there. 
 

 

19/10/2004 04:00 
 
I take offense of the article \"Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes\" by Dr 
Summerfield.  It is incredible that a reputable journal (I thought you were reputable) such as The 
British Medical Journal would stoop so low as to have a crude ant-Israel propaganda article such 
as this.  You are supposed to be a scientific journal with objective articles and research not an 



editorial body for some ill informed ill logical individual who has an anti anybody (Israel or 
Palestinian) political agenda.  Come on and get with the program.  
 

 

19/10/2004 04:04 
 
the article about Palestinian war crimes is biased and totally inappropriate in a medical journal. 
To compare innocent people just going to work, with people who provoke and precipitate 
violence is a sham. You should be ashamed of yourself, and as  long as you continue to present 
the Palestinians as innocent victims, it will continue to perpetuate their outrageous behavior. It 
would be helpful if they were held accountable for their behavior, and therefore felt they had 
control over their destiny. 
 

 

19/10/2004 04:05 
 
As a physician practicing in the United States I am shocked that a respected journal such as 
yours would reprint half truths and malicious lies. Actually, given the pro-Palestinian, anti Israeli 
sentiment in Great Britian I should have expected it. Nowhere in his article does Dr. Summerfield 
clarify that of the 3000 Palestinian deaths recorded the vast majority were armed with weapons. 
The Palestinian Authority is the most corrupt government in the world. It is for good reason that 
two years ago Forbes magazine named Yassir Arafat (the darling of the PC Euro liberals) as the 
6th richest ruler in the world. We all know that he and his cronies did not earn the billions that 
they have squirrled away in Swiss banks. This is money that they have stolen from their own 
people, money sent by foreign governments, aid agencies and the Israeli governmentand 
intended for use for the Palestinian people for infrastructure and health care. This has been 
clearly documented by many news orga! 
nizations. Before the intifada the Israeli government had set up clinics across the West Bank and 
Gaza paid for with Israeli money. Before the intifada three hundred thousand Palestinians 
entered into Israel every day where they were employed gainfully, Palestinians occupied beds at 
the finest Israeli Medical institutions next to Israelis, all getting excellent care that was dispenced 
regardless of their political leanings and agendas. Dr. Summerfield has turned a blind eye to 
what most of us in the States can clearly see... that it is the corrupt and increasingly ineffective 
Palestinian Authority that has ruined their people”s lives. After 50 some odd years of aggression 
against the Israelis the Palestinians, the Saudis, the Syrians and the Iranians still expect to drive 
the Israelis into the sea. The Israelis have tried to make peace, time and time again but you can 
not make peace with neighbors who deny your very existence. Yes, the Europeans expect the 
Israelis to turn ! 
a blind eye to the repeated wars of aggression waged against them ever since they were granted 
independence. Yes, the Europeans expect the Israelis to welcome the suicide bombers with open 
arms. Well Israel has tried and the Israelis are tired of trying.  There will never be peace in the 
Middle East until the Palestinians and all the venom filled Arabs love their own children more 
than they hate the Israelis. Your Journal should be ashamed to print such drivel and 
unsubstantiated nonsense. You are a medical journal and should limit your articles to those that 
are not political in nature.     
 



 

19/10/2004 04:17 
 
what does the fictional country of balestine have to do with a medical journal? 
Now everything in your magazine is suspect. 
 

 

19/10/2004 04:18 
 
Israel is a tiny country smaller than Brittany in France whom is assaulted daily by rockets or 
attempts of suicide bombings. If a couple of suicide bombers were to do the same in London , 
the military would react and also defend their citizens! 
You too have been brain washed by misinterpretation of the Coran, one day finallty a muslim 
with love without prejudice will show the light to the fidels. I hope it comes from Palestineand for 
sure , you are not the one with such hatred.  
Shame on you!  
Why be gifted to turn it against others 
 

 

19/10/2004 04:22 
 
Either you are totally biased or ignorant. One orthe other. Of course Hamas and Hezbollah are 
known as world wide terroristand that the Israelis are hunting them down and killing them just 
like the usa. The problem is they procreate like rabbits and someday they will come to kill you. 
terrorists are terroists. There is no condonigbuts terrorists or any of their actions when they blow 
up innocent people/  
 

 

19/10/2004 04:25 
 
The article by Summerfield Oct 16, 2004 shows an misguided bias that boggles the mind.  
Collateral damage is unfortunate but is a far cry from blowing up buses of innocent victims in 
Israel.  You should be ashamed, but I doubt shame is something you might understand.  
Fortunately that kind of bizarre reporting would never find its way into an American refereed 
journal. 
 

 

19/10/2004 04:32 
 
Mr. Kamran Abbasi, 
 
I was wondering what you thought of the brutal murders of innocent men, women & children on 
Israeli buses. Surely this should really bother you when talking about the murder of unarmed 
people.  
 



 

19/10/2004 04:32 
 
I am truly ashamed and appalled by the anti-Semitic ratings of Derrick Summerfield in the 
October 18th issue of BMJ. You should all be ashamed and embarrassed. 
 

 

19/10/2004 04:35 
 
Dear Sir 
Please find hereinafter a text in French I copied from a book titled \\\" The Hadj \\\" by Leon Uris  
 
Since I have no experience with the Arab World , I wonder how true his words are . 
Please forgive me if you find the following question dicourteous , it is not my intention . 
Could you please give me your opinion . 
Thank you .  
Regards  
 

 

19/10/2004 04:46 
 
Dear sir, 
 
The article in question, in your october 16th issue, makes a series of claims which are clearly 
false in fact and indeed imply an impossible knowledge of israeli military planning. The reading 
placed by Dr Summerfield on the events described is ill-intended and maliciour. It clearly is 
intended to incite race hatred. - and - it is scarecly a medical article. 
Unless you have changed your publishing policies and wish to turn your journal into a gutter 
broadsheet what on earthe was your intent - and what on earth do you think you would achieve 
by publishing it - except to damage your own credibility as a major medical journal. This article 
does not meet your normal standards for accuracy, valid methodology, respect for evidence, 
logical thinking ... 
I repeat, what were you thinking? 
The courtesy of a reply is requested 
 

 

19/10/2004 04:48 
 
That you took this opportunity to view your politics in a medical journal is entirely inappropriate 
and unconsciable. To ignore the behavior of the Palestinians in provoking the situation 
perpetuates their getting mileage in prsenting themselvesasvictims, in no contro; over their 
lives. It is innacurate as every reader knows, and is not helpful to he Palestinians or a peaceful 
resolution the the middle east. Try to have better boundaries in your work, and apologize for 
your inappropriteness and distortion of the whole story PLEASE! 
 



 

19/10/2004 04:51 
 
As a physician who USUALLY finds the BMJ a worthwhile journal, I am horrified to see that Dr 
Derrick Summerfield compares the IDF actions to 9/11. Where has he been? The Institute for 
Counter Terrorism has clearly demonstrated that the majority of Palestinian deaths have been 
terrorists and armed combatants. That cannot be said for the victims of 9/11. Do I wish that 
things in the Middle East were different? YES! But Dr Summerfield”s comments imply that the 
lives of Israeli do not warrant defense! Has Dr Summerfield ever been to a Hadassah hospital? 
There he would see the true spirit of Israel where EVERYONE is given the best medical care 
possible...even the terrorists themselves. This would not be true in a Palestinian venue. Afterall, 
unfortunately the Palestinians are taught to hate and kill. So far, that is not true in Israel. 
He makes no comments about the siphoning of millions of dollars that were sent to HELP 
Palestinians--and instead support corrupt leadership. Instead of helping develop a decent 
Palestinian medical infrastructure, aid is sent to Arafat”s wife in France! 
How dare Dr Sutherland state that deliberate child-killing is \"authorized\". That is a lie! Why 
does he not comment on the Palestinian recruitment of childrent to be suicide bombers and 
shields for terrorists? 
And where do YOU sit with all this? Doesn”t the editor bear some responsibility to ensure some 
truth is published in the BMJ? Would you publish an article if Dr Summerfield said that Diabetes 
is caused by exposure to, I don”t know, maybe dust? Wouldn”t you feel you had some 
responsibility to have evidence? 
I am appalled! 
 

 

19/10/2004 04:52 
 
Sir: 
 
Dr. Summerfield\\”s articleon Palestinian deaths at the hands of Israel has no place in a 
respected medical journal such as yours. For the deaths and scope to equal those of 9/11, it 
would mean that every Palestinian who died was an unarmed civilian deliberately killed. We all 
know that\\”s absurd. 
Dr. Summerfield should focus on issues of medical importance and leave his prejudices behind on 
the doorstep.  
 

 

19/10/2004 04:54 
 
As an American physician that generally enjoys your journal, I find Dr. Derrick Summerfield”s 
October 16th article appalling.  He is certainly entitled to his opinions, but the sort of political 
commentary found in the article is utterly inappropriate for your journal.  To comment on the 
health situation affected by the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is fine and worthy of attention, but to 
make editorial claims such as \"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children 
in situations of minimal or no threat.\" is ridiculous.  To whom is this clear?  Not to me.  If he 
wants to write an opinion piece for a political journal or daily newspaper, fine.  However, don”t 



allow political commentary to taint your otherwise fine journal.  By the way, I will be writing you 
a similar letter of condemnation if you publish an article about Israeli wounds suffered in the 
conflict if there is such commentary included. 
 

 

19/10/2004 04:55 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi, 
 
     I was disappointed to read the recent article re: the decline in Palestinian health as a function 
of Israeli aggression and occupation.  It was misleading at best and sometimes blatantly 
untruthful. In the current Al Aksah Intifada, started by Arafat after he was offered the best 
settlement to date by Barak, Israel was not the aggressor.  Israel has shown more restraint in 
reacting to the violence than any other nation facing similar assaults.  All Israeli offensives have 
been in response to terrorist violence.  The IDF has sacrificed the safety of its own soldiers to 
minimize injury to Palestinian civilians.  Also, unlike the Israeli casualties from terrorist attacks 
and kassom rockets aimed at civilian centers, the Palestinian casualties have been majority 
armed combantants.  The failure of the terrorists to don a uniform while shooting, stabbing, 
shooting rockets at civilians, does not make them innocent civilians.  Please keep your facts 
straight and/or stick to medicine without politicizing. 
    It is also interesting that the horrid \"occupier\" built hospitals, schools, and universities 
where they had been lacking before 1967 and vastly improved the standard of living of the Arabs 
in the \"territories\" before Oslo started another wave of violence from the PLO. 
Sincerely yours, 
 

 

19/10/2004 05:00 
 
It is a real shame that an internationally respected medical journal as the BMJ should publish and 
article such as the one by Dr. Derrick Summerfield, which rather than being one devoted to 
exploring the medical implications of the intifada or whatever else one might choose within the 
Israel- Palestinian conflict, it is a diatribe that distorts or ignores reliable available information  
on the results of the conflict and in essence presents a politically biased attack on Israel, with no 
counterbalancing reference to the impact of Palestinian terrorism on Israeli citizens and Israeli 
society.  
 

 

19/10/2004 05:05 
 
Mr. Abassi, 
           The article entitled “Palestine” is a disgrace to your erstwhile prestigious publication.The 
“BMJ” has always been held in high esteem because of it”s quality content and it”s adherence to 
the truth.By allowing the printing of this article which blatantly ignores the facts, you have 
prostituted your journal on the altar of political expediency and falsehood. 
  To compare the Israeli/Palestinian situation to 911 is to ignore the fact that the Israelis do not 
intentionally kill innocent  Palestinians,nor as suggested, do they target innocent children. The 



situation in Israel and the Palestinian areas could have been settled years ago if there had been 
goodwill on the part of the Palestinian leaders. 
  It is a sad day in the history of the BMJ when bias and partisan politics cause the sacrifice of 
truth. 
 

 

19/10/2004 05:14 
I am appalled that you would allow hateful Arab propaganda in your magazine disguised as a 
medical report. 
The article in the Oct. 16 issue entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” 
The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers. 
The article is filled with distortions and does not mention that Israel was forced to take defensive 
action only after the most outrageous atrocities against its citizens. 
The only criminals here are Arafat and his ilk that started the campaign of terror which is finally 
nearing its end due to the courageous, though terribly tragic actions of the IDF. 
I pray for peace and the end for these hostilities and hope in the meantime you have the 
decency to print a retraction. 
 

 

19/10/2004 05:16 
 
unbalanced articles are a disgrace to a journal of your previos stature. You should be ashamed of 
yourself for publishing the article condemming Israel without any balance. I am sure you would 
never publish such a biased scientific article. 
 

 

19/10/2004 05:20 
 
Mr. Abbasi..... 
 
with your name , are you maybe arabic? How is one to understand political bias in a medical 
journal ? Lies , distortion of facts , you name it...... 
Aren”t medical doctors to be even more prudent and neutral than journalists ?  Has your Dr. 
Derrick Summerfield gone totally insane?  Who the FUCK ( very sorry about this expression ) 
does he think he is to make biased political statements in a medical journal and how come , Mr. 
Abbasi , you let this happen ? 
I am very sad to see how far brain washing by palestinian propaganda has come and that 
medical doctors are not immune against this disease..... A little bit of fair reporting about the 
palestinian health system , which is in shambles because Arafat keeps most of the aid money 
sent from Europe and elsewhere for himself , his wife in Paris , his Tunisia Clan and for 
sponsoring terrorist groups such as the Al Aksa Martyr Brigades , would have been the natural 
thing for a medical journal..... but maybe this one has an Arab as editor.... or am I wrong..? 
Not at all sincerely yours , 
 



 

19/10/2004 05:23 
 
I resent your unfair propagandist attack on the State of Israel in your publication”s pages. If you 
feel the need to attack Israel explain the truth of the situation; the war of terror against Israeli 
citizens especially defenseless women, elders and children. For a publication with your 
aspirations for intellectual leadership there is no excuse for this kind of attack. 
 

 

19/10/2004 05:25 
 
Dr. Summerfield  is seriously in need of getting his information in order and validated before 
writing such foolishness in a well respected journal.  Terrorists are terrorists and should not be 
mistaken with innocent unarmed citizens. Has he not been informed of the young brainwashed 
fundamentalist suicide bombers? Perhaps he also remains unaware of the exceptional triage work 
performed by skilled Israeli physicians at Hadassah Hospital  who show no discrimination in 
saving the lives of the true victims or the Palestinian terrorists that are brought to them following 
the suicide bombings.  Please don”t demean your publication in the future with examples of 
crude anti-Israel propaganda such as Dr. Summerfield”s erronious article. It is truly a dis-service 
to the literate world. 
 

 

19/10/2004 05:26 
 
Two reputable medical journals recently allowed crude anti-Israel propaganda to masquerade on 
their pages as legitimate academic discourse:  
 
 1) The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
WHAT?   WHAT IN THE WORLD IS THIS IDOT WRITING ABOUT?   HE MUST RESIGN OR BE FIRED 
IMMEDIATELY OR THE RESPECT OF YOUR JOURNAL GOES OUT THE DOOR !!! 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
CLEARLY THIS IDIOT HAS NO IDEA THAT THE PLO RECRUITS AND TRAINS CHILDREN TO DO 
THEIR BIDDING - TO WEAR BOMBS AND TO BLOW THEMSELVES UP TO PIECES, WHILE THE 



RICH FAT CATS SIT SAFELY IN THEIR HOMES (GUARDED BY THE ISRAELI ARMY, NO LESS) - 
AND THEY REGULARLY ALLOW THEIR OWN CHILDREN TO BE MAMED AND BLOWN TO PIECES! 
THIS IS ASTONISHING TO THE ENTIRE WORLD, EXCEPT TO THIS WRITER AND YOUR JOURNAL.   
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN LIVING - WITH YOUR HEADS IN A DUNG PILE? 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

19/10/2004 05:27 
 
I am a practicing physician (Internal Medicine specialty)in Massachusetts (USA) and a regular 
reader of your respected journal for many years.   
I was appalled by your publishing of Palestinian propaganda masquerading as a medical paper.  
Dr. Summerfield’s comparison of the 9/11 terrorist attack with Israel’s defensive war against 
terrorism was shocking, not only due to it’s inaccuracy, but also it’s presence in the pages of the 
BMJ.  It does the reputation of the BMJ a disservice.  
 

 

19/10/2004 05:29 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
I wish to condemn the ridiculous assertions made in the article entitled “Palestine: The assault on 
health and other war crimes.” Authored by Dr. Derrick Summerfield. 
Hopefully, Dr Summerfield understands medicine at a higher level than he does in dealing with 
the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict .Its blatantly obvious that he knows nothing about the facts and 
could care less about presenting them.  
Most of the Palestinians that have been killed have been – combatants. 
I challenge Dr Summerfield to find a case of ‘killing with impunity’ – nobody has carte blanche to 
knowingly take life without due cause. Israeli authorities take action whenever an instance is 
brought to attention. Which is more than what happens with the Palestinian Authority. 
Dr Summerfield should check his facts first before blazing away. But of course, they would get in 
the way of a good story. 
It’s an absolute disgrace that the BMJ should be used for cheap propaganda purposes.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

19/10/2004 05:31 
 
In the Oct. 16 issue the article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes” 
disturbed me greatly.  This article treats all Palestinian casualties as innocent civilians, even 
though Hammas and Islamic Jihad sometimes acknowledge that most of the dead were armed 
\"militants\".  It accuses Israel of authorizing lethal force against children in the absence of 
threat.  It does not mention anything about the ongoing terrorist campaign as a possible cause of 



the degradation of the health system.  This is misleading, and very political, not medical. This 
article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal such as BMJ. 
 

 

19/10/2004 05:32 
 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system 
  NEVER AGAIN WILL WE LET THIS BS HAPPEN. There is a new kind of Jew that rose from the 
ashes of the 6 million Jews murdered. Just always know that you Damn Anti-Semitic piece of 
Euro trash 
 

 

19/10/2004 05:37 
 
Dear Sir: 
I am appalled that a medical journal with the fine reputation yours has enjoyed for many years 
would print a paper that is so patently false and misleading. At the very least, there should be an 
opportunity for rebuttal. There is absolutely no justification for this absurdity and it has seriously 
tarnished your reputation. 
 

 

19/10/2004 05:41 
 
Neither political facts nor reports on military actions are appropriate for a medical journal.  
That”s not what I”d look into such a journal for, in fact it would turn me off to the publication, 
most especially when, from what I know, the facts are wrong, and misleading.   
The only reason the Israeli military searches our Palestinians and attacks when necessary is in 
retribution for suicide bombers attacks on innocent and unarmed civilian (children and elderly 
included)Israelis.  Further, Israeli military is instructed not to shoot to kill even at the risk of 
their own lives.   
 

 

19/10/2004 05:42 
 
It”s unfortunate that you allow such one sided rubbish to be published in your medical 
publication.  Dennis Summerfield omitted many facts in condeming Israel”s military. 
You ony mentioned Palestinian casualties and not any Israeli and other casualties caused by 
Palestnian terrorists.  Add up the Jewish civilians, farmers and others killed since 1948, 1956, 
1967, 1973 and to this day by Arabs.  If the Palestenians were in school educating themselves 
instead of facing off with the authorities, they wouldn”t be caught in a crossfire.   The many 
Palestinians that are so eager to kill themselves show they have little regard for their own lives.  



Why should they have any regard for anyone elses lives?   They did this to themselves.  
Remember, prior to 1967 there was no mention of a \"Palestinian State\".  The Countries of 
Egypt and Jordan were where most of these Arabs lived.   The problems of these people where 
brought about by themselves.  The proof is, there are thousands of Arabs living peacefully and 
living well in Israel.  
 

 

19/10/2004 06:00 
 
Sir, 
 
The article by the above title in your 16 October issue blatantly and falsely politicises an issue in 
what is supposed to be a professional publication.  I am deeply disappointed. 
 

 

19/10/2004 06:03 
 
your article on the Gaza strip is utterly false , one sided and inaccurate.I expect from the editor 
of your caliber to be more selective before publishing such a hateful essay. 
 

 

19/10/2004 06:03 
 
Nice job.  Now run a retraction of the factual errors, the bias, and the inuendo.   
 

 

19/10/2004 06:20 
 
When in hell does a medical organization become a political entity. 
I would think that a medical organization would deal with medical matters. If you want to play 
politics why don”t you address the slaughter of innocent Christians in Sudan by the \"peaceful\"  
Muslims Arabs. 
Why don”t you address the issue of deliberate suicide attacks on innocent civilians sitting in a 
resturant in Israel. Why don”t you address the beheading of innocent civilians in Iraq by the 
perfidous followers of Islam. Why don”t you address the corruptions that is formented by the the 
Palestinian leaders.   Shame on you for bashing Israel which is just trying to survive. 
 

 

19/10/2004 06:20 
 
The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as \\\\\\”one of the world\\\\\\”s top 
four general medical journals\\\\\\” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled 
\\\\\\”Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.\\\\\\” The author, Dr. Derrick 
Summerfield, compares the IDF\\\\\\”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 



The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties \\\\\\”unarmed civilians\\\\\\” ¯ denying the fact 
that (1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists 
and armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed \\\\\\”with impunity\\\\\\” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of \\\\\\”war crimes,\\\\\\” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
You should really make sure to do your research before you start making false claims making 
gross generalizations regarding casualties.  You are the editor of a presigious and respected 
journal and thus you have a responsibility to provide people with accurate information and facts 
that are not colored by your own biases.  I hope that for the sake of your journal, for the 
integrity of people\\\\\\”s information, and for the lives of those affected by your work you do 
not let this kind of atrocity happen again, and exercise better judgement in the future.  
 
Thank you. 
 

 

19/10/2004 06:28 
 
...in Honest Reporting”s article, I would agree that no honourable “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” should have within its pages something as false as is portrayed in the 
following anti-Jewish, anti-Israel column. 
  
                                     Communique: 18 October 2004       [View this article online] 
                                                                                                                                       
[Discuss this topic on BackSpin] 
 
ISRAEL-BASHING IN MEDICAL JOURNALS 
 
Dear HonestReporting Subscriber, 
 
Two reputable medical journals recently allowed crude anti-Israel propaganda to masquerade on 
their pages as legitimate academic discourse:  
 
 1) The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 



The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
If you agree this article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal, send comments to 
British Medical Journal editor Kamran Abbasi: click here 
 

 

19/10/2004 06:37 
 
Mr. Abbasi, 
Your decision to print the article by Dr. Summerfield appears to reflect a willingness to indict 
Israel out of context. This one sided article does not recognize the role that Palestinian terror and 
corruption has played in the current terrible situation. Israel shows incredible restraint in the face 
of a level of terrorism your own country would likely respond to with even less targeted actions. 
Unless you want to continue to provide the clear impression that your biased politics have 
overshadowed your committment to science, please print some recognition that the article 
unfairly indicts Israel. 
 

 

19/10/2004 06:37 
 
The article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes” in your October 16 
issue is nothing but a fabric of lies.  It may seem like mother”s milk to you, but I feel that it is 
inappropriate for a journal of your stature.  
 

 

19/10/2004 06:45 
 
Any society that would send people (including children) to commit suicide and murder is  
barbaric, degenerate and and filthy and does”t deserve to exist. How could you defend such an 
ugly culture unless of course you are part of it. 
 

 

19/10/2004 06:49 



 
It is incredible that a respected European medical journal would publish and promote a unilateral 
vilification of Israeli history and intent. The facts betray your intentions and your distortions. 
Israeli acts were defensive responses and successfully targeted terrorists and armed combatants. 
You will find nothing to substantiate your vile contention that children were intentionally 
murdered. This is in contrast to the celebrated acts of homicide bombings in which Palestinians 
exalt. Is it not possible that the misguided focus of their corrupt leadership on heinous crimes is 
responsible for their poor healthcare system? 
 

 

19/10/2004 07:00 
 
Clearly by your name alone suggests you are a muslim and therefore anti-Israel.  However you 
forget to overlook the great medical service that Israel provides not only for the Palestinians but 
also for Iragis as well.  It is a known fact that a baby had been transported from Iraq to Israel for 
life saving heart surgery because it couldn\\”t be done in Iraq.  Israel is extremely advanced in 
all aspects of Medicine and contributes to the world.  What you should be encouraging is for the 
Palestinians to stop murdering innocent women and children by blowing themselves up on buses, 
supermarkets, cafes etc., and concentrate on building there medical technology so they can 
contribute not only to their own people but to others.  The Palestinians are a very selfish race.  It 
is very easy to destroy an other country, it takes character and strength to build up a country.  I 
advise you to help the Palestinians realise their dream by becoming human beings with character 
and strength to exchange weapons of distruction for tools for building and creating a dynamic 
country.  What you wrote in the journal are lies and should not be inserted with your 
propaganda.   
 

 

19/10/2004 07:02 
 
As an Israeli mother of threee sons who have served or are serving in the Israeli army, let me 
assure you that Israeli soldiers are not trained to shoot children, God forbid, but quite the 
contrary, are trained to be sensitive to innocent civilians and bystanders. Unlike, our Arab 
neighbors, who are trained since childhood to kill Israeli children as well as to end their own lives 
while doing so. 
This article does not belong in your respected magazine.  
 

 

19/10/2004 07:06 
 
You should be ashamed of yourself to publish such false and blatantly political articles in a 
journal devoted to medical care. 
I have lost all respect for your opinions 
 

 

19/10/2004 07:06 



 
Sir, 
 
I was shocked by the article of Dr. Derrick Summerfield, comparing Israeli army self defence 
operations against Palestinian terror to the 9/11 unprovoqued terrorist attacks. His article makes 
no mention of Palestinian terror against Israeli civilians. This type of one-sided article should not 
be part a serious Journal like yours. 
 

 

19/10/2004 07:15 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi, 
 Your allowing Dr. Summerfield”s virulent anti-semitic propaganda  a forum in a highly respected 
medical journal is a disgrace and a profanity on those of us in the medical community who had 
previously respected your journal. Comparing The Israeli army actions in defending it”s citizens 
against terrorists is akin to comparing the RAF combating the Nazis in WWII. The Israeli army 
has, and should, do all in its power to provide safety and security for the Israeli citizens against 
evil animals like Marsawi.(You remember him, he just cut off the head of Bigely and feels that G-
d will reward him in heaven with 70 virgins). 
This hate spewing piece has no place in a medical journal. We, in the medical community await 
your apology. 
Hopefully, good sense will prevail over antisemitism in the future. 
 

 

19/10/2004 07:38 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
I am shocked that such a respectable publication as BMJ allowed publishing of rabidly anti-
semitic rethoric by Mr. Summerfield(BMJ, Oct16th, 2204) 
How is medicine as a science and humanity in general  served by BMJ offering its pages to  
ourageous lies  and deliberate distortion of reality? Why Israeli children blown up on the buses, 
cafes and shopping malls are not mentioned in this article? 
As any barely sane person understands, the Palestinian terrorists and the rest of the Arab world 
are responsible  for vows of Palestinian people. They deliberately maintain status quo by 
diverting enormous amount of $$ provided by UN and the rest of the civilized world toward 
supplying terrorists with weapons and other means to continue terror. 
 Arafat”s wife lives in Paris on mere $100.000/month plus 16000/day for her hotel. Those $$  are 
stolen by Arafat from funds raised by relief organizations to support Palestinian people, who live 
in tents and  poverty.  Their goal is a total destruction of Israel; the longer they keep the conflict 
brewing, the longer likes of Summerfield (bigots?, dimwits? or most likely a  combination of 
both) decry Israeli tactics, which is the only way to protect Israeli citizens from being murdered 
in even greater numbers. The terrorists are killing not only Israelis, but also they owm people, 
promoting culture of death, destructions and suicide bombers mentality. As long as palestinian 
mothers give blessing to their suicide murderes sons, these people are beyond salvation. 
I believe it would be more befitting medical journal to inform the world about exceptional 
generosity of Israeli doctors and other medical personnel saving Palestinians lives by providing  



superb medical care,which wouldn”t be available to them otherwise, to the same people who  
openly wish death to Israel. 
I remember reading a story about a Israeli nurse working in emergency room, attending to 
Palestinians, Israelies, anyone coming through, when she was informed that her own son was 
just blown up by a suicide murderer. This type of moral superiority is simply incomprehensible to 
palestinian terrorists. 
I sincerely hope that   your  editorial staff will refrain in the future from allowing biased, hate-
inticing voices to be heard from the pages of your Journal, if BMJ is to remain a respectable 
medical source it used to be. 
 

 

19/10/2004 07:44 
 
The article is besides being one sided and very selective in its selection of \"facts\" is utterly 
inappropriate for a scientific journal.  No mention is made of Israeli suffering.  I personally know 
innocent victims of the vicious Palestinian terror whose only aim is to kill as many people as 
possible.  This is another example of the Palestinian campaign to subvert all channels of 
international discourse.  You have been severely ill used as conduct for anti-Semitic propaganda.  
Shame on you! 
 

 

19/10/2004 07:49 
 
I was very shocked to see an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes” in your October 16 issue.  Who on earth commissioned such a piece of propaganda.  
Whilst there is much injustice in the region it is certainly not the Israeli goverment”s fault.  They 
are only protecting their citizens - in the same way as any nation state would.  Stick to medical 
issues - you obviously don”t have a clue about foreign affairs as you were naive enough to 
publish such an article.   
 

 

19/10/2004 08:01 
 
Article entitled “Palestine : 
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000.  The article 
labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that according to the 
Institute for Counter-Terrorism): 
(1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants and 
(2) no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat\". 



Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Your article is dispicably anti-Israel bias and has no place in a medical journal such as yours. 
 
Aware and telling others who tell others 
 

 

19/10/2004 08:08 
 
1) The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

19/10/2004 08:09 
 
Dear sirs:  I am most appalled at the inclusion in your journal of October 16 an article by Dr. 
Derrick Summerfield in which he equates Israel”s defense of its population to the barrage of 
attacks emanating from Palestinian terrorists, who target innocent civilians by design, to \"war 
crimes\", comparable to those committed on 9-11. His allegations are without basis in fact, and 
represent heinous misconstruction.   Israel has been under attack by terrorist factions since 
September 2000, to which it has responded militarily.  Contrary to the wretched death toll within 
Israel of children, seniors and women on buses, or sleeping in their beds, or at the supermarkets 
or outdoors cafes, the majority of Palestinians who have died were terrorists and armed 
combatants according to the Institute  for Counter-Terrorism.  Dr. Summerfield further inflames 
your readers with a litany of false accusations.  However no mention of what is recognized by 
even by Palestinian people themselves,! 
 of how terror and massive political corruption have destroyed their society, to include the tragic 
state of their heath  system. 



Your journal must print a retraction. To perpetuate such distortions and extremist, baseless 
allegations is shocking in a journal of your reputed caliber, as well as one responsible for shaping 
the thinking of young professionals.  
 

 

19/10/2004 08:10 
 
Do you not realize that education is not wisdom? Your planting of an article about Israel killing 
Arab muslim in the Arab lands that are run by terrorist and bomb making companies is sad. 
 Do you not realize every Arab Muslim in the conflict area of Israel is allowed to leave? If Israel 
did kill every one of the Arab Muslims there most Americans would not miss a beat. We hate 
Islam - we hate Arafat and you just don”t get it. America hates you evil bastards - you support 
evil - you live evil and you will die evil.  
Enjoy the ride boy you are headed a long way down and one way.! 
Regards,  
 Americans everyhwere! 
 

 

19/10/2004 08:13 
 
Dear sirs:  I am most appalled at the inclusion in your journal of October 16 an article by Dr. 
Derrick Summerfield in which he equates Israel”s defense of its population to the barrage of 
attacks emanating from Palestinian terrorists, who target innocent civilians by design, to \"war 
crimes\", comparable to those committed on 9-11. His allegations are without basis in fact, and 
represent heinous misconstruction.   Israel has been under attack by terrorist factions since 
September 2000, to which it has responded militarily.  Contrary to the wretched death toll within 
Israel of children, seniors and women on buses, or sleeping in their beds, or at the supermarkets 
or outdoors cafes, the majority of Palestinians who have died were terrorists and armed 
combatants according to the Institute  for Counter-Terrorism.  Dr. Summerfield further inflames 
your readers with a litany of false accusations.  However no mention of what is recognized by 
even by Palestinian people themselves,! 
 of how terror and massive political corruption have destroyed their society, to include the tragic 
state of their heath  system. 
Your journal must print a retraction. To perpetuate such distortions and extremist, baseless 
allegations is shocking in a journal of your reputed caliber, as well as one responsible for shaping 
the thinking of young professionals.  
 

 

19/10/2004 08:15 
 
I was not aware that the BMJ is a political magazine. Since when does such a magazine pass 
judgement on facts that are not checked and are completely one-sided, besides being lies.  
I do not have the facilities for bringing too many examples, we will suffice with two. What do you 
think you and your friends whould if your children and 20 or 30 of their friends were blown up in 
a bus on the way to school one morning? And don”t give me the \"rights to resist occupation\" 
rubbish. Blowing up innocent people is not the way, the same as 9/11 was not the way. 



What do you think the British government would do if the coloureds of Birmingham would start 
throwing rockets at Leicester 10-20 times a day, blowing up houses, and killing a few of the 
inhabitants occasionally, just by the way, or at least putting a couple of dozen into irreparable 
psychological damage necessitating a lifetime of treatment because of phobias resulting from the 
bombardment? 
When two countries are at war, it is accepted that soldiers will be killed, sad though that may be. 
But killing innocent civilians, including women and children, is unforgivable. The so-called 
Palestinians break all the international conventions on behaviour in times of war. They bomb 
undefended civilian areas, they shoot from inside civilian houses, with the occupants still inside, 
because they know that Israel will not shoot back. When was the last time you heard of a Israel 
blowing himself up in a bus or a cafe in the centre of town? How is it that what happened in the 
school in Russia, and in the theatre a couple of years ago, are such crimes against humanity, but 
when it happens in Israel, in areas that are not claimed by anyone to be \"occupied\", that is 
\"the result of Israeli occupation\", \"the ligitimate right of Palestinians to resist\", etc.? Be 
honest! 
 

 

19/10/2004 08:26 
 
hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four general medical journals” ¯ included 
in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” 
The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers: 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

19/10/2004 08:32 
 
You shoud keep politics out of a medical journal and your lies about the Israel Palestinian conflict 
are disgraceful. The IDF has never executed or targetted children and most of those killed are 
not innocent civilians but targetted terrorists with guns in their hands. Civilians are injured and 
killed in the crossfire because the terrorists use them for cover like the cowards they are. 
Hammas et al, care nothing for the innocent civilians and are prepared to sacrifice them quite 
deliberately to the terrorist cause in order to fuel western reaction like yours, you should see 



through it as the dastardly thing it is.  It is Hammas who are guilty not the IDF which is 
responding only to terrorist attacks.  
You make no mention of the hundreds of Israeli children murdered by the attacks from Gaza, 
and the Gaza medical system is in dire straits because Yasser Arafat sidetracks the millions he 
recieves in AMERICAN aid to fund terrorism rather than the hospitals and infrastructure for which 
it is given.You obviously know nothing of the real situation.  
Stop using the pages of a respected journal play politics and stop spreading lies. 
 

 

19/10/2004 08:37 

 
It is a disgrace that the you should allow the distorted views of Derrick Summerfield to appear in 
an otherwise august medical journal. Your standards have falling to the level of the sewers of old 
Nazi Europe 
 

 
19/10/2004 03:16 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
I would expect of such a highly regarded journal as yours is to provide absolute accurate and 
complete information in the articles you put-out. 
In a recent issue of yours dated October 16, you published an article titled "Palestine: The 
Assault on Health and Other War Crimes."  
It is very off-the-mark to say, as the author writes, "The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has 
killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who 
died on September 11, 2001."  
Very odd things to compare. The only thing that may be common between them is the number of 
casualties.  Additionally, as recorded here, you will find that the statistics of Palestinian casualties 
shows to be mostly of actually armed combatants and terrorist, in the described time-period of 
September 2000. 
Furthermore, in stark contrast to the events of 9/11 no Palestinian civilian was deliberately killed 
with "impunity". 
Besides these details and further details of falsely branding Israel of 'war crimes', there is no 
mention in Dr. Summerfield's article what-so-ever of Palestinian terror and it's political corruption 
obviously contributing to the unfortunate state of Palestnian health systems. Especially upon 
you're journal being as respected as it is, I am shocked to read such an article and expect better 
from the BMJ. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 

19/10/2004 08:41 
 
Dear Kamran Abbasi 
 



The assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the 
IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
I would expect from a highly respectable medical journal not to venture into political fields and 
definately not deliberately falsify the facts on the ground. 
 
Sincerely Yours 
 

 

19/10/2004 08:43 
 
BMJ Issue 16th October, 2004 
Palestine children are the unfortunate victims of their leader”s total disregard and disdain for the 
sanctity of life.He and his henchmen think nothing of sending many of them to their untimely 
deaths as child suicide bombers. It is well known that Arafat gives orders to his terrorists to hide 
in densely populated areas, preferably near schools or kindergartens so that,when children are 
unfortunately killed, he can continue whining to the international community about those cruel 
Isrealis. Mr Summerfield, be very careful about what you say. You dont know the people about 
whom you make criminal claims - neither the bloodthirstty Palestinians, whose appetite for terror 
is simplyinsatiable, nor the Israelis, who are trying to protect their people from the brutality of 
unrepentent terrorists. You obviously dont know either, that Israeli Arabs get the best care 
available in Israel, in Israeli hospitals. There”s only one condition, and that is that they are not 
terrorists! 
 

 

19/10/2004 08:47 
 
Your recent article regarding health care within the Palestinian population was biased, untrue, 
immoral, and inciteful.  Palestinian people suffer the same as all people who are subjected to 
being ruled by corrupt and immoral leaders who use terrorist acts as political tools.  Arafat is 
solely responsible for the suffering of these people as well as the suffering of many Israelis.  
Health care is definitely linked to political leadership.  You used this particular article as a weapon 
against the state of Israel much the same as a Palestinian uses a suicide belt and then after 
killing innocent victims Palestinians are given candy and encouraged to dance in the streets--that 



is the ideology of life within these unfortunate victims of Arafat.  Life is of no value to them so 
why have or support a viable health care system.  Look at the whole picture.  Thank you!   
 

 

19/10/2004 08:50 
 
You ought to be ashemed to print a so obviously false and biased report by some Summerfield ! 
Why don`t you people do not grasp that there is an ongoing war between the Muslems and the 
western democracies. 
 

 

19/10/2004 08:53 
 
Can you assure me that you will address the factual errors in the 16th Octber issue,relating to 
description of Palestinians killed by israeli Forces. 
 

 

19/10/2004 09:15 
 
Dear Kamran Abbasi, 
 
As a medical doctor, practising in London, I was appalled by the article entitled “Palestine: The 
assault on health and other war crimes”. The use of words such as “utter impunity” in describing 
actions of the Israeli defence force which faces a daily threat unseen almost anywhere else; 
“warm crimes” (surely at least highly debatable) and “authorised to shoot children” (this could 
well be described as anti-Semitic) has no place in a medical journal which would be 
unsympathetic to diatribes of this nature (ie opinion-based and  unsupported by evidence) were 
they attempting to make a medical point. This is a sad low for the BMJ and I hope you take 
appropriate action on this. If you want to be a rag that publishes garbage political rants like this, 
then you must relinquish your status as a respected medical journal. 
 

 

19/10/2004 09:19 
 
I object most strongly to the article published in the BMJ recently by Dr.Derrick Summerfield, 
claiming that Israelis are deliberately killing Palestinian children and civilians. 
As a British expatriate I say that Dr. summerefield is a liar, a perverter of the truth and an anti-
semite and racist. 
There is no truth whatsoever in his statement that children and civilians are deliberately killed.   
We could say the same thing that British troops are doing the same in Iraq. I demand an official 
apology from Dr. summerfield for this slander. 
 

 

19/10/2004 09:22 
 



Are you writing for a medical journal or a political agenda.  Summerfield”s article aside from not 
belonging in a medical journal of this caliber is factually incorrect both in statistics and in 
references to civilians who are in fact terrorists and not law abiding, innocent civilians.  True they 
are not considered an army of a State, nevertheless they are terrorists who kill Israeli citizens 
who are law abiding and innocent victims in a random manner, just to kill. Fact is the birth rate 
of healthy Arab babies is far higher with the help of Israeli medical care than at any time in the 
past.  When you terrorize Israelis you have to expect retaliation and that is all it is. 
 

 

19/10/2004 09:22 
 
Dear Sir 
 
I feel the comments regarding Israel in the latest BMJ, apart from being blatently wrong (many 
have been proved to be armed combatants)and biased, were also wholly inappropriate for a 
respected and influential journal as the BMJ. 
I would appreciate a more thorough checking of facts or at least both sides of the story 
presented when dealing with such an emotive issue as the Israeli- Palestinian conflict and 
medical issues arising from it 
 
Yours 
 

 

19/10/2004 09:26 
 
is Dr. Derrick Summerfield serious about his article does he think that educated people who read 
this journal will not be sickened by his attempted propoganda. The BMJ should be ashamed of 
itself allowing this report to be published 
 

 

19/10/2004 09:30 
 
Dr Abbasi 
 
I am extremely upset to see Dr Summerfield given another opportunity to air his anti-semitic 
views.  It is irresponsible of you to permit this sort of rubbish appearing in the BMJ.  It does the 
journal no good and you no good.  Take a look at the rapid responses to the article and the 
Honest Reporting critique to see how wrong you are to allow this sort of thing. 
An apology at least would be nice.  You ought to consider your position as Acting Editor in light of 
this episode. 
 

 

19/10/2004 09:36 
 



just a short note to inform you, that such unilateral articles about Israel should be forbidden, 
because they do not reflect the truth and this Dr. Derrick Summerfield should be ashame to write 
such lies. 
All the terrorist attacks, fired rockets and human blowups from the Palestines are meant to kill 
but innocent civilians in Israel. 
And the Israeli hitbacks are but concentrated on these terrorists and that some chilfren dies.. 
well it”s war but not directed on purpose to kill any children. 
If these children were not running the streets, the would be safe. 
 

 

19/10/2004 09:37 
 
“Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” Dr. Derrick Summerfield reflects a very 
biased and politically motivated opinion, which has no place in any respectable journal. 
He claims \"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians 
since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head:  
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
I find this attack on Israel, masquerading as a professional journal article, offensive and does 
nothing other than motivate further violence against a nation which has been forced to act in 
self-defense since its creation (which incidentally was aided by Britain) in 1948.  
 

 

19/10/2004 09:39 
 
How could you print such blatant lies.  The only actual similarity between the two is the death 
count ¯ approximately 3,000. Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ 
denying the fact that (1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 
were terrorists and armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) 
no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
IT IS TRULY A DISGRACE THAT YOU PRINTED SUCH NONSENSE.    
 
 

 

19/10/2004 09:40 
 



Please read this article and comment if you wish. 
 QuoteISRAEL-BASHING IN MEDICAL JOURNALS 
 
Dear HonestReporting Subscriber, 
 
Two reputable medical journals recently allowed crude anti-Israel propaganda to masquerade on 
their pages as legitimate academic discourse:  
 1) The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

18/10/2004 18:30  
 
Dear editor:  
You claim that your publication "aims to publish rigorous, accessible and entertaining material." 
Apparently you publish material without concern for reality or the truth.  
The article, "Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes," by Dr. Derrick Summerfield, 
is an example.  
First, the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists 
and armed combatants.  
Second, no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed 'with impunity.'  
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of 'war crimes,' deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror 
and political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath 
system.  
 
Yours truly,  
 

 

19/10/2004 10:26 



 
Regarding the article in the British Medical Journal titled Palestine: Assault on health...Perhaps 
Dr. D. Summerfield should stick to his subject: medecine and avoid political bias. His comments 
are totally onesided and distorted as well as totally out of context. Should he drop his bias for a 
moment he could do worse that start to learn the actual truth about the subject , not the version 
put out for his present consumption. 
 

 

19/10/2004 10:27 
 
Your article on ISRAEL is a disegrace: 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

19/10/2004 01:40  
 
how can  the BMJ. allow dr D Summerfield to publish such rubbish about Israel you all are aware 
that false reporting reflects badly on all concerned namly you and company. 
 

 

19/10/2004 11:19 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi, 
 
    I am deeply distrubed by the article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes”  that appeared in the October 16th, 2004 edition.  Your journal shoould not be a forum 
to voice Dr. Suumerfield and anyone”s political agenda.  Comparing the trajedies of the Israeli-
Palestinean conflict to 9/11 is absurd.  By publishing this article, especially with this title, your 
medical journal has lost a tremendous amount of credibility.  I will henceforth regard what I read 
in BMJ with suspicion. 
 

 

19/10/2004 11:33 
 



The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
What kind of \"scientific\" objectivity do you allow to yourself ? 
 
Best regards, 
 

 

19/10/2004 11:34 
 
I am sorry to see such ignorance or down right lies, in the passage on Israel being refered to the 
9/11 death toll on civilians. (Health and War Crimes)But as a medical journal how about 
mentioning the lack of resourse in health for these children. Of the millions given in aid by the 
UN, none goes to the needy, either in health or education, but it goes to terrorism. The children 
are used as frontline screens (not to mention the brainwashing of them to be terrorists) this 
should be the line persued by the medical proffession, come on Dr Summerfield the politics of 
Palastine kills more than the Israelis. Israel targets terrorists. The fact that the terrorist cover 
themselves with civilians and children is the crime. Never would israel in its ethic purposly target 
innocents. Your aricle gives a wrong immpression and needs to be answered. No israeli soldier is 
as you state Authorised to, shoot to kill children. As is proven when a teenager carring a suicide 
bomb was not killed but disarmed, in that case you could be excused for killing the child. I am 
dissapointed in the British Medical Journals covering of an article as this. Israel is a leader in drug 
discovery, maybe you should stick to what you are best at 
 

 

19/10/2004 11:44 
 
I have read and respected BMJ for many years.  I am sorry to see that your standards have 
slipped horribly with the Oct. 16 article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes.”  
As a physician working in Israel I found the distortion of the truth offensive.  Comparing Israel”s 
defense of its citizens from terrorist suicide bombers and Kassam rockets into civilian populations 
with the 9/11 terrorist attack is ludicrous. 



Israel has never targeted civilians.  Unfortunately, Palestinian terrorists typically hide themselves 
among civilians to defend themsleves and in fact generate civilian casualties and paradoxically 
blame Israel.  Labeling these terrorists “unarmed civilians” belittles the true civilians who have 
suffered. 
Ridiculous conclusions like \"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in 
situations of minimal or no threat.\" have no place in BMJ. 
Finally, on a medical note, an objective article should mention how Palestinian terror and political 
corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian health system.  
The political nature of this artilce and its blatant one-sidedness are inappropriate for a respected 
medical journal.  I expect a retraction and higher standards in the future. 
 

 

19/10/2004 12:05 
 
Dear Kamran Abbasi, 
 
As editor of the BMJ you have stained the integrity of the medical and scientific community for 
allowing the publication of Derrick Summerfield”s horrific, one-sided, and biased article 
\"Palistine: The assault on health care & other crimes.\" 
This distorted article does not address the fact that the majority of palestinian casualties are 
armed terrorists and combatants who die trying to kill unarmed Israeli women and children.   
This article immorally ignores the brutality of palestinian terrorism. 
Furthermore, this article ignores the fact that the corrupt palestinian leadership is primarily 
responsible for the present condition of its people.  
1.The palestinian leadership has had numerous opprotunities to obtain a just and fair peace.  
Most recently in 2000 when then prime minister Baraq agreed to return an unprecedented 98% 
of the west bank and East Jerusalem.  Arafats response was terrorism, war, and hatred. 
2.  The palestinian leadership has no interest in peace.  Groups like Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
clearly state that their only objective is the destruction of the state of Israel and the murder of 
millions of Jews (sounds like Europe in 1939-1945) no matter what the cost. 
3.  The article also fails to discuss the corruption of the palestinian leadership, specifically Arafat, 
for the failure of their health system.  Despite Millions of dollars in international aid from the U.N. 
and other nations, a significant amount of this money ends up in Arafat”s or his families personal 
bank accounts. 
As the editor of a distinguished medical journal you are morally obligated to officially apologize 
for your role in fanning the flames of hatred.  You should seek a balanced response that 
addresses this unfortunate situation and sets the record straight. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

 

19/10/2004 12:05 
 
Your October 16 article on Palestine is so biased that it becomes fiction.  Your publication has 
sunk to new lows.  I”m sure you know the facts but your anti-Israeli views have made you 
believe that you can publish this garbage and get away with it. 



 

 

19/10/2004 12:07 
 
It is unbelievable that a reputable & respected Medical Journal could degrade itself by the 
publication of the above article by Dr Derrick Summerfield in the October 16th journal. If you are 
not aware of the the untruths, racial bias & untrue vilification contained in the article, it 
compounds the disgrace you have perpertrated. In any event the reputation of this once proud 
Journal is forever besmirched. 
 

 

19/10/2004 12:06 
 
It would be great if a man with no small amount of education bothered to put it to any use 
before committing anything to paper.  It would also be great if said man had even the slightest 
clue what he was talking about beforehand.  Lastly, it would be absolutely fantastic to see just a 
little bit of truth occasionally.   
You want to be a bigot, good for you.  But do not to bring down the journal with you. 
 

 

19/10/2004 12:10 
 
To Editor of British Medical Journal 
 
I cannot believe that your journal, editorial staff and others would ALLOW such an article to be 
published . I refer to your Journal for medical information, not for opinion laden political articles. 
I am surprised , shocked , disappointed . I could dismiss it as this being the result of your staff, 
editorial boards etc being duped. The option to view it through prejudiced eyes is your 
prerogative. To publish it in a \" respected \" medical journal as a \"fact\" is to take away your 
credibility and serves chiefly  to demean both the \"author\" and your Journal. 
 

 

19/10/2004 12:16 
 
If you want to be taken seriously in your nonmedical statements - and why you feel the need to 
wander into this terrain is problematic - it behooves you to use the same objective criteria that 
makes for serious medicine: reach conclusions based on impartial observation and critical 
analysis. All germs are deadly, not the least of which is the embedded germ so hideously 
epidemic in the Middle East - conscious or unconscious bias that reverses the search for truth by 
launching a conclusion in search of justification. The British Medical Journal is no place for such 
drivel. 
 

 

19/10/2004 12:23 



 
As the responsible editor of a pulication, which should hold the highest standards of scientific 
truth I usggest that you after issuing a very visible official denial and retrction before you resign 
or fire the person who has allowed a strongly political and highly untrue article to appear in your 
Oct. 16 issue in an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” 
The comparison stated in the article: 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" 
OF the app. 3000 palestinians killed in this period more than 2000 were armed terrorists and the 
remaining were uninteded casualties. 
In the few cases where soldiers have overstepped their orders they have been court marshalled - 
in no way hailed as heroes. 
IT is highly reproacheble and disgusting, that you do not proof read articles which are supposed 
to be scientific but which are in reality little more than disguised propaganda. 
Shame upon you . this is indeed BS (Bad Sciece)  
 

 

19/10/2004 12:22 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
Shame on you for allowing the pages of what is dubbed a professional medical journal to be used 
for political bashing on Israel.  It is absolutely shameful that a medical article can go to such 
lengths to highlight the plight of the Palestinian people without so much as a single mention 
related to why there are Israeli incursions into their area.  Not one mention of Israeli innocent 
victims.  Not one mention of terrorism. 
I suggest you keep such biggoted one-sided rhetoric off the pages of a medical publication, if you 
wish for it to be a respected one. 
From a medical standpoint, I am sure you can recognize and acknowledge the tremendous 
contribution Israel has been able to make in the fields of medicine and research.  That is a 
discussion appropriate for a medical journal. 
 

 

19/10/2004 12:18 
 
I am a fifth year medical student in London.  I am angry and disturbed that the  
BMJ editors viewed as fit to print in the 16th October issue an article entitled “Palestine: The 
assault on health and other war crimes.” 
It is at best a poorly researched article and at worst a platform for anti-Israel political 
propaganda.  Is this what we should expect from the BMJ?  
Is the BMJ now a political journal?  If so, you should get your facts straight, subject your political 
articles to the same rigorous examination you use for your medical and scientific articles.  I fear 
the anti-Israel and anti-jewish sentiment your article has fueled. 
The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the Israel Defence Force”s (IDF”s) acts to those 
of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 



The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count - approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” - denying the fact that 
(1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and 
(2) no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” - in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on to claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
This article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal. 
 

 

19/10/2004 12:25 
 
Dear Mr Abbasi, 
As a physiotherapist working in the \"medical field\"  I find it unacceptable and disgusting that a 
medical journal is using this forum to make a political statement when the function of the journal 
should be to report on medical facts without bias. 
I look forward to Dr Derrick Summerfield writing his next article on the horrific injuries that 
Palestinian terrorists inflict on innocent Israeli men, women and children with the nuts, bolts, 
screws, watch faces etc that the terrorists pack into the bombs that they detonate. The injuries 
from the contents of these bombs  is something that one does not see anywhere else in the 
world!  Perhaps he should pay a visit to an Israeli hospital and witness with his own eyes the 
indescribable injuries these innocent people suffer. 
I am most disappointed that a journal like the British Medical Journal which is supposed to be 
held in such high regard can be brought down to the level of supporting the political views of one 
person and that you, Mr Abbasi, as editor of the Journal would endorse the publication of  this 
article . 
I look forward to a reply from you. 
Sincerely, 
 

 

19/10/2004 12:20 
 
It”s an utter disgrace that a prestigious jornal lends itself to such blatant lies. 
 

 

19/10/2004 12:32 
 
Sir, 



The article published in your journal is hypocrit, one-sided and based on distortions of the reality. 
Although no one would expect anything better from the author, it would be reasonable to expect 
that the editor would at least verify the data presented, as would be expected from the editor of 
a journal that respects itself.   
The midle-east conflict has always been plagued by actions (usually by the arabs), and then 
counter-actions which usually resulted in deplorable results (usually for the arabs) 
1) The UN resolution of division of Palestine into two states was accepted by the jews, but 
categorically denied by the arab states. They declared war in order to \"exterminate the zionist 
country and push the jews to the sea\". They encouraged the arab population living in Israel to 
leave and promised them, they would come back after the Israel has been oblitarated. They lost 
the war, lost part of the arab territories and created a refugee problem. Arabs who stayed, 
became israeli citizens with full rights. Those who listened to the arab propaganda and left, were 
not admitted in the arab countries, but kept under terrible conditions in refugee camps, and 
again being promised the \"right to return\". They are not accepted in most arab countries, and 
cannot aquire citizenship even after 3 generations.  
At about the same time, hundreds of thousands of jews living for generations in arab countries 
were expulsed. They were assimilated by Israel. 
2) The Palestinian Liberation Front (PLO) was created in 1964, before the six day war, when the 
Westbank (including Jerusalem) and Gaza strip were in Jordanian and Egyptian control. Their 
purpose was, and still is, the destruction of the State of Israel and the creation of an arab, 
muslim state in its place. 
3) In 1967 the arabs under the lidership of Gamal Abdel Nasser, again threatened to \"liberate 
the land, and push the jews to the sea\". Their plan was to exterminate the State of Israel. They 
lost again, lost more land, and aggravated the refugee problem.  
4) After the six day war, Israel proposed to withdraw from all conquered territories, and wanted 
a peace treaty in return. This was categoricaly rejected in the Khartoum meeting of the arab 
league. 
5) When Jerusalem was in Jordanian control jews who lived there for generations were either 
killed of expulsed, jews were not permitted to pray in the sacred places and jewish cemiteries 
were desecrated. 
6) Given a peace treaty, and recognition, Israel gave back to Egypt all of the territories 
conquered. 
6) In 2000 Arafat was offered 97% of the territories conquered in 1967, for an independent 
palestinian state, side by side with Israel, with the American, Israeli and European support. 
Arafat categorically rejected, started the intifada, and encouraged palestinians to become martirs 
by blowing themselves, for the sole purpose of killing as many jews as possible. He glorifies this 
martiridom in arabic, and finantially supports their actions, under the noses of the Europeans 
who hypocritically continue to support him and allow him to diverge huge sums of money 
intended for the palestinians welfare, into him personal accounts, and funding the systematic 
indocrination of the young generation, into hatred and violence, and promissing them a place in 
paradise. 
7) Actions and counter-actions: 
#The palestinians started the intifada which resulted in terrible results.  
#Terrorist infiltration into Israel resulted in the criation of the fence. 
#Sniper fire through the fance resulted in creation of walls in certain parts of the fence 
#The cynic use of ambulances and other medical facilities by terrorists, led to searches and 
checkpoints. 



#Smugling of weapons and explosives and sniper fire from civilian houses resulted in demolition 
of houses 
#Rockets fired from civilian areas into israeli towns resulted in incursiions in Gaza 
Actions and counter-actions... 
Would any other contry act differently? 
When will the palestinian and arab lidership be accounted for their acts? It is easy to put the 
blame solely on one side. 
Israel is indeed to blame for not allowing itself to be destructed, and not giving up to hypocrisy. 
This must be very fustrating to the author of the article and I am afraid also   
to others... 
 

 

19/10/2004 12:29 
 
I have recently read your October 16 Issue and in particular the above mentioned article. 
The following sentence was very disturbing. 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.2  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¨D approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¨D denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¨D in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
He then claims 
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
I look forward to reading an appology in your next issue. 
 

 

19/10/2004 12:36 
 
Dr. Summerfield”a article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal as he deliberately 
appears to be both distorting the facts and expressing untrue statements as facts to further his 
agenda. 
If he were truly objective he would state facts as they actually are and speak of the Palestinian 
role in causing the sufferering that it”s people are enduring and its refusal to work toward a just 
and lasting peace. Summerfield would also not spread hate by branding Israel with names that 
are untrue and unjust. 
 

 

19/10/2004 12:57 



 
Dear Sir: 
 
Please explain to me how this inaccurate distorted article was justified as being worthy to be 
published in your medical journal. 
This was more of a political statement than a scientific thesis. 
 

 

19/10/2004 12:53 
 
Publishing the article by Dr. Summerfield has severely damaged your credibility as well as the 
credibility of the IDF. Both of you are doing a great disservice to your once esteemed 
organizations by advancing your anti-Isreal agenda at the expense of the truth. 
 

 

19/10/2004 13:02 
 
At Oct. 16 there was issued an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 
terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
As an editor I see you directly responsible for publishing such lies! 
 

 

19/10/2004 12:58 
 
Mr Summerfield has every right to hold his views, one-sided as they are. I”m just not sure what 
they”re doing in a medical journal.  
 

 

19/10/2004 13:18 



 
Dr. Abbasi, 
 It is very disheartening and enfuriating that a journal as established and well thought of as 
yours would publish such an horrendous article with lies, falsities and propaganda about the 
State of Israel and the Palestinian people. The author atates,  \"The Israeli army, with utter 
impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number 
of people who died on September 11, 2001\".  The only actual similarity between the two is the 
death count ¯ approximately 3,000. Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed 
civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since 
September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-
Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark 
contrast to 9/11.  
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, - all of which are truly absurd, because in fact Israel is the only 
democracy in the Middle East, and Arab leaders are represented in the government,  the article 
makes absolutely no mention of how continuous, savage Palestinian terror and political 
corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian health system.  
You owe your public and readers an apology for propagating such lies and Anti-Israel sentiment. 
 

 

19/10/2004 13:30 
 
I am outraged by articles likening Israelis to terrorists. I know from relatives living in Israel how 
false the claims are.  You are deliberately spreading lies and Palestinian propaganda and that is 
unconsionable.   
 

 

19/10/2004 13:32 
 
   Kamran, 
 
     I was incredibly distraught to read that the British Medical Journal has resorted to lies and 
mistruths about the Israeli/Palestinian conflict.  
    For a journal who prides itself on its progressive truths that save lives, this writing has broken 
its credibility.  
 

 

19/10/2004 13:28 
 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Do you think this article is appropriate for a respected medical journal? 
 

 



19/10/2004 13:35 
 
I am appalled that you would compare the dealth count of 9/11 with the death of Palestinian 
civilians! All civilians in Palestine are NOT unarmed unlike the victims of 9/11 were.  
Remain a reputable medical journal and stop reporting biased propoganda! 
 

 

19/10/2004 13:46 
 
The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
WHAT IS THERE TO ADD? IN THE END, EACH OF US WILL HAVE TO ACCOUNT FOR THEIR 
DEEDS. YOUR DR SUMMERFIELD AS WELL AS YOURSELF. 
 

 

19/10/2004 13:53 
 
1) The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
This is a one sided biast attitude that should not be reported in the British Medical Journals   
There is no mention of the countless numbers of suicide bomber invading Israeli privacy and 
right to live life without fear of being the victim of a suicide bomber on a bus, in scholl and in 
their homes. 
The medical journal should not be used for political reasons to publicise the political beliefs of 
individual who are poorly informed of the situation in its entirety. 
 

 



19/10/2004 13:59 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
I recently became aware of Dr. Summerfield”s article entitled “Palestine: The Assault on Health 
and Other War Crimes” which appears in your highly esteemed journal. 
Dr. Summerfield seems to ignore the retalitory nature of Israel”s policies.  It is simply wrong to 
ignore the fact that innocent Israeli civilians, including women and children, are being terrorized 
and murdered on buses, in cafes and on the street, by Palestinian militants. 
I trust that we all want a world free from injustice and the tragic deaths of innocent civilians.  
But, I hope that we also want a world where academics are congnizant of the truth and willing to 
present a fair, objective and unbiased report.  In this regard, Dr. Summerfield has failed us all. 
 

 

19/10/2004 14:02 
 
Good morning gentlemen, 
 
DR. DERRICK SUMMERFIELD should be investigated for the blatant lies regarding the Palestines 
death numbers committed by the IDF. 
He should be ashamed of himself especially if he is a Jew himself (that I don”t know) because he 
could as well can deny that fact. 
 

 

19/10/2004 14:09 
 
This story comparing Israel”s efforts in Palestine with the terrorism acts of 9/11 is clearly over 
the top.  Stating that \"the Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian 
civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001\" is 
not only misleading but not factual since the majority of those deaths were combatants. 
Perhaps it would be best to stick to stories dealing with medicine instead of espousing poisonous 
bigotries. 
 

 

19/10/2004 14:09 
 
\"British Medical Journal ¯   in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on 
health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to 
those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers.\" 
Derrick Summerfield”s article entitled \"Palestine\", is a glaring example not only of religious 
intolerance, but also ignorance that sadly perpetuates terrorism. And you Mr. Abbasi, by allowing 
him to print this article are just as guilty of perpetuating terrorism and SADLY you think you”re 
right.  
But remember the one who laughs last, laughs the loudest, and you don”t know what”s awaiting 
you? 
 



 

19/10/2004 14:10 
 
Dear sir/Madam, 
 
I read with total disgust the above article by Derrick Summerfield who claims to be a Doctor?, I 
can only pray and hope that the analysis he produces for his patients are a lot more accurate 
than his analysis of the Middle east conflict, The Israeli\\”s AND the Palestinians are guilty of 
many crimes against each other but for Summerfield to place the total blame on Israel is 
blatantly anti-semitic and down right racist!!, this man is either a total idiot or even worse a 
coward who fears retribution from the Palestinians and its supporters so he is doing what many 
journalist do and attacks Israel because she is an easy target!. 
I have subscribed to your magazine for many years and I am so sad and bitterly disappointed 
that you have allowed this blatant anti Israel article to be published, again i can only hope and 
pray that this slipped through your net and was not endorsed by your Editors?, the following is 
the true picture of what is happening in Israel, perhaps you would be kind enough to forward this 
on to Mr.Summerfield. 
The Palestinians have willfully tried to kill many more Israelis than they have succeeded in doing, 
whereas the deaths attributable to Israel have mostly been caused accidentally in a legitimate 
effort to try to stop terrorism. For example, during the first two months of 2003, there were no 
successful terrorist attacks against Israeli civilians. This was not because Palestinian terrorists did 
not make considerable efforts to commit lethal acts of terrorism. 
Israeli authorities prevented hundreds of attempted terrorist attacks during that time period 
alone. An attempted terrorist attack carries the same moral culpability as a successful one. If 
each of these intended and well-planned attacks had been successful, perhaps as many as a 
thousand Israeli citizens would have been killed during these two months of “quiet” and tens of 
thousands more since the suicide bombings resumed in 2000. 
In one planned attack alone—the thwarted bombing of the Shalom Towers (Israel’s equivalent of 
the World Trade Center)—hundreds of civilians might have been killed. In another, the thwarted 
attack on the Pi Glilot gas and fuel storage facility in Tel Aviv, thousands more might have been 
killed. Between September 2000 and August 2002 “approximately 14,000 attacks have been 
made against the life, person and property of innocent Israeli citizens and residents, the elderly, 
children, and women.” 
Many have occurred since. Thousands more were thwarted or prevented. 
 A conservative estimate of the number of Israelis who might have been killed if all or most of 
these attempts had succeeded is at least ten times higher than the more than 800 who have 
actually been killed. 
The number of Israeli citizens killed, as compared with the number of Palestinian citizens killed, 
also reflects different priorities in the allocation of medical care to the injured. Israel has 
allocated very substantial resources to its medical response to terrorism. It has developed a 
medical specialty of treating victims of terrorist attacks and has managed to turn hundreds of 
what would otherwise have been lethal results into very serious, often permanent, but nonlethal 
injuries. The number of very seriously injured Israelis with permanent disabilities or wounds is in 
the thousands. 
Many of these victims would have died if the Israeli medical response had not been so 
extraordinary. 
The New York Times has reported, “Research published this year [January 2004] suggests that 
the most significant factor in keeping the homicide rate down is . . . faster ambulances and 



better care in the emergency room.”5 The research concluded, “The murder rate is being 
artificially suppressed because thousands of potential homicide victims . . . are now receiving 
swift medical attention and surviving.” The lethality rate is dropping by as much as 70 percent. 
Assailants “aren’t any less murderous— it’s just getting harder to kill.” The same is true for 
Palestinian terrorists: they are not any less murderous—it’s just getting harder for them to kill 
Israelis because of the excellent medical response. 
Israel’s medical response to terrorism must be contrasted with the Palestinian response. The 
Palestinian Authority has decided no longer to transfer wounded Palestinians to Israeli hospitals, 
despite the fact that Israeli hospitals are completely nonpolitical in their treatment of patients, 
triaging them by reference to the seriousness of their injuries rather than by which side of the 
conflict they happen to be on. Israel’s health minister “has several times offered to treat all 
Palestinians wounded in the current Intifada at Israeli hospitals and at Israel’s expense.” The 
minister noted that “Palestinian medical facilities are unable to treat many of the wounded 
adequately.” The Palestinians rejected the offer, according to the health minister, “because they 
prefer that we don’t know the truth about the number of their wounded.”Whatever the reasons, 
the reality is that significantly fewer Palestinians would have died of their injuries if their leaders 
had been willing to have them treated by Israel’s excellent first responders rather than by often 
incompetent Palestinian doctors and inadequate Palestinian hospitals. 
Even as far back as 1994, when there was considerably less violence, Palestinian hospital 
administrators allowed “4 injured Palestinians [to die] from a lack of blood while being sent from 
Hebron to Mohassed Hospital in Jerusalem by ambulance. This occurred while [Israel] offered 
helicopters to transport the injured to Israeli hospitals for free medical attention.” A Supreme 
Court justice appointed to investigate this tragedy “was furious” with the Palestinian 
administrators, declaring that he does not “understand the idea of refusing to accept medical aid 
on political grounds.” The refusal of Palestinians to take their wounded to the best available 
medical facility has certainly contributed to the number of preventable Palestinian deaths. 
Moreover, despite the enormous personal wealth accumulated by Palestinian leaders through 
personal corruption—Arafat’s personal wealth according to Forbes magazine is in excess of $300 
million—very little money has been allocated to upgrading the Palestinian Authority’s primitive 
emergency medicine system. This too has contributed to the number of nonlethal wounds that 
have proved fatal. 
Some Palestinian spokespersons count among the Palestinian dead some or all of the following: 
the suicide bombers themselves; armed Palestinian fighters; leaders of terrorist groups, including 
those like the Engineer, who had operational responsibility for bomb-making; terrorists shot in 
self defense while planting or throwing bombs; bomb-makers (and their neighbors) who have 
been killed when the bombs they were making accidentally blew up; collaborators who have 
been killed by other Palestinians; even people who have died as a result of the absurd and 
dangerous practice of shooting live ammunition in the air at Palestinian funerals and protests. 
The very idea that anyone would count suicide bombers and other terrorists who have been killed 
as victims to be compared with the innocent civilians who were their targets is so absurd and 
immoral that it defies explanation as to how the media could present these figures as 
comparative casualties with a straight face. Yet many newspapers, and television and radio 
accounts, continue to provide these asymmetrical and biased comparisons. 
The Palestinians also count innocent people caught in crossfire between Palestinian and Israeli 
fighters, even in situations where it cannot be known which side fired the fatal shot. For 
example, the child who was filmed by French TV being shot in his father’s arms may well have 
been shot by Palestinian gunmen, according to a German TV investigative report comparing the 
angle of the bullets with the location of Palestinian and Israeli fighters: “The extensive evidence 



points, with high probability, to the fact that the Israelis did not do it.” Moreover, Palestinian 
spokespersons blatantly exaggerate the number of victims, as they did following the fighting in 
Jenin in 2002. Palestinians initially claimed that Israel had “massacred” 3,000 civilians. Then they 
reduced their number to 500. The U.N. secretary general found the total number of Palestinians 
killed to be 52, 48 of whom were armed combatants. There is no evidence that Israeli soldiers 
deliberately killed even a single civilian, despite the fact that armed fighters shooting from 
among civilians in Jenin and booby-trapping civilian homes killed 23 Israeli soldiers. This willful 
exaggeration is all too typical, even among Palestinian academics. Professor Edward Said has 
written that “hundreds of thousands [have been] killed . . . by Israel with U.S. support.” This is 
simply a lie. One more polite critic called it “a preposterous claim.” 
Even with all of these distortions and exaggerations, the actual number of innocent Palestinian 
civilians killed by Israelis is considerably lower than the number of innocent Israelis killed by 
Palestinians. The vast majority of Palestinians who were killed were directly involved in terrorist 
activity. 
Those who were not directly involved were killed accidentally in the course of legitimate military 
actions against terrorists. According to an internal analysis by the IDF, as reported in the Boston 
Globe in April 2003, “18 percent of the nearly 2,000 Palestinians killed by Israeli forces since the 
uprising began in September 2000 were civilians with no connection to acts of terror.” This 
comes to approximately 360 innocent civilians killed in the course of legitimate self-defense. 
In my view this number and proportion is too high and Israel must bear some responsibility for 
the dead and injured Palestinians. But Israel’s moral responsibility for these accidental, although 
often foreseeable, casualties of war, is in no way comparable to the responsibility of Palestinian 
terrorists who have deliberately targeted every single Israeli civilian victim. Of the more than 800 
Israeli deaths, approximately 567 have been innocent civilians, many of these children, women, 
and the elderly.13 Every such killing is an act of first-degree murder. To compare the accidental 
killing of civilians during legitimate self-defense against terrorism with the targeted murder of 
innocent civilians is like comparing medicine to poison. 
Both can result in death; but with the former, it is a tragic, if sometimes foreseeable, side effect, 
whereas with the latter it is the direct intended effect. 
The number of Israeli women and children killed and injured is well in excess of the number of 
Palestinian women and children killed and injured—as many as three times more according to 
one study.  A prominentfeminist writer has observed, \\\"On the Israeli side, 80 percent of those 
killed were noncombatants, most of whom were women and girls. Israeli female fatalities far 
outnumbered Palestinian female fatalities by either 3 to 1 or 4 to 1.\\\" (So far, I have heard no 
feminist complaints about this; have you?) Israeli women and girls constituted almost 40 percent 
of the Israeli noncombatants killed by Palestinians. Of the Palestinian deaths, over 95 percent 
were male.  
In other words, Palestinians purposefully went after women, children, and other unarmed 
civilians and Israelis fought against armed male soldiers who were attacking them.” 
Even when men—who are more likely to be combatants—are included, the number of innocent 
Israelis killed and injured exceeds the number of innocent Palestinians killed and injured, and the 
reasons should be obvious to anyone who bothers to think about it for even a moment. 
Terrorists try everything possible to maximize deaths, even sometimes reportedly soaking the 
nails they use in their antipersonnel bombs in rat poison to prevent coagulation of blood. 
Recently, Israeli doctors expressed concern that the blood of some of the suicide bombers, which 
splatters all over the scene and is touched by medical personnel, as well as their bones, which 
penetrate the bodies of the victims, might contain hepatitis or the AIDS virus, raising the fear 
that terrorist leaders could be turning suicide bombers into biological warfare carriers either by 



injecting them or selecting carriers as suicide bombers. The first such case was documented in 
the July 2002 issue of the Israel Medical Association Journal.  
Doctors at the Hillel Yaffe Medical Center in Hadera extracted bone fragments from the neck, 
breast, and groin of a woman who had been the victim of a suicide bombing. The bone fragments 
were sent to the Institute of Forensic Medicine in Tel Aviv and tested positive for hepatitis B.The 
authors of the medical journal said: “Human bone fragments, which act as foreign bodies and are 
of biologic infected origin, are a new concept in blastinjuries.” The doctors “theorized that suicide 
bombers might carry a number of infectious diseases including the hepatitis strain, HIV, syphilis, 
dengue fever, Creutzfeld-Jacob disease or malaria.” Theory turned topractice when the victims of 
the Hebrew University cafeteria bombing hadto be given massive doses of antibiotics because 
“Israeli doctors have learned that many of the suicide bombers are infected with diseases 
ranging from hepatitis to HIV.” 
Whether this turns out to be an isolated situation or a gruesome escalation in the methodology of 
terrorism remains to be seen. 
I sincerely hope that you pass this on to Mr. Summerfield. 
 

 

19/10/2004 14:10 
 
You writing on Israel is defamitory and inacurate. The world is in a war on terror. Israelis killing 
terrorists is not the same as killing innocents. Why aren”t you reporting on suicide bombers or 
even better, why not make a difference and cite how morally wrong it is for parents to advocate 
that their children murder themselves and others. Shame on you. 
 

 

19/10/2004 14:08 
 
Dr.  Derrick Summerfield should do better research.  First, what does a medical journal have to 
do with warfare?  Second, the doctor has his facts wrong. The majority of Palestinians who have 
died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants.  Israeli soldiers do not 
deliberately kill innocents, whether adults or children.  It would be a sin against Adoni for them 
to do so.  However, when the Palestinians wrap explosives around a child and send him/her to be 
deliberate weapon against Israelis, then defensive action is allowed.  That”s ONLY when the 
soldiers shoot children.  Dr. Summerfield evidently never read Scripture. 
 

 

19/10/2004 14:14 
 
Dear sir, 
 
I am writing to you to pretest in strongest terms the unabahsed bias, lack of factual honesty and 
downright propaganda in Dr. Summerfield”s \"Palestine\". 
It is evident that Dr. Summerfiled”s intention is simply to smear Israel without any regard to 
truth, balance or basic fairness. 
While a point by point rebuttal here would take far too much space, I hopeyou will consider 
printing such a piece. 



Journalistic integrity and your readership deserve nothing less. 
 
Very truly yours 
 

 

19/10/2004 14:19 
 
In the Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” 
The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers:  
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head:  
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
I have always respected your journal for accurate scientific reporting.  This article goes way 
beyond your high standards asserting political beliefs that are unsubstantiated in fact. 
That is a clear departure from excellent record and deserves to be repudiated. 
 

 

19/10/2004 14:16 
 
Dr Derrick has written a one sided report about casualties in Arafat territory. Casualties on the 
Israeli side were not listed. Is that because Jewish religious law respects the body (corpses too), 
and cleans up, without having photographs taken of the palestinian massacre of civilians? And 
Arafat, why has he not invested in infrastructure, such as universities, hospitals, etc. instead of 
continuously funding terrorism.  
 

 

19/10/2004 14:27 
 
Kamran, 
 
I was very disappointed to see the article by Dr. Derrick Summerfield.  In this article he 
compares the actions of Israel to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers  Specifically, he says: 
 



\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\"  
This is sloppy at best and dishonest and anti semitic at worst.  The only actual similarity between 
the two is the death count, approximately 3,000. Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties 
“unarmed civilians” &#8213; denying the fact that (1) the clear majority of Palestinians who 
have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants (according to the 
Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with 
impunity” &#8213; in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Summerfield horrible diatribe has no place in a respected Medical journal like yours, 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

19/10/2004 14:28 
 
Your British Medical Journal included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\"  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Your journal, having an editor with your clearly, mid-eastern name, the spewing of such 
published garbage seems inevitable; however, it detracts from the reputation of the (formerly) 
prestigious Journal you edit!  Please stick to Medical articles!! 
 

 

19/10/2004 14:35 
 



Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
      I have read the article by Dr. Summerfield in your newspaper, and am horrified by the 
falsehoods in it. While it is true that the number of Palestinians that have been killed during the 
intifada is about the same as those killed by Islamic fanatics in the 9/11 attack , there is no 
further comparison. Over 1000 of the Palestinians killed by the Israeli army were armed and in 
the process of commiting murder, and the others were often aiding them or unfortunately caught 
in the fight against the terrorists. It is a disgrace to your paper for publishing such deliberate 
lies, and , unless you publish a full correction, I will never read your newspaper again. 
                Sincerely yours 
 

 

19/10/2004 14:27 
 
The article on Palestine was highly biased. The only actual similarity between the two (9/11 and 
Palestinian deaths) is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. Summerfield labels all Palestinian 
casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the clear majority of Palestinians who 
have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants (according to the 
Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with 
impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
 

 

19/10/2004 14:42 
 
As a physician I object greatly to a so called medical journal printing unsubstantiated claims, 
using the periodical for political purposes and reducing the level of professionalism from a 
previously respected journal.  Shame on you !! 
 

 

19/10/2004 14:40 
 
I believe medical journals should deal in medicine and not propaganda. 
Before accusing Israel of war crimes (as a given!) and orders to shoot to kill children with 
impunity, perhaps you should (a) stick to what you are qualified to write about and (b) examine 
the facts. 
Fact is, far too many Israeli soldiers have been killed abd maimed because of an ethical code 
which far outstrips that of any other army and may even be excessive under the circumstances.  
But the enemy, and that is precisely what it is, uses children as shields as it deliberately targets 
totally innocent Israeli children.  No non-combatant child who was clearly that has ever, ever 
been deliberately targeted and killed or maimed by any israeli soldier.  As a Chartered 
Accountant I am by nature and training not given to making sweeping statements without caveat 
but on this there is no doubt whatsoever. 
 

 

19/10/2004 14:36 
 



The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
If you agree this article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal, send comments to 
British Medical Journal editor Kamran Abbasi 
 

 

19/10/2004 14:41 
 
Mr. Abbasi, 
Shame on you for equating the intentional deaths of nearly 3000 unarmed unaware civilians in 
America with those of Palestinian Militants and their aware or unaware bystanders.  The Militants 
are all too aware that the dead passerby is collateral GOLD and conduct their activity near and 
around schools, hospitals, and residential neighborhoods.  You imply that the nearly 3,000 
Palestinians killed were all unarmed civilians - check your facts.   
Another interesting tidbit is that Israel through Barak offered the best possible peace deal to date 
and were met with silence.  The Palestinian militants did not turn military because their was no 
stone left unturned.  They had no interest in winning a state through political means and want 
nation building by fire. 
Israel has and continues to have excellent hospitals that treat everyone.  Palestinian know this.  
They can try to kill Israelis and then benefit from their humanity if they get injured in the 
attempt.  I am not aware of any Palestinian hospital that is as open to all faiths and nationalities. 
You are a medical journal?  Please keep your politial bias to yourself and check some facts first. 
 

 

19/10/2004 14:52 
 
Unbalanced and deceptive. Thank you,  
 

 



19/10/2004 14:54 
 
According to Honest Reporting your issue of BMJ on October 16 contained an article entitled 
\"Palistine:  The assault on health and other war crimes\" comparing Israel (IDF) to the terrorists 
that attacked and killed 3000 people at the WTC in New York city in September of 2001.  I see 
no comparison what so ever.  Non-combatants or inocent civilians are not targeted and are not 
considered targets as they were in September of 2001.  This is insulting and appears to be an 
attempt to intentionally mislead your audience by using misinformation tactics.  You obviously 
have issues with Israel.  
 

 

19/10/2004 15:05 
 
I was terribly dismayed to read Dr. Summerfield”s one-sided piece regarding the medical 
situation in the Palestinian Territories.  A periodical of your stature should be more careful to not 
print a false/slanderous piece that is more a political screed than an objective medical report.  
Shame on you - you should know better! 
 

 

19/10/2004 15:11 
 
Shame on you and your paper for criticizing Israel”s POLICIES in a MEDICAL journal.  The only 
true statement is the number of people killed.  Israel would NEVER target children, nor would 
they specifically target innocent people.  Israel is entitled to defend itself against terrorism, and 
Israel is entitled to live in peace in its own land -- something the Palestinians refuse to believe.  
And for your paper to make a political announcement in a medical journal is inexcusable!  
 

 

19/10/2004 15:13 
 
Derrick Summerville”s article is biased, unbalanced and has no place in a presitigious medical 
journal like yours. Consider four points. 
First of all the intifada was self-imposed. The Palestinians could have had peace had they signed 
the Camp David accords but Arafat chose to throw it away as he has every other opportunity for 
peace in his terroristic career. He can only fight and foment discontent. He is not a statesman. It 
is his corruption and terrorizing his own people that has contributed to the state of Palestine 
today. 
Secondly, if someone blows up your children in a pizza parlour or disco, wouldn”t you want your 
police and army to respond? Israel has the right to defend herself and her citizens. Every 
incursion into Palestinian territory was for the purpose of self-defence.  
Thirdly, did the article mention the thousands of ordinary Israeli citizens murdered by suicide 
bombers, and the thousands more maimed and psychologically destroyed by those same bombs?  
Fourthly, did the article make any attempt to differentiate between armed combatants and 
terrorists who were killed in open conflict with the IDF, as opposed to ordinary citizens who were 
murdered at their desks at work? 



No country is all good or all bad. I can”t understand how anyone with half a brain can blame 
Israel for all the ills of the Palestinians and the world. For intelligent, academics to allow such 
blatant anti-Semitic blather be printed in a journal like yours is beyond me. 
 

 

19/10/2004 15:25 
 
Itis hard to understand why a respected publication and a respected journalist would use its 
position to propagate vicious and totally false information about Israel ! 
Is it simply that it”s fashionable to do so these days, or is there a built-in bias ? 
 

 

19/10/2004 15:21 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi, 
 
I am dismayed and saddened to learn of your willingness to publish an article that contains 
distortions and a clear political agenda in a well respescted medical journal. It not only tarnishes 
your reputation for integrity, but also can mislead and inflame a situation that has already led to 
intolerable suffering and pain on both sides. 
You should know that I write these comments not as a jingoistic apologist for Israel, but as an 
American Jew who has been deeply troubled by events on both sides,  including actions 
perpetrated by the Israeli government. I do not believe, however, that the cause of peace, which 
becomes more pressing with every passing day, is served by reputable medical journals using 
their reputations to advance a distorted viewpoint on one side or another. There is surely a case 
to be made that the deliberate use of terror against innocent non-combatant civilians, not only in 
the territories but also within the historic and internationally recognized borders of Israel, is an 
immoral and ultimately self-defeating (as many Palestinians now recognize) strategy. To allow an 
article to appear that takes only one side without clearly acknowledging the mutual hurt belies a 
troubling narrowness of vision. 
The damage having been done, however, I would urge you to seek some balancing views from 
organizations who promote peace in the region, on both sides! rather than those that seek to 
inflame and distort.  On the Jewish side, you might wish to consult an organization like Brit 
Tzedek v”Shalom, an American based Jewish organization that has advocated withdrawal of all 
the Jewish settlements at the same time as the territorial integrity and righth of Israelis to live in 
peace is protected. While I do not know of comparable organizations on the Palestinian side, I 
pray that they exist and that you will be able to enlist their contribution to this healing process 
(which you must agree is the proper role of a physician). 
Thank you for your consideration 
 

 

19/10/2004 15:14 
 
Dear Mr Abbasi, Having carefully read Dr Summerfield”s recent contribution to your journal, 
together with the many responses from your readers that you have published, I strongly feel that 
your editorial team need to critically evaluate your decision to publish this article in the first 



place. It is un-scientific, wholly inaccurate and heavily biased as well as being potentially 
inflammatory. I believe that the editor responsible for accepting this article for publication should 
be called to account and a clear apology printed in the journal at the earliest opportunity. 
Publication of material such as this will cause irreparable damage to the reputation of the BMJ. 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

19/10/2004 15:32 
 
This article is a shameless one sided opinion re the issue of the plight of the Palestinians. It 
ignores historical facts and most importantly refuses to recognize that Palestinian terrorism and 
killing of innocent Israelis is the root cause of most of these deaths. It also fails to mention that 
many of those killed by the Israelis were terrorists and that the children who were killed were in 
many circumstances put in harms way by the Palestinians themselves. It also fails to mention 
that the plight of the Palestinians is fostered by a leadership that tragically prefers to make 
martyrs of their people rather than recognize the state of Israel. In any event this politically 
motivated biased article has no place in a medical journal as prestigious as I thought the BMJ 
was     and I question the motivation of the editors for including this article. 
 

 

19/10/2004 15:23 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi, 
I write to protest the inclusion in your esteemed journal of the highly biased article by Dr. 
Summerfield on the so-called Palestinian health issues. 
Dr. Summerfield makes a highly emotional statement of equating Palestinian casualties to 
victims of 9/11.  He distorts the facts when he claims these Arab deaths were of civilians.  
Independent investigations confirm that the majority of the casualities were of terorists and 
combatants.  Dr. Summerfield asserts that Israel is targetting civilians.  This statement is 
incorrect.  Dr. Summerifeld then makes the outrageous statement that the Israeli army is 
authorized to randomly shoot children who are not a threat.  Again, this statement is incorrect. 
Dr. Summerfield is not content to misrepresent the facts of Palestinian deaths. In addition, he 
totally ignores the Palestinian contribution to the problems of Palestinian health.  He does not 
mention how the Palestinian policy of terror has accelerated death in that region.  He does not 
examine how Palestinian leadership has targetted their own children to become suicide bombers.  
He does not comment on the role the corruption of the current Palestinian leadership contributes 
to health problems among the populous. 
This biased, inaccurate, dishonest article has no place in a medical journal. 
I await your response. 
Thank you. 
 

 

19/10/2004 15:39 
 
Editor, 



As a professor of pediatrics in the United States may I strongly object to the libel inherent in 
\"Palestine:  Assault on health care.\"  Here in the United States we do not allow libel to go 
unanswered.  I am well aware that the British press routinely villifies Israel, but here we demand 
documentation and we expect fairness in journalism.   
The evidence is to the contrary.  According to the New York Times 10/18, 17 times the 
Palestinians have been documented to have violated ambulances and other medical facilities with 
terrorism activities.  13 UN Medical workers have been arrested and indicted for aiding terror.  In 
2002 the International Committee for the Red Cross condemned Palestinian use of ambulances 
for conducting terror.  And every human rights organizations has condemned the Palestinians for 
using children in combat.  Notice that charges require documentation, not assumptions. 
Unlike Mr. Summerfield, I can document charges against the Palestinians.  Fair journalism 
required equal time.  Will you provide it? 
 

 

19/10/2004 15:45 
 
Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” The 
author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers. 
THIS IS COMPLETE IGNORANCE AND BIGOTRY.    YOU SHOULD ALLL BE ASHAMED.  YOU 
BRITISH FORGET WHO YOUR FRIENDS ARE 
 

 

19/10/2004 15:33 
 
Mr Abbasi 
 
I”m responding to the above article. 
In that article, Dr. Derrick Summerfield makes the ludicrous statement, comparing the deaths 
occuring in \"Palestine\" since 2000 to 11/9. 
I fail to see the relevance of politics, especially of one-sided, baised and anti-Semitic opinions in 
a so-called medical magazine.  I”d also like to point out the following to you: 
 
-  9/11 was a heinous terrorist act of the highest severity; The IDF”s actions are all retaliations 
to the on-going terrorist attacks on Israel, and as opposed to this untruthful article; most of 
those killed were armed terrorist (fondly termed by your anti-Israel media \"militants\", NOT 
CHILDREN as the article states. 
- The children killed in the IDF”s RETALIATIONS are never targeted, but are caught in the line of 
fire, when Israel sends out its soldiers to erradicate terrorists and defend the lives of its citizens. 
These soldiers have often witnessed the Palestinians pushing their children into the line of fire, 
for the media to capture these false images, that is how deep their hatred and fanatcism runs. 
- The terrorists who carried out 9/11 WERE NOT acting in self-defence, nor were they fighting for 
the survival of their country, or defending themselves against an entity whose sole mission is 
their destruction;  The IDF”s job is to protect a country whose very existance is threatened by 
the Paletinians and everyone in the radical Muslim world.  
-  The sad state of affairs in the Palestinian territories is the consequence of the Palestinians” 
own behaviour. Instead of investing in their own welfare, using the funds GIVEN TO THEM BY 



ISRAEL among others, they put the resources into preaching hatred and buying endless 
explosives in order to carry out their daily massacres in Israel, the land which never belonged to 
them.  I might also add that the land, including the parts which had to be bought from the 
Palestinians by the Jews, was nothing but barren and diseased land. It was the Jews who made it 
flourish, and developed it into a first-world country.  It is by no means Israel”s fault that the 
Palestinians couldn”t be bothered to do the same. 
I suggest your reporters take their anti-Israel propaganda to a more suitable publication, one 
that”s conerned with distorted politics and anti-Semitic opinions not one that claims to deal with 
health issues.  Sadly, ther are many of those. 
 

 

19/10/2004 15:34 
 
Dr. Summerfield”s comments, published in the October 16th issue, are surprising - not because 
an individual prefers to take a strong stance in a complicated dispute (and reinforces his position 
with inaccurate data), but rather, because a respected medical journal allowed the statement to 
be published without verification for accuracy and acknowledgment of Dr. Summerfield”s 
particular bias.  I expect more balance and quality control from a journal that I respect. 
 

 

19/10/2004 16:07 
 
The nonsense you are publishing on the Palestinian-Israeli conflict demeans your profession and 
calls into question your integrity.  What about Israel”s right of self-defense? What about the 
reponsibility of combattants who encourage children to enter the line of fire?  What about the 
responsibility of Palestinians who launched the terror war for its health care consequences.   
In any event, the article is purely political and has no place in a medical journal. 
 

 

19/10/2004 16:06 
 
YOUR BIASED ARTICLE ON ISRAEL IS IN APPROPRIATE FOR A MEDICAL JOURNAL. 
 

 

19/10/2004 16:01 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
I find your article \"Palestine: the assault on health and other war crimes\" totally biased, and 
untrue. 
- You count the casualties as civilians while most of them were terrorists who planned and 
committed terror acts against civilians. Israel forces do not target civilians. Period. 
- You conclude that Israeli soldiers are authorized to kill children. In fact, there are more children 
killed in Iraq by coalition forces than in Gaza and the West Bank together. Does that mean that 
the coalition soldiers are authorized to kill children? This is our war against terrorism! 



- You concluded that Israel killed more civilians since 200 than the casualties of 9/11, which 
implies that the Palestinian are against the attack of 9/11 and the Israelis are in favor of it. The 
truth is that Palestinian danced in the streets in large numbers on 9/11 and 9/12, while Israelis 
mourned. Israel is our ally. The Palestinians adore Bin Laden and frequently present his picture 
side by side with the picture of Yaser Arafat in parades. 
 

 

19/10/2004 16:06 
 
The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Please tell me that this slipped through and is not a reflection of a terrorist agenda on your part! 
A fulll page apology to all your readers and the Anti Defamation League in the US would be 
appropriate. 
 

 

19/10/2004 16:05 
 
I am ashamed to have an arab surname, you write about israel and compare death counts to 
9/11 terrorists, who have humiliated our people and make me sick to be of arab heritage. 
 

 

19/10/2004 16:16 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
 
“Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” by Dr. Derrick Summerfield, is likely the 
most outrageously politicized article that has ever been published in the British Medical Journal.   
It is the most shamelessly dishonest article the BMJ has ever published. 



Dr. Summerfield”s comparison of IDF military operations directed at stopping the flow of 
Palestinian suicide bombings and rocket attacks on unrarmed civilians with the mass murder of 
more than 3,000 unarmed non-combatants in America on Sept. 11 is infused with vitriol and bias 
leading to outright falsity, and unfettered by the meagerest amount of objectivity. 
His accusation that Israeli soldiers are authorized to target non-combatants goes beyond the 
bounds of anything I had ever imagined being published in your publication. 
The level to which your journal has sunk is disquieting. 
I shall never read it again. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 

19/10/2004 16:11 
 
Mr. Abbasi: 
 
How can your publication in good conscience publish the above referenced article? Aren”t you 
and your writers supposed to be writing about \"medical issues\"? How is this this article 
anything other than a   biased and blatant piece of anti-Israel propaganda?  
The article in question states that,\"all Palestinian casualties are”unarmed civilians”.\" First of all, 
let”s not forget it was the Palestinians who initiated their \"intifada\"  four years ago. In point of 
fact, the Israelis, since that time, have always been in a defensive posture. The vast majority of 
these supposed \"casualties\" have been terroists and armed combatants. To add insult to injury, 
the article seems to conveniently   forget all of the innocent Israeli lives (including unarmed 
women and children)senselessly taken as a result of the Palestinian \"homicide Bombers.\" To 
compare the number of fatalities to those who were murdered in the 9/11 attacks in my country 
is beyond contempt!! It not only trivializes the loss  of 3,000 of MY fellow citizens (who were NOT 
involved in any \"intifada\"!!!), but, again, conveniently forgets to mention that the \"muderers\" 
connected to 9/11 were from the Arab world!!! Have you no sense of decent objectivity here???  
Moreover, the article claims that \"IDF forces are routinely authorized to kill Palestinian children 
in minimal or non-threatening situations.\" Where do you get substantiation for such an 
inaccurate and preposterous statement: from Arafat himself??? Yet again, there conveniently is 
NO mention of the unprovoked terror attacks on Israeli civilians & the disasterous consequences 
on the health and well being of Israeli children. Appparently, you and your author have bought 
into the PLO/Arab \"party line\" of lies and distortions that have occured since the birth of the 
State of Israel in 1948. It is the same old charade of anti-Israel bias, when in fact, the PLO has 
shamelessly manipulated and exploited their own people and refuse to take responsibility for it. 
As to the charge of Israeli \"war crimes\": again, it is the corrupted PLO (led by the most corrupt 
human of them all, Yasser Arafat), who have continued to keep their OWN PEOPLE in poverty, 
ignorance and ill health.Perhaps you & your author should consult the historical facts before you 
publish  any more political, anti-Israel propaganda disguised as \"medical\" news. If you are so 
concerned about the health and well-being of the world”s children, you need to take a 
\"medical\" stand on behalf of ALL of the world”s children, especially those in wartime conditions. 
You have diminished the credibility of your publication by pandering to the hate mongers of the 
world. Shame on you!!!  
 

 



19/10/2004 16:22 
 
Please just be fair and research your information before printing.  The information should have 
the same standards as the medical research itself.  You only denigrate the periodical by choosing 
political sides. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

19/10/2004 16:01 
 
How your esteemed journal could publish such blatant lies and mis-representation by a \"so 
called\" doctor is beyond me.He has no idea of what goes on here in Israel.Has the Medical 
Journal taken up the \"Israel bashing game\"? 
 

 

19/10/2004 16:16 
 
Dr.Derrick Summerfield”s detour from medical issues into political ones in an esteemed medical 
journal is inappropriate and shocking; particularly because his political facts are incorrect. One 
hopes that his medical information is not equally flawed 
 

 

19/10/2004 16:29 
 
The article by Summerfield about Palastinian Health is truly an outrage and untenable for a Peer 
Review Medical Journal. His information is just wrong and he presents a truly antisemitic slant to 
his so-called facts.  You should repudiate this article and retract it.  
 

 

19/10/2004 16:39 
 
Frankly I am dismayed by the Oct. 16 issue of the British Medical Journal”s article entitled 
“Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, 
compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers.  How could your respected 
journal allow such a comparison??  I don”t think I need to say anything further about this 
because you must be an intelligent gentleman to be the editor of such a pretegious journal. 
Please note that this article is so negatively biased toward Israel (making no comment on the 
lack of responsibility of the Palestinian Authority toward its citizens)that it is inappropriate for a 
respected medical journal.  Please review your articles in a more responsible and fair way. 
Just wanted you to know how I interpreted this. 
 

 

19/10/2004 16:40 



 
dear sirs: 
As a physician, i am appalled that a \\\"supposedly\\\" impartial distinguished medical journal 
should stoop so low as to publish blatant lies about the state of israel and the IDF.as physicians, 
our main concern should be to heal the sick  and not to promote political agendas . 
sincerely, 
 

 

19/10/2004 16:14 

 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
I would like to applaud your concern for the "Palestinian" people.  As a professional, I am sure 
you can appreciate the need for understanding regarding the Middle East.  I would be honored if 
you would take a few moments to think about the answers to the following questions. 
Thanks, in advance. 
Sincerely, a concerned Jew, residing in Canada 
 
1.   Why did the Arabs become politically interested in the Land of Israel only when the British 
gave it back to the Jews, and allowed the Jews the honor of giving the land back its original 
name of Israel?  After all, Palestine was only the name assigned to Israel in order to humiliate 
the Jews during one of the many periods in history when the Jews were forced out of their land 
by evil conquerors.  The name Palestine was supposed to insult Jews – because the name came 
from the Philistines – one of the many peoples who tried to destroy the Jews, but failed.  The 
Land of Israel was mostly desolate when the British finally decided to give it back to the Jews.  
Swamps or desert covered much of the land.  It is only now that the Jews have developed the 
land, that it is such an oasis of beauty. 
 
2.   Why is it that Jews have always protected Muslim holy sites in Israel and that the Arab world 
destroys synagogues and other sites holy to other faiths all over the Arab world? 
 
3.   Why is it that the Arabs built their mosques on top of Judaism’s most important 
archaeological site, the site of the holy temple, which existed for a thousand years in the Land of 
Israel?  Didn’t they think that this was slightly disrespectful?  Do you think that Israel would ever 
allow the destruction of the Al Aqsa Mosque? 
 
4.   Why did some Arabs decide to leave Israel once it was given back to the Jews?  The Israeli 
government encouraged them to stay, while Arab governments encouraged them to leave and to 
begin terrorist activities against the Jews.  Why? 
 
5.   Why did some Arabs decide to stay in Israel and why are they so happy that they did?  Why 
are they so satisfied with the Jewish Democracy, that many Israeli Arabs even decided to join the 
Israeli army?  Does the Arab world know this? 
 
6.   Why did those Arabs who left Israel when Israel was given back to the Jews - end up in 
refugee camps in the Arab countries they fled to?  Why didn’t the oil rich Arab countries take 
them in and take care of them?  Why were they kept as refugees? 
 



7.   Why is it that when Jews leave the countries that they are born in and move to Israel, they 
are taken care of?  Why don’t Israelis put new immigrant Jews in refugee camps? 
 
8.   Why did the oil rich Arab world allow these Arabs who chose to leave Israel – suffer for so 
many years in refugee camps?  And why were seeds of hatred towards Jews planted in these 
refugee camps? 
 
9.   Why didn’t the Arabs in Gaza call themselves Egyptians, and why did Egypt abandon them?  
After all, Gaza was part of Egypt when Israel was given back to the Jews. 
 
10.  Why didn’t Arabs in the West Bank call themselves Jordanians, and why did the Jordanians 
abandon them?  After all, the West Bank was part of Jordan when Israel was given back to the 
Jews. 
 
11.  Why didn’t the Arab world accept those Arabs who no longer wanted to stay in Israel?  Why 
did the Arab world convince these people that they should stay in refugee camps, become 
martyrs, and work towards destroying Israel?  Was it because the Arab world did not want these 
people? 
 
12.  Why is it that most of the financial help for the Arabs in the refugee camps comes from 
countries other than those in the Arab world?  Why are these funds used to promote hatred?  
Have you ever seen a Palestinian child’s schoolbook? 
 
13.  Why is it that Israeli school children enjoy watching Sesame Street in Arabic?  Why is it that 
they are taught how to make friends with their Arab neighbors?  Why is Arabic the official 2nd 
language in Israel, and a mandatory language of study in the public school system? 
 
14.  Why is it that the Arabs who stayed in Israel, the Israeli Arabs, are so happy with the border 
fence that Israel has finally constructed?  Why do they finally feel safe?  Have you read the 
recent interviews of Israeli Arabs? 
 
15.  Why is it that the faith of the Arab world teaches that Jews are the infidel?  Have you read 
the Koran lately? 
 
16.  Why is it that in 5000 yrs of Jewish history, Jews have never killed or tortured in order to 
convert others to Judaism? 
 
17.  Why is it that so many brutal cultures throughout history have tried to destroy the Jewish 
people?  What has become of these cultures? 
 
18.  Why has the Nation of Jews continued to exist over the millennia, throughout all the attempt 
to destroy us?  Could it be our ethics?  Our morals?  Our justice?  Our high regard for education?  
Does this make others envious? 
 
19.  Why is it that followers of the Arab faith have killed, tortured, maimed, and humiliated 
millions of innocent people over the centuries in order to forcibly convert them to their faith? 
 



20.  Why is it that Israeli Arabs are afraid to talk about why they are so happy with Israeli 
democracy? 
 
21.  Why is it that the oil rich Arab world keeps most of its population uneducated, in fear, and in 
poverty? 
 
22.  Why is it that the Arab world abuses women and treats them as second-class citizens? 
 
23.  Why is it that the Arab world is so brutal?  Popular practices for punishment include cutting 
off hands, feet, heads, and arranged stonings, etc? 
 
24.  Why is it that the Arabs who left Israel call themselves Palestinians?  Israel was given back 
her original name, and Palestine no longer exists.  Those who abandoned Israel to Gaza should 
have started calling themselves Egyptians, and those who abandoned Israel to Jordan should 
have started calling themselves Jordanians. 
 
25.  Why aren’t the so-called Palestinians negotiating for an independent state with Egypt and 
Jordan, the political entities that Gaza and the West Bank were originally a part of, before the 
creation of the modern State of Israel? 
 
26.  Why do the so-called Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank try so hard to convince and 
entice Israeli Arabs into supporting and joining terrorist organizations?  Could it be that they are 
envious of Israeli Arabs?  Could it be that they don’t want Israeli Arabs to be happy and satisfied 
in Israel? 
 
27.  Why do the Arabs who left Israel believe that they now have the right to return to Israel 
with hundreds of children, grand-children, and great-grand-children, who were born in refugee 
camps or other Arab countries? 
 
28.  Why do Arabs promote hate by teaching their children anti-Jewish propaganda?  Why did the 
most reputable Egyptian newspaper recently have a full-page ad discussing that Jews make 
matzo out of the blood of Palestinian school children?  Have you ever eaten matzo?  Do you 
know why Jews eat matzo once a year? 
 
29.  Why do Jews give criminals fair trials?  Why don’t Jews cut off heads?  Why was a known 
murderer and Nazi-war criminal given a fair trial in Israel?   Surely he deserved to have his head 
cut off? 
 
30.  Why are the people in Gaza surprised when Israel reacts to rocket attacks?  Why are they 
surprised when Israel goes into Gaza to look for bomb factories and rocket launchers? Why are 
the people in Gaza surprised when Israel wants a defendable border? 
 
31.  Why is it that the Jews are content with the tiny piece of land that was given back to them?  
Today’s Israel is only a fraction of what the Land of Israel once was. 
 
32.  Why is it that the Arab world cannot allow the Jews to have even 50% of what was originally 
their land, for thousands of years? 
 



33.  Why is it that the Arabs and those of the Arab faith are involved in brutal and bloody 
conflicts in all parts of the world, on almost every continent? 
 
34.  Why is it that when people in the Arab world are happy they show their happiness by 
shooting automatic weapons into the air?  Doesn’t this seem a bit odd? And primitive?  And 
dangerous? 
 
35.  How can the civilized, educated, and peace loving people of Israel think of the Arabs in Gaza 
and the West Bank as their colleagues when the culture of the Arab world is so brutal, ignorant, 
and brain washed? 
 
The answers to these questions would help all of us understand what exactly is going on. 
Would taking away more land from Israel make the so-called Palestinian people happy?  And if 
Israel goes ahead and does give the Arab world even more of its tiny landmass, will the Arab 
world really allow Israel to protect its remaining sliver of land?  Is anything short of a fence really 
going to work?  Shouldn’t every country be allowed a defendable border? 
 

 

16 October 2004 04:15 

I read with some distaste the recent opinion column in BMJ by Dr. Summerfield.  As an editor of 
several international, peer reviewed scientific publications, I am submitting my own comments to 
Dr. Summerfield: 

Dr. Summerfield, 

Regardless of your political views, the BMJ is not the vehicle to serve as a political platform for 
your unilateral and uninformed opinions...whether pro-Palestinian or pro-Israeli.  VIolence on 
either side cannot be condoned...Palestinian or Israeli.  Killing of innocent people cannot be 
condoned...Palestinian or Israli.  However, if you had people walking into your shopping malls, 
nightclubs and restaurants with bombs strapped to themselves and detonating their explosives 
killing innocent British citizens you to would take extreme measures to protect your people, 
particularly if you knew that these individuals were indoctrinated to hate you as a British citizen 
from the time they could walk and talk....with the only goal of destroying the British people and 
occupying the British lands and driving you into the ocean.   

If the Palestinians had true leadership that was uncorrupted, maybe the millions of dollars the 
Mr. Arafat diverts for himself and/or terrorist activities could go towards supporting the 
Palestinian people and improving their generally impoverished way of life.   What have 
Palestinians done to promote peace in the Middle East?  How can there be peace when there is a 
clear agenda to drive the "Jewish Zionists" into the sea and occupy their lands?  We don't see 
any neighboring Arab countries willing to absorb some of these Palestinians or provide 
coordinated efforts with Israel to create a Palestinian nation with shared land.  Do you see any 
other country who conquered lands in war willing to give up these lands ...why should Israel be 
any different?  Are you really familiar with the history of the area and the respective claims to 
"biblical" land?  Israel made peace with Jordan and Egypt...it is possible....if hate remains, 
however, then no peace could ever be meaningful, nor lasting.   



Have you seen little Israeli boys and girls blown up by suicide bombers?  Have you seen 
pregnant Israeli women killed by attackers who believe they will go to heaven and be met by 7 
virgins for taking the lives of not one but two innocent individuals.  Have you been to Israeli 
hospitals that provide care to Palestinians regardless of their ability to pay and even further 
provide that care with compassion and without prejudice... I have....maybe you should to.  
Maybe you should go see what Israel has become in approximately 50 years of existence.  When 
was the last time you checked how many Israelis have made significant contributions to the 
world and in particular the scientific community.  Any Palestians with comparable 
accomplishments?  If there was peace in the region maybe they could contribute to the world 
community as well. 

I have to assume from your political arrogance that you have never been to either Israel or the 
Palestinian territories...I might suggest you consider taking a trip and learning a lesson or two 
about how the Palestinians and Israelis have respectively developed their lands, cultivated their 
science and technology, lead by example and/or been a bastion of democracy.  The Palestinian 
territories are a sea of corruption, hate and radicalism.  I would hope that all humane persons 
would want to see a halt to such negative phenomena and a true concerted international effort to 
promote a fair resolution to the issues in this area of the world.  It will, however, require 
cooperation by more than just the Palestinians and Israelis.  There are Palestenians that want 
peace and are willing to consider living side by side with Israelis and vice-versa.  If all the money 
that was being spent on destruction and military endeavors could be redirected to improving the 
regions economy and the quality of life of its people ...think what could be accomplished.  Is it 
possible...yes....but only with a mindshift that emphasizes compromise and compassion and not 
radicalism...not something that will likely happen in our generation given the ingrained nature of 
hate that many of the Palestinians have fostered and that people like you continue to perpetuate.   

Certainly, you would agree that radicalism, regardless of it's face, provokes hatred, not peace 
and harmony.  Please stop promulgating anti-semitism and do something constructive to help 
build bridges between these two cultures that in many way have more similarities than 
disparities given their common ancestral roots. 

Thanks for allowing me to express my opinions. 
 

 

19/10/2004 16:49 
 
Perhaps you should be as careful about the veracity of your political propaganda as that of your 
medical information. All Palestinian casulties are HAVE NOT been \"unarmed civilians.\" The clear 
majority of casualties since September 2000 have been TERRORISTS and ARMED COMBATANTS. 
Of course, nearly ALL Israeli victims HAVE been unarmed civilians, many of them children.I think 
it”s laughable that the article makes no mention of the ONE MILLION DOLLARS a month sent by 
Arafat to his wife and daughter in Paris -- money designated for the health and welfare of the 
Palestinian people. And, of course, no mention of the fact that Palestinian terror and political 
corruption have been a major CAUSE of the unfortunate state of the Palestinian health system. 
This article is a disgrace to the health profession.GET THE FACTS!!!!!   
 

 



19/10/2004 16:50 
 
Your article \"Palestine\" by Derrick Summerfield (Oct. 16 issue) is nothing but a political attack 
based on falsehood and lies. His claim that \"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed 
more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died 
on September 11, 2001.\" While the total number of Palestinian casualties is around 3,000, the 
clear majority of these casualties were armed terrorists or terrorists hiding behind children and 
civilians. This goes a long way in explaining the unfortunate deaths of Palestinian children during 
the conflict.  
It is not, as Summerfield would have you believe, that \"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised 
to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no threat.\" Reality is that IDF troops practice 
restraint and a respect for life, something the Palestinian terrorists know nothing about in a 
culture that worships and praises death (note the children”s annual soccer tournament in Gaza 
named for a suicide bomber who killed innocent Israeli civilians). 
Summerfield”s piece has no place being in a respectable journal of any kind, much less a medical 
journal. You owe your readers an apology, as well as a correction of the blatant lies he 
presented. 
 

 

19/10/2004 16:41 
 
What a bunch of lies.  How many Israelis were killed by these so-called unarmed civilians who 
come to Israel as suicide bombers or send these suicide bombers to kill Israelis going about their 
every day lives.  Where are all the Arab countries in helping to assist their \"Brothers\"?  There 
are no Palestinian people; it”s a political creation of those who are continuing a ceturies old idea 
of Jew bashing.  Wake up and smell the coffee.  As long as so-called reputable organizations and 
publications like yours print lies like this, the world will never know true peace.  Have you ever 
visited the Middle East and actually seen the devastation the \"peace seeking, peace loving\" 
Palestinians bring about in Israel.  I doubt it because if you had you would realize that giving 
credance to their thought and ideas is TOTALLY incomprehensible. 
 

 

19/10/2004 16:59 
 
I learned about your ridiculous charge that Israel rotinely kills unarmed civilians. In fact it is 
Hamas and other Palestinian militants who target unarmed civilians. Israel is engaged in a 
guerilla war against such militants and does not subscribe to the pracrice you attribute to them I 
suspect you are quite biased. Furthermore, you supposedly run a medical journal, not a political 
one. I am sure my protest will fall on deaf ears with you. But, with such virulent disinformation 
you disseminate, is it any wonder that you are fostering hate instead of healing? 
 

 

19/10/2004 17:09 
 
I object strongly to this piece of lying propaganda. It has no place in medicine. 
 



 

19/10/2004 17:17 
 
Mr. Abbasi, 
The following description of the BMJ appears on your webpage: 
 
About the BMJ * 
The BMJ aims to publish rigorous, accessible and entertaining material that will help doctors and 
medical students in their daily practice, lifelong learning and career development. In addition, it 
seeks to be at the forefront of the international debate on health.  To achieve these aims we 
publish original scientific studies, review and educational articles, and papers commenting on the 
clinical, scientific, social, political, and economic factors affecting health. We are delighted to 
receive articles for publication in all of these categories - from doctors and others. We can 
publish only about 9% of more than 6000 articles that we receive each year, but we aim to give 
quick decisions. 
As a physician, I have read the BMJ for many years.  I might have even agreed with the mission 
statement outlined above, until reading an article by Dr. Derrick Summerfield(\"Palestine: The 
assault on health and other war crimes.\").  There is no place in the BMJ for hate speech 
masquerading as scientific discourse.  There is no mention in the article that Israel has been 
forced to act to protect the security of its citizens, who have become targets for mass murderers 
who think nothing of targeted killing of women and children.  Where is the discourse on the 
corrupt and morally bankrupt Palestinian Authority that has prevented the delivery of health care 
and other necessary services to the Palestinian people?  If the BMJ wishes to promote a 
discourse on the health of the Palestinian people, let it begin with an honest, rigorous, and 
factual account.  Hate speech has no role in the discourse.  
 

 

19/10/2004 17:19 
 
Dear Editor: 
 
As a father, Jew and Israeli soldier, I was appalled by this libelous article. Never in all my years 
as a regular army soldier and now in the reserves in the IDF Paratoopers did I ever see any of 
my comrades indiscriminately or intentionally shoot at anyone who was not armed. To the 
contrary, our orders have always been to take every possible path not to harm civilians. The fact 
that non-uniformed Palestinians shoot at Israeli soldiers and civilians from apartment complexs 
and refugee camps is the sole reason that some, indeed a low minority, of Palestinian civilians 
are killed in firefights. 
To say that \"...soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal 
or no threat\" is an outright falsehood and a prestigous journal such as BMJ should reconsider its 
editoral policy. 
 

 

19/10/2004 17:18 
 



I was apalled to read what Dr. Summerfield wrote in his October 16th article.  You should be 
ashamed for letting such blatent political propoganda enter an otherwise respected journal like 
yours.   
His claims are false and he offers no evidence or opposing view. The Israeli army is the most 
humane and careful army in the world.  I assume since he includes them in the figure, Dr. 
Summerfield thinks of 15 year old suicide bombers as \"unarmed civilians\". 
Dr. Summerfield and people who think like him should wake up to the well known facts of 
Palestinian terror and political corruption that are the causes for their terrible situation. 
 

 

19/10/2004 17:28 
 
Shame on the BMJ for publishing Dr. Derrick Summerfield”s one-sided polemic on Israel. If you 
are to investigate the Israel-Palestinain situation, why not feature a balanced account? No 
mention was made of Palestinian medical vehicles being used to cover terrorists and carry 
weapons; equally no mention of the Palestinian babies, ranging in weight from 760 grams to 
1.74 kilos who were delivered recently at Israel”s Laniado Hospital to a 22-year-old Palestinian 
from Kalkilya.  
Is it too much to ask for a fair and balanced approach to Israel when reporting on the medical 
fall-out from the Palestinian intifada? 
 

 

19/10/2004 17:38 
 
The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as \\”one of the world\\”s top four 
general medical journals\\” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled \\”Palestine: The 
assault on health and other war crimes.\\” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the 
IDF\\”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties \\”unarmed civilians\\” ¯ denying the fact that (1) 
the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed \\”with impunity\\” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on to claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of \\”war crimes,\\” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system 
 

 

19/10/2004 17:19 



 
Dear Editor 
 
Your journal serves as a great source of medical and other scientific information for the people of 
science such as myself.  It is with a great regret I find articles such as the one written by Dr. 
Derrick Summerfield entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes” published 
in Oct. 16 issue.   Articles such as these are completely subjective and provide false information 
to the public.  Today”s world is so xenophobic and anti-Semitic as it is; it does not need scientific 
journals to support these feelings.  I know that people as intelligent as yourself realize what are 
the consequences when press releases such as one written by Dr. Summerfield catch eyes of 
readers.  It is simply not decent to compare Israeli”s anti-terrorist actions against militants with 
terrorist actions against civilians. 
You may simply disregard my comment; however, I hope there will be more outraged readers 
protesting against publishing of lies.  If You do choose to disregard my comment, I will not be 
surprised... 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 

19/10/2004 17:41 
 
Sir 
 
In his article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes. (Oct. 16th 04), Dr 
Derrick Summerfield, states that \"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more 
unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died on 
September 11, 2001\"  
I should like to point out that 1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since 
September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-
Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” This 
contrasts with the deliberate targeting of civilians by Palestinian terrorists. 
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head, it is the work of the IDF without any corroboration.  
I strongly urge you to not discredit a famous magazine with such open political propaganda. Your 
reputation has been hard won but it can be lost in an instant. 
 
Regards 
 

 

19/10/2004 17:50 
 
Assault on health and war crimes--this is an incredibly twisted piece of \"journalism\".  How 
about a count of innocent Israeli civilians, especially children who really are deliberately targeted 
for murder by Palestinian homicide bombers, as opposed to the false claim that Palestinians are 
targeted by IDF, especially children.  How dare you compare the self defense of Israel with the 
mass murder of my countrymen, including two of my friends and neighbors, on 9/11.  This 
article is an obscenity.  Sir, have you no shame? 



 

 

19/10/2004 18:05 
 
It is quite surprising that you would use your journal to make a political statement eg: Palistine. 
No solution is going to be found until both parties are going to sit down together and it won”t 
happen until Arafat decides it is going to happen. Why don”t you write about the situation in the 
Sudan and the medical results to the population. 
 

 

19/10/2004 18:06 
 
I don”t think Dr Summerfields “medical” reports of the Israeli/Palestian conflict appropriate for 
the BMJ. I think if he is going to report things he should do so in a medical content without 
prejudice to Israel. No I am not Jewish but I think it is disgusting how people can be so anti 
Jewish. He speaks of the 1948 state of Israel. If he looks at his history properly he will see that 
before the land was called Palestine in around 70AD it was called Judea and Samaria. When the 
Romans ransacked Jerusalem and destroyed the Temple they renamed the land Palestine. There 
has always been Jewish people in this land. There has never been a Palestian nation with its own 
currency etc, so how is it that now the Jewish people cannot have their own homeland. Also he 
said about how the IDF shoot innocent children(which the terrorists hide behind) then how come 
no one says anything when a heavily pregnant Jewish woman and her four young children are 
gunned down at point blank range and t! 
he Palestinians celebrate the shooting of this “terrorist” mother and her children? It”s about time 
someone stood their ground and gave the Jewish people some support without being too biased 
to the “Palestinian” cause.There are two sides to every story.  
 

 

19/10/2004 18:14 
 
I am disappointed that the BMJ was willing to publish such a one-sided view of the Palestinian 
conflict as appeared on Oct 16.  Surely some responsibility for the health of the Palestinian 
people lies with the Palistinian Authority who is charged with providing social services for its 
people? 
 

 

19/10/2004 18:04 
 
Sir: 
 
It is horrifying to see you and the BMA journal misrepresenting the Israeli situation in the W. 
bank and Gaza by comparing the deaths of armed combatants and militants ( and some children, 
regrettably) with the 9/11 attacks on UNARMED , INNOCENT civilians in the USA. 
You owe your readers the TRUTH...namely that Palestinians are dying due to a  corrupt 
leadership that has sponsored terror. 



Actually,you deserve to be fired and Sir, if  you lived in the USA, I would personally see that you 
were. 
I strongly recommend that you turn your attention to the death and destruction wreaked by 
Islamic miltants on INNOCENT CIVILIANS all over the world. 
 

 

19/10/2004 18:02 
 
As a physician I must protest the use of your medical journal for pure political purpose. Besides 
which, the article is obviously biased and  contorts the facts to the authors biased views. 
Are we still to believe in the objectivity and honesty of the editors of  BMJ in their medical 
presentations? 
 

 

19/10/2004 18:30 
 
The article on “Palestine: The assult on health and other war crimes” is inappropriate for a 
respected medical journal.  I am deeply disappointed that there is such a one sided, anti-Israel 
article.  Have you considered what they have done to themseleves? What they have done to the 
Israelie children? Nothing is so black and white.  Shame shame shame on you.  
 

 

19/10/2004 18:28 
 
If you only publish about 9% of articles sent to you, why must you publish such unabashadly 
decietlful material as the article by Dr. Derrick Summerfield. Equating the killing of mostly 
terrorist and combatant individuals with the slaughter of 3,000 innocent people in New York on 
9/11 is shameful and disgusting. Israeli soldiers are NOT killing Palestinian civilians with 
impunity. The world knows it. If you are going to print political articles relating to health have 
the character to print the truth and not Blatant Anti-Semitic Tripe! 
 

 

19/10/2004 18:31 
 
HOw could you authorize an article such as \"Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes\", written by evidently, a very ignorant person that has absolutely no knowledge about 
the Israeli-Palestine conflict. It is very disappointing coming from a respectful magazine. 
 

 

19/10/2004 18:45 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi  
In the Oct. 16 issue of your journal an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other 
war crimes.” by Dr. Derrick Summerfield, makes the following statement: \"The Israeli army, 



with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the 
number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" 
This comparison is disengenious to say the least and the statement patently false. The majority 
of Palestinians who were killed  by the Israeli Defence forces since September 2000 were 
terrorists and armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no 
Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
As a former soldier in the IDF, I can tell you that this a canard and a brazen lie. No such 
authorization exists. In fact, orders to open fire are always extremely limited to stuations were 
there is imminant danger to soldiers or civilians. Most of the Palestinian children that are hurt in 
this conflict is primarily due to the fact that they put themselves in line of fire for macho reasons 
or because they urged on by heartless terrorists.  
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
This article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal that you claim to be.  
 

 

19/10/2004 18:45 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi The BMJ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian health system.  
The BMJ should not have allowed crude anti-Israel propaganda to masquerade on their pages as 
legitimate academic discourse. 
 

 

19/10/2004 18:41 
 



Dr. Derrick Summerfield”s article in your journal is full of misleading statements and is thus 
appalling.  How could a scholarly journal print this?  Please publish a retraction, or at least the 
true facts. 
 

 

19/10/2004 18:52 
 
Please give the world a break from your political foment and do what you”re supposed to do, tell 
us how to get better. 
 

 

19/10/2004 18:57 
 
Sir: 
 
The only crime was in your formerly esteemed journal”s publication of this blantantly biased 
rubbish.  I would expect better editing from a University newspaper let alone the BMJ.   
Your journal is either guilty of incredibly poor editing or blantant bias.  Neither speaks well of you 
or your staff. 
 

 

19/10/2004 19:02 
 
The placement of an article regarding political views in what is considered a respectible medical 
journal is inappropriate and lowers the integrity of your journal.  I think it is embarassing, and an 
apology should be written and no further articles written about such matters. 
I am specifically writing about the biased one-sided article regarding what is seen as palestinian 
oppression.  At least if such an article is written the facts should be accurate, just as in a 
published medical article. 
 

 
19/10/2004 19:02 
 
I was appalled to read the article in BMJ regarding Palestinian death tolls over the past 4 years. 
The one-sided, clearly biased approach to this \"reporting\" is unacceptable in a publication 
based on \"evidence-based\" information. Let us not forget that it is the Palistinians who started 
this intifada for the sole purpose of destroying Israel and seeking the death of all of its 
inhabitants; not a very decent or humanitarian act. It is the Palistinians who routinely send 
young women and children as homicide bombers to purposefully kill and maim  innocent Israeli 
citizens. Let us not forget that it is the Palistinians who, not infrequently, use children as shields 
against approaching troops. This article paints a horrible picture but what is more devastating is 
the extreme bias of the reporter, the lack of evidence based statements and the true dirregard 
for fact. This has no place in a muckraking newspaper, no less a leading scientific joiurnal 
 

 



19/10/2004 19:04 
 
Your October 16 article entitled Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimeswas 
extremely inappropriate, biased against democratic israel and in favor of palestinian terrorists, 
and totally inappropriate in a medical journal.  The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares 
the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001. \" 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Too bad you let your Muslim background color articles going into a medical journal.  Maybe you 
should do a follow up medical article about how innocent Israeli children and babies are being 
murdered by Palestinian thugs.  But I”m sure you won”t do that 
 

 

19/10/2004 19:10 
 
I object to BMJ publishing an article by the above named that fails totally to provide a balanced 
view. There is no mention of how palestinian Intifadah contributes to the failing health of their 
own people, not speak the health of hundreds of dead and thousands of wounded civilian victims 
of terrorit attacks. You as the editor share trhe blame. Surely this is not the standard of 
objectivity and informed opinion that BMJ aaspires to. 
 

 
Mr. Abbasi, 
 
I find it peculiar that a supposedly respectable medical journal took a venture into politics by 
accusing Israel of \"war crimes.\" I find it extremely suspicious that your writer classed all 
Palestinians killed as \"civilians\", at a time when a war is taking place, and most of those killed 
were clearly armed terrorists. Finally, I find it bizarre in the extreme to see the term \"war 
crimes\" used by a British publication to describe the acts of a nation under siege. 
I remind you that in WWII, the British directed mass bombings against German civilians. Unlike 
the case of the Palestinians, none of those civilians were armed terrorists killing innocent people. 
In a single raid on Dresden, the Royal Air Force deliberately killed an estimated 100,000 people. 
Are you going to label Winston Churchill a war criminal, and Roosevelt and Truman as war 
criminals because they killed hundreds of thousands of Japanese civilians with atomic and 
conventional bombs? Or is your policy to reserve the term for Jews? I suppose if anyone pointed 



out that this attitude is highly anti-Semitic, you”d be very offended. In that case, I”ll settle for 
despicable hypocrisy. 
 

 

19/10/2004 19:38 
 
Editor: 
 
The above referenced article by Derek Summerfield is one of the most blatantly one-sided, 
narrow-minded pieces of writing on the subject I”ve ever seen. I”m encouraged that a number of 
your readers (as evidenced by the rapid responses published) have already taken exception to 
Mr. Summerfield”s rant. I hope that your publication will respond to this incident appropriately 
and refrain from printing similar diatribes in the future. 
 

 

19/10/2004 19:57 
 
As a reader of your medical journal, I am incensed that you allow any politics into this forum, 
especially when it is obvious to the whole world that it is heavily biased, inaccurate and false. 
 
A disillusioned reader. 
 

 

19/10/2004 19:57 
 
I was more than a little disappointed with the October 16th article titled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” authored by Dr. Derrick Summerfield. The \"facts\" stated in 
the article are not an accurate portrayal of the Israeli Defense Forces tactics or ethics. It is well 
known that the Palestinian fighters have no moral restriction against taking advantage of 
(Western) civilized IDF policy, using their children and residential buildings as shields. 
You also failed to mention the perverse indoctrination of Palestinian children to hate \"al Yehud\", 
taking time away from the \"three R”s\". Or the pitiful lack of medical infrastructure because of 
unchecked spending on corruption and warfare. 
 
A correction would be appreciated, 
 

 

19/10/2004 20:08 
 
Dear Editor, 
  
The common media image of Israel is one of internecine violence and terrorism. An image rarely, 
if ever, shown is one of on-going peaceful cooperation between Israelis and Palestinian Arabs, 
specifically in the area of public health care. 



The attached article, which I submit for possible publication in the British Medical Journal, details 
the cooperative efforts between Israeli and Palestinian Arab health professionals and health care 
facilities to raise the level of health awareness and care within the Palestinian Arab community. 
The article also highlights the personal experiences of Naomi Segev, a UK-reared and educated 
health professional, who participanted in several joint Israeli-Palestinian Arab health care 
projects. 
By way of background about myself, I am an American freelance writer currently based in Haifa, 
Israel and an occasional commentator on affairs in this region. Previous articles on regional 
issues that I have written have been published as op-ed pieces in Australian newspapers, on 
various online sites and in magazines in the UK, US, and Australia. 
Should you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Thank you for considering my article for publication. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

19/10/2004 20:08 
 
I was impressed to see that your journal has strayed into foreign policy discussions--even though 
the actual article was filled with antisemitic lies. 
It\\”s good to see that a medical journal wouldn\\”t be limited to discussion, say, medicine in its 
pages. 
 

 

19/10/2004 20:14 
 
While he may be a good doctor, Dr. Summerfield is no political analyst nor is he any kind of 
historian.  His comments on Palestian casualties as being deaths of unarmed civilians at the 
hands of Israeli troops is false and therefor misleading.  According to the Institute for Counter-
Terrorism, the majority of Palestinians killed were armed terrorists.  Furthermore, no Palestinian 
has been killed by the IDF with impunity which is quite different to what happened on 9/11. 
 

 

19/10/2004 20:19 
 
Your anti-Israel reporting is clearly filled with no understanding of the situation in the Middle 
East, and it is very obvious to me and my colleagues that your medical journal is no longer one 
in which we could ever subscribe...it is low down and dishonest!!!! 
Your article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and political corruption have 
contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian health system. 
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\"   
Whose opinion is this?  If you had even the slightest understanding of how the Jewish mind 
works, you would know how painful a statement this is...Jewish people value life...all life...not 
just their own.  Golda Mier put it quite honestly and clearly when she said:  \"when the Arab 



mother learns to love her children more than she hates Israel, then there will be peace in the 
middle east.\"   
My suggestion to you is to go to Israel and speak with the very people you write about...have a 
shabbot dinner with an Israeli family and learn first hand how they feel about this situation. 
 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes  
 

 

19/10/2004 20:41 
 
Dear Sir, 
I found your article in the British Medical Journal, comparing Israel”s defense against Palestinian 
terrorism, which unfortunately sometimes claims unintendedly also a victim of the underaged, 
absolutely biased and onesided. You try to state your personal desire of reality as fact and have 
not researched the matter properly and with journalistic fairness.  
Shame on you! 
BTW, I am not Jewish but all for truth in any kind of journalism even the one in a medical 
journal. 
 

 

19/10/2004 21:01 
 
For an esteemed medical journal to print such dribble only continues to inflame in the hate in the 
Middle East.  Why not spend some time and write a piece about Hadassah Hospital and how 
Arabs & Jews work side by side to insure all get equal health care?  Why not write about how 
Hadassah has trained Arab doctors from Gaza and the West Bank so they can return to their 
homes and give better medical care?  Why not write an article about those people, both Arab and 
Jews, who are blown up by terriorist bombers who goal is to blow up women and children?  Why 
not get this Summerfield guy a trip to the middle east for a reality check? 
 

 

19/10/2004 21:05 
 
Mr. Abbasi, 
 
Not that I expect any refutation, on your part, of the inaccuries of the  ariticle by Dr. Derek 
Summerfield in the Oct. 16th isssue, titled \"Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes\", but I nevertheless feel compelled to bring you to task for publishing such blatantly anti-
Semitic fodder. The British Medical Journal is suppose to be a reputable publication, but sadly we 
both know that this is not true. To compare the attrocities committed by the PLO and there 
supporting terorrist organizations, to the Democratic, humanitarian population of Israel, is an 
abomination. I can sleep at night, knowing that Israel has, and always will, act in a civil manner. 
However, make no mistake...they do have the right to survival, and survive they will, despite the  
false rhetoric that publications like yours foster, as well as all others. 
 



 

19/10/2004 21:09 
 
Dr. Abbasi, 
 
Despite the fact that it was your periodical that published the offensive article on the 
aforementioned topic, I still hope you will have the decency to include in the next issue the real 
reason for the bad conditions of medicine in Gaza Strip. Perhaps, I need to remind you that 
Israel didn”t prevent medical establishment from growing and serving people in Gaza before the 
new Intifadah started by Palestinian terrorists. This only started happening as the attacks on 
Israel inside the Green Line started (on the town of Sderot, for example). Just bringing to your 
attention the fact that your last edition promoted nothing but partisan stand and created a false 
perception for those not familiar with the issue in detail. Hope you correct the situation. 
 

 

19/10/2004 21:11 
 
The personal view submitted by derek Summerfield appears as a political comment with his 
clearly expressed anti _israel sentiments (usually reserved for your opposition medical journal). 
There is absolutely no mention of Palestinian terrorists who will do whatever they can to 
harm/kill as many civilians as possible in cafes, discos, school buses, shopping malls, etc. Nor is 
there mention of the high proportion of people killed who were armed or involved in arms-
making; nor is there any mention of innocent Palestinians killed because those terrorists choose 
to hide in residential areas or fire at Israelis from behind lines of children.  
Please review your editorial policy the good name of the BMJ loses many long standing 
supporters. 
 

 

19/10/2004 21:17 
 
No self-respecting Medical Journal would print an obvious political article, and a biased one at 
that, in their Medical magazine.  Is this really The British Medical Journal once known as the best 
of its type in the world????? 
  Aside from that, Dr. Summerfield”s article is so full of out right lies along with his bias, that it 
isn”t even worthy of any further discussion.  And you as editor should be throughly ashamed of 
yourself for not using your better judgement, but instead for  allowing your own bias to get the 
better of you!  
God help us if people like you ever run the world! 
 

 

19/10/2004 21:19 
 
Your portrayal of Israel and the IDF forces is incorrect and offensive. 
 

 



19/10/2004 21:45 
 
It is unbeleivable that BMJ has joined the ranks of the BBC in expressing flagrant bias against the 
state of Israel. The article in effect gives moral equivalence to the unfortunate but inadvertant 
killing of civilians while Israeli soldiers hunt terrrorists down. You compare these actions to the 
suicide/homicide terrorists who deliberately kill innocent men,women,children. Shame on you. 
 

 

19/10/2004 21:47 
 
It is a sad breach of standards when a peer-reviewed scientific journal allows an article such as 
Dr Sunmerfields to be published. Amongst other innacuracies He states that the Israeli army has 
killed 3000 civilians, more than killed in 9/11. He is no doubt aware that fully 52% of Palestinian 
deaths were combatants. This \"combat\" is taking place in civilian areas with an obvious risk to 
the local population. In contrast, Palestinian action has specifically and unequivocably targeted 
civilians. The facts and distortions speak for themselves. 
 

 

19/10/2004 22:07 
 
The recent article “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” (Author by  Dr. 
Derrick Summerfield) which compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers is a 
classic example of intentional misrepresentation of \"facts\" that can only lead a knowledgeable 
person to conclude that your journal condones anti-semitism. Shame on you for allowing 
distorted political expression to taint what I thought was a prestigious publication! 
 

 

19/10/2004 22:14 
 
I am shocked that distorted propaganda about Israel has replaced medical literature in your 
journal.  Why does a democratic country, Israel, spark so much resentment that you would 
permit your journal to prostitute itself to spread propaganda?   
 

 

19/10/2004 22:15 
 
I am shocked & dismayed at the political pandering or outright bias that caused you to run an 
\"article\" which calls Israeli acts of self-defense  \"impunity\".  This belongs nowhere civilized, 
let alone in a scientific journal which is supposed to use peer-review & scientific criteria to judge 
submissions. 
 

 

19/10/2004 22:21 
 



Your comparison of the Palestinian deaths in Gaza to the victims of 9/11 in the U.S. is obscene. 
It does not reflect very well on your publication”s medical credentials. The suffering of the 
Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank is indeed dreadful. But it is the result of the corruption, 
incompetence and bigotry of the Palestinian leadership who could have had their own 
independent state, starting back in 1948. 
 

 

19/10/2004 22:41 
 
Dear sirs: 
I amabsolutely surprised and indignated for the articule your editorial allowed to be published 
lately under the title \"Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes\". As a result of it 
not only I will cancel my subscription (for years) but I will also request itbe discontinued from our 
medical library as well. 
Disappointed 
 

 

19/10/2004 22:47 
 
Dear Kamran Abbasi 
I have one question.  Why did you allow a one-sided article accusing Israel of deliberate child-
killing, while being strangely silent about the conditioning from pre-school age, biased text 
books, child training canps, use of youths and children as shields - all methods employed by the 
Palestinian authorities? 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

19/10/2004 23:19 
 
Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians”??!!  Are you kidding?!!  The only explanation for 
missing the constant attacks by Palestinian terrorists is that you are biased.  Incredibly!  Do you 
really think educated people don”t see the transparency in your analysis?  Obviously you are 
capitalizing on ignorance. Remember, the killing will end and freedom for Palestinians will happen 
when love their children more than they hate Israelis. 
 

 

20/10/2004 00:19 
 
We were shocked and appalled at your article regarding Israel and its murderous attacks on 
\"civilians\" and, amazingly, comparing Israel”s attacks to the horrible events of September 11th 
in the United States.  How can a prestigious, heretofore intelligent publication blame Israel for 
over 3,000 Palestinian deaths?????  Have you no shame?  Don”t you read the news that reports 
innocent civilians in Israel being targeted by their sworn enemies, these same \"innocent 
Palestinian civilians\" for death over and over again?  You have shamed yourself and should be 
held accountable for this awful slur on the Israeli and democratic peoples. 



 

 

20/10/2004 00:24 
 
The Publishing of the article by Derrick Summerfield in your Journal was totally inappropriate and 
amounts to \"junk\" that should not be in a scientific journal! 
 

 

20/10/2004 00:30 
 
The statements you make are totally false and very biased. Please retract your statement and 
stick to the facts. The palestinian People are very precious to GOD and he doesn”t want 
themdead any more than I do. Arafat is sending his own to death by various means. The truth is 
these people need to stop their attacks on ISRAEL and their own deaths will stop as well. 
I beg you in the name of truth and rightiousness to stop. 
 

 

20/10/2004 00:41 
 
UI just wanted to let you know that your article Palestine is inappropriate for a respected medical 
journal. 
 

 

20/10/2004 00:50 
 
I would like to voice my disapproval with Dr. Derrick Summerfield comparison of the Israel 
Defense Force”s action to those of the Sept 11th terrorist hijackers. I find the comparison 
baseless and dispicable, and as a medical student in New York City with personal experience in 
the Sept 11th attacks, I have lost faith in the editorial board of your journal, and thus my respect 
for your journal. It is a sorry day when a respected journal such as your own can compare the 
acts of terror that changed the face of the world to the acts of a military defending its citizens.  
 

 
Dear Sir 
  
I am writing to complain about the factually inaccurate and one-sided article above. 
On points of fact: 
1) Derrick Summerfield contends that "Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill 
children in situations of minimal or no threat". The author has not served in the IDF, and I also 
doubt that he has ever been present at an IDF briefing prior to setting out on a mission. Had he 
have been at any briefing, he would have heard the rules of engagement being read out to the 
troops. These specifically define the scenarios in which force can be used, namely to prevent loss 
of life to oneself, one's comrades or civilians. In other words, Derrick Summerfield's claim is 
unsubstantiated. 



2) Derrick Summerfield contends that "The Israeli army...has killed more unarmed civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001". This is another 
piece of unsubstantiated fiction, which flies in the face of the statistics (Source: URL no longer 
working). 
Clearly the facts tell a different story to that which your journal reported. 
I am staggered to see that a journal such as yours a) has chosen to enter the political quagmire 
of the middle east conflict, b) having made such a foray, has allowed such a partisan article to be 
published and c) has allowed personal opinion without basis in fact to be presented as factual. 
Clearly the editor of such a publication is responsible for the content appearing in it. Would you, 
as Editor, permit the publication of clinical trial results without verifying the source of those 
results? Of course not! So why have you let your editorial standards slip in this instance? 
  
Yours faithfully 
 

 

20/10/2004 02:04 
 
Dear Kamran Abbasi, 
 
I am writing to object to several extreme positions held by Dr. Summerfield in his article. He 
wrongly identifies the murders of civilians in the 9/11 attack with the war between armed 
Palestinians and Israeli soldiers. The majority of Palestinians killed by the IDF were not unarmed 
civilians but armed militants. It is not the intention of the IDF to kill civilians unlike the attacks of 
the suicide bombers. 
However, my concern is not with Dr. Summerfield who obviously believes his own 
misstatements. It is with your journal and the requirement to publish an opposing view when 
misstatements or opinion are published as fact. I hope you will take note of this objection and 
allow a reputable medical practitioner to rebut Dr. Summerfield”s misstatements.Thank you for 
considering this request. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

20/10/2004 02:06 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi, 
As a biomedical researcher, I am appalled at the publication of Dr. Sommerfield”s October 16th 
piece entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.”  
Not only does this article blatantly distort facts about civilian casualties, ignoring solid research 
which shows that the majority of Palestinians who have died during the Intifada have been 
terrorists and armed combatants, but it leans all together too heavily on unscholarly political 
accusations and propaganda branding IDF soldiers as brutal, intentional child killers. 
Yes, the current situation in the Middle East is horrific and the deaths of innocents should not go 
unaccounted for.  However, this misrepresentation does less than justice to the issue and is not 
only unjournalistic but certainly in poor academic taste. 



I appreciate that the article is listed under \"personal views\" and that space is provided (at least 
on the website) for rebuttals.  However, I must voice that I find this portrayal inappropriate for a 
journal of your quality and focus. 
 

 

20/10/2004 02:17 
 
To the editor: 
Allowing Dr. Summerfield”s article to appear in a medical journal is shameful.  His article was 
lightly veiled as medical while its real purpose was to put forward a political Palestinian tirade.  It 
seems hard to me to condemn Israel when the Palestinians send terrorists to crowded civilian 
areas and blow up themselves and everyone in the vicinity. The situation is desperate, but 
remind Dr. Summerfield of the basic tenets behind Hamas and other radical groups who will stop 
at nothing to destroy the Jews.  So much for medicine. 
 

 

20/10/2004 02:20 
 
Do not distort the health issue in Israel. Shame on you. You should no better about bashing 
Israel 
 

 

20/10/2004 02:41 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi: 
Are you confused by the Medical Journal concept vs. the political opinion trash that has been 
rudely published, an article by Dr. Summerfield. 
Yes, the Palestinian”s have caused a continuation of war-like conditions to fulfil their Jihad and 
the loss of nearly 3,000 of their own. But how does the defensive efforts of the IDF, as 
necessitated by the agression of Palestinian terrorists, have anything to do with a Medical 
Journal.  Save the bad politcswhich are based on blatant misrepresentation of facts, for the 
politcal rags of our day and stick to....Ah.....medicine?  Summerfield”s article is no more that 
anti-Israel twisting of fact, of cause and effect and other blatant twists of reason.  Do you want 
to hear, read or otherwise findout what is really what? 
I will, along wtih millions of reasoned articles fill you in. 
Editorial power should at least maintain the essence of the publication.  This article is far from 
that platform 
 

 

20/10/2004 02:50 
 
I am appalled by Dr. Summerfield”s article, which attempts to compare Israel”s ongoing defense 
against terrorism to Sept 11.  There is absolutely no justification for this, especially the assertion 
that Israeli soldiers target children.  The editorial bias that allowed this article to be accepted 
sullies the reputation of the British Medical Journal. 



 

 

20/10/2004 02:56 
 
In the Oct. 16 issue Dr. Derrick Summerfield reports on the Israel-Palestine conflict and makes 
politically inspired comments about the civilian consequences of a regional military conflict in 
which many Israeli and Palestinian civilions have been caught up in a vicious and meaningless 
cycle of violence.  While I am impressed that the BMJ has chosen to reflect upon humanitarian 
concerns, I am quite disappointed that politically motivated statements are being used in the 
place of clinical reports.  Perhaps Dr Summerfield should consider that a well respected medical 
journal should not become a political soap box.  Worse even is the lack of discretion on the part 
of the editorial staff, who I am sure would never consider adopting such a narrow view on 
matters of scientific endeavour.  Is this the “new world” that we are to expect from medical 
journals?  Is an editorial comment appropriate to redress this deviation from objectivity or are to 
expect more of the same? 
 

 

20/10/2004 03:09 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
You should be ashamed of publishing the Oct. 16th article re: \"Palestine.\"  It was completely 
one-sided and inaccurate. The Journal  should be a sounding board for medical facts and 
evidenced based research, not for lies, deception, and anti-Israel political opinions.   By 
publishing that article you have certainly diminished the esteem of the Journal. 
Please use more consideration in the future. 
 

 

20/10/2004 03:12 
 
Dear Dr. Kamran Abbasi: 
 
What an interesting twist in semantics that you accuse the Israeli army of blatantly maiming and 
killing Palestinian children when the Israeli soliders are merely acting in self-defense.  If you had 
bothered to read any accounts of the fighting, then you would know that the IDF (Israeli Defense 
Force) targets known terrorists and not children.  If any children are killed, it is purely by 
accident and not an intentional act the way it is with homicide-bombers.   
If I can help clarify any points for you, then please let me know.  Otherwise, I”d suggest that you 
subscribe to www.honestreporting.com so that you will become better informed in the future. 
 
Thank you, 
 

 

20/10/2004 03:28 
 



The Real Threat 
It is a shame that you have allowed your publication to become a instrument of the devil. Who is 
the enemy?  It is not Isreal, WMD, or Terrorism. It is the lack of honor among totalitarian states 
that re-write history to foment hate in order to distract their populations. Why is Islam the 
religion of choice for these totalitarian states? Why does the Arab world have so little honor that 
it feels it cannot exist in a world where history has not been re-written to provoke hate?  
The teaching of false history is the real threat. You have become a part of it. You best get back 
on track before it is too late. 
 

 

20/10/2004 03:40 
 
You should be ashemed that you let a medical proffessional express political biased opinions in a 
medical journal.  I would like to see Dr. Derrick Summerfield in the battelfield before he 
expresses his biased opinions 
 

 

20/10/2004 03:48 
 
I commend you on the inclusion of Summerfield”s recent article on Israel in your publication.  
This grossly slanted article will no doubt go a long way toward enhancing the reputation of your 
journal. 
It must be very comfortable to be endowed with a total lack of fairness and morality. 
 

 

20/10/2004 04:16 
 
The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  



 

 

20/10/2004 05:02 
 
I, along with the agreement of my friend Adam are sending this letter to correct this article, 
seeing that its main point is false. In your article, you stated the following:  
 
 The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001. 
However, it is a fact that the MAJORITY of the aproxamitly 3,000 Palestinians were NOT 
\"unarmed Palestinian civilians\" as it is stated in your article, they were \"terrorists and armed 
combatants\" as stated by the Institute for Counter-Terrorism. Another fact is that there has 
been no Palestinian civilian killed, as stated in your article, “with impunity” compairing it to the 
tragedy of 9/11. 
It was later stated as follows: 
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
In your article, you blaim Israel for so many false events, and not even MENTIONING the truth: 
of how Palestinian terror and political corruption made an impact on the horrible state that the 
Palestinian heath system. 
 I suggest that you issue out a timely, prominent correction before your errors are spread and 
disrupt the learning of other people. 
 

 

20/10/2004 05:03 
 
Dear Sir, I am appalled that a Journal such as yours would allow such lies and distortions to be 
printed in your pages.  Dr. Derrick Summerfield is blatantly prejudiced and misinformed, passing 
these dangerous traits on to your readers. Check the facts!  The IDF is no where near the 
terrorist hatered and retaliation of the Palestinians he called unarmed (innocent) citizens.  The 
predominate number of Palestinians killed were  armed terrorists engaged in acts of destruction 
and violence.  The IDF have policies regarding firing if there are civilians near and they are 
followed in the greatest number of cases. Propaganda like this does not belong in a respected 
Medical journal. The geatest reason for ill health among the Palestinians is their  \"government\" 
has little infrastructure to help them.  The Palestinians that I know of would much rather have 
the Israeli”s in charge because then they know they get their medical care and government 
subsidies. I”ve been in Shaare Zedok hospital in Jerusalem and have seen Palestinian and Israeli 
patients in the same room, given the same care.  Palesstinian people can be given free medical 
care there.  They are treated well and respected.  I”ve seen that with my own eyes.  But there 
are no Palestinian hospitals that would do likewise for a Jew. The main reason the Palestinian 
people are suffering is that the PA steals from them, abuses them, charges high \"protection\" 
fees, and has no provisions for building a way of delivering medical help to the people. Using 
these people as pawns to gain world support is immoral, degrading and disgusting.  Then you 
have the nerve to publish outright lies attacking Israel. Your journal has lost credibility. 
 

 



20/10/2004 05:09 
 
The article by Dr. Summerfield was way out of line.  For a medical journal, the intent should be 
in saving lives and not degrading them by not knowing what is going on.  This article compared a 
nation which has fought for its right to survive while being brutally oppressed by other nations 
surrounding it.  For the sake of being a good human being and not a bias one, I will simply 
assume that Dr. Summerfield did not know the true facts behind all of this. 
His statement that the Israeli Defense Force has killed more Palestinian civilians than did the 
hijackers on 9/11/01.  This is simply not true.  Many of these Palestinians that are killed are 
actually militants, trying to kill as many ISRAELI civilians as possible.  Have you heard of a 
homicide bomber?  Most likely not, as they are instead called suicide bombers.  Why, I could 
blow myself up-- then I would be a suicide bomber.  But if I blew myself up and attempted to 
kill, injure, and overall hurt as many people as possible then I would be a homicide bomber.  If 
you compare the ratios of men and women killed, you will notice an alarming difference.  At least 
four times as many women and children have been killed by terrorists in Israel then men.  Now, 
look at how many women and children have been killed by the IDF.  There are substantially few 
women and children. 
In the above examples, I am not counting children soldiers.  Various terrorist organizations 
recruit children.  These people are not desperate.  Compared to Africa, these people live in near 
luxury!  These children with assault rifles, well.  They cannot be considered an innocent child.  If 
they are aiming a rile designed to kill intent on using it for its purpose then they cannot be held 
responsible if they are shot. 
If a 15 year old gang member were to invade your home with an automatic rifle, and a passing 
soldier saw the gang member break in and shoot the gang member before he shot you, would 
you believe the soldier had just committed an act of murder?  These children are pointing rifles 
are other people, and the soldiers are doing their duty.  They are saving people. 
A very interesting statistic comes from the number of supposedly innocent Palestinians being 
compared to the number of Israeli dead.  The Palestinian death toll is higher.  Now, take away all 
the Palestinians that have been killed by participating in attack against Israel and the IDF.  Take 
away the dead that have been caused when trying to plant a bomb and it goes off prematurely.  
Subtract the dead that killed themselves; those who shot their weapons in the air during a 
wedding or a protest, but when the bullets fell down again, killed.  Take all those away.  Now 
take away the relatively few IDF dead.  NOW compare.  Which one is higher now?  If you do not 
know, I suggest reading Alan Dershowitz\\”s book, \\\"The Case for Israel.\\\"  That is where all 
of my statistics come from, in case you did not know.  He cites his sources there. 
Now, moving onwards to your second inflammatory statement. 
\\\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\\\" 
The soldiers do not want to kill.  I have personally met some of them, and they hate having to 
pull the trigger.  But when there is a person, it does not matter what age.  They will kill or would 
and they will aim for whatever part of the body will save themselves.  They will shoot at children 
throwing rocks-- what if one of those rocks is a grenade?  They will shoot at a child with a rifle-- 
because what if that child hits him or her?  None of the soldiers wishes to end up dead, but that 
is in stark contrast to the militant viewpoint-- if they die, they are heros on Earth and in heaven 
they are given 40 virgins and a life that is perfect.  Because they are committing murder they are 
given a life that is perfect? 



I would hope that, as a doctor, you are able to see the error that you made and will do the right 
thing.  That would be to apologize for your mistake, and either remain silent on this topic or do 
far more thorough research before you write and article for a medical journal. 
Please respond to my email address, to allow me to know that you have received this letter.  
Thank you, 
 

 

20/10/2004 05:20 
 
This article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal. 
Who influenced you to write it? 
 

 

20/10/2004 05:22 
 
Your journal”s one-sided account of the Palestinian situation is unfortunate and anti-semitic.  The 
Israelis should not have to be subjected to the terror of fear every time they get on a bus.  How 
come that wasn”t in your journal? 
 

 

20/10/2004 05:24 
 
From your article one would think that your journal is funded by Arafat”s PA. You say that \"The 
Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 
2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" Summerfield labels all 
Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the clear majority of 
Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants 
(according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has been 
deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11. Summerfeld also makes absolutely 
no mention of how Palestinian terror and political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate 
state of the Palestinian heath system.  
It appears you as an editor have failed miserably in making sure your journal presents facts and 
not anti-Israeli political agenda based on lies and distortions. 
 

 

20/10/2004 05:48 
 
It is really sad that in the times we are living in, with so much potential to move forward, there 
can be so much hate, so much violence and on that note, it\\”s just embarassing to realize the 
lack of awareness on the part of those around you.  We all have our own set of freinds, likes, 
interests- things which lead to biases if you will, but in todays world, the biases we\\”ve created 
for ourselves or sometimes those which we have been surrounded by changing the way we are 
able to ration and reason, close us off to the possiblity of another side.  In your article, 
\\”Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes\\”, you state as follows, \\\"the israeli 
army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 200 



than the number of people who have died on September 11, 2001.\\\"  While yes, it is true that 
civilians have died in combat, so have Israelis.  The IDF just supports themselves because the 
unneighborly neighbors are constantly attacking them.  But have the Israeli soldiers ever aimed 
a sharp shooter right through the head of an 8 month old baby while in the arms of her father?  
That is what you call inhumane and the type of things that go on in Israel.  While I am in no way 
saying that Palestinian children do not get hurt in the fight, I am just wanting to show you the 
difference.  Many palestinians infiltrate the minds of their children from early on, with songs and 
ideas of hating and killing.  They are putting their children on the front line.  So they are not 
\\\"unarmed civilians\\\", they are armed the worst weapon of all, they are armed with the hate 
they are brainwashed to beleive, they are armed with  violence and aggression in their hearts.  
And comparing these attacks to the attacks on September 11th, is absurd.  The victims on 
September 11th are what you\\”d call \\\"unarmed civilians\\\" and above all, innocent.  Not 
those who breed hate into the lives of those around them.   
It\\”s difficult to get by without letting our own interests constantly get in the way, but todays 
chaotic and conflicting world demands two things from us, first, that we educate ourselves from 
all aspects of the spectrum and two, that we have compassion for the situation at hand.   
 

 

20/10/2004 06:16 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
 
I was very disappointed to see the article in the BMJ”s Oct 16th issue by Mr. Summerfield.  
Summerfield”s writing is clearly polemical and should have no place in a scholarly journal.  Aside 
from the irrelevance of the piece as a whole, there is simply no comparing the IDF”s reaction and 
counter-terrorism measures to Al Qaeda”s attack (not to mention the suicide bombings of 
Hamas, Islamic Jihad, etc) on innocent civilians.  What Mr. Summerfield failed to mention was 
that of the number he gave, a much smaller number of Palestinian casualities were actually 
innocent bystanders, i.e., non-combatants.  Furthermore, there is a major difference of intent 
between the IDF and Al Qaeda.  The IDF does not intentionally kill Palestinian civilians while 
terrorist groups like Al Qaeda, Hamas, etc, intentionally target women and children be they on 
airplanes or at a pizza parlour.  When civilians die in IDF operations, the army issues apologies 
and launches investigations to minimize such things from happening.  One cannot say this of Al 
Qaeda.  There is no comparison. Palestinian terrorists” well known and documented cynical 
abuse of children both through recruitment of them for suicide attacks and deliberately stationing 
themselves among civilians is a real medical crime (not to mention a violation of international 
law as outlined in the Geneva Conventions).  One need only consider the recent case, where the 
IDF stopped a young retarded Palestinian boy who was supposed to carry out a suicide bombing.  
Upon questioning it became apparent that this child did not comprehend what he was doing and 
told the army he did not want to die.  This is child abuse and attempted murder.  Another 
medical crime is Palestinian terrorists” use of Red Crescent ambulances to transport suicide 
bombers like Wafa Irdis and explosives to attack Israeli civilians and which endanger the 
innocent sick passengers under whom they conceal dangerous weapons.   
I hope you will issue a formal apology and, in future, maintain higher editorial standards for the 
journal.  Polemics have no place in academia. 
 

 



20/10/2004 06:20 
 
please get your facts straight and in addition you should use the journal for medical information 
rather than political misinformation   thanks 
 

 

20/10/2004 06:37 
 
Dr. Summerfield”s article on Palestinian health issues in the recent issue of the British Medical 
Journal was clearly a biased political piece which should never have been published by your 
respected journal.  Consider that the bulk of those Palestinians killed were armed terrorists.  
Lack of mention of this significant point alone leads me to question the motive of the entire 
article.  Balance and fairness should always be considered by the editorial staff when considering 
inclusion of such an article in the future.  Sincerely,   
 

 

20/10/2004 06:38 
 
I must express my surprise and disappointment at your publication of this grossly inaccurate 
article on the current Israel/Palestine war.  Your publishing this false PLO propaganda piece can 
only testify at your naivity or gross bias.   I suggest that you publish a prompt explanation how 
this article slipped through your (any rewsponsible) journal”s fact checking.  Has it anything to 
do  with the fact that you are only acting editor?   
 

 

20/10/2004 06:44 
 
I was disgusted to read that The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one 
of the world”s top four general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled 
“Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.”  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
you should not allow these articles to be printed in your paper 
 

 

20/10/2004 07:07 
 
You don”t know how much I struggled with the title for this letter to the editor for fear that your 
publication will cut and paste this to somehow change the intent of my criticism.  It”s 
unfortunate that a publication with the reputation that you have has sold its soul. Not one word 
about any kind of provocation from the Palestinian side?  Not one word about Israeli children and 
civilians purposely targeted? Not one word about terrorist policy  of hiding among civilians to 



dupe people such as you into thinking Israel is purposely killing civilians? I certainly hope the 
veracity of other articles in your publication is more accurate than this piece.  There are enough 
tabloids in this country as it is. 
 

 

20/10/2004 07:59 
 
I wish to strongly express my disappointment at the BMJ”s lack of peer review of Dr. 
Summerfield”s article (Oct 16). Simple peer review by a balanced panel would have surely 
discounted most of his false claims regarding the actions of the Israeli army.  
 

 

20/10/2004 08:35 
 
To what depths does your otherwise respected journal sink in selecting articles for publication? 
Considering how fast and loose Dr. Summerfield plays with the truth, I would”t consult with him 
over a hangnail! What is a mendacious propaganda tract doing in a scientific journal? Just to set 
the record straight, the overriding majority of Palestinian casualties in this, Arafat”s genocidal 
war against Israel, have been armed combatants and terrorists whose intent has been to kill and 
maim as many Jews as possible in busses, shops, cafes, schools, etc. Israel”s army does not 
deliberately target or kill innocents with impunity. The Palestine health system is primarily the 
victim of the corruption so rampant in the corridors of power of the Paletinian Authority. The 
blame for the woes than beset the Palestinian population can and ought to be placed squarely on 
the shoulders and Arafat and his cronies. 
 

 

20/10/2004 09:00 
 
Dear Sir, 
I would like to object to the agressive anti Israel content of your article by Dr.Derrick 
Summerfield comparing Israel”s actions to protect it”s citizens with the 9/11 hijacker attack.  
There is no mention as to the cause of the latest Interfada and of Yasser Arafats refusal to agree 
to the previous peace agreement \"Saying he wanted all of Jerusalem etc\"   Nor do you mention 
the reason for the Protective wall and that there has been a down turn of terrorist acts as a 
result of it”s construction  These attacks have been almost exclusively againts Israeli citizens 
going about their daily life.   Also the figures you quote have been roundly denied by the 
Institute for Counter Terrorism.  Also you make no mention of the main cause of poor health 
amongst Palestinians harks back to the inadequacies of the management by the 
Palestinian Authorities. 
               Sincerely, 
 

 

20/10/2004 09:28 
 
Dear Editor, 



 
I write simply to congratulate you on publishing the excellent piece by Derek Summerfield on 
Palestine. I am sure you will be coming under intense pressure not to give space in your paper 
for views such as Dr. Summerfield. Please do not give in to this pressure.  
 
Thank you for your integrity and courage. 
 

 

20/10/2004 09:33 
 
Dear Mr Abbasi, 
 
I was shocked by the inaccuracies printed in your Oct. 16 issue in  an article entitled “Palestine: 
The assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compared the 
Israeli army”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers. 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count - approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labeled all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians”- denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield went on to claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head:  
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article made absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
The British Medical Journal prides itself on scientific accuracy but has published an author who 
shows contempt for fact and historical accuracy. This is an embarassment to your publication. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

20/10/2004 10:03 
 
I do think that the situation in Israel is serious enough without contributing to it by irresponsible 
and unresearched comments such as the claim made by Dr. Summerfield. I might add, it also 
makes one wonder about the editorial contribution that allows such ill thought out comments to 
be published in the first place. 
 

 

20/10/2004 10:28 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 



I think Sumerfield”s article was disgracefull. It is packed with lies and distortions. I ma surprised 
that a reputable, Proffesssionalpublication wouls print such rubbish withouts carefull investigation 
as to the true facts. 
 

 

20/10/2004 11:05 
 
I would like to record my protest at the biased article which does no justice to your good name - 
an apology to Israel is in order 
 

 

20/10/2004 11:30 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Without mention of Palestinian terrorism and their own role in bringing Israeli defence operations 
on themselves, Dr. Summerfield\\”s comments make no sense. 
While Palestinian terrorists routinely seek out innocents to kill and to maximize casualties, the 
Israeli army has always sought the opposite.  Strict criteria for shooting ensure soldiers only 
target combatants.  Children and civilians are never targetted and when injuries occur they are 
always accidental and mourned as such. 
Can the Arabs make the same claim? 
 

 

20/10/2004 12:56 
 
I could not understand how can you compare the actions of IDF to protect Israeli people against 
terrorism with terrorism? I think that you should have thought long and hard before publishing 
somthing which so far from the truth. I think you should research your material, check it and 
then ( if it is important for your readers to know ) publish it.  
ISRAEL IS LEGAL, NOBODY THERE IS COMMITING WAR CRIMES. 
 

 

20/10/2004 13:43 
 
I personally believe is wrong to acused Israel of killing Palestinian who have kill more innocent 
people.  Them need to stop killing innocent people. If you treat people right you will be treat 
right in return, so Palestinia need to clean-up they act. 
 

 

20/10/2004 14:16 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi: 
 



I am appalled that the BMJ, one of the world”s most prominent scientific publications would 
engage in blatant anti-Israel propaganda and implict suport of terrorism (Oct. 16 issue: article 
entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” by Dr. Derrick Summerfield).  
The author compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers suggesting that the  
approximately 3,000 Palestinian casualties over the last few years were”unarmed civilians.”  Most 
of them were terrorists or assisting in terrorist actions.  
Where in the BMJ are articles decrying the fact that Palestinian terrorists deliberately target Israli 
women and children, stacking metal and other objects into their bombs in order to inflcit the 
greatest possible damage and suffering?  Where in the BMJ are articles about the fact that in 
Israel a new medical specialty has had to be developed to treat the complex multi-wound 
terrorist victims? 
Please monitor the politics in your journal more carefully and either provide balance or even 
better, prohibit terrorist propaganda from reaching your pages in the first place.  Thank you. 
 

 

20/10/2004 14:26 
 
the amount of lies in your medical journal about jews and israel compares to nazi propaganda. 
you should have a swastika on your cover. 
 

 

20/10/2004 14:30 
 
Sir; 
The article in your issue of October 16, 2004 by Dr. Derrick Summerfield entitled \" Palestine: 
The assault on health & other war crimes\" was recently sent to me. To say the very least, I was 
horrified and appalled by this \"article\". This \"article\" has no place in a respected medical 
journal such as yours since it lacks accurate facts and it is clearly the author”s opinion. It should 
be clearly labeled as such. 
I look forward to you publishing a retraction of this \"article\" as soon as possible or in the 
alternative a factual article on the same subject. 
It behooves a notable scientific journal to stick to the facts and leave the political opinions and 
other garbage to those publications who thrive on that sort of thing.   
I look forward to your response via email at your earliest convenience. 
Thank You. 
 

 

20/10/2004 14:38 
 
In the Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” 
The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers:  
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\"  



The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head:  
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
I am extremely upset and dismayed by the Israel bashing that is taking place in your medical 
journal. 
 

 

20/10/2004 14:39 
 
Instead of blaming Israel and the IDF for the health care woes of the Palestinians, why not focus 
on how lealth care can be advanced for these people and look towards positive ways to effect 
health care directly.  Can”t the other countries in the area be called upon to help these people, 
who are their friends?  Why can”t Joprdan or Syria or Egypt help out these people in a positive 
way?   
 

 

20/10/2004 15:08 
 
SHAME ON YOU for denegrating your publication. Masking your personal political agenda as an 
article on health in order to deceive and influence your readers is cheap, transparent and 
unethical. RESIGN YOUR POSITION. 
 

 

18/10/2004 20:47 

 
What happened to “rigorous”? 
 
The BMJ aims to publish rigorous, accessible and entertaining material that will help doctors and 
medical students in their daily practice, lifelong learning and career development. In addition, it 
seeks to be at the forefront of the international debate on health.  To achieve these aims we 
publish original scientific studies, review and educational articles, and papers commenting on the 
clinical, scientific, social, political, and economic factors affecting health.  
Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” The 
author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers: 
 



The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

20/10/2004 15:24 
 
Dear Dr. Kabrassi, 
I have read the \"PERSONAL VIEWS:  Palestine: the assault on health and other war crimes\" 
and found the article to be biased and factually flawed.  For example, I found no mention of how 
Palestinian terror and political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the 
Palestinian heath system.  Most disturbing, I do not understand how such an article passed the 
process of peer review and why the BMJ has decided to publish an article that is clearly more 
focussed on politics than health care.   
By publishing such an article you discredit the entire journal.   
In protest to this article, I will not submit research manuscripts for publication to the BMJ and 
will not agree to review articles for publication in your journal. 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 

20/10/2004 15:30 
 
it amazes me that the limey attitude that precedes your rotting teeth still lives on in your 
shithole corner of the world.     are you jealous of israel?   i mean, if you had to build a wall 
around your pathetic island to keep your citizens alive and safe from terrorist attacks, then 
maybe you could comment.    but to condemn israel is bogus and bullshit.    piss off you limey 
wankers 
 

 

20/10/2004 15:51 
 
I write to today to express my support for the honest reporting by Dr. Derrick Summerfield in 
your October issue.  His honest and direct reporting on the number of Palestinian civilians killed 
by the Israeli military since 9/2000 is to be supported and encouraged. 



I recently spent a few weeks in the illegally Occupied Territories and was appalled by the Israeli 
sponsored state terrorism against unarmed civilians.  I fully support the branding of such actions 
as \"war Crimes\" \"colonization\" and \"apartheid\".  Both through direct violence (shootings 
and demolitions) and indirect (destruction of any means of a viable economy; civil society etc) 
the Israeli government is doing slow racial cleansing both within the Occupied Territories and 
within the arab populations within Israel. 
The government is doing everything possible to keep the truth from being reported.  Both 
Israelis and Internationals are being kept out of the \"military\" zones. 
Thank you for the courage to report the nature of this crisis. 
 

 

20/10/2004 16:04 
 
I believe your publication had it right the first time.  The sorry state of diabetes care in Gaza is, 
in fact, due to Israeli policies.  No amount of pressure from HonestReporting [sic] can change 
that. 
 

 

20/10/2004 16:28 
 
I have just taken note of the article on Palestine by Dr. Summerfield.  A medical journal is no 
place for unsubstantiated politcal diatribe.  This is especially true when the article in question is 
full of demonstrable inaccuracies.  A scientific paper would not be published without confirmation 
of alleged facts.  In this particular case, since the subject is one of intense controversy, a 
rebuttal paper should have been published side-by-side. 
 

 

20/10/2004 16:11 
 
Dear Kamran: 
 
The obviously and overwhelmingly biased report by Derrick S is an 
insult to your readers and a shame on the British Medical Journal. 
Please advise how you could allow such false unbalanced views to be published in your formerly 
outstanding Journal? Who were the reviewers? And will you publish a fair reply? 
 

 

20/10/2004 16:28 
 
Mr Abrassi, 
It”s a shame that a medical journal with the prestige of The British Medical Journal becomes 
politically motivated to print such a nasty biased report by Dr. Summerfield blaming Israel for 
the plight of the Palestinian people.  He does not even attempt to balance the article presenting 
the true facts that Palestinian terrorists are truly the ones causing problems for the Palestinian 
people by ruthlessly using suicide bombers to kill innocent civilians in many of Israel”s cities.  



Perhaps you and Dr. Summerfield do not wish to begin to understand the history of this conflict.  
Israel is wanting peace while the Palestinian terrorists are trying to prevent it.  What is Israel 
supposed to do....sit back and take a beating while terrorists invade their country or fight back? 
It might be interesting for you  to read up on your history since the British have been more than 
complicit in helping to create the problems in Israel, ie....The Balfour Declaration of 1917, which 
they never followed through with, and the British abandonment in 1948.    
 

 

20/10/2004 17:01 
 
article:The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
Even if you print an personal view, as editor you have a responsibility and should write an 
editor”s note letting yr readers know that you do NOT support all these lies and progapanda. 
The aligations are too stupid to respond to, but just to the most insulting ones I”like to 
comment: 80 times more Palestians died thru the hands of Arabs  (Jordan 1972=15.000 dead 
and Libanon approx. 4.000)than by the Israeli war against terror (approx. 1200) 
 

 

20/10/2004 17:01 
 
  shame and disgrace on your journal. 
  Israel has lost many  lives to suicide bombers and you dont care . 
 

 

20/10/2004 17:07 
 
The BMJ “s deliberate misrepresentation of facts, (dare I say deliberate lies?) hell yes.  Your 
deliberate lies hope for the result of turning political opinion to the support of mid-east terrorism 
which Israel has been fighting alone for decades. 
Your deception is not working.   
Here in the US more and more people realize that the the Palestinian leadership has been and 
remains a bunch of Islamic thugs who care not a whit for their own people and gain noteriety 
and money from attacking Jews.  The mid-east is a mess NOT because Israe, a democracy 
stands up to terrorism but also because publications like the BMJ give succor to terrorists with 
lies.  This is what creates an unsafe world.  WAKE UP. Or are you wide awake implementing your 
agenda.  The later, I believe. 
 

 

20/10/2004 17:45 
 
since bmj is one of the most reputable med journals in the world it behooves you to verify the 
info in print, especially since your target audience represent the leading religions in the world. 
 

 



20/10/2004 18:03 
 
This email is in response to the BMJ”s Oct. 16th article by Dr. Derrick Summerfield, entitled, 
“Palestine:  The assault on health and other war crimes”. 
I would like to express my outrage and disgust at Dr. Summerfield”s ignorant article.  To 
compare the deaths of 9/11 with the death”s of the palestinian”s by Israel is preposterous and 
totally incomparable!!  Dr. Summerfield is flaunting his pathetic bias and total ignorance of facts.  
In 9/11, 3,000 INNOCENT VICTIMS” lives were taken--in palestinian deaths- less than 3,000 
AGGRESSORS and TERRORISTS lives were volunteered!!! 
KEEP YOUR BIASEs and IGNORANCE TO YOURSELF, DR. SUMMERFIELD!! 
 
Signed, 
 

 
20/10/2004 18:24 
 
Could you please confirm the following quotes from the Oct. 16 issue an article entitled 
“Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” 
\" The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001. \" 
And 
\" Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
I would also like your opinion about their accuracy. 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

20/10/2004 18:46 
 
… Has sent you an article from Haaretz 
The URL is [not working] 
Enclosed is an article from Haaretz showing it is possible to be Israeli, Jewish and critical of what 
oyur country does.   
 

 

20/10/2004 18:35 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
I think it is embarrassing that you would publish the recent article by Derrick Summerfield.  It is 
filled with inaccuracies and false statements that are clearly provacative and meant to sow an 
anti-Israeli and anti-Semitic sentiment.  His quote that \"Clearly, soldiers are routinely 
authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no threat\" is absolutely unfounded 
and unmerited.  The Israeli Army upholds the strongest values and virtues and exercises great 
restraint in most if not all situations.  I think making the statement he made is libelous and has 



no place in a respected journal such as yours.  I suggest you write an editorial condemning his 
comments and showing your readership that you are an ethical and balanced editor, free of any 
political agenda.  Thanks for reading. 
 

 
20/10/2004 18:36 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
 
How sad to see a reputable journal compromised by political propaganda.  In Dr. Summerfield”s 
October 16th article on health care in the Palestinian areas, there is a failure to mention that 
many of the individuals killed by the IDF in that area are not innocent civilians, but members of 
various terrorist organizations like Hamas (unlike the 9/11 victims, who were merely going to 
work that day).  Summerfield further fails to distinguish between targeted civilians (as is the 
case with homicide bombings) and civilians accidentally killed during military maneuvers.  He 
also fails to mention that the state of healthcare in the Palestinian areas is largely due to 
corruption (i.e. Arafat”s wife living like a princess on millions in Paris, money that was targeted 
by the EU and UN to go to the Palestinian people themselves, for healthcare and other services).  
He further fails to mention that Palestinian terrorists often use hospitals, ambulances, and other 
health services as places to hide out, and to store their weapons which are being used against 
innocent civilians in Israel (case in point:  hospital in Bethlehem, just a few months ago).  And 
he further fails to mention that when wounded, Palestinians are treated to the same excellent 
care in modern Israel hospitals that any citizen is, EVEN WHEN THOSE WHO ARE WOUNDED ARE 
TERRORISTS (I question Israel”s wisdom on that one!)  In short, Dr. Summerfield”s article is full 
of failures (bad jouranlism?  Intentional manipulation?) and is unworthy of your journal.   
 

 

20/10/2004 19:25 
 
I am appalled that a prestegious journal such as yours would print an article with so much biased 
misinformation as the one by Dr. Summerfield regarding the casualties in the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.  It totally ignores the facts regarding the true cause of the conflict, that most of the 
Palestinian casualties were armed combatants, that children are frequently used as shields by the 
Palestinians, and that Israel does not deliberately target civilian non-combatants.   
Please be more careful before publishing articles by individuals whose purpose is to forward their 
one-sided, unsupported political agenda. 
 

 

20/10/2004 20:22 
 
Medicine is like a form of terrorism- terrorize the body, (and make a bundle of money- like 
Yasser Arafat does) until it is so useless that the patient is dead but the disease is cured.  
So it is no wonder that your pro- terrorist article on Palestinian deaths without mention of the 
purposeful and celebratory killing of Jews by Palestinians and other Arabs is placed in this 
journal. An appropriate place for it! 
 



 

20/10/2004 20:25 
 
Dear Sir, it is utterly absurd to include this in the BMJ.  I have read this journal for years, since 
my medical school training, and am shocked to see such rhetoric.   
     You are using the BMJ as a political platform.  That is wrong. 
     I also disagree with the content of your politcal position, but I respect your right to have such 
an opinion.  Again, it is inappropriate to include it in the BMJ. 
 

 

20/10/2004 20:48 
 
How unfortunate that the BMJ should stoop to dishonest reporting. The next step is irrelevancy 
and finally you shall exist no more as other irrelevant, non existant businesses have found. 
 

 

20/10/2004 21:08 
 
Sir, 
    Allow me to voice my displeasure with your article on the Palestinian situation. It does not 
befit a respected medical journal such as yours to enter into the malay of lies and politics that 
surround so much of the reporting on that area of the world. Your factual information, even when 
true is certainly selective, and presents one side of a difficult situation without representing the 
other side nor the many and issues involved.  
    May I suggest that you restrict your reporting to scientific fact, and leave the hypothecating 
and lies to the mainstream press.  
 

 

20/10/2004 21:50 
 
I was very disturbed to learn that your respected medical journal published a biased and 
inaccurate article by Dr.Derrick Summerfield. 
He falsely charged Israel of deliberate child killing,apartheid and war crimes. 
He never mentioned Palestinian terror or corruption. 
 

 

20/10/2004 22:15 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
I respectfully disagree with your choice to include the abovementioned article in your respected 
medical journal.   
Please consider the following: 
The majority of Palestinians killed since September 2000 are in fact “terrorists and armed 
combatants” as stated by the Institute for Counter-Terrorism; absolutely no Palestinian civilian 
has been deliberately killed “with impunity” unlike the deaths of 9/11; in the context of labeling 



Israel as guilty of war crimes, deliberately child-killing, illegal colonization and apartheid, it is 
remiss not to mention that Palestinian terror and political corruption are contributors to the 
unfortunate state of the Palestinian health system. 
I am most grateful for you to consider this in future publications.  Many thanks. 
Sincerely, 
 

 

20/10/2004 22:52 
 
This political, falsely written articlen has no place in your worthy Journal.  It demeans you. 
 

 

20/10/2004 22:54 
 
How can a reputable publication like yours print such nonsense and uncorroborated fiction?  One 
would think you would use the same research to back up your facts printed in your publication as 
you would in medicine.  If you want to know the truth about what is going on with the 
Palestinians, then research reputable unbiased accounting.  Included in your  Oct. 16 issue an 
article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick 
Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ? approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ? denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the  Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian 
has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ? in stark contrast to 9/11. 
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
I believe a retraction and apology is due to the Israeli Government and your readers who have 
come to view your publication as being reputable. 
 

 

20/10/2004 22:55 
 
The British Medical Journal included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 



The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001. 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count &#8213; approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” &#8213; denying the fact that 
(1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” &#8213; in stark contrast to 9/11. 
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
THIS ARTICLE IS HIGHLY INAPPROPRIATE FOR A RESPECTED MEDICAL JOURNAL! 
 

 

20/10/2004 23:14 
 
The state of affairs is pretty dismal when one can write in a medical journal about the politics of 
the Israeli Palestinian conflict, and not even mention the inherent weakness of the Palestinian 
Authority, and its corruptness.  Another article should be written about the troubles Palestinians 
have brought on themselves, or the article by Dr. Summerfield should be retracted. 
 

 

20/10/2004 23:44 
 
If you intend to blast Israel for the killing of Palestinians, then blast the Palestinians for killing 
the Israelis.  Suicide bombers deliberately target infants and mothers, as well as other so called 
\"combatants\".  What about the health care issues there? 
Your article was blatantly anti-semitic, which of course is quite popular these days.  You want to 
be editor for a medical journal, then keep your opinions out and tell both sides of the story. 
 

 

20/10/2004 23:48 
 
The BMJ will lose its credibility by acting in a political fashion. No editor should allow these biased 
reports to pass. 
 

 

21/10/2004 00:09 
 
In a recent article in the British Medical Journal, your paper compared the deaths of \"unarmed 
children\" etc. killed by Israelis to the deaths of the victims of the 9/11 terror attacks.  You 
should be ashamed.  Most of the Palestinian victims have been armed, were not children, and 



children are not targeted by Israeli soldiers to be killed.  If Palestinian terrorists use children as 
shields etc. then in some situations, I am sure there are regretable results.  As far as I know, 
Hadassa and the Israeli medical community routinely do many procedures to help Palestinian 
children, from open heart surgeries to minor medical procedures.  Get your facts straight before 
you air your askewed perceptions in a reputable journal. 
 

 

21/10/2004 00:29 
 
I would like to thank BMJ for its publication of Summerfield”s splendid piece on Palestine.  I have 
traveled to the Occupied Territories many times and have seen the devastation done to the 
medical system there.  Summerfield tells the truth, and BMJ has done a service in helping to get 
that truth to the public.  When those who seek to pressure you to retract this piece come upon 
you (as they certainly will) keep in mind that they support, consciously or unconsciously, the 
horror that is now being committed in Palestine.  Their complaints should be treated accordingly.  
 

 

21/10/2004 00:42 
 
Your outrageous attack on Israel is a one sided and distorted.  The Palestinians have been 
harmed more by their Arab brethen than by any other group. The dismal conditions of the 
refugee camps that have breed illness and murderous hatred are  a direct result of the 
surrounding Arab countries who are using the Palestinians to keep the Middle East festering. 
 

 

21/10/2004 00:56 
 
I am deeply shocked and offended that your organisation has been a party to the continuing 
anti-semitic bashing of Israel. please examine your concience and your policy regarding the place 
for truth and right thinking on this issue. 
regards, 
 

 

21/10/2004 01:23 
 
Dear Kamran Abbasi 
 
 I am appalled as you are at what is happening, but I am equally appalled that you are so 
lowering the standards of this professional journal as to publish Sommerfield”s  opinion. 
 Under the circumstances i send you my long response in the hope that something constructive 
might emerge. I  trust you will publish my response and consider apologizing as did the Editor 
Diabetes Voice, who, I believe has  also honourably resigned. 
 No one helps a cause by pubishing wild and ill-considered opinions.  
 No one  who is in  a responsible editorial position should allow such material through as 
Sommerfield”s in a medical professional journal. 



 If you  feel strongly and wish to become politically active then do so privately and do not abuse 
your position as acting editor of a journal that once had higher standards and represents a 
professional organization.  
After all surely at least it might be mentioned that  PA political corruption and mismanagment 
might be playing some part in what Sommerfield rightly condemns, but utterly wildly in a way 
that has no standards that would pass muster in any even less well respected journal. 
  
 yours trulyardSourceID:NT00021602     
 

 

21/10/2004 01:39 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
For shame, indeed for shame. Under your editorial misguidance, an article entitled “Palestine: 
The assault on health and other war crimes” by Dr. Derrick Summerfield was published. 
This incrediably biased, polemic tirade against Israel will forever be a stain on your journal. 
I beg your resignation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

21/10/2004 01:39 
 
Shame on you for publishing the outgragously inaccurate, biased, and willfully political article by 
Dr. Derrick Summerfield in what you prurport to be a medical journal.  You shd feel ashamed of 
using \"science\" as a cover for clearly political views.  Why not come out and say what you think 
in a political forum where you are much more likely to be taken to task than hide behind your 
journal? 
 

 

21/10/2004 02:26 
 
Dear Mr.Abbasi, 
 
It does not fit such serious journal BMJ to publish nazi-style anti-semitic propaganda.  This is an 
outrage. 
 

 

21/10/2004 02:34 
 
The following item may be of interest to you. 

 

http://www.honestreporting.com/�
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     Communique: 18 October 2004      

ISRAEL-BASHING IN MEDICAL JOURNALS 

Two reputable medical journals recently allowed crude anti-Israel propaganda to masquerade on 

their pages as legitimate academic discourse:  

1) The British Medical Journal ―  hailed by the Financial Times as 'one of the world's top four 

general medical journals' ― included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled 'Palestine: The assault 

on health and other war crimes.' The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF's acts 

to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers:  

The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 

September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  

The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ― approximately 3,000. 

Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties 'unarmed civilians' ― denying the fact that (1) the 

clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 

combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian 

has been deliberately killed 'with impunity' ― in stark contrast to 9/11.  

Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 

upper body and head:  

Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of 

minimal or no threat. 

Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of 'war crimes,' deliberate child-killing, illegal colonization 

and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and political 

corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  

2)  The June 2004 edition of Diabetes Voice ― a quarterly publication of the International 

Diabetes Federation ― included a report on that disease in the Gaza Strip. Here's the abstract, 

which appeared in bold print at the top of the article:  

The year 2003 marked the 55th anniversary of the Nakba (cataclysm) of the Palestinian 

people. In 1948, according to the United Nations Conciliation Commission, 760,000 

Palestinians were evicted from their cities and villages, hundreds of which were razed to 

the ground. What remains of the Palestinian people's land is now split between the West 

Bank of the river Jordan and Qita Ghazzah (Gaza Strip), and remains occupied by Israeli 

military forces and settlers. In 2003, the second uprising, or Al-Aqsa Intifada against this 

occupation entered its third year. Panagiotis Tsapogas, Medical Co-ordinator of the Greek 

section of Mdecins Sans Frontires (Doctors Without Borders) in Gaza, 2002-2003, reports 

on the difficulties faced by Palestinian people with diabetes in Gaza, and makes a call for 

the provision of improved diabetes care in the region. 

NGO-Monitor, which promotes accountability of non-governmental organizations active in the 

Mideast conflict, responded: 

This short abstract consists of a blatantly political attack that has little or nothing 

http://bmj.bmjjournals.com/cgi/content/full/329/7471/924�
http://www.ict.org.il/articles/articledet.cfm?articleid=439�
http://www.diabetesvoice.org/issues/2004-06/�
http://www.ngo-monitor.org/�
http://www.spme.net/RESPONSE/gsdiabetes.htm�


to do with diabetes. The one-sided and highly distorted version of history that is 

presented is based on the Palestinian version of events and vocabulary, and immorally 

ignores the brutality of Palestinian terrorism. It is also entirely inconsistent with the goals 

proclaimed by Diabetes Voice, the International Diabetes Federation, and Medecins Sans 

Frontires.  

The International Diabetes Federation (known, ironically, as the IDF) published an official 

apology for the abstract quoted above, and the editor-in chief of the journal resigned over the 

matter. The abstract was re-written for the publication's archived, website version of the article. 

Not only medical journals have contributed to this disturbing trend of inserting anti-Israel 

rhetoric into ostensibly neutral academic literature.  

Academe, the journal of the American Association of University Professors, included an update 

on Palestinian universities in its Sept.-Oct. 2004 issue (see it here - scroll down to the grey box). 

While lamenting the 'infamous 'segregation wall'' and roadblocks that limit access to Palestinian 

schools, author Mary Gray cites Ramallah's BirZeit University as an example.  

Gray gives no explanation whatsoever why Israel implemented these strictures ― to deny 

terrorists free access to Israel. Moreover, Gray ignores the fact that BirZeit is one of the very 

centers of Palestinian incitement to terror ― Hamas won a recent student body election there by 

featuring exploding models of Israeli buses and claims of prowess based on its success in killing 

more Israelis than the other parties.  

HonestReporting 

 

 

21/10/2004 02:33 
 
The propoganda against Israel expressed by the author of this article as edited by you has no 
place in any reasonable discourse, let alone a scientific journal. Shame on you for being unable 
to reason beyond your petty animosities. 
 

 

21/10/2004 02:36 
 
Israel has never deliberately wounded or killed children or any other Palestinians.  In fact, Israeli 
hospitals provide medical services to Palestinians on an equal level with those provided to 
Israelis.  Your author and editorial staff missed the point that Israeli - caused injuries are 
brought about during defensive actions that are provoked by suicide terrorists. I find it hard to 
believe that a reputable journal such as yours would publish such a slanted and one sided and 
untrue article. 
 

 

21/10/2004 02:36 
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Dear Editor, 
After reading your Oct. 16th issue, I am dismayed that a medical journal of such high reputation 
would sink to such low levels of propaganda and slander. The article entitled \"Palestine: The 
assault on health and other war crimes\" could have been copied straight out of an Al Jazeera 
newspaper clipping. You have allowed the journal to present a comparison between the ruthless 
murder of over 3,000 completely innocent civillians on 9/11 to the death of over 3,000 
Palistinians over a 4 year period, many of whom were armed, strapped with suicide explosive 
vests, on the way to carry out missions of murder and terror, or leaders of internationally 
recognized terrorist groups. Unfortunately, there have also been many UNINTENDED civilian and 
unarmed casualties in Israel”s attempt to defent herself. This is hardly comparable to the cold-
blooded murder that occurred on 9/11.  
I request that you acknowledge this gross error of judgement in allowing this to be published in 
your journal.  
The quotation from your journal that I refer to is: 
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" 
 

 

21/10/2004 03:27 
 
For such a respected medical journal as yours to print not only an inaccurate but inappropriate 
article left me outraged. To say that Israeli soldiers are authorized to shoot and kill children is an 
absurd and false statement. The Israeli army targets terrorists and armed combatants and takes 
great care not to injure innocent civilians, unlike the Palestinian terrorists that blow up buses and 
resturants killing innocent civilians. Why did you leave that fact out? If you want an answer for 
the unfortunate state of the Palestinian health system, why don”t you write an article on 
Palestinian political corruption!    
 

 

21/10/2004 03:39 
 
What unmitigated gall to publish the propaganda piece entitled ,\"Palestine: The assault on 
health and other war crimes\" in your October 16 issue!  Aside from having nothing to do with 
medicine, the article is a boldfaced lie.  Israel has killed \"unarmed Palestinian civilians\" by the 
thousands... Indeed.  They were wearing suicide belts, carrying weapons, lobbing rockets.  
Halloween costumes, I presume.  Israel,as you must well know, does not kill unarmed civilians 
with impunity.  They go to great lengths to avoid killing truly innocent civilians.  Shame on all of 
you! 
 

 

21/10/2004 03:42 
 
Dear Kamran Abbasi,  
 



The last time I checked, medical journals were supposed to be a location where medicine, not 
politics is discussed.  Additionally, as a representative of the medical profession, I would expect 
some type of peer reviewing process, or at least an editorial reviewing process where facts and 
interpretations of those facts are expressed in an accurate manner.  The Oct. 16 issue of your 
journal featured an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.”  The 
author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, spewed rhetoric around carelessly and thoroughly 
unscientifically.  He misrepresented facts and frankly, used your article like some kind of cheap 
tabloid to voice his propaganda, and naught more.  I hope his medical practices aren”t as 
careless as his writing.  I also hope that your journal is more careful about its output in the 
future as well.  In the future, someone should check the accuracy and propriety of your Journal”s 
articles.  I know I won”t be taking your “facts” as reliable anymore. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 

21/10/2004 03:55 
 
1) The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on to claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Do you agree this article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal? Having read this will 
you publish apologies please? 
 

 

21/10/2004 03:57 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi, 
 
I was dismayed with the bias and inaccuracy in the Oct 16 article on Palestine published in the 
BMJ.  The total number of Palestinians killed from Sept 2000 to May 2004 is 2806, but 1326 of 
these are combatants killed by Israelis and 365 of these are people killed either by their own side 



or by themselves. Please see www.ict.org.il for an update on the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
statistics. The analogy to September 11 is not only inaccurate, it is distasteful. Unlike 
Palestinians and the terrorists who struck on September 11, Israelis do not target civilians.   
Thank you for your time. 
 

 

21/10/2004 04:13 
 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

21/10/2004 04:41 
 
In the Oct. 16 issue Dr. Derrick Summerfield wrote an article “Palestine: The assault on health 
and other war crimes.” 
I am completely offended by the comments that were made as they were not only inaccurate but 
extremely anti Semitic.  
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian health system.  
I hope to see an appology in your next issue.  
 

 

21/10/2004 04:48 
 
Two reputable medical journals recently allowed crude anti-Israel propaganda to masquerade on 
their pages as legitimate academic discourse:  
 1) The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers:  
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  



The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on to claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head:  
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
SHAME ON YOU!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

 

21/10/2004 05:00 
 
Political editorials have no business in a medical journal, particularly when they give the false 
impression that they are based on scientific research.  This article makes unsupported, baseless 
statements regarding the Israeli Army”s response to the Palestinian uprising.  According to the 
Institute for Counter-Terrorism, the overwhelming majority of the 3,000 Palestinians killed by the 
IDF since 2001 have been armed combattants and terrorists, not unarmed civillians as claimed in 
this article.  There is no credible evidence that Israeli soldiers have purposely targeted children in 
situations of no or minimal threat, as claimed by the author.  I cannot understand how this 
article passed your journal”s peer review process, or why it was printed. 
 

 

21/10/2004 07:09 
 
Your magazine wrote an article about killing palestinian civilians and compared it to the 
september 11. 
I think this was a too fast conclusion and as a serious magazine you should have wrote 
something more about what`s really happening in this land. Are they really unarmed?  
I wish you and your magazine the best for the future. Talk the whole truth. 
Give me please a feedback on this. 
Best wishes The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians 
since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
 

 

21/10/2004 10:05 
 
Recently an article by Dr. Summerfield titled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes” appeared in your journal. The misleading and hate inducing assumptions he wrote in his 
piece about Israel and the Palestinians are inappropriate. It is one thing to be biased but to be 
innacurate and distort the truth in the manner in which he did is inexcusable. In the future 
please refrain from publishing progagandist lies. 



Thank you 
 

 

21/10/2004 10:21 
 
I am appalled that you would allow an article maligning Israel while portraying Israel an the 
persecutor and the Palestinians as the victims. You make no mention of the terrorism and 
homicide bombings that the Palestinians engage in and the Israeli need to defend their people. 
You cast Israel as the villain. How despicable of you. The nobility of the English people when they 
fought Hitler is certainly betrayed by your obvious anti-semitism.  
 

 

20/10/2004 12:16 

 
For personal a/o Stella Dutton, CEO BMJ publishing group  
                 and  James Johnson, Chairman of BMA council 
I would like to make a formal complaint to the BMA and BMJ regarding the BMJ article : 
Palestine: the assault on health and other war crimes 
                                                                                                                                   
Volume 329 16 October P924                              
As a GP member of the BMA, I was dismayed to see your excellent scientific journal being 
brought into disrepute by allowing it to be used as a mouthpiece for such a grossly inaccurate 
and one sided political diatribe, which can only act as an incitement for racial hatred and do 
nothing to further our heartfelt wish for a true and secure piece for Israeli and Palestinian 
citizens. 
I would like to draw your attention to the ongoing debate raging on the BMJ website in response 
to this unjustifiable piece and the amount of offence it has caused to your members. which has 
led a number of us to question our BMA membership. If you read the responses they detail 
clearly the numerous obvious inaccuracies in the article and it is not necessary to repeat them all 
here.  
However, I must object most strongly to the publication of the blatantly untruthful sentence 
which reads that 'Clearly (Israeli) soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in 
situations of minimal or no threat',  a statement which is obscene and indeed libellous. It is well 
documented that Israeli soldiers have been brought to trial in Israel if there is any question mark 
over how civilian casualties have occured.  
No-one can fail to feel moved by the tragic suffering of Palestinian civilians in the context of the 
violence of the intifada - a four year campaign of terrorism against Israeli civilians and children 
(including school buses). Those of us who have visited Israeli hospitals that treat the tragic 
victims of suicide bombs -filled with nuts and bolts- have seen for ourselves that Arab women 
and children are treated by Israeli doctors alongside Jews and indeed have received organ 
transplants from Israeli victims of terror!  
It is not adequate for the BMA to issue a disclaimer that it grants editorial freedom to the Editor 
of the BMJ; or to state that this was a 'personal view'. 
The BMA and the BMJ have a moral duty to be even handed and politically neutral at all times. It 
is wholly invidious to single out and isolate Israel and Israeli doctors from the international 
community. 



I understand that the BMJ is now searching for a new editor. I would urge you to make it a 
condition of employment that the journal should not be allowed to become a mouthpiece for 
political rhetoric.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

21/10/2004 10:38 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
I write to you again, this time to forward an alternate political/personal view to that published in 
your 16th October issue.  I think you may have opened a proverbial “can of worms”, not only 
because yours is a medical, not a political, journal, but because you chose to print an article that 
was full of bias and lies. 
Please read the following: 
 
Remarks of Brigitte Gabriel delivered at the Duke University Counter Terrorism Speak out -- 
October 14, 2004 
I”m proud and honored to stand here today as a Lebanese speaking for Israel the only 
democracy in the Middle East. As someone who was raised in an Arabic country I want to give 
you a glimpse into the heart of the Arabic world. 
I was raised in Lebanon where I was taught that the Jews were evil, Israel was the devil, and the 
only time we will have peace in the Middle East is when we kill all the Jews and drive them into 
the sea. 
When the Moslems and Palestinians declared Jihad on the Christians in 1975, they started 
massacring the Christians City after city. I ended up living in a bomb shelter underground from 
age 10 to 17 without electricity, eating grass to live and crawling under sniper bullets to a spring 
to get water. 
It was Israel who came to help the Christians in Lebanon. My mother was wounded by a Moslems 
shell and was taken into an Israeli hospital for treatment. When we entered the emergency room 
I was shocked at what I saw. They were hundreds of people wounded, Moslems, Palestinians, 
Christian Lebanese and Israeli soldiers lying on the floor. The doctors treated everyone according 
to their injury. They treated my mother before they treated the Israeli soldier lying next to her. 
They 
didn”t see religion they didn”t see political affiliation, they saw people in need and they helped. 
For the first time in my life I experienced a human quality that I know my culture would not have 
shown to their enemy. I experienced the values of the Israelis who were able to love their enemy 
in their most trying moments. I spent 22 days at that hospital, those days changed my life and 
the way I believe information, the way I listen to the radio or to television. I realized I was sold a 
fabricated lie by my government about the Jews and Israel that was so far from reality. I knew 
for fact that if I was a Jew standing in an Arab hospital I would be lynched and thrown over to 
the grounds as shouts of joy of Allahu Akbar, God is great would echo through the hospital and 
the surrounding streets. 
I became friends with the families of the Israeli wounded soldiers one in particular Rina, her only 
child was wounded in his eyes. 



One day I was visiting with her and the Israeli army band came to play national songs to lift the 
spirits of the wounded soldiers. As they surrounded his bed playing a song about Jerusalem Rina 
and I started crying. 
I felt out of place and started walking out of the room, and this mother holds my hand and pulls 
me back in without even looking at me. She holds me crying and says: \" it is not your fault\". 
We just stood there crying holding each other”s hands. 
What a contrast between her, a mother looking at her deformed 19 year old only child, and still 
able to love me the enemy, and between a Moslem mother who sends her son to blow himself up 
to smithereens just  
to kill a few Jews or Christians. 
The difference between the Arabic world and Israel is a difference in values and character. It”s 
barbarism verses civilization. It”s democracy verses dictatorship. It”s goodness verses evil. 
Once upon a time there was a special place in the lowest depths of hell for anyone who would 
intentionally murder a child. Now, the intentional murder of Israeli children is legitimized as 
Palestinian \"armed struggle.\" 
However, once such behavior is legitimized against Israel, it is legitimized every where in the 
world, constrained by nothing more than the subjective belief of people who would wrap 
themselves in dynamite and nails for the purpose of killing children in the name of god. 
Because the Palestinians have been encouraged to believe that murdering innocent Israeli 
civilians is a legitimate tactic for advancing their cause, the whole world now suffers from a 
plague of terrorism, from Nairobi to New York, from Moscow to Madrid, from Bali to Beslan. 
They blame suicide bombing on \"desperation of occupation\" Let me tell you the truth. The first 
major terror bombing committed by Arabs against the Jewish state occurred ten weeks before 
Israel even became independent. On Sunday morning, February 22, 1948, in anticipation of 
Israel”s independence, a triple truck bomb was detonated by Arab terrorists on Ben Yehuda 
Street in what was then the Jewish section of Jerusalem. Fifty-four people were killed and 
hundreds were wounded. Thus, it is obvious that Arab terrorism is caused not by the 
\"desperation\" of \"occupation\", but by the VERY THOUGHT of a Jewish state. 
So many times in history in the last 100 years, citizens have stood by and done nothing allowing 
evil to prevail. As America stood up against and defeated communism, now it is time to stand up 
against the terror of religious bigotry and intolerance. It”s time to all stand up and support and 
defend the state of Israel, which is thefront line of the war against terrorism. 
 

 

21/10/2004 10:51 
 
you represent a respected medical journal we regularly read. i was apalled at the inaccurate and 
politically motivated article directed against israel in your oct 16th issue. if joining the israel 
bashing bandwagon is what defines you, you will lose all integrity as a medical journal. 
 

 

21/10/2004 01:15  
 
To the editor of the British Medical Journal and the head of the British Medical Association  
 



In the light of the number of anti Israel pro Palestinian material that seems to be finding its way 
into the BMJ  
I would like you to look at the attachments to see the real story about medicine and medics in 
Israel  
I can assure you that these stories are duplicated in hospitals throughout Israel and attempts to 
blacken Israel's name in the medical field are a disgrace to the profession.  
You may be aware that one of the victims of a suicide bomber in Jerusalem was Dr. David 
Applebaum, head of accident and emergency at Shaare Sedek hospital  
As he lay dying his beeper went off to call him to the hospital to aid the Jewish and Arab victims 
of the bomb  
What you may not be aware of is that Israeli doctors fought to save the life of another suicide 
bomber.    Israelis value life above all else which is why the stories that circulate spreading lies 
and misinformation are particularly painful to them and to those of us outside Israel who know 
the truth from first hand experience.  
I look forward to seeing an article balancing the outrageous story in your current edition which is 
filled with those lies and misinformation.  I also hope you will print some of the excellent 
responses that have appeared on your website in relation to this article by Derek Summerfield, 
the vast majority of which condemn your journal for printing unsubstantiated allegations. and 
allowing it to be used as a political propaganda mouthpiece which are found on 
http://bmj.bmjjournals.com/cgi/content/full/329/7471/924.  
I can't help wondering if you were aware that his article is around 6 months old and has 
appeared on at least two pro Palestinian websites.  
Would a member of your staff be willing to accept an invitation to go to Israel to visit hospitals 
etc to see the truth for themselves.  
The perhaps you would be more reluctant to be taken in by biased and false opinions.  
   
PS  Is it a coincidence that on opening your home page it refers to the article as "hot" while 
immediately after it is  
   
Now hiring  
Editor, BMJ    
   
clearly the printing of this article demonstrated a lack of editorial judgement and objectivity but 
you are to be congratulated that you have not shied away from printing so many responses 
online that are critical of the use of the BMJ to publish such ill-researched and biased views  
 

 

 
 

17/10/2004 15:34  

TO THE EDITOR 

BMJ 

Dear Sir 

http://bmj.bmjjournals.com/cgi/content/full/329/7471/924�
http://www.bmjcareers.com/cgi-bin/full-details.pl?id=255094&sr=4&c=145�


Derek Summerfield has a history of making serious and controversial allegations against Israel 
and has been featured on the Palestine Solidarity Campaign website. 

He has written that the military actions taken in Iraq by the USA and the UK were a form of 
terrorism and that both counties lack moral authority. 

His Palestine article (BMJ 16.10.04) is replete with unattributed statistics and unproveable 
anecdotes. I am not aware of ever before having read such a poorly evidenced article in the BMJ. 

There is a proud tale to tell about the Israeli contribution to Palestian Medical welfare and it is 
now important that it be told. I would be grateful for your agreement to accept a well researched 
article of similar length in order to better inform your readers. 

I look forward to hearing from you in the very near future.  

Yours faithfully 

 

 

21/10/2004 13:01 
 
Dear Kamran Abbasi 
Thank you for responding so promptly. But I find your response most worrying and I think 
further evidence of your  incompetence to fill your editorial position and will explain why, hoping 
you will read carefully and treat as a formal complaint this time - something I did not expect with 
my first letter to you. 
What has a Jewish? or Buddhist? or Martian Dr got to do with the level of bias or level of factual 
inaccuracies or demeaning professional level of an article or an opinion? 
I certainly would like this response logged as a complaint about your competence as an editor, 
and also your intelligence if after the informed, responsible and professionally constructive 
material that is properly referenced that I sent you, and bothered to write, you can reply to me 
as you have, in both rejecting its publication and  also  in entirely missing the point of my 
criticism of your responsibility for vetting, even in a 'personal opinion', the level of an article in a 
Journal under your stewardship. 
If by thinking that letting 'a Jewish' Dr respond, you  imagine you are being in some way 'fair' 
and meeting professional medical authoritative criteria for publishing something that met no 
medical professional standards whatsoever,  I consider your response totally irrelevant and 
invalid. However, in my opinion,  worse, it does actually betray a racist bias in yourself, 
conscious or otherwise, that  is further unbefitting to an acting editor of a journal of BMJ's 
previous reputation representing a professional organisation.  
That many rapid responders applaud a personal view while many others do not is  in no way any 
counter-argument to the points I have raised regarding your competence as a professional 
journal editor. I refer back to my original perfectly polite letter to you.  I think your arguments 
and reply  to me further add to what i consider to be  demonstrations of your incompetence to 
edit a journal representing our profession. 
I don't know what your religion or nationality is -that does not concern me - nor your beliefs and 
views about anything. What concerns me is that we have an acting editor at the helm who 
publishes opinions but does not have what is published checked for its factual validity, its 
fairness or bias or appropriateness.  To illustrate and try to get my point over to you, let us 



pretend that I might have a personal opinion that the earth is about to tilt over on its magnetic 
poles or that   we are endangered by little green men excersising thought control over politicians  
or  express a frank prejudiced and paranoid suspicion that you are receiving payments from 
CABU something like that or that Sommerfild may be, and  I submit this piece of opinion  full of 
moral indignation about dangers, or something.  I do hope you would not  see fit to publish such 
unsubstantiated guff. In  the case of Sommerfield's opinions, they are actually of like ilk  in many 
respects, yet you did publish them.  I am objecting on those grounds: You have failed to have 
facts checked, and no  fair opinion is expressed. 
And now, I am frankly further appalled because you do reveal your prejudice in attempting to 
explain you think you  are being 'fair ' because you have asked a 'Jewish' Dr to respond. That is  
what is ridiculous, indeed totally  inept as a response to my article and my criticisms of you. 
Please ensure not just that Jenni, whomever she is, files this as a complaint, but that the 
complaint is actually dealt with fully by an intelligent and unbiased group of people, preferably 
with legal training of a level  of competence so that my arguments can be followed, as you seem 
incapable of comprehending them. 
 Put quite simply - this is a medical professional journal and its pages are being demeaned and 
its reputation endangered by letting Sommerfield-type rantings be opined through its pages. 
Even personal opinions should have some standards  checked and be vetted. 
I  referred to a forthcoming book because it deals with equally horrific situations that have not 
received much publicity in many parts of the world, and deals with them responsibly. I am sure 
BMJ readership knows little about them. 
Likewise I am confident that the Cairo resolutions and recommendation which deserve to be 
published have not been published in the pages of the BMJournal. Perhaps I should have 
submitted them at the time – but they are even more relevant today. 
I tried to introduce a level of constructive professionalism into the  controversy raised by your 
irresponsible publication: I did so carefully, with references leading to many more references, in 
a scholarly way. 
I need to ask and need a reply:  Are you, the acting editor against scholarship? if so you are not 
behaving like a responsible editor- and you know that.  
Does personal opinion  and free expression of opinion in our hands not apply equally to 
publication of valid and careful recommendations after careful deliberation by Drs  and allied 
professionals from Qatar, Palestine, Egypt, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia,Kuwait, Jordan, Pakistan, 
Algeria, Morocco, Northern Ireland, the USA, WHO and Israel??   In my view this is an additional 
point meriting a complaint and investigation, surely? 
How does it happen that my attempt at a constructive and scholarly, indeed very well informed, 
fair,  and unbiased response  is refused publication  in the pages of BMJ [except possibly on www 
- clearly by you without being vetted by others because there's been no time for peer review or 
anything  like that- you have responded too quickly, for that  to have been possible.] Getting  
such information filed or on the web won't help as much as having it published in BMJ itself. Is it 
possible that it  is my criticism of you mixed up that was too valid for you to consider its 
publication? 
You could have  edited out what you find too close to the bone for you personally to tolerate with 
comfort because you know that my criticisms are valid ones, but instead you have responded 
with an irrelevant aside. 
Do you not know that there are Jewish Drs and Israeli Drs and even Palestinian Drs of every kind 
of political  opinion and persuasion?  
There are so many errors in what Sommerfield wrote and the bias is so blatant that to detail a 
response would be futile. Of course the situation is appalling and of course atrocities are 



happening - on both sides. Instead of dealing with the points, I try to show that efforts have 
been made and quashed by the political regime in place.  Factually, you and Sommerfield need 
to know that several of my Palestinian colleagues who tried to work constructively on projects to 
imporave the plight of their own peoples drawing on Israeli professional expertise adn 
conncections and help have been threatened adn poubished by PA? -Note this is not for 
publication because i do not want them to be threatened any further than they already have 
been with imprisonment or their families for  alleged professional 'collaboration'  [and I can refer 
you to them for verification of what i am saying].   Dr El Sarraj has been imprisoned for 
championing Human Rights in Gaza-    and no one need be subjected to the kinds of things that 
happened in Egypt to Professor El Sendiony  at hands of Egyptian secret police after I arranged 
for him to come and give some seminars in Palestinian areas to Palestinian professionals  -  he 
phoned a Palesinian colleague to let him know as he dared not communicate again with me in 
any way –all have been  subjected to threats form PA/PLO/ Hamas etc for 'collaboration'.  The 
situation is not really at all like Sommerfield's picture. 
The stated aim of Hamas is the destruction of Israel step by step.  Every treaty has been broken 
and every possible wrong decision has been made and Palestinian' Arabs'are suffering in quite 
unnecessary ways, and their plight is extreme, but their own PA has also to bear some 
responsibility. The 'War crimes' cant is irresponsible.  I had this argument directly with Abu 
Abbas in Gaza many years ago with him warmly and apologetically holding my hands and being 
apologetic - his hands were tied too-  all this is nothing to do with what the BMJ is about and 
should be publishing. 
Please try better to inform yourself if you insist that you have acted wisely. 
 
Look for instance at the SA comparison: read 
"The ANC & PLO - Israel and South Africa 
<http://www.hopeways.org/e_index.htm> ". Unlike many who talk about the ANC and the PLO, 
this was written by a man  Maurice  Ostroff who actually lived in South Africa, supporting the 
heroic struggle against apartheid with his liberal friends. But the lessons he learned from his 
South African experience are very different from the common perception of Israel and the PLO. 
Unlike the PLO, the ANC struggled for a new South Africa that embraced all people and all 
communities. It could not have been anti-white because it was anti-racist. Claiming that the 
Jewish return to Zion is in itself a racist crime can only sabotage reconciliation and perpetuate 
the conflict. "The time has come," Maurice concludes, "to introduce into the Middle East, some of 
the ANC's concept of reconciliation and love of humanity!" 
The very same position was adopted by Israel's Writers' Association. In a side-frame entitled 
"Bridges Between Jewish & Arab Writers", Prof. Ada Aharoni 
<http://www.hopeways.org/e_ada01.shtml> reports on a special conference that was held in Tel 
Aviv in September, with over 80 Arab and Jewish writers, who decided to work together for the 
cause of peace through culture and literature. Let us hope that this spirit will prevail and lead us 
all to a better future. 
I do not expect you to realise that all this information also exists but to demonstrate to you why 
I am not even going to attempt to demolish the factual basis of Sommerfield's  diatribe. In many 
respects I even share his sentiments - not in their extreme expression. But my attack is on the 
basis of your irresponsibility in publishing something so not worthy of the BMJ 
The MFA  of Israel have released a 39-page report on the last 4 years of the Palestinian terror 
campaign. The report contains useful info, stats, charts, and photos. It can be viewed on line by 
going to http://tinyurl.com/6htnh <http://tinyurl.com/6htnh> and clicking on "attachment" on 



the right hand side. I  think this may inform you of different sides to things. but probably you will 
reject what doesn't fit your prejudices. I do appreciate both sides. 
 
Below is the Table of Contents  
Preface........ 2 <mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581059> 
 
Four years of conflict - general data. 3 
<mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581060>  
 
The effect of the separation barrier on the ability of 
the terrorist organizations in Samaria to 
operate........ 8 <mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581061> 
 
Cooperation between terrorist organizations in the 
territories in the course of the conflict. 11 
<mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581062>  
 
Characteristics of Hezbollah operations in the 
territories 15 <mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581063>  
 
Hezbollah activities with Israeli Arabs 17 
<mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581064>  
 
The involvement of Israeli Arabs in terrorism since 
the start of the conflict....... 18 
<mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581065>  
 
The involvement of East Jerusalem in terrorism 22 
<mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581066>  
 
The involvement of women in terrorism.... 25 
<mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581067>  
 
The involvement of children and teenagers in 
terrorism.... 27 <mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581068>  
 
Involvement of the family unification program in 
terrorism.... 29 <mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581069>  
 
The involvement of illegal residents in terrorism 31 
<mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581070>  
 
Confiscation of terrorism funds................. 33 
<mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581071>  
 
The Kassam rockets...... 35 
<mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581072>  
 



The use of tunnels in terrorism.... 37 
<mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581073>  
 
Terrorist activity from prisons in 
Israel................. 40 
<mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581074>  
 
The involvement of the Palestinian security forces in 
terrorism 41 <mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581075>  
 
Notable examples of upgrading and improving attack 
scenarios... 44 <mhtml:mid://00000027/#_Toc84581076>  
 
Finally please read the following:  would you dare publish it? Or would that be against your bias? 
It is definitely a more valid opinion than  that an of Somerfield because it is based on real 
experience. 
 
Sent: Monday, October 18, 2004 11:42 PM 
Subject: A Lebanese brave woman.  
 
A Survivor of Palestinian Tyranny Defends Israel 
By Brigitte Gabriel <authors.asp?ID=2779>  
 
FrontPageMagazine.com | October 15, 2004 
  
(Below is Brigitte Gabriel's speech delivered at the 
Duke University Counter Terrorism Speak-Out, held 
Thursday, October 14, 2004. Her original speech can be 
viewed on Phyllis Chesler's website 
<http://www.phyllis-chesler.com/>  -- The Editors)  
  
I'm proud and honored to stand here today as a Lebanese speaking for Israel -- the only 
democracy in the Middle East. As someone who was raised in an Arabic country, I want to give 
you a glimpse into the 
heart of the Arabic world.   
I was raised in Lebanon where I was taught that the Jews were evil, Israel was the devil, and the 
only time we will have peace in the Middle East is when we kill all the Jews and drive them into 
the sea.  When the Muslims and Palestinians declared Jihad on the Christians in 1975, they 
started massacring the Christians city after city. I ended up living in a bomb shelter underground 
from age 10 to 17 without electricity eating grass to live and crawling under sniper bullets 
to a spring to get water.  
It was Israel that came to help the Christians in Lebanon. My mother was wounded by a Muslim's 
shell and was taken into an Israeli hospital for treatment. When we entered the emergency room 
I was shocked at what I saw. There were hundreds of people wounded, Muslims, Palestinians, 
Christian Lebanese and Israeli soldiers lying on the floor. The doctors treated everyone according 
to their injury. They treated my mother before they treated the Israeli soldier lying next to her. 
They didn't see religion. They didn't see political affiliation. They saw people in need and they 
helped.   



For the first time in my life, I experienced a human quality that I know my culture would never 
have shown to its enemy. I experienced the values of the Israelis -- who were able to love their 
enemy in their most trying moments. I spent 22 days at that hospital. 
Those days changed my life and the way I listen to the media. I realized that I had been sold a 
fabricated lie by my government about the Jews and Israel that was so far from reality. I knew 
for a fact that if I was a Jew standing in an Arab hospital, I would be lynched and thrown over to 
the grounds as shouts of joy of “Allahu Akbar” (God is Great) would echo through the hospital 
and the surrounding streets.   
I became friends with the families of the Israeli wounded soldiers, one in particular Rina, her only 
child was wounded in his eyes.   
One day I was visiting with her and the Israeli army band came to play national songs to lift the 
spirits of the wounded soldiers. As they surrounded Rina's son's bed playing a song about 
Jerusalem, Rina and I started crying. I felt out of place and started waking out of the room, and 
this mother holds my hand and pulls me back in without even looking at me. She holds me 
crying and says: “It is not your fault”. We just stood there crying holding each other's hands. 
What a contrast between her, a mother looking at her deformed 19 year old only child, and still 
able to love me -- the enemy, and between a Muslim mother who sends her son to blow himself 
up to smithereens just to kill a few Jews or Christians.   
The difference between the Arabic world and Israel is a difference in values and character. It's 
barbarism versus civilization. It's dictatorship versus democracy. It's evil versus goodness.   
Once upon a time, there was a special place in the lowest depths of hell for anyone who would 
intentionally murder a child. Now, the intentional murder of Israeli children is legitimized as 
Palestinian “armed struggle”. However, once such behavior is legitimized against Israel, it is 
legitimized everywhere in the world, constrained by nothing more than the subjective belief of 
people who would wrap themselves in dynamite and nails for the purpose of killing children in 
the name of God.  
Because the Palestinians have been encouraged to believe that murdering innocent Israeli 
civilians is a legitimate tactic for advancing their cause, the whole world now suffers from a 
plague of terrorism, from Nairobi to New York, from Moscow to Madrid, from Bali to Beslan , a 
plague of terror which has been authored and perfected by the Palestinians for the last half 
century . 
They blame suicide bombing on "desperation from occupation." But let me tell you the truth. The 
first major terror bombing committed by Arabs against the Jewish state occurred ten weeks 
before Israel even became independent. On Sunday morning, February 22, 1948, in anticipation 
of Israel's independence, a triple truck bomb was detonated by Arab terrorists on Ben Yehuda 
Street in what was then the Jewish section of Jerusalem. Fifty-four people were killed and 
hundreds were wounded. It is obvious that Arab terrorism is caused not by the “desperation from 
occupation”, but by the VERY THOUGHT of a Jewish state.  
So many times in history in the last 100 years, citizens have stood by and done nothing, allowing 
evil to prevail. As America stood up against and defeated communism, now it is time to stand up 
against the terror of religious bigotry and intolerance. It's time for all of us to stand up and 
support and defend the state of Israel, which is the front line of the war against terrorism.  
 
Yours truly 
 

 

21/10/2004 13:04 



thank you for taking the time to talk to me this morning as we agreed my letter is attached - as i 
said, it is a response, but not rapid in the sense of speedy and off  the cuff, and also not meant 
to clog the system with one vantage point!  although i have tried to be as brief as i can in this 
letter, as i also explained - there are key issues of personal expertise / experience / attitude 
which it is essential should be understood in perspective before one can then relate to 
summerfield's comments about apartheid and medicine - and it is this last part of the personal 
view which has to be very explicitly refuted 
 
ForwardSourceID:NT00021702     

 
 

21/10/2004 12:44 
 
Dr. Summerfield”s article on Israel is false and defamatory. Civilians do get hurt and killed in 
every war. That is a fact of life. However, Israel has taken unusual care to minimize civilian 
casualties. Summerfield”s claim that Israeli soldier deliberately wound children is utter rubbish. A 
major problem Israel faces in protecting her civilians from terrorism, is the terrorists”s strategy 
of locating their bomb factories and training camps in the middle of civilian areas. False and 
malicious articles such as this undermine the integrity of your magazine.  
 

 

21/10/2004 13:44 
 
Hello, 
 
I am an Israeli citizen, born and brought up in the UK. I studied medicine in the UK and read the 
BMJ occasionally. I didn”t like the article written by Dr. Derrick Summerfield on October 16th 
2004 because it was totally one-sided and misportrayed the Israeli army. Only a few days ago on 
TV in this country, hospitals in Israel were shown taking in Palestinians from all over the Gaza 
strip due to inadequacies in Palestinian hospitals. The IDF does its best to ensure no civilians are 
killed and it”s about time the BMJ realises who the Israelis are fighting: terrorists. 
 

 

21/10/2004 14:26 
 
The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  



Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
I am shocked that this misinformation, and for that matter, general topic manner has been 
published in a scientific journal and believe it is your duty as as scientist to to convey your non-
scientific opinions in other forums, not to hijack such an esteemed periodical for personal gain. 
 

 
 

21/10/2004 13:19 

 
Could i please send my heartfelt support;empathy and congratulations on your article in the BMJ 
documenting violations and war crimes by the Israeli military. I understand that there have been  
unjustified attacks on your pointing out of theses crimes by certain persons but i would urge you 
to carry on your principled and equitable stance. 
                                     THANKYOU 
 

 

21/10/2004 15:13 
 
I write to protest your recent anti- Israel bias in a pseudo-medical article, in the article on 
Palestine in the October edition. 
We abroad understand that British press is very anti-Israel, so that your writers may have 
absorbed this bias as fact, but there are still many in the world who can see that Israel is 
struggling to survive against murderous enemies.  The Israeli army, at great cost to themselves, 
tries to fight the Palestinian initiated battle as humanely as possible.   
When your children get blown up eating pizza, let”s see what you think then. 
 

 

21/10/2004 15:30 
 
Shame on you for allowing blatant lies and one-sided political half truths to pass for a medical 
report. 
Summerfield completely ignores the effect of Palestinian terrorism,  and Israeli reactions to 
terrorism on the welfare of Palestinians. 
Summerfield inaccurately portrays the majority of Palestinian deaths as resulting from intentional 
killing of unarmed civilians by the Israel army. 
Summerfield completely ignores the existence of armed Palestinian terrorists using civilians as 
shields and shelter while attacking Israelis. 
Summerfield completely ignores the rampant corruption of the Palestinian Authority, which 
supports terrorists ,while destroying Palestinian infrastructure by diverting aid away from the 
Palestinian people. 



If you leave these questions unanswered, you are editorially complicit in this farce of a medical 
article.!  Are you simply naive or do you take your readers for utter idiots? 
 

 

21/10/2004 15:43 
 
I recently read of the remarks made by Dr. Summerfield in the Oct 16 issue of your journal.  I 
avidly read many articles produced by the British Medical Journal, though at this point I am quite 
appalled.  Not only were his comments untrue and exaggerated, there is no place for them in a 
journal of medicine.  I ask you to apologize to your readers and correct Dr. Summerfield”s 
comments.  I stop short of asking for his resignation. 
 

 

21/10/2004 16:23 
 
Dear Editor Abbasi, 
I was surprised and dismayed to read the article “Palestine:  The assault on health and other war 
crimes” in the October 16 issue of BMJ. I was shocked that you chose to publish such blatant 
propaganda and distortion of the truth.  Dr. Summerfield made so many false statements that it 
is hard for me to choose which comments to critique.  He writes \"The Israeli army, with utter 
impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number 
of people who died on September 11\".  This is offensive on several levels.  The majority of 
Palestinian deaths are of armed combatants and known terrorists.  There were no terrorists 
present in the World Trade Centers.  The Israeli attacks are a measured response to terrorism 
within their own country; would Britain act differently if organized and state supported terrorists 
were attacking their shores?  As an American, I am offended by your journal”s attempt to 
minimize the pain inflicted to the USA and the world on 9/11 by the faulty comparison made by 
Dr. Summerfield.  In addition, the comment that soldiers are routinely \"authorized to shoot to 
kill children in situations of minimal or no threat\" is just ridiculous!  Israel is a Democratic 
country.  Israeli Arabs have full voting rights and are elected to high office.  I do not think they 
would allow such activity.  Let us compare that situation to Palestine.  Jews do not live under the 
rule of the Palestinian Authority, or really in any Arab country.  Why?  Because unlike Israel, the 
Arab world is made up primarily of antisemitic totalitarian regimes that do not tolerate the 
existence of Jews. 
You should be ashamed to have published such garbage, especially in a previously well-regarded 
journal. 
 

 

21/10/2004 16:19 
 
the false and rabid anti israel bashing prevlant in this article disgraces your repected journal.why 
was it permitted?  
 

 

21/10/2004 16:24 



 
Dr.Summerfields article regarding The Palestine assualt on Health etc.....is so filled with 
information that is totally untrue.  The IDF do not shoot and kill children,and they attack 
terrorists not innocent palestinians.  The whole article I found to be quite disturbing in a BMJ 
magazine which is not suppposed to carry biased unfair and particularly untrue reports. 
 

 

21/10/2004 18:39 
 
i am in deep disgust of what was written in your respected journal on oct.16: 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\"  
how can u ompare the brutal killings of sept. 11, to israel defending themselves from terror? 
it is people like you who allow these terrorist to keep going. 
i hope you never have to hear of a fellow peer of yours being killed by these disgusting arabs. 
 

 

21/10/2004 18:52 
 
Do You really believe that by allowing your publication to print false and libelous information, 
that you will escape unscathed? Falsehood will eventually be unmasked. 
 

 
October 20, 2004 9:26 AM 
 
Dear Dr. Bonaccorso,  
   
As a member of the Editorial Board to the British Medical Journal you should be aware of the 
following article entitled 'Palestine' in the October 16 edition.  Among the many distortions the 
following is most glaring:  
The statement, "The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian 
civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001" is 
utter distortion.  The vast majority of Palestinian casualties were armed terrorists and every 
civilian casualty is investigated by the Israeli Defense Force and if such casualties are deemed 
wanton and deliberate strong action is taken against the offending soldiers.  
And why was there no mention in the article of the cause of the Palestinian uprising that began in 
2000. At Camp David with President Clinton, then Prime Minister Ehud Barak offered an "end of 
conflict" deal to Yasser Arafat and it was rejected - 97 percent of the West Bank and Gaza with 
the additional 3 percent from Israel proper with Palestinian control of the Temple Mount. This 
was rejected and Arafat started the terror campaign to break the will of the State of Israel. This 
longing to destroy the Jewish State is the reason Israel must defend itself.  
Please inform the Journal to tell the truth.  The first commitment of a physician is to do no harm.  
These fabrications feed the bloodlust of the terrorists and destroy any chance for peace.  
   
Sincerely,  
 



 

21/10/2004 20:27 
 
Mr. Abbasi 
 
To allow such a bias article to be published in what I believed was a reputable article is utterly 
despicable and shows your personal bias to be introduced into your journal. You probably know 
the truth and fail to see it. 
I will cancel my subscription and encourage others to do so, till you are no longer in any position 
to influence this journal. 
I can only hope that your faith can enlighten you to the truth. 
 

 

21/10/2004 20:33 
 
Your Oct. 16 article “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes”  compares the IDF”s 
acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers. 
It labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the facts that a huge majority of 
Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants, and no 
Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Your claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the upper body and 
head, \"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal 
or no threat\" is false and defamatory. 
You falsely brand Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal colonization and 
apartheid, and make no mention of how Palestinian terror and political corruption have 
contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system, or how Palestinian terrorism 
has unfortunately made Israel one of the leading countries with expertise in treating trauma, 
including nail-packed bombs, bombs with rat poison, and other real crimes aaginst humanity. 
Israel, like any country, must defend itself against heartless terrorism. You fail to recognize that.  
Sincerely, 
 

 

21/10/2004 21:11 
 
it is unmitigated gall such as yours in publishing the above \"paper\" {which should have come in 
the form of 6 inch rolls to provide it with some utility and purpose}that contains not one grain of 
truth, that makes me feel ashamed to be a physician and surgeon.  \"Dr.\"Summerfield”s 
obvious propaganda piece is so blatant and lacking in credibility or scientific merit that it is 
inconceivable that you were not complicit in its true intended purpose in allowing its publication.  
Unfortunately the same comments must apply to your editorial staff!!! 
 

 

21/10/2004 22:39 
 
Dear Sir; 
 



     I was appalled to read the incorrect statistics quoted in the article by Dr. Summerfield. 
Statements were made with the absence of any background. The so-called extra-judicial 
executions are of known terrorists who are in the act of committing or directing a terrorist 
attack. Additionally, Israeli soldiers are instructed to shoot only if threatened or if the terrorist is 
in possession of arms, explosives and similar weapons of terror.  
     There are a relatively few child casualties but are mostly because the Arab terrorists use the 
children as shields, messengers and even decoys. The widespread practice of terrorist leadership 
of sending women with bombs or explosive, knives and other destructive accoutrements. The 
terrorists launch their missiles from residential homes and neighborhoods, knowing that the 
Israel Defense forces will hesitate to retaliate. It is only when there is knowledge as to where the 
missiles come from that return fire is directed, with invariable peripheral injury or death. 
     Checkpoints have been extremely useful in thwarting terrorists from entering Jewish 
neighborhoods, towns and cities with the sole purpose of killing as many innocent, men, women 
and children as possible. All of the army and police checkpoints, barriers and barricades have the 
sole purpose of preventing suicide bombers from entering residential areas.  
     The poverty that has been experienced in the areas of Gaza are mostly as a result of the 
squandering of the billions of dollars of aid that the Palestinian authrity has received. They, 
instead, have kept the money for themselves, paid salaries of terrorist organizations, rewarded 
families whose members were deadly suicide bombers.  
     The IDF exerts unparalled efforts in reducing civilan casualties, working under circumstance 
that are difficult to say the least. The Arab terrorist transport amunition and sophisticated 
weaponry via ambulance, as well as terrorists. Make no mistake! This is a terrorist war or a war 
agaist terrorism. The Israeli army should be, instead, commended on their efforts to reduce 
civilian casualties on both sides.  
     As a physician in one of the large tertiary hospitals in the country, I must say that Arabs that 
are treated in this hospital receive high quality care, without any adverse reference to their race 
or creed or religion.  
     On the contrary, I think Dr. Summerfied should check his sources, acquire more reliable 
information and facts because this misinformation only encourages terrorist to continue their 
inhuman acts. This accounts for the 40-50 warnings of impending terror attacks received by 
Israel every day. 
                             Sincerely yours, 
 

 

21/10/2004 22:41 
 
This article was despicable! The BMJ should be offer an apology to its readers and to the State of 
Israel. Pure, blatant antisemitism. 
 

 

21/10/2004 22:59 
 
Dear Sir, 
     I have noted that your edition of 16th Oct included an article that quoted statistics and 
political inuendo reguarding the Palastinian people.I am not of the understanding that the BMJ 
should be a forum for anything else other than medical topics and the said article certainly 



exceeds those boundries.Has there been a change in the defined role of the BMJ as it is known 
universally and has been for the years since its initial publication? 
 

 

21/10/2004 23:33 
 
Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” The 
author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield 
And you and other editors at THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL believe this?  This is bullshit and if 
it has the blessing and support of the British Medical Journal, THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL ! I 
need to know because we used to respect its contents(I speak for other American physicians that 
I have shown this article too...who likewise simply could not believe it found publication in the 
British Medical Journal). 
Sorry for your job...I wouldn”t want it. 
 

 

21/10/2004 23:43 
 
your article by Dr. Derrick Summerfield in a recent issue of BMJ contains gross inaccuracies re 
casualties suffered by Palestinians. Well over half the deaths were not those of civilians but of 
armed militants who were involved or threatening involvement in the killing of unarmed civilians. 
Comparing this to the events of 9/11 sullies the memory of those killed in that disaster. True, 
some children have tragically been killed, but many were being used as cover by cowardly 
Palestinian militants. These inaccuracies and obviously biased reports do not belong in a 
prestigious medical journal such as yours. Shame on you! 
 

 

21/10/2004 23:57 
 
Dear Sir 
 
With reference to the above, surely the two articles in this issue, with regard to Israel, are 
blatantly anti-Semitic. 
My question is, how can a so-called “respected” medical journal even pass these items for 
printing?    
It begs the question, “Is the BMJ anti-Semitic also?”.  If so, may be you should change the 
definition of your journal to one with a political bias, in general, and Israel and the Jewish nation 
in particular.  Impartiality is obviously not your watchword. 
Shame on you. 
 

 

22/10/2004 01:10 
 
please do not merge the subjects of war and its politics with that of the medical profession. Why 
have you even done this?  



 

 

22/10/2004 01:25 
 
I was really surprised to see such obviously slanted, opinionated \"information\" in the BMJ.  
Although I certainly think Derrick Summerfield is entitled to his opinion, it should not appear in 
the BMJ as if it were facts.  He has several grossly incorrect items that read as if he is quoting 
facts, which he most certainly is not.  Such as: \"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed 
more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number of people who died 
on September 11, 2001\".  Really? The Israeli army has killed that number of UNARMED 
CIVILIANS since September 2000?  Other than maybe the PLO and Derrick Summerfield, who 
else corroborates that statement? 
I really do not have a problem with other people having a different view than myself.  In fact, as 
an officer and physician in the USAF, I support and defend his ability to do just that every day.  
But, let”s not place such obviously biased, unsubstantiated \"information\" in a publication like 
the BMJ.  We have tabloids for that sort of thing. 
 

 

22/10/2004 02:22 
 
Summerfield”s article, as I read it, clearly belongs in the propaganda section of the journal. It 
certainly can not be considered to be a scholarly piece since many of his assumptions are clearly 
inaccurate and have not been fact checked. He seems to have a political agenda and you have 
allowed him to persue it. 
 

 

22/10/2004 03:06 
 
Your libelous lies about the political situation in Israel”s disputed territories (in Summerfield”s 
October 16th article) have changed my opinion of your journal.  Inserting your political bias, and 
ignoring the facts as well, does not belong in a respected medical journal.  As a medical doctor 
as well as a rational human being, i am disgusted. 
 

 

22/10/2004 03:53 
 
The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 



clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
This article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal. 
 

 

22/10/2004 04:28 
 
To the Editor, 
 
What a tragedy and travesty it is to see what has been regarded as one of the world”s leading 
medical journals, now allowed to become a common propoganda organ. How shameful and 
inexplicable to see such perversion of the truth against Israel, creep into the previously 
respected and respectible BMJ.  Every claim distorts the truth, and the Arab terror from which 
Israel must and should defend itself remains unmentioned. 
Shame on the British Medical Journal.  This is unpardonable.  
 

 

22/10/2004 06:22 
I am concerned about the increasingly offensive language used by some of your respondents.  
Some of the same terms were used by Goebbels.  What is the “Jewish Cause”?  Who runs the 
“Jewish lobby” and the “Zionist media”?  These expressions are indefensible.  To Jewish people 
they carry the same valency as terms like “nigger”, “wop”, “kraut”, “Mick”, “spic”, “greaser” and 
the like.  You should not permit their publication. 
Please explain yourself. 
 

 

22/10/2004 09:00 
 
To the Editor 
 
Regarding Summerfield’s article of 16 October 2004. 
Did the BMJ apply the same standard of tests for scientific integrity to Summerfield’s article that 
it applies to all other scientific articles it publishes?      
For example did the editors apply the same standards of scrutiny as indicated in this excerpt 
from the BMJ ethics committee meeting of 17 July 2002, Item 5?  “Background: A submitted 
paper detailing a randomised controlled trial shows that a new treatment, which is a combination 
of familiar compounds, is highly beneficial in a common but largely untreatable problem. The 
authors come from several different countries and include people from the company that 



manufactures the treatment. It proved to be difficult to obtain reviewers for the paper and many 
returned the paper stating they could not produce an opinion. The reviewer who did eventually 
produce an opinion did not believe the results and suggested that there were signs that the data 
were fraudulent. A statistical review was then commissioned. The statistical reviewer felt the 
results were unlikely but was less convinced that the data had been manipulated. The statistical 
reviewer suggested the BMJ request the raw data.” 
What did the editors do in the case of Summerfield to meet these obviously high standards of 
scientific accuracy?  Answer? 
A few comments on the article: 
Summerfield accomplished a great feat.  In just 1000 words he managed: to cite anecdote and 
media hype as the basis for his ‘scientific’ enquiry, to use emotive phrases as if they were fact 
e.g. “War Crimes,” “utter impunity”, to draw disingenuous conclusions from the meagre amount 
of verifiable statistics he did cite, e.g. the standard of living of the Palestinians, to imply by 
omission that whatever the Israelis have been doing is gratuitous, to imply that this is the most 
egregious example of an “assault on health” in the world today and much more, 
According to Summerfield the low standard of living of the Palestinians in the West Bank and 
Gaza is the fault of the Israelis.  The facts speak otherwise.    
It is true that according to the World Bank more than 60 percent of the Palestinian people (in the 
West Bank and Gaza) are living on under $2 per day.   
According to the UK”s National Criminal Intelligence Service, when the Oslo Accord was signed 
(1993) and the PA (Palestinian Authority) came into being, the PLO (Palestine Liberation 
Organisation) was then the richest terrorist organization, with at least $10 billion in assets 
controlled by Arafat.  (Note that the PLO was then internationally known as a terrorist 
organisation).  Since the 1993 Oslo accords the PA has received more than $5 billion in 
international aid.  The IMF report \"Economic Performance and Reforms under Conflict 
Conditions,\" released in September 2003 in Abu Dhabi concluded that $900 million in PA 
revenues from commercial enterprises belonging to the PA in the West Bank, Gaza and abroad, 
\"disappeared\" between 1995 and 2000. The report also found that the 2003 budget for Arafat”s 
office, which totalled $74 million, was missing $34 million that Arafat had transferred to pay 
unidentified \"organizations\" and \"individuals.\"  The report also revealed that, at least, 8 
percent ($135 million) of the PA”s annual budget of $1.08 billion is being spent by Arafat at his 
sole discretion - and that does not take into account Arafat”s control of 60 percent of the 
security-apparatus budget, which leaves him with at least $360 million per year to spend as he 
chooses. Shortly after this study was released there was a news report alleging from July 2002 to 
September 2003, Arafat transferred $11.4 million to his wife, Suha”s French bank account (this 
report was later confirmed by his wife who said in essence that there was nothing wrong with 
him taking care of his family.   Indeed, except for the little detail that Arafat has no apparent 
income that could justify such transfers). As of August 2002, Arafat”s personal holdings also 
included $500 million of the PLO”s money; in all his holdings were believed at that time, to total 
$1.3 billion.  
“This money that ‘disappeared’ is enough to a) feed 3 million Palestinians for 1 year, b) buy 
1,000 mobile intensive care units, c) fund 10 hospitals for a decade, and d) would still leave 
$585 million to fund other social projects. The $1.3 billion figure does not include either the $900 
million that were found to be missing by the IMF, or the $11.4 million that Arafat transferred to 
his wife”s bank accounts in Paris.” 
The conditions in the West Bank and Gaza are not only a result of the above-mentioned 
corruption but also a result of the refusal of Arafat to accept a peace accord (Camp David 2000 



when Arafat turned down 97% of the West bank and Gaza).  Instead he opened the prisons and 
freed Hamas terrorists and proceeded to wage a war of terror against Israeli civilians.  
Summerfield’s opening question “Does the death of an Arab weigh the same as that of a US or 
Israeli citien?” is an example of dissembling.  He conveniently ignores the thousands of Israeli 
civilians (mainly women and children) murdered and many thousands more wounded by 
suicide/homocide killers.  It is much easier for him to make his case if he omits inconvenient 
facts – not very scientific, but effective in that he thereby leads one to believe that whatever 
Israelis are doing is gratuitous.  If the terrorists hide behind civilian shields they (according to 
the Geneva Convention) and not those seeking to capture or kill the perpetrators are responsible 
for the civilian casualties.  Even if Summerfield were correct in his accusation that Israelis target 
children (which is not the case) his silence about the suicide/homocide bombers who expressly 
and only target innocent civilians implies that he is not interested in protecting all children and 
civilians, certainly not Israelis.   
If Summerfield were truly interested in “the assault on health care” he could not have omitted 
mention of the horrific examples of violence and genocide creating much worse adverse health 
conditions in several parts of the world.  For example: 
- in southern Sudan over the past 15 years more than 2 million black Christians have been 
murdered and tens of thousands have been enslaved by mercenary Arab militias and the muslim 
Sudanese Gov”t forces.  
This has caused desperate health conditions and human misery.  The militias have targeted 
mainly civilians and enslaved mainly women and children;- also in the Sudan, in Darfur, over the 
past 18 months alone several thousand people have been massacred by local muslim Arab 
mercenaries (janjaweed) supported by the Muslim Sudanese government and the refugee 
conditions are horrendous.  Here is a quote from the United Nations. \" An estimated one million 
people have been displaced within Sudan”s western region of Darfur by fighting that erupted in 
early 2003. Militia have reportedly killed and raped villagers and forced hundreds of thousands 
from their homes in Darfur. Many of the displaced people are living in squalid, makeshift 
encampments, where they continue to fear attacks by marauding militia. ... More than 180,000 
Sudanese refugees have fled violence in Sudan’s Darfur region, crossing the border to the 
remote desert of eastern Chad. . . It is one of the most inhospitable environments UNHCR has 
ever had to work in. Vast distances, extremely poor road conditions, scorching daytime 
temperatures, sandstorms, the scarcity of vegetation and firewood, and severe shortages of 
drinkable water have been major challenges since the beginning of the operation.  Now, heavy 
seasonal rains are falling, cutting off the few usable roads, flooding areas where refugees had set 
up makeshift shelters, and delaying the delivery of relief supplies.\" (report from Sept 2004) 
- in Burma there are 1400 prisoners of conscience being tortured plus (excerpt from a recent 
article) \"...The suppression of democracy and the massacre of peaceful demonstrators are not 
the regime”s only crimes. Burma forcibly conscripts children, some as young as 11, into the 
army, grabbing them from bus stops and street corners. With 70,000, making up 20 per cent of 
the Burma Army, Burma has the highest number of child soldiers in the world. Suffering the most 
extreme oppression are Burma”s ethnic national groups, the Karen, Karenni, Shan, Mon, Chin, 
Kachin and Arakan. They are the targets of a whole catalogue of abuses perpetrated by the 
Burma Army: widespread, systematic rape, use of forced labour, forced relocation, human 
minesweepers, the destruction of crops and villages, extrajudicial killings. ..In Chin State, where 
the people are 90 per cent Christian,...the regime has reportedly been bringing in large 
quantities of crude alcohol, which it sells cheaply on the streets, particularly on Sundays. Not 
only is this disruptive - the Chin traditionally do not permit alcohol – but this particular liquor, 



known as \"OB\", is highly addictive and extremely toxic. Addiction leads to crime, social 
breakdown and ultimately death through toxic liver failure, jaundice and damage to brain cells… 
And there is much more . . . . 
Summerfields selective morality speaks for his prejudice not his science.    
Publishing his article in a scientific journal such as the BMJ was a blunder worthy of an apology to 
readers. 
 
Sincerely 
 

 

21/10/2004 10:38 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
I write to you again, this time to forward an alternate political/personal view to that published in 
your 16th October issue.  I think you may have opened a proverbial “can of worms”, not only 
because yours is a medical, not a political, journal, but because you chose to print an article that 
was full of bias and lies. 
Please read the following: 
 
Remarks of Brigitte Gabriel delivered at the Duke University Counter Terrorism Speak out -- 
October 14, 2004 
 
I”m proud and honored to stand here today as a Lebanese speaking for Israel the only 
democracy in the Middle East. As someone who was raised in an Arabic country I want to give 
you a glimpse into the heart of the Arabic world. 
I was raised in Lebanon where I was taught that the Jews were evil, Israel was the devil, and the 
only time we will have peace in the Middle East is when we kill all the Jews and drive them into 
the sea. 
When the Moslems and Palestinians declared Jihad on the Christians in 1975, they started 
massacring the Christians City after city. I ended up living in a bomb shelter underground from 
age 10 to 17 without electricity, eating grass to live and crawling under sniper bullets to a spring 
to get water. 
It was Israel who came to help the Christians in Lebanon. My mother was wounded by a Moslems 
shell and was taken into an Israeli hospital for treatment. When we entered the emergency room 
I was shocked at what I saw.They were hundreds of people wounded, Moslems, alestinians, 
Christian Lebanese and Israeli soldiers lying on the floor. The octors treated everyone according 
to their injury. They treated my mother before they treated the Israeli soldier lying next to her. 
They didn”t see religion they didn”t see political affiliation, they saw people in need and they 
helped. 
For the first time in my life I experienced a human quality that I know my culture would not have 
shown to their enemy. I experienced the values of the Israelis who were able to love their enemy 
in their most trying moments. I spent 22 days at that hospital, those days changed my life and 
the way I believe information, the way I listen to the radio or to television. I realized I was sold a 
fabricated lie by my government about the Jews and Israel that was so far from reality. I knew 
for fact that if I was a Jew standing in an Arab hospital I would be lynched and thrown over to 



the grounds as shouts of joy of Allahu Akbar, God is great would echo through the hospital and 
the surrounding streets. 
I became friends with the families of the Israeli wounded soldiers one in particular Rina, her only 
child was wounded in his eyes. 
One day I was visiting with her and the Israeli army band came to play national songs to lift the 
spirits of the wounded soldiers. As they surrounded his bed playing a song about Jerusalem Rina 
and I started crying. 
I felt out of place and started walking out of the room, and this mother holds my hand and pulls 
me back in without even looking at me. She holds me crying and says: \" it is not your fault\". 
We just stood there crying holding each other”s hands. 
What a contrast between her, a mother looking at her deformed 19 year old only child, and still 
able to love me the enemy, and between a Moslem mother who sends her son to blow himself up 
to smithereens just to kill a few Jews or Christians. 
The difference between the Arabic world and Israel is a difference in values and character. It”s 
barbarism verses civilization. It”s democracy verses dictatorship. It”s goodness verses evil. 
Once upon a time there was a special place in the lowest depths of  
hell for anyone who would intentionally murder a child. Now, the intentional murder of Israeli 
children is legitimized as Palestinian \"armed struggle.\" However, once such behavior is 
legitimized against Israel, it is legitimized every where in the world, constrained by nothing more 
than the subjective belief of people who would wrap themselves in dynamite and nails for the 
purpose of killing children in the name of god. 
Because the Palestinians have been encouraged to believe that murdering innocent Israeli 
civilians is a legitimate tactic for advancing their cause, the whole world now suffers from a 
plague of terrorism, from Nairobi to New York, from Moscow to Madrid, from Bali to Beslan. 
They blame suicide bombing on \"desperation of occupation\" Let me tell you the truth. The first 
major terror bombing committed by Arabs against the Jewish state occurred ten weeks before 
Israel even became independent. On Sunday morning, February 22, 1948, in anticipation of 
Israel”s independence, a triple truck bomb was detonated by Arab terrorists on Ben Yehuda 
Street in what was then the Jewish section of Jerusalem. Fifty-four people were killed and 
hundreds were wounded. Thus, it is obvious that Arab terrorism is caused not by the 
\"desperation\" of \"occupation\", but by the VERY THOUGHT of a Jewish state. 
So many times in history in the last 100 years, citizens have stood by and done nothing allowing 
evil to prevail. As America stood up against and defeated communism, now it is time to stand up 
against the terror of religious bigotry and intolerance. It”s time to all stand up and support and 
defend the state of Israel, which is the front line of the war against terrorism. 
 

 

22/10/2004 14:25 

 
Dear Kamran Abbasi  
 
 Thank you once again for your prompt and courteous response. I sent to you because you can 
deal with my criticism directly and personally, not publicly. I do not like being critical and prefer 
to try to be constructive. 
As is clear, I happen to be  South African, British and Israeli and Jewish-agnostic. I would like to 
be in touch with whichever ‘Jewish Dr’ is writing the response and that whom ever it is also has a 
copy of what I have sent to you.  



I hope you have read the last part of my  last letter – what the Lebanese  Christian woman who 
is Palestinian wrote- and also that Derek Sommerfield gets to read that. 
I didn’t think [osting such a long piece acceptable on rapid response but will send as you 
request. 
Please have the patience in your doubtless onerous and busy job, to read what I am  trying to 
convey to you, maybe also Sommerfield- though from his previous record and the way he writes 
he sounds to me to be about as communicable with as someone in a hypo-manic frenzy, which 
means one cannot communicate with him, for he is suffering from self-righteousness and a few 
other unconscious motivations, no doubt. But your responses appear at this stage to me to be 
those of a reasonable man... Notwithstanding the trends you consciously and unwittingly have 
displayed in your previous responses. 
There are not many Jews left in this world- barely 12 million – Nazism destroyed between 6-10 
million, and as people, the communities  everywhere have dwindled to barely surviving.  In the 
USA  where in places there are numbers almost approximating those who live in Israel, only 15% 
of American Jews have ever visited Israel or  are even  interested in Judaism.  A Jewish Dr can 
be just as uninformed about Israel, Judaism and Jewish history or the history of the current 
conflict  as is Derek Summerfield. - especially if dependent on British media for information 
because I know just how bad reportage is and has been. 
It is easy for the world, particularly the most of the world who never come into contact with 
Jews, to be not only ignorant but also to accept every lie.  In 1957 in Poland with very very few 
Jews who had come back there from the death camps or survived somehow, the woeful state of 
the country was blamed on them and they suffered  pogroms.   
What is happening world wide today is shockingly and frighteningly reminiscent of what 
happened in Europe at the time of the rise of Nazism...  If you have had critical responses from 
Jews it is because we are all  alarmed at what is happening in the UK and everywhere, and at the 
huge per centage rise in virulent anti-Jewish and anti- Israel sentiment everywhere -  The  UN 
congress on racism in Durban became perverted into an Israel and Jew-bashing platform with 
some shocked and some mob-influenced delegates standing by as [paralysed onlookers, the by-
standers like most Europeans became as Nazi Germany broke treaty after treaty and stormed 
through.  The UN itself has become so cynically corrupted and inept. The big lie of The Protocols 
of the Elders of Zion, and so on are widely taught in the  Islamic  world and believed again all 
over ex-USSR, Eastern Europe. Such Goebbelsian propaganda is easily tagged on to Israel’s 
survival struggle  as a dhimmi people insulting the whole world of islam by claiming equality and 
worse, against all odds defeating attempts at its annihilation time after time during the past half 
century since its renaissance after  nearly two millennia of dispersion.  In the Palestinian 
territories what is said openly is “ it took us 200 years to get rid of the Crusadors, so we will 
carry on... ‘  Some are saying that even if everything is razed to the ground – as they razed 
everything for 15miles inland when  Salah-el-Din finally managed to expel the two hundred years 
of European crusading thugs, this is what they must do  - not a position very open to  conflict 
mediation initiatives. 
No peace is possible under the current leadership- that may be both sides – but the naqba of the  
now called Palestinian peoples has made them the people in the Diaspora who are prospering all 
over the world and being fruitful and multiplying.   
What do we mean by Palestinian? The word “Palestinian’ in common usage no longer includes 
Jewish Palestinians who have become Israelis and many Israeli Arabs who still are referred to as 
Palestinians and  who do not want to live under an Arafat corrupt dictatorship]. 
El Kuds  was previously known, as today, as Jerusalem for about a millennium predating the 
birth of Muhammed and Islam and its conquests of lands and minds in the latter part of the  6th 



century after birth of Christ, about five thousand years into the Jewish calendar. , expunging all 
before as of no importance – read Naipaul on his travels for a non-Jewish view of that]. My good 
friend Ali Qleibo who is a cultural anthropologist and Prof at El Kuds   has had to expunge his 
quotes from Arab texts that mention the presence of Jews  ever in El Kuds because PA insisted 
he did so. He has taught me a great deal about the various peoples now calling themselves 
Palestinians: aside from the half million displaced at time of establishment of israel, they have 
come from many places as have the israelis.    On that  same day  israel was reborn, Palestinians 
could have established Palestine and not declared elimination of Israel their goal, as ongoing.  
They could have developed as Israel has had they not gone on devoting their efforts to war 
rather than any other kind of development. They turned down offers of israeli help in rebuilding 
their camps and Israeli offers of help in improving their services. 
In their two millennia of exile in the diaspora the Jews everywhere established what can become 
the organizations of government and a civil society- the naqba of the Palestinians is in their lack 
of experience of that and in their leadership. Let us at least  acknowledge that PLO has been one 
of the best funded and richest of organizations, and that Saudi Arabia has been left in peace by 
continuing to fund – many NGOs no longer will fund and situation has deteriorated accordingly, 
because of the corrupt and inept way funds have been misused. alestinians have been 
abominably treated in the Arab world and  Persian world. Many have prospered in the Diaspora 
created by the establishment of israel if they were fortunate enough not to get into those terrible 
‘refugee camps’ , especially in Lebanon and Syria and what was seen in Jordan in west bank in 
1967.  But Palestinians are actually among the least of the world’s refugee problems- I gave the 
reference to Danieli’s forthcoming book because it deals with genocides currently occurring and 
situations quite as ugly as what is happening in the `Palestinian territories. Darfur situation is 
sickening to take but one example. And how come when Israel was administering them the 
situation there was so much better?  Has anyone considered what a deterioration there has been 
since PLO returned to dictate rather than govern wisely? 
Half a million Arab Jews displaced  from Arab countries who had lived for centuries if not millenia 
in these Arab countries as dhimmi peoples under Islam – I assume you know this-  came to 
israel, lived in terrible refugee camps, and were absorbed by the Palestinian jews who were living 
there. 
No one tried to absorb the Palestinian Arabs who fled – they have multiplied and remained 
‘refugees generations later with abominable leaders and in abominable conditions where 
innocents suffer for those for whom life means nothing and afterlife everything. 
I can go on and on – maybe we should sit down together and have a long meal and talk one day.  
The situation is enormously complicated . To try to demonstrate how ill-informed and distorted 
Somerville’s ‘opinion’ was is not something possible to do in a short ‘rapid response’ and does 
not belong in the pages of a medical Journal- so my response , if I start to correct him on facts, 
is and would be as out of place as his article was. 
I am actually working on a book or two or three called HUMAN{UN}KIND AND ITS 
MALCONTENTS, and “WOUNDS OF THE ORDER OF BEING’, so I am too full of years of reading 
and how difficult and complex the topic to write a  brief response. I selected out a few references 
and tried to be brief and put forward the constructive recommendations and resolutions that only 
Israelis were able to implement together with a few courageous Palestinians, till they learned 
that it was too dangerous for them to try to better the plight of their own society and children. 
But I think there’s the germ of the beginning of some sort of change in possibilities in these 
recommendations and resolutions. The dar el iftah in Cairo is like Vatican city  for Catholics.  I 
think it timely that responsible medical journals like BMJ publish them – so I will post them and 
also ask if you could publish my little attempt to introduce scholarship instead of rhetoric.  



I can curtail my criticism for the positive in the article. 
I don’t want it out on rapid response as another angry and contemptuous point of view. That’s 
why I sent it to you directly. 
But I want you to understand that I post it because you have asked me to do so. And I ask you 
that it be edited carefully and considered seriously for publication in an attempt to stem this 
futile tide of calling war crimes  re one side and giving a one-sided picture and  diatribes of fury 
and fear and moral indignation.  There is a situation that is a nightmare, a shameful situation, 
and one for which both sides are responsible and both sides full of fear and damage and fury. 
And such a situation does not only exist in the Israeli-Palestinain context which happens to have 
had the most publicity - “if we cannot win on the ground, we will win in the airways of 
propaganda”. 
When at a meeting I meet someone who I soon identify as having been reared in a Syrian camp, 
and he says he comes from Haifa,  so I ask him ‘why then is he not identifying himself as Israeli’ 
as any Israeli-Haifa-born chap would do?  I  find out  soon enough - that he has never been in 
Israel or near Haifa, from which place his grandfather fled.  He cannot understand that I would 
find it meaningless to identify myself as from Linkova in Lithuania from which my grandparents 
fled  pogroms that killed many members of my family so I am alive and not exterminated. And I 
don’t waste my life in  hatred of and an attempt to exterminate all Germans because of Nazism 
either... 
Intifada means an inner change- something Palestinians aren’t being very good at because Islam 
isn’t exactly flexible or amenable to change. The Bahai have been persecuted too, for trying to 
allow Islam to be non-militant and not political as much as religious a movement.  
If you do choose to print some of what I wrote, I hope you will choose the constructive and 
informed professional part with all its references and recommendations,  as I am sure the critical 
point about  your allowing his guff through is that this is a medical and not a political journal, 
and  all articles need to have a certain solid ground before acceptance .  Sommerfield’s is so 
skewed that it is full of holes . Also even  personal opinion need not be voiced in a manner fit for 
a  Hyde  Park corner soapbox-  not the BMJ .  That’s the basis on which I think you were 
irresponsible in allowing it to be published. And I do think you do understand that point.  
your response to me now is very proper for your position and I applaud and appreciate it. 
I will try to find a way to post my original communications to you.  
if you would like to meet I will try to make time 
Yours 
 

 

22/10/2004 14:41 
 
I have never written to the BMJ before but I am writing because of my shock at the comparison 
of the Israeli army”s actions with the 9/11 attack.  While the number of casualties is similar, the 
substantial majority of Palistinian deaths were to terrorists and armed combattants (according to 
the Institute of Counter Terrorism) and to my knowledge no palastinian civilian has been 
deliberately killed with impunity. 
I believe this was a one sided article which made no reference to the terrorist attacks 
experienced by the Middle East”s only democracy. 
 

 

22/10/2004 15:12 



 
Dear Dr Abbassi 
 
Just a few words to tell you that you did well to publish Derek  Summerfield”s article. It is 
extremely courageous on your part since most unfortunately there are still so many persons who 
do not accept to see the reality of the atrocities taking place every day in Palestine. Bravo to 
you.  Regards.   
 

 

22/10/2004 14:33 
 
Dear Mr Abbasi 
 
It is clear that you have made an exceptionally grave error in publishing Summerfield's column. 
Leaving aside the crude partisanship of his diatribe, and the fact that he has published almost 
identical articles elsewhere, you have introduced into the BMJ the worst type of biased journalism 
which has severely undermined its reputation. The responses now being printed referring to 
'Zionist' and 'Jewish' lobbies mark the descent of the journal still further.  
How could you have made such a massive mistake? 
 

 

22/10/2004 15:37 
 
I must object to Summerfield”s article claiming more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 were killed than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001. It is 
disrespectful to those who were killed on September 11 and tarnishes the image of what should 
be a respected medical journal. You should stick to medical issues. 
Summerfield appears to label all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians”, denying that the clear 
majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and that no Palestinian civilian 
has been deliberately killed “with impunity” in stark contrast to 9/11. The article makes 
absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and political corruption have contributed to the 
unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
 

 
19/10/2004 02:08 
 
Could it really be that your 16 October issue contained an article entitled 'Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.' by a Dr. Derrick Summerfield, comparing Israel's acts in 
defence of its very existence as a sovereign, democratic state to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers? 
Indeed, it begs the question why your editorial board considers such material as belonging in the 
BMJ at all, but even if so, this piece of work is so factually incorrect, one-sided and overtly biased 
in its substance as to be (not even thinly veiled) anti-Semitic propaganda. 
When will we British shake off the shameful and embarrassing yoke of Anglo anti-Semitism? 



If the BMJ lends its previously good name to such drivel, by deeming it worthy of publication it 
calls into question the editorial integrity of the BMJ. 
May we look forward to a serialisation of the 'Protocols of the Elders of Zion' in an upcoming 
issue? What kind of improbable medical link will the BMJ find for that one? 
What is it to be - medicine or perverted politics? 
 

 

22/10/2004 16:27 
 
Sir, I sent the following e-mail to Mr. Summerfield. I protest in the strongest terms the use of his 
anti-Israel propaganda in a respected medical journal. Hie piece was full of outrageous lies about 
Israel. After you read my letter, I urge you to print a retraction or at least a much more 
evenhanded piece about Israel as soon as possible. Thank you. 
 
Sir: I strongly object to your anti-Israel propaganda piece disguised as medical concern. Israel 
does not target civilians (Israel”s enemies always do that); Israel targets terror leaders, and 
civilians (who often aid the terrorists by hiding them or assisting in the attacks) are sometimes, 
sadly, killed in the crossfire. Percentagewise, far more Israeli civilians than Palestinian Arab 
civilians have been killed in the past four years: nearly 85 percent of the Israelis killed have been 
civilians, while on the Palestinian side, about 85 percent have been combatants. Please check 
www.ict.org.il for detailed statistics. Israel even treats Palestinian terrorists in its own hospitals 
alongside the Jewish victims of the terrorists. Can you imagine any Arab country treating Jewish 
victims alongside its own? Israel is also (by necessity) a medical leader in treating victims of 
terror attacks (in a tragic twist of fate, Dr. David Applebaum, a medical specialist, was killed 
along wit! 
h his daughter in a Palestinian terror attack last year--after speaking at a conference on how 
better to treat terror victims) and is known to welcome any and all who need treatment. During 
Operation Defensive Shield in 2002, Israel even offered blood to wounded Palestinians but was 
turned down for racist reasons. Palestinian ambulances are stopped and checked because they 
have often been used to bring in terrorists: for example, in January 2002, when Wafa Idris, a 
female suicide bomber, pretended to be pregnant in a Red Crescent ambulance and was allowed 
into downtown Jerusalem, only to wound nearly 200 people.  
Did you not know any of this, or are you feigning ignorance to make your case? Israel”s security 
fence, not an \"apartheid wall,\" has already saved hundreds of lives while not physically 
harming anyone--can you say the same of any measures taken by Palestinian or other Arab 
leaders to bring peace to the region? (This is clearly a rhetorical question.) It is outrageous to 
label Israel worse than South Africa under apartheid. Israel does not judge people based on 
religion or color; in fact, Israel allows complete freedom of worship and complete rights, 
including the right to vote and vehemently criticize Israel, to its many Arab (both Muslim and 
Christian) citizens. It is the Arab states that deny people citizenship and oppress its inhabitants 
based on religion and such things as sexual orientation; just ask a Coptic Christian or even a 
non-Sunni Muslim (let alone a Jew) how he is treated in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, or any other Arab 
country. Did you know that Jews are denied citizenship in Jordan? Do you not know how Jewish 
areas of worship were intentionally destroyed when Jordan controlled the West Bank from 1948 
to 1967? If you did not know these basic facts, you certainly should learn them before ranting 
against Israel. 



You claim that Israel cannot be criticized for fear of one”s being labeled \"anti-Semitic\": again, 
utter nonsense. Many people have and do constantly criticize Israel without being labeled 
anything. This is fine as long as the criticism does not come from a thoroughly hostile and 
disreputable source who is willing to lie to make his case.  
 
Good day. 
 

 

22/10/2004 16:29 
 
Dear Sir,  
 
Oct. 16 issue:”Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick 
Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
It”s people like Dr. Summerfield that give the Palestinian Terrorists the streangth to continue... 
\"Continue\" in reference to use their power in a way that prejudices only thir own people. I 
invite Dr. Summerfield to study a bit more of the facts and TRY (although it obviouslu too late) to 
correct the damage doen to Israel.   
 

 
 

22/10/2004 17:13 
 
Subject:   Eye of the Storm; by Haim Harari, April, 2004 
 
HAIM HARARI, a theoretical physicist, is the Chair, Davidson Institute of Science Education, and 
Former President, from 1988 to 2001, of the Weizmann Institute of Science. 
 
During his years as President of the Institute, it entered numerous new scientific fields and 
projects, built 47 new buildings, raised one Billion Dollars in philanthropic money, hired more 
than half of its current tenured Professors and became one of the highest royalty-earning 
academic organizations in the world. 



Throughout all his adult life, he has made major contributions to three different fields: Particle 
Physics Research on the international scene, Science Education in the Israeli school system and 
Science Administration and Policy Making. 
 
A View from the Eye of the Storm Talk delivered by Haim Harari, April, 2004 
 
As you know, I usually provide the scientific and technological “entertainment” in our meetings, 
but, on this occasion, our Chairman suggested that I present my own personal view on events in 
the part of the world from which I come. I have never been and I will never be a Government 
official and I have no privileged information. My perspective is entirely based on what I see, on 
what I read and on the fact that my family has lived in this region for almost 200 years. You may 
regard my views as those of the proverbial taxi driver, which you are supposed to question, 
when you visit a country. 
I could have shared with you some fascinating facts and some personal thoughts about the 
Israeli-Arab conflict. However, I will touch upon it only in passing. I prefer to devote most of my 
remarks to the broader picture of the region and its place in world events. I refer to the entire 
area between Pakistan and Morocco, which is predominantly Arab, predominantly Moslem, but 
includes many non-Arab and also significant non-Moslem minorities. 
Why do I put aside Israel and its own immediate neighborhood? Because Israel and any 
problems related to it, in spite of what you might read or hear in the world media, is not the 
central issue, and has never been the central issue in the upheaval in the region. Yes, there is a 
100 year-old Israeli-Arab conflict, but it is not where the main show is. The millions who died in 
the Iran-Iraq war had nothing to do with Israel. The mass murder happening right now in Sudan, 
where the Arab Moslem regime is massacring its black Christian citizens, has nothing to do with 
Israel. The frequent reports from Algeria about the murders of hundreds of civilian in one village 
or another by other Algerians have nothing to do with Israel.  Saddam Hussein did not invade 
Kuwait, endangered Saudi Arabia and butchered his own people because of Israel. Egypt did not 
use poison gas against Yemen in the 60’s because of Israel. Assad the Father did not kill tens of 
thousands of his own citizens in one week in El Hamma in Syria because of Israel. The Taliban 
control of Afghanistan and the civil war there had nothing to do with Israel. The Libyan blowing 
up of the Pan-Am flight had nothing to do with Israel, and I could go on and on and on. 
The root of the trouble is that this entire Moslem region is totally dysfunctional, by any standard 
of the word, and would have been so even if Israel would have joined the Arab league and an 
independent Palestine would have existed for 100 years. The 22 member countries of the Arab 
league, from Mauritania to the Gulf States, have a total population of 300 millions, larger than 
the US and almost as large as the EU before its expansion. They have a land area larger than 
either the US or all of Europe. These 22 countries, with all their oil and natural resources, have a 
combined GDP smaller than that of Netherlands plus Belgium and equal to half of the GDP of 
California alone. Within this meager GDP, the gaps between rich and poor are beyond belief and 
too many of the rich made their money not by succeeding in business, but by being corrupt 
rulers. The social status of women is far below what it was in the Western World 150 years ago. 
Human rights are below any reasonable standard, in spite of the grotesque fact that Libya was 
elected Chair of the UN Human Rights commission. According to a report prepared by a 
committee of Arab intellectuals and published under the auspices of the U.N., the number of 
books translated by the entire Arab world is much smaller than what little Greece alone 
translates. The total number of scientific publications of 300 million Arabs is less than that of 6 
million Israelis. Birth rates in the region are very high, increasing the poverty, the social gaps 
and the cultural decline. And all of this is happening in a region, which only 30 years ago, was 



believed to be the next wealthy part of the world, and in a Moslem area, which developed, at 
some point in history, one of the most advanced cultures in the world. 
It is fair to say that this creates an unprecedented breeding ground for cruel dictators, terror 
networks, fanaticism, incitement, suicide murders and general decline. It is also a fact that 
almost everybody in the region blames this situation on the United States, on Israel, on Western 
Civilization, on Judaism and Christianity, on anyone and anything, except themselves. 
Do I say all of this with the satisfaction of someone discussing the failings of his enemies? On the 
contrary, I firmly believe that the world would have been a much better place and my own 
neighborhood would have been much more pleasant and peaceful, if things were different. 
I should also say a word about the millions of decent, honest, good people who are either devout 
Moslems or are not very religious but grew up in Moslem families. They are double victims of an 
outside world, which now develops Islamophobia and of their own environment, which breaks 
their heart by being totally dysfunctional. The problem is that the vast silent majority of these 
Moslems are not part of the terror and of the incitement but they also do not stand up against it. 
They become accomplices, by omission, and this applies to political leaders, intellectuals, 
business people and many others. Many of them can certainly tell right from wrong, but are 
afraid to express their views. 
The events of the last few years have amplified four issues, which have always existed, but have 
never been as rampant as in the present upheaval in the region. These are the four main pillars 
of the current World Conflict, or perhaps we should already refer to it as “the undeclared World 
War III”. I have no better name for the present situation. A few more years may pass before 
everybody acknowledges that it is a World War, but we are already well into it. 
The first element is the suicide murder. Suicide murders are not a new invention but they have 
been made popular, if I may use this expression, only lately. Even after September 11, it seems 
that most of the Western World does not yet understand this weapon. It is a very potent 
psychological weapon. Its real direct impact is relatively minor. The total number of casualties 
from hundreds of suicide murders within Israel in the last three years is much smaller than those 
due to car accidents. September 11 was quantitatively much less lethal than many earthquakes. 
More people die from AIDS in one day in Africa than all the Russians who died in the hands of 
Chechnya-based Moslem suicide murderers since that conflict started. Saddam killed every 
month more people than all those who died from suicide murders since the Coalition occupation 
of Iraq. 
So what is all the fuss about suicide killings? It creates headlines. It is spectacular. It is 
frightening. It is a very cruel death with bodies dismembered and horrible severe lifelong injuries 
to many of the wounded.  It is always shown on television in great detail. One such murder, with 
the help of hysterical media coverage, can destroy the tourism industry of a country for quite a 
while, as it did in Bali and in Turkey. 
But the real fear comes from the undisputed fact that no defense and no preventive measures 
can succeed against a determined suicide murderer. This has not yet penetrated the thinking of 
the Western World. The U.S. and Europe are constantly improving their defense against the last 
murder, not the next one. We may arrange for the best airport security in the world..  But if you 
want to murder by suicide, you do not have to board a plane in order to explode yourself and kill 
many people. Who could stop a suicide murder in the midst of the crowded line waiting to be 
checked by the airport metal detector? How about the lines to the check-in counters in a busy 
travel period? Put a metal detector in front of every train station in Spain and the terrorists will 
get the buses. Protect the buses and they will explode in movie theaters, concert halls, 
supermarkets, shopping malls, schools and hospitals. Put guards in front of every concert hall 
and there will always be a line of people to be checked by the guards and this line will be the 



target, not to speak of killing the guards themselves. You can somewhat reduce your 
vulnerability by preventive and defensive measures and by strict border controls but not 
eliminate it and definitely not win the war in a defensive way. And it is a war! 
What is behind the suicide murders? Money, power and cold-blooded murderous incitement, 
nothing else. It has nothing to do with true fanatic religious beliefs. No Moslem preacher has ever 
blown himself up. No son of an Arab politician or religious leader has ever blown himself. No 
relative of anyone influential has done it. Wouldn’t you expect some of the religious leaders to do 
it themselves, or to talk their sons into doing it, if this is truly a supreme act of religious fervor? 
Aren’t they interested in the benefits of going to Heaven? Instead, they send outcast women, 
naïve children, retarded people and young incited hotheads. They promise them the delights, 
mostly sexual, of the next world, and pay their families handsomely after the supreme act is 
performed and enough innocent people are dead. 
Suicide murders also have nothing to do with poverty and despair. The poorest region in the 
world, by far, is Africa. It never happens there.  There are numerous desperate people in the 
world, in different cultures, countries and continents. Desperation does not provide anyone with 
explosives, reconnaissance and transportation. There was certainly more despair in Saddam’s 
Iraq then in Paul Bremmer’s Iraq, and no one exploded himself. A suicide murder is simply a 
horrible, vicious weapon of cruel, inhuman, cynical, well-funded terrorists, with no regard to 
human life, including the life of their fellow countrymen, but with very high regard to their own 
affluent well-being and their hunger for power. 
The only way to fight this new “popular” weapon is identical to the only way in which you fight 
organized crime or pirates on the high seas: the offensive way. Like in the case of organized 
crime, it is crucial that the forces on the offensive be united and it is crucial to reach the top of 
the crime pyramid. You cannot eliminate organized crime by arresting the little drug dealer in the 
street corner. You must go after the head of the “Family”. 
If part of the public supports it, others tolerate it, many are afraid of it and some try to explain it 
away by poverty or by a miserable childhood, organized crime will thrive and so will terrorism. 
The United States understands this now, after September 11. Russia is beginning to understand 
it. Turkey understands it well. I am very much afraid that most of Europe still does not 
understand it. Unfortunately, it seems that Europe will understand it only after suicide murders 
will arrive in Europe in a big way. In my humble opinion, this will definitely happen. The Spanish 
trains and the Istanbul bombings are only the beginning. The unity of the Civilized World in 
fighting this horror is absolutely indispensable. Until Europe wakes up, this unity will not be 
achieved. 
The second ingredient is words, more precisely lies. Words can be lethal.  They kill people. It is 
often said that politicians, diplomats and perhaps also lawyers and business people must 
sometimes lie, as part of their professional life. But the norms of politics and diplomacy are 
childish, in comparison with the level of incitement and total absolute deliberate fabrications, 
which have reached new heights in the region we are talking about. An incredible number of 
people in the Arab world believe that September 11 never happened, or was an American 
provocation or, even better, a Jewish plot. 
You all remember the Iraqi Minister of Information, Mr. Mouhamad Said al-Sahaf and his press 
conferences when the US forces were already inside Baghdad. Disinformation at time of war is an 
accepted tactic. But to stand, day after day, and to make such preposterous statements, known 
to everybody to be lies, without even being ridiculed in your own milieu, can only happen in this 
region. Mr. Sahaf eventually became a popular icon as a court jester, but this did not stop some 
allegedly respectable newspapers from giving him equal time. It also does not prevent the 
Western press from giving credence, every day, even now, to similar liars. After all, if you want 



to be an antisemite, there are subtle ways of doing it. You do not have to claim that the 
holocaust never happened and that the Jewish temple in Jerusalem never existed. But millions of 
Moslems are told by their leaders that this is the case. When these same leaders make other 
statements, the Western media report them as if they could be true. 
It is a daily occurrence that the same people, who finance, arm and dispatch suicide murderers, 
condemn the act in English in front of western TV cameras, talking to a world audience, which 
even partly believes them.  It is a daily routine to hear the same leader making opposite 
statements in Arabic to his people and in English to the rest of the world. Incitement by Arab TV, 
accompanied by horror pictures of mutilated bodies, has become a powerful weapon of those 
who lie, distort and want to destroy everything.  Little children are raised on deep hatred and on 
admiration of so-called martyrs, and the Western World does not notice it because its own TV 
sets are mostly tuned to soap operas and game shows. I recommend to you, even though most 
of you do not understand Arabic, to watch Al Jazeera, from time to time. You will not believe 
your own eyes. 
But words also work in other ways, more subtle. A demonstration in Berlin, carrying banners 
supporting Saddam’s regime and featuring three-year old babies dressed as suicide murderers, is 
defined by the press and by political leaders as a “peace demonstration”. You may support or 
oppose the Iraq war, but to refer to fans of Saddam, Arafat or Bin Laden as peace activists is a 
bit too much. A woman walks into an Israeli restaurant in mid-day, eats, observes families with 
old people and children eating their lunch in the adjacent tables and pays the bill. She then blows 
herself up, killing 20 people, including many children, with heads and arms rolling around in the 
restaurant. She is called “martyr” by several Arab leaders and “activist” by the European press. 
Dignitaries condemn the act but visit her bereaved family and the money flows. 
There is a new game in town: The actual murderer is called “the military wing”, the one who 
pays him, equips him and sends him is now called “the political wing” and the head of the 
operation is called the “spiritual leader”. There are numerous other examples of such Orwellian 
nomenclature, used every day not only by terror chiefs but also by Western media. These words 
are much more dangerous than many people realize. They provide an emotional infrastructure 
for atrocities. It was Joseph Goebels who said that if you repeat a lie often enough, people will 
believe it. He is now being outperformed by his successors. 
The third aspect is money. Huge amounts of money, which could have solved many social 
problems in this dysfunctional part of the world, are channeled into three concentric spheres 
supporting death and murder. In the inner circle are the terrorists themselves. The money funds 
their travel, explosives, hideouts and permanent search for soft vulnerable targets. They are 
surrounded by a second wider circle of direct supporters, planners, commanders, preachers, all 
of whom make a living, usually a very comfortable living, by serving as terror infrastructure. 
Finally, we find the third circle of so-called religious, educational and welfare organizations, which 
actually do some good, feed the hungry and provide some schooling, but brainwash a new 
generation with hatred, lies and ignorance. This circle operates mostly through mosques, 
madrasas and other religious establishments but also through inciting electronic and printed 
media. It is this circle that makes sure that women remai! 
n inferior, that democracy is unthinkable and that exposure to the outside world is minimal.  It is 
also that circle that leads the way in blaming everybody outside the Moslem world, for the 
miseries of the region. 
Figuratively speaking, this outer circle is the guardian, which makes sure that the people look 
and listen inwards to the inner circle of terror and incitement, rather than to the world outside. 
Some parts of this same outer circle actually operate as a result of fear from, or blackmail by, 
the inner circles. The horrifying added factor is the high birth rate. Half of the population of the 



Arab world is under the age of 20, the most receptive age to incitement, guaranteeing two more 
generations of blind hatred. 
Of the three circles described above, the inner circles are primarily financed by terrorist states 
like Iran and Syria, until recently also by Iraq and Libya and earlier also by some of the 
Communist regimes. These states, as well as the Palestinian Authority, are the safe havens of 
the wholesale murder vendors. The outer circle is largely financed by Saudi Arabia, but also by 
donations from certain Moslem communities in the United States and Europe and, to a smaller 
extent, by donations of European Governments to various NGO’s and by certain United Nations 
organizations, whose goals may be noble, but they are infested and exploited by agents of the 
outer circle. The Saudi regime, of course, will be the next victim of major terror, when the inner 
circle will explode into the outer circle. The Saudis are beginning to understand it, but they fight 
the inner circles, while still financing the infrastructure at the outer circle.? 
Some of the leaders of these various circles live very comfortably on their loot. You meet their 
children in the best private schools in Europe, not in the training camps of suicide murderers. 
The Jihad “soldiers” join packaged death tours to Iraq and other hotspots, while some of their 
leaders ski in Switzerland. Mrs. Arafat, who lives in Paris with her daughter, receives tens of 
thousands Dollars per month from the allegedly bankrupt Palestinian Authority while a typical 
local ringleader of the Al-Aksa brigade, reporting to Arafat, receives only a cash payment of a 
couple of hundred dollars, for performing murders at the retail level.? 
The fourth element of the current world conflict is the total breaking of all laws. The civilized 
world believes in democracy, the rule of law, including international law, human rights, free 
speech and free press, among other liberties. There are naïve old-fashioned habits such as 
respecting religious sites and symbols, not using ambulances and hospitals for acts of war, 
avoiding the mutilation of dead bodies and not using children as human shields or human bombs. 
Never in history, not even in the Nazi period, was there such total disregard of all of the above as 
we observe now. Every student of political science debates how you prevent an anti-democratic 
force from winning a democratic election and abolishing democracy. Other aspects of a civilized 
society must also have limitations.  Can a policeman open fire on someone trying to kill him? Can 
a government listen to phone conversations of terrorists and drug dealers? Does free speech 
protects you when you shout “fire” in a crowded theater? Should there be death penalty, for 
deliberate multiple murders? These are the old-fashioned dilemmas. But now we have an entire 
new set. 
Do you raid a mosque, which serves as a terrorist ammunition storage? Do you return fire, if you 
are attacked from a hospital? Do you storm a church taken over by terrorists who took the 
priests hostages? Do you search every ambulance after a few suicide murderers use ambulances 
to reach their targets? Do you strip every woman because one pretended to be pregnant and 
carried a suicide bomb on her belly? Do you shoot back at someone trying to kill you, standing 
deliberately behind a group of children? Do you raid terrorist headquarters, hidden in a mental 
hospital? Do you shoot an arch-murderer who deliberately moves from one location to another, 
always surrounded by children? All of these happen daily in Iraq and in the Palestinian areas. 
What do you do? Well, you do not want to face the dilemma. But it cannot be avoided. 
Suppose, for the sake of discussion, that someone would openly stay in a well-known address in 
Teheran, hosted by the Iranian Government and financed by it, executing one atrocity after 
another in Spain or in France, killing hundreds of innocent people, accepting responsibility for the 
crimes, promising in public TV interviews to do more of the same, while the Government of Iran 
issues public condemnations of his acts but continues to host him, invite him to official functions 
and treat him as a great dignitary. I leave it to you as homework to figure out what Spain or 
France would have done, in such a situation. 



The problem is that the civilized world is still having illusions about the rule of law in a totally 
lawless environment. It is trying to play ice hockey by sending a ballerina ice-skater into the rink 
or to knock out a heavyweight boxer by a chess player. In the same way that no country has a 
law against cannibals eating its prime minister, because such an act is unthinkable, international 
law does not address killers shooting from hospitals, mosques and ambulances, while being 
protected by their Government or society. International law does not know how to handle 
someone who sends children to throw stones, stands behind them and shoots with immunity and 
cannot be arrested because he is sheltered by a Government. International law does not know 
how to deal with a leader of murderers who is royally and comfortably hosted by a country, 
which pretends to condemn his acts or just claims to be too weak to arrest him.  The amazing 
thing is that all of these crooks demand protection under international law and define all those 
who attack them as war criminals, with some Western media repeating the allegations. The good 
news is that all of this is temporary, because the evolution of international law has always 
adapted itself to reality. The punishment for suicide murder should be death or arrest before the 
murder, not during and not after. After every world war, the rules of international law have 
changed and the same will happen after the present one. But during the twilight zone, a lot of 
harm can be done. 
The picture I described here is not pretty. What can we do about it? In the short run, only fight 
and win. In the long run ? only educate the next generation and open it to the world. The inner 
circles can and must be destroyed by force. The outer circle cannot be eliminated by force. Here 
we need financial starvation of the organizing elite, more power to women, more education, 
counter propaganda, boycott whenever feasible and access to Western media, internet and the 
international scene. Above all, we need a total absolute unity and determination of the civilized 
world against all three circles of evil. 
Allow me, for a moment, to depart from my alleged role as a taxi driver and return to science. 
When you have a malignant tumor, you may remove the tumor itself surgically. You may also 
starve it by preventing new blood from reaching it from other parts of the body, thereby 
preventing new “supplies” from expanding the tumor. If you want to be sure, it is best to do 
both. 
But before you fight and win, by force or otherwise, you have to realize that you are in a war, 
and this may take Europe a few more years. In order to win, it is necessary to first eliminate the 
terrorist regimes, so that no Government in the world will serve as a safe haven for these 
people. I do not want to comment here on whether the American-led attack on Iraq was justified 
from the point of view of weapons of mass destruction or any other pre-war argument, but I can 
look at the post-war map of Western Asia.  Now that Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya are out, two 
and a half terrorist states remain: Iran, Syria and Lebanon, the latter being a Syrian colony.  
Perhaps Sudan should be added to the list. As a result of the conquest of Afghanistan and Iraq, 
both Iran and Syria are now totally surrounded by territories unfriendly to them. Iran is encircled 
by Afghanistan, by the Gulf States, Iraq and the Moslem republics of the former Soviet Union.  
Syria is surrounded by Turkey, Iraq, Jordan and Israel. This is a significant strategic change and 
it applies strong pressure on the terrorist countries. It is not surprising that Iran is so active in 
trying to incite a Shiite uprising in Iraq. I do not know if the American plan was actually to 
encircle both Iran and Syria, but that is the resulting situation.??? 
In my humble opinion, the number one danger to the world today is Iran and its regime. It 
definitely has ambitions to rule vast areas and to expand in all directions. It has an ideology, 
which claims supremacy over Western culture. It is ruthless. It has proven that it can execute 
elaborate terrorist acts without leaving too many traces, using Iranian Embassies..  It is clearly 
trying to develop Nuclear Weapons. Its so-called moderates and conservatives play their own 



virtuoso version of the “good-cop versus bad-cop” game. Iran sponsors Syrian terrorism, it is 
certainly behind much of the action in Iraq, it is fully funding the Hizbulla and, through it, the 
Palestinian Hamas and Islamic Jihad, it performed acts of terror at least in Europe and in South 
America and probably also in Uzbekhistan and Saudi Arabia and it truly leads a multi-national 
terror consortium, which includes, as minor players, Syria, Lebanon and certain Shiite elements 
in Iraq. Nevertheless, most European countries still trade with Iran, try to appease it and refuse 
to read the clear signals. 
In order to win the war it is also necessary to dry the financial resources of the terror 
conglomerate. It is pointless to try to understand the subtle differences between the Sunni terror 
of Al Qaida and Hamas and the Shiite terror of Hizbulla, Sadr and other Iranian inspired 
enterprises. When it serves their business needs, all of them collaborate beautifully. 
It is crucial to stop Saudi and other financial support of the outer circle, which is the fertile 
breeding ground of terror. It is important to monitor all donations from the Western World to 
Islamic organizations, to monitor the finances of international relief organizations and to react 
with forceful economic measures to any small sign of financial aid to any of the three circles of 
terrorism. It is also important to act decisively against the campaign of lies and fabrications and 
to monitor those Western media who collaborate with it out of naivety, financial interests or 
ignorance. 
Above all, never surrender to terror. No one will ever know whether the recent elections in Spain 
would have yielded a different result, if not for the train bombings a few days earlier. But it really 
does not matter. What matters is that the terrorists believe that they caused the result and that 
they won by driving Spain out of Iraq. The Spanish story will surely end up being extremely 
costly to other European countries, including France, who is now expelling inciting preachers and 
forbidding veils and including others who sent troops to Iraq. In the long run, Spain itself will pay 
even more. 
Is the solution a democratic Arab world? If by democracy we mean free elections but also free 
press, free speech, a functioning judicial system, civil liberties, equality to women, free 
international travel, exposure to international media and ideas, laws against racial incitement 
and against defamation, and avoidance of lawless behavior regarding hospitals, places of worship 
and children, then yes, democracy is the solution. If democracy is just free elections, it is likely 
that the most fanatic regime will be elected, the one whose incitement and fabrications are the 
most inflammatory. We have seen it already in Algeria and, to a certain extent, in Turkey. It will 
happen again, if the ground is not prepared very carefully. On the other hand, a certain 
transition democracy, as in Jordan, may be a better temporary solution, paving the way for the 
real thing, perhaps in the same way that an immediate sudden democracy did not work in Russia 
and would not have worked in China. 
I have no doubt that the civilized world will prevail. But the longer it takes us to understand the 
new landscape of this war, the more costly and painful the victory will be. Europe, more than any 
other region, is the key. Its understandable recoil from wars, following the horrors of World War 
II, may cost thousands of additional innocent lives, before the tide will turn. 
 

 

22/10/2004 17:50 
 
I was outraged at the misinformed comments that you printed in the Summerfield article 
concerning Palestinian causalties in Isael”s anti-terrorist campaign. Politics(particularly biased 
untrue statements demeans your journal.  



 

 
22/10/2004 18:0 
 
With the very greatest respect, I believe you may have missed my point. The question is twofold, 
a)  why anybody would be motivated to write and publish such improper and wrong information - 
and 
MANY OTHERS SAY THAT DR SUMMERFIELD'S INFORMATION IS ACCURATE. THIS IS A GENUINE 
DIFFERENCE OF OPINION 
(b)  whether it is the role of the BMJ to propogate politics at all 
MEDICINE DOES NOT EXIST IN A POLITICAL VOID, THE TWO ARE INEXTRICABLY  
LINKED. THAT HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE BMJ VIEW AND WILL REMAIN SO 
The former is hardly difficult to work out and I can tell you that I know of nobody who buys the 
BMJ to learn of political news or comment, even less of an anti-Semitic or other racist nature 
and, make no mistake, this piece of work is transparent as such to a child. If this is the way of 
the BMJ's publication policies, as you say, perhaps we should look to the Daily Mirror for news 
and comment on medical matters? 
You refer to publishing 'several articles in the past both supportive and critical of the Israeli 
position'; the question is why? This is simply not the proper forum - whichever side is supported. 
That the facts are so wrong and personally biased calls your other excellent work entirely into 
question. 
 
Yours 
 

 

22/10/2004 18:41 
 
Mr. Abbasi, 
 
In all my 35 years as a Medical Practitioner I have never seen such a politically motivated, one 
sided & unfounded article as the above mentioned one. 
I was astounded at blatant attacks alone. 
There is no place in medicine for such an article.  
One last point: While Peace in the Middle East is wanted by most of the world, including myself, 
there are misconceptions regarding the true objectives of the Palestinian \"Government\". 
In addition, the reason for Israeli military incursions into the Palestinan zones is due to the fact 
that the terrorists that take part in attacks on Israeli soil almost always flee to and hide in the 
major civilian population. Nobody turns them in for fear of being killed themselves. In turn their 
lives are put in danger regardless because the terrorists hide amongst them. 
 

 

22/10/2004 18:57 
 
Dear editor ! 
The operation of IDF in Gaza Strip after the rockets attack of the Palestinians: 



1. No country can ignore such criminal attack - like the rocket attack on civilians from within 
Gaza Strip. 
2. Mosot of the Palestinian victims are militans. The terror organization in Gaza Strip, as in other 
places in the world uses the civilian population. 
3. IDF, in compare to other armies (for example - in Iraq) is very care and senssitive to human 
live. 
 

 

22/10/2004 19:34 
 
Did you take leave of your senses when you published the article by Derrick Summerfield in the 
recent BMJ?  What on earth prompted you to engage in open political rhetoric based on 
unfounded accusations. 
The BMJ is a highly respected journal. Your action has seriously threatened its credibility.An 
apology is required if not your resignation as you are not fit to edit this journal which I have 
respected and enjoyed for over 50 years. 
 

 

22/10/2004 20:08 
 
The Editor 
British Medical Journal 
Since you have now decided to enter the BMJ into the political arena (Palestine: the assault on 
health and other war crimes,I presume that you will invite contributers with other views to this 
debate. 
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PALESTINE: the assault on health and other war crimes 
Volume 329 16th October 2004 Page 924 
 
I was sent this article written by Derek Summerfield by a friend and was very moved by the 
severity of the situation described. The poor US media coverage of the on-going injustice 
throughout the Mid-East prevents these type of tragedies from surfacing. I applaud your 
journal”s coverage and encourage you to continue articles of this nature in an effort to better 
educate the public. Thank you again. 
 

 

22/10/2004 22:00 
 
The British Medical Journal, which had been hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s 
top four general medical journals,” included in your Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: 
The assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, ahd 
compared the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: The Israeli army, with utter 



impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 2000 than the number 
of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in 
situations of minimal or no threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
This article is highly inappropriate for a respected medical journal and a clarification should be 
made in the next edition, to the effect that politically incitement comments, which have no basis 
in fact, should not have been included in the British Medical Journal and will not be included in 
the future. Furthermore, you should apologize to all who may have been harmed or insulted by 
Dr. Summerfield”s comments. Additionally, he should publish a retraction regarding his most 
inappropriate comments. 
 
Thank you and regards, 
 

 

22/10/2004 22:03 
 
Dear Kamran Abbase, 
 
The article by Dr. Derrick Summerfield was outrageously untrue in comparing the IDF to the 
September 11 attack by terrorists. The IDF is only trying to defend Israel and regrets killing 
innocent civilans. Terrorists plan and rejoice when they kill innocent civilans.  
A medical journal has no reason to even deal with this subject, but if it does, it NEEDS to report 
the truth. 
 

 

22/10/2004 23:08 
 
Your printing the Summerfield article without rejoinder itself amounts to a crime of sorts. By 
allowing him to exaggerate the number of Palestinian dead, by allowing him to label all 
Palestinian casualties \"unarmed\" when the Institute for Counter-Terrorism has found the 
majority were in fact paramilitary terrorists, you have placed your journal into the forefront of 
the ranks of anti-Semites. You are in effect saying you value Palestinian lives -- even those 
people who arm and recruit suicide bombers -- above those of their victims. For shame. 
But why should anyone be surprised, considering the UK”s long and honored record of anti-
Semitism dating back to the expulsion under Cromwell? 
 

 



23/10/2004 01:09 
 
Why didn”t Summerfield mention the reason for the violence, which is due to the fact that some 
Arabs/Palestinians want to wipe out the Jewish people by rocket attacks, suicide bombings, etc.  
That”s the reason for the wall going up.  Also, some Palestinian militants use ambulances to 
transport themselves so that they can kill more people. 
 

 

23/10/2004 04:27 
 
What do you have to say to this propaganda published in your respected Journal??? 
The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system 
 

 

23/10/2004 05:07 
 
The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\"  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  



From [link to article on International Institute for Counter-Terrorism’s website that no longer 
works]: "...such numbers hide as much as they reveal: They lump combatants in with 
noncombatants, suicide bombers with innocent civilians, and report Palestinian “collaborators” 
murdered by their own compatriots as if they had been killed by Israel. Correcting for such 
distortions, we can arrive at a figure of 617 Palestinian noncombatants killed by Israel, compared 
to 471 Israeli noncombatants killed by Palestinians. While Israelis account for 27 percent of the 
total fatalities as generally reported, they represent 43 percent of these noncombatant victims. 
There are a number of valid ways of arriving at such corrected figures to compare the extent to 
which each side has been responsible for the killing of noncombatants; they all show a much 
more balanced picture of the conflict than the raw totals do.\" 
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
I remember when the press was expected NOT to take sides; indeed, to even risk the 
APPEARANCE of taking sides was anathema.  I ask you, Mr. Editor: is this a balanced approach, 
or does this not at LEAST give the APPEARANCE of catering to, perhaps, Britain”s ever-growing 
Muslim population? 
 

 

23/10/2004 07:05 
 
To: Kamran Abbasi, 
 
I am not Jewish and have no relatives that are however I wish to ask you to tell me how you 
came to your numbers within your article in the British Medical Journal?  Based on England”s 
record of care of the Jewish immigrants after World War II as well as the press” thoughtless 
articles with respect to activities in Israel I find it difficult to comprehend your article. 
Are you being terrorized by the Palestinians? Are you afraid you too will be taken hostage and 
treated like the many English writers and care givers have been treated? 
Should you be under such control would it not be best to not only speak out to those who will 
protect you but to stop abusing the Jewish people for merely protecting themselves. 
I have been there and around the world several times, nothing is worse than a weak person 
giving into even weaker cowards and allow people be harmed.   
I am sure this will go no where and you will never spend the moment it will take to read it.  
Perhaps going there and seeing the truth (or Dachau etc.) you may be able to know reality. 
 

 

23/10/2004 10:40 
 
Dear Kamran 
 
Today you have published a letter referring to "Jewish" sounding authors & "muslim" names.  



Where are we going to get to next, authors who look Jewish or Muslim?  You aren’t just sailing 
close to the wind – you have overstepped the mark.  Read Goebbels and his apologists. 
Sorry to be so blunt, but I don’t like the way this is going. 
 

 

23/10/2004 10:50 
 
It has come to my attention that the October 16th edition of your journal improperly included 
ideologically driven false statements regarding Palestinian casualties resulting from the 
Palestininain/Israeli conflict in an article by Dr. David Summerfield.  The article makes the 
following statements: 
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\"  
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 
Why are you allowing your journal to be used as a propaganda instrument?  
Even the barest investigation of the facts through independant sources would reveal that these 
statements are false.  The total number of Palestinians who have died due to violence since the 
intifada began in September 2000 approximates 3,000 people, the large majority of which were 
terrorists and armed combatants, not unarmed civilians, as claimed. Furthermore, no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity”.  Israeli military rules of engagement are the 
strictest in the world.  Israeli military prosecutors and courts investigate and punish any misuse 
of force.  
I would like to see your journal retract this propaganda in your next issue. 
 

 

23/10/2004 14:30 
 
Dear Kamran 
 
I am afraid that you have really opened up some interesting stuff here, apart from the fact that 
it’s so frightening.  One of the people who has written in support of Summefield is Mona Baker.  
Her website … makes for chilling reading.   
She refers to “typical Zionist lies” w.r.t a film made at Columbia university showing professors 
making anti semitic remarks.  She says that the sentiment at Columbia is anti Israeli, but in my 
opinion referring to the colour of a student’s eyes is anti-Semitism, and nothing else.  I imagine 
you would agree. 
You will see why I have terms like Jewish lobby, Zionist lies etc.  They are used to help people 
peddle anti-semitism, and to justify the perpetuation of racist practice and to promote race 
hatred. 
 

 

23/10/2004 14:37 
 
Dear Dr. Abbasi 



Dr Derrick Summerfield had a strong political bias. The majority of Palestinian people who have 
been killed since September 2000 have been armed combatants unlike the civilians of 9/11.This 
information comes from the Institute of Counter-Terrorism. From where does he obtain his 
evidence that Israeli soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children?  
As a leading journal I thought you would have been more accurate. There is considerable 
Palestinian government corruption which adversely affects their health system, 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

23/10/2004 16:57 
 
BMJ should be ashamed of publishing political one-sided articles like “Palestine: The assault on 
health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield,  
I lost my respect to BMJ after this article.  
 

 

23/10/2004 17:32 
 
Shame on you.   You exploit British  freedom and fairness  to publish antisemitic  material  in a  
medical journal!   However considering that your name is  Kamran Abbasi this is not surprising.   
Islam  does not distinguish  between  fact and fancy.    That is probably the reason why  Islam 
has been decadent now for more than 500 years.   
 

 

23/10/2004 18:06 
 
Shame on you for promoting hatred and blatant lies.  You should stay out of politics and report 
medical updates.  Shame on you! 
Two reputable medical journals recently allowed crude anti-Israel propaganda to masquerade on 
their pages as legitimate academic discourse:  
 
 1) The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as \\”one of the world\\”s top four 
general medical journals\\” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled \\”Palestine: The 
assault on health and other war crimes.\\” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the 
IDF\\”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties \\”unarmed civilians\\” ¯ denying the fact that (1) 
the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed \\”with impunity\\” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 



Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of \\”war crimes,\\” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
If you agree this article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal, send comments to 
British Medical Journal editor Kamran Abbasi: 
 

 

23/10/2004 19:02 
 
Dr. Summerfield”s article on Israel/Palis goes far beyond the pale. It is blatantly biased to 
present a most one sided conclusion. That a reputed medical journal like yours shoul allow such 
distortions is shameful. 
 

 

23/10/2004 19:38 
 
As someone who wants nothing more than a peaceful and fair solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, I was quite disturbed to see Dr. Summerfield”s biased and inaccurate article published, 
as it promotes hatred rather than reconciliation.  As a physician, one of the aspects of this 
profession I admire so much is the way people from so many different backgrounds can find 
common ground and work together for the common good.  Yet by publishing such an 
inflammatory editorial, you have offended and alienated many.  Furthermore, as I review the 
numerous responses on your website, it becomes clear that with this publication, BMJ has 
destroyed the tolerance that is the cornerstone to our profession. 
 

 

23/10/2004 23:02 
 
In your issue dated October 16, 2004, you included an article that was not only patently 
misleading, but false and inappropriate to a respected mediacal journal such as yours.  In 
“Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes,” the author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, 
compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers:  
 
\"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\"  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head:  
\"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat.\" 



Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
This article is blatantly anti-semetic and hugely disapointing. 
 

 

24/10/2004 00:37 
 
Dear Kamran 
 
I have been keeping a watch on the responses to Derek Summerfield's piece, and I'm glad to see 
some saner contributions following the outpouring of vitriol characterising the early responses. 
I spent this evening with Karl Sabbagh, a longstanding friend, and I gather from him that you 
are preparing an editorial on this, and that he will be giving you details of the way that the 
Zionists brought World Medicine to its knees after he published an article in the magazine 
deploring the fact that the medical olympics would be held on the site of the Deir Yassin 
massacre. 
It will be a big challenge drafting your editorial. Those of us who have had to put up with being 
called anti-semites and worse for decades because we have called the Zionists to account know 
what you will face, and it's not nice. This message is simply to say that I feel for you and wish 
you every strength. 
Best wishes,  
 

 

24/10/2004 01:45 
 
Dr. Kamram Abbassi, 
I was shocked to read your October 16 issue in which you villify Israel for defending itself against 
an unremitting campaign of  Palestinian terrorism. You did not see fit to mention the hundreds of 
innocent Israeli civilians  murdered. Regretfully,there have been Palestinian civilians killed;mostly 
by Israel trying to dismantle the terrorist infrastructure. Your article was totally out of place in a 
medical journal and extremely biased. You should apologize immediately for this shameful piece. 
 

 

24/10/2004 02:23 
 
THE INFORMATION IN THIS ARTICLE IS A DISTORTION OF THE TRUTH.  DO NOT LET YOUR 
PUBLICATION BE USED TO ACT AS A ROBE OF INTEGRITY FOR HATE FILLED GARBAGE.  
TERRORISTS ARE NOT JUST CIVILIANS, AND CIVILIANS ARE NOT SERVED BY THE ACTS OF 
TERRORISTS. 
 

 

24/10/2004 05:08 
 



I would like to add my voice to those who believe your medical journal acted improperly by 
publishing an article that assumes every Palestinian injured in the Intifada was injured by the 
misdeeds of Israeli Defense Forces personnel.  First, this is a blatant political assumption, 
without basis in fact, that has no place in a respected medical journal.  Second, this assumption 
is absolutely false and one-sided, as it disregards the facts that Palestinian terrorists and suicide 
bombers have caused many of the deaths and injuries, to their very own people.  Third, this 
assumption ignores the fact that many of the injured were attempting to maim, kill, or otherwise 
injure Israelis, and that Israelis have a right to defend themselves.  Your journal should offer a 
written apology and vow not to publish similar political, and one-sided, material in the future. 
 

 

24/10/2004 08:00 
 
Kamran Abbasi, The Editor 
British Medical Journal 
  
Dear Mr. Abbassi: 
  
I was shocked and dismayed to read the irresponsible and malicious article by Dr. Derrick 
Summerfield entitled \"Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.\"  (Oct. 16 issue.) 
In my opinion, it is highly inappropriate for a respectable medical journal such as yours to 
publish a patently biased and factually inaccurate article.      
Summerfield”s article was one-sided and overlooked some key points. 
How can Summerfield compare the IDF”s defensive acts to those of the 9/11 Islamofascist 
terrorist hijackers?    There is absolutely no comparison.    His allegation that Israeli soldiers 
\"routinely shoot to kill children\" is outrageous and factually false.   Why did he overlook the 
fact that Palestinian terror and political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of 
the Palestinian health system?  
His unfair representation of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, failed to mention that Palestinian 
children have been put in harm”s way in combat support roles.   Children are taught to be 
suicide bombers and referred to as Shahid (Martyr for Allah).    This behavior mirrors teachings 
of hate in Palestinian Authority (PA) schoolbooks and popular culture.   The PA has revealed that 
Palestinian children are actively aiding terrorists in Gaza.   
Israel should not be blamed for Palestinian leadership failure.    Israel has repeatedly sought 
genuine peace with the Palestinians, only to be answered with unmitigated terrorism and 
unending incitement.    The Palestinians would have had a state had they not rejected outright 
Israel”s generous offer negotiated by former President Clinton.   Instead, Arafat whose real goal 
has been the destruction of Israel, opted for a campaign of terror and violence against Israel. 
Insisting on an end to Palestinian Arab terrorism will not only help ensure the security of our 
reliable democratic ally Israel, but will also help ensure that the War on Terror maintains its 
clarity and credibility throughout the world. 
It is imperative to convey to any current or future leader of the Palestinian Authority that it is 
unacceptable to allow, encourage, or engage in terrorism and incitement against Israel, and that 
such behavior will not produce statehood or any other political gains. 
I would appreciate hearing why your journal published such a factually inaccurate and 
inflammatory article. 
  



Sincerely 
 

 

24/10/2004 11:27 
 
only in this case you can make comparation with  terrorists (muslims arabs) and i.d.f. (israel 
defence forces) you arabs will lose this unfair propaganda war! with a free world!!! F.U!!!! 
 

 

24/10/2004 14:04 
 
The article published in your journal accusing Israel of deliberately killing unarmed civilians and 
especially children has no place in a literate journal, much less a medical journal.  It was a 
political diatribe with little to no basis in fact.  Some unarmed civilians are indeed killed because 
of unfortunate proximity to armed terrorists.  None are killed deliberately.  Blaming palestinian 
arabs sorry state on Israel rather than their own corrupt and hate-filled societal focus is irrational 
bias and unbecoming a scientific journal. 
 

 

24/10/2004 14:37 
 
The claim that BMJ is a highly respected publication is a farce. Where is the scientific fact and 
rigorous research behind this article? 
 

 

24/10/2004 14:59 
 
Thank the lack of respect for human life, negotiation schemes, and other such nonsense to the 
mosques.  Scalple diplomacy would be reliability, talking, and care for human life, even if not 
their own tribe.  You loose respect for your position and journal when you mis-use it as  a 
political forum.   Perhaps you should enlist the aid of the journal of psychiatry on how to bring all 
people together to talk in constructive, caring, and trustworthy ways.  One would like to think all 
humans want peace, food, shelter, and education. 
 

 

24/10/2004 16:05 
 
I read your recent article concerning the heath of Palestinians in the middle east.  I was highly 
offended that you chose to publish an article that compared casualties sustained in this conflict 
with the 9-11/World Trade Center murders.  How did you arrive at this conclusion?  What does it 
have to do with the medical care that Arabs in Israel receive?  You state your purpose is to 
\"...help doctors and students in their daily practice.\"  I fail to see how this article helped 
anyone at all, except to further the author”s own lop-sided, political agenda.  You also claim, 
\"we aim to give quick decisions...\" regarding newly submitted articles.  Perhaps you should 
rethink this position.  Haste and a lack of medical focus cheapens your publication considerably. 



 

 

24/10/2004 16:09 
 
Dear editor, 
Please make sure that correct information is delivered to your readers, I refer to the article 
regarding Palestinians killed by Israelis.  if you doubt any information please check it with 
reliable not biased sources. 
I hope this will not happen again, or we can take necessary actions. 
 

 

24/10/2004 17:29 
 
The BMJ professes to \"publish rigorous, accessible and entertaining material that will help 
doctors and medical students in their daily practice, lifelong learning and career development. In 
addition, it seeks to be at the forefront of the international debate on health.  To achieve these 
aims we publish original scientific studies, review and educational articles, and papers 
commenting on the clinical, scientific, social, political, and economic factors affecting health\" 
As I am not a doctor, I cannot comment on your ability to provide accurate, honest information 
on medical issues.  but it is clear that you are presenting clearing biased, misleading and 
incorrect information about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  I would question the value and the 
trust that one can put in your publication when your reporting is so flawed.  
 

 

24/10/2004 17:46 
 
YOUR COMPARISON OF ISRAELI SOLDIERS FIGHTING A WAR,THAT”S CORRECT A WAR, WITH 
TERRORISTS, TO THE SEPT. 11 TOWERS ATTACK IS BENEATH CONTEMPT. YOUR ANTI-
SEMITISM, DON”T TELL ME YOUR ONLY ANTI-ISRAEL, IS SHAMEFUL. HOWEVER, YOU ARE NOT 
ALONE IN YOUR HATE. ONLY ISRAEL IS ALONE , BUT THAT”S LIFE. THEY CHOSE TO PROTECT 
THEIR CITIZENS AND KILL TERRORISTS, NOT WRITE ABOUT IT. 
 

 

24/10/2004 17:58 
 
You are printing propoganda about the Israeli-Arab situation.....get your facts straight! 
 

 

24/10/2004 18:40 
 
The only reason this article belongs in your publication is because the content is sickening and 
totally biased. What a disgusting assimilation of untruths! 
 

 



24/10/2004 19:49 
 
HORRIFIC to think that bashing a country and their citizens will promote good medical knowledge 
and proliferation of learning to the medical profession 
you should be ashamed and apologize in the next journal for having included it, if you expect 
physicians who are not BIAS/RASCIST as this author obvious is, to continue to read 
 

 

24/10/2004 19:51 
 
Why would a supposedly respected British medical journal get involved in antisemitic rhetoric on 
a topic they obviously do not understand and where a propaganda based bias is so evident? This 
is a real enigma. May I respectfully suggest that in the future some investigative reporting be 
done before making such obvious fools of yourselves. 
P.S. A retraction/apology really is in order. 
 

 

24/10/2004 20:25 
 
I was very dissapointed to read the above article in my copy of the BMJ last week.  Although I 
accept that the article was a personal view, I felt that many of the comments Dr Summerfield 
made were extremely biased and politicised.   
I do not see the relevance of such an article in the BMJ, especially if you are not going to publish 
a counter argument refuting many of the points that he made. 
 

 

24/10/2004 23:11 
 
There are a number of unsubstantiated and clearly slanderous passages in the subject article, 
two of which are highlighted below. 
For example, you claim \"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed 
Palestinian civilians ...\" - you are saying that unarmed civillians are intentionally gunned down 
by the army. That is totally false, and I bet you know it very well, as the IDF takes pains to 
target armed terrorists who intentionally hide among civilians. 
Another example, \"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations 
of minimal or no threat...\", is also totally false. Do you have any evidence of such authorization? 
Of course not, since such does not exist - Israelis have the utmost regard and reverence for 
human life, unlike the people that your article seems to defend. 
I have lost all respect for your publication as a result of this article. You have highjacked a 
serious scientific forum to feed your personal political agenda. Shame on you!  
 

 

24/10/2004 23:19 
 
Dear Sir, 



 
I teach philosohy and emphasize with my students the importance of being sensitive to morally 
significant distinctions.  To make no distinction betwen the terroist attack of 9/11 and Israel”s 
attempts to defend itself from murderous individuals and groups who use suicide bombing as a 
so-called political weapon is to court moral inanity.  Your publishing of an article that argues in 
this manner feeds a hostility toward Israel and Jews that is frightening in its implications.  Please 
examine your conscience on this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

25/10/2004 00:24 
 
I will not go into detail about all of the misstatements and one-sided pronouncements in 
Summerfield”s anti-Israel diatribe.   It certainly meets no scientific standards of objectivity, and 
apparently (according to one response) it is a word-for-word copy of an opinion piece he posted 
on a pro-Paelstinian website. 
My questions are: 
1.   What are your publication standards for opinion pieces? 
2.   Do you favor organized action by the BMA against physicians of other countries when you 
disagree with their government”s policies on the basis of \"human rights\"?  In that case, please 
cite me the history of BMA actions with regard to the following countries” physicians: 
People”s Republic of China (re: Tibet) 
Iraq (re: gassing of Kurds) 
Saudi Arabia (re: oppression of women) 
Libya (re: use of terrorism on British soil) 
Iran (re: funding of Hezbollah terrorists) 
 

 

25/10/2004 02:43 
 
Your article is completely inappropriate for this journal.In addition it is based on falsehoods.  
What ever happened to your impartial peer review.  You have reduced your journal to shame 
 

 

25/10/2004 03:10 
 
The good doctor”s article on Israel is unfair, inaccurate and unbalanced. 
He ignored the brutal murders inflicted on innocent Israeli civilians by Palestinian terrorists.  
He should be ashamed 
 

 

25/10/2004 03:36 
 



In your Oct 16th issue an article written by Dr. Derrick Summerfield is filled with outrageous 
propaganda and false accusations.  It is abominable that anti-Israeli rhetoric should be inserted 
into a medical journal.   
The Palestinians have shown a total disregard for human life, and even resort to murdering their 
own people who have shown a desire to make peace with Israel. 
 

 

25/10/2004 04:23 
 
It is quite an oversight to publish such utter nonsense about Israel. Are you aware that such lies 
endanger Jewish lives? 
 

 

25/10/2004 04:46 
 
Dear Kamran Abbasi; 
 
Alas, I am not a learned man,Just an ordinary Jew. 
Remember friend, Christ was a Jew and what you say about us reflects totally and unfairly to 
your Lord and Saviour. 
Over the ages there have been many kamrans and we Jews with Gd”s help will overcome! 
How deplorable and how despicable! 
 

 

25/10/2004 05:10 
 
Mr. Abbassi, 
 
This \"personal view\" is deliberately misleading.   Most Palestinian deaths are armed 
combantants.    Unfortuntaely, there are children who are killed but that has more to do with 
what I would consider child abuse committed on the part of the armed combantants.  You may 
not be aware that children are often encouraged to surround terrorists as they shoot at Israeli 
soldiers.   That children are deliberately used as human shields in an attempt to get Westerners 
to make the same accusations you have made.    
I am sure you are aware that Palestinian children grow up dressing in terrorist costumes like 
children here in the U.S. wear superhero costumes.  Instead of learning silly songs that most 
children learn, Palestinian children sing songs about killing the Jews.    It”s shameful and it”s 
abusive and there is no excuse for it. 
Yes, sometimes a child is accidently killed and that is unacceptable.   But keep in mind two very 
important things.  Palestinian adults DELIBERATELY put children in harms way to garner Western 
sympathy in a way that would be unconscionable anywhere else   And secondly, Israel could 
have chosen to deal with the terrorists is a much worse manner.  Instead of fighting house to 
house as they have done, putting their soldiers at unnecessary risk, they could have instead 
simply bombed the hell out of them as British and American forces did in Iraq. 
This is a shameful, dishonest piece you published. 
 



 

25/10/2004 07:00 
 
The article you published in your October 16 issues on Israel and the Palestinians is not medical 
research, but pure and simple political propaganda that whitewashes Palestinian terrorist attacks 
on Israelis and distorts the facts about those have died in the territories controlled by the 
Palestnian Authority. The article is an embarrassment to the medical profession because it 
focuses not on public health issues but on supposed \"war crimes\" committed by Israel while not 
even mentioning the almost-daily Palestinian terror attacks on Israelis.  
If you want to read about real research related to this demographic issue, visit this web site: 
http://www.ict.org.il/articles/articledet.cfm?articleid=439  
And, if you want read about public health issues is Israel and the territory now controlled by the 
Palestinian Authority, try reading a reputable medical journal, such as Lancet. 
 

 

25/10/2004 07:13 
 
I am South African, There is absolutely no parallel between Apartheid and the Israeli/Palestinian 
Conflict, perhaps the MD would like to study the history he may just remember he holds a 
Doctorate in Medicine and not Political Science or History. Not only is the history of occupatrion 
so entirely different (land bought by the Zionist movement versus land annexed initially by the 
BRITISH (RSA) - cough cough clear my throat). Despite South African Apartheid being far worse 
a crime, in that it was targetted toward natives, the South African armed struggle did not include 
strapping bombs onto young adults and children and specifically targeting civilians. 
 

 

21/10/2004 20:32  
TO THE ACTING EDITOR: 
Your name speaks volumes about your prejudices!!! 
 

 

24/10/2004 23:54 

 
You do know that Zionist WebPages have put your mailbox address on their sites and have asked 
that people flood it with fake complaints about Dr Summerfield? 
Here’s an example: 
... Please take the time to repudiate Dr Summerfield's claims and support the campaign for 
proper redress from the the BMJ editorial team. ... [URL not working] 
There are more, allot more. 
I have seen them use this dirty trick against Media organisations and web service providers 
many times, but I never thought they would be low enough to target a medical journal. 
Please don’t let the buggers get you down, and have courage because we need you to provide us 
with unconcerned information so we can make our own minds up on what we believe, what we 
reject and most importantly, what we can do to make things better! 
  



Yours truly, 
 

 

25/10/2004 11:43 
 
While a supporter of Israel I also disagree with a large number of her tactics and decisions. 
Nontheless Palestinian terrorits must be indentified for their targeting of civilians as responsible 
for their actions 
 

 

25/10/2004 12:40 
 
Dear Kamran Abbasi 
Thank you- I have posted my response as you suggested, in two postings as it was so long. 
The basis of why I think you were irresponsible in letting such poorly based opinion through is 
Summerfield  has compared Israeli counter-terror measures- horrible though they are, to 9/11. 
He labels all Palestinian casualties 'unarmed civilians' when in fact  (1) the clear majority of 
Palestinians who have died  since  September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants 
(according to The Institute for  Counter-Terrorism 
(http://www.ict.org.il/articles/articledet.cfm?articleid=C9) and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been  deliberately killed 'with impunity' in Stark contrast to 9/11.    
Summerfield  claims that since , sadly, some Palestinian children have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: or bullets into their school rooms,  soldiers are routinely authorized to 
shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no threat.  In fact Israel has  in custody some 
children who did not detonate themselves but gave themselves up still wearing their explosive 
belts – the soldiers are frightened because as in the previous intifada, children are used  
ruthlessly as are  women who have become pregnant- sometimes incestuously or from rape, but 
they are considered a disgrace to their families and can redeem themselves by blowing 
themselves up-= obviously not all cases. 
one of the most notorious cases of a child dying in  his father’s arms and photographed while 
doing so was examined later by Danish pathologists and the bullets were not Israeli bullets. The 
same applies to the findings of shooting at  an Amnesty car  contaning Mary Robinson that was 
wrongfully attributed to israeli shooting, and so on.  But these independent later findings are 
never publicized. Why? 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of 'war crimes,' deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization  when after all it was Israel that has been repeatedly attacked - and ‘apartheid’ - 
when palestinian arab Israelies sit in parliament, Druze serve in the army, and it was an 
Ethiopian jewish young  border police soldier who was murdered on patrol by his palestinian  
policeman colleague,  before Sharon went to visit the temple Mount, before the present mess 
really got going. The young [black] man had bothered to learn Arabic, hebrew  & English having 
been originally Amharic- speaking,  and was  known to be friendly, mild, devoted to trying to 
make peace.  He had provoked no one- it was just one of the early pcruel incidents thast broke 
previous agreements .  
 Sommerfield’s article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and political 
corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
To the above I can add from personal experience how PA threats and successful scuttling of 
israeli attempt to help build or better that health system  escalated. Many countries and 

http://www.ict.org.il/articles/articledet.cfm?articleid=C9�


organizations were willing to fund joint training programs and ventures— there were many 
palestinian professionals willing to and longing to make use of these funds and offers of help, but 
PA/PLO/ Hamas and Islamic Jihad and so on ensured that none of the funds could be utilized. 
And plenty of funds that went to PA directly disappeared without being used so that notoriously, 
eventually the countries that were funding projects stopped doing so. 
And so on  and so on and so on..   
If you want confirmation talk to Dr Thabet, who was pPalestinian deputy Minister of Health and 
who studied at Tavistock, or Prof Khayat of Al Kuds, or Sari Nusseibeh, or Dr Viveka Hasboun- 
Ninos, at whose training clinic in bethlehem I had to stp teaching for fear of endangering them – 
she is the only qualified child psychiatrist  in the  PA territories,  or Mr Qliebo of Palestinian UNDP 
or Prof As’ad Masri a psychiatrist who returned to Virginia, USA, or  Dr Abudabeh who fled the 
mess she encountered in PA and was at the time head of Palestinian professionals from abroad 
who wanted to try to help their own peoples, and gave up,  or Dr Elia Awwad, or ask Dr Fathi 
Arafat, Yasir’s  brother, the paediatrician Head of Palestinian Red Cross. But for Palestinian 
authorities intransigency, corruption and policies, the situation today might have been very 
different. Read Vlamick Volkan’s study of Arafat’s ‘children’ and their education- he is Turkish 
Cypriot in origin and  Harvard Prof of psychiatry. See the references in the article I referred to I 
recently published in Free Associations. 
Sommerfield’s article is a disgrace to ‘opinion’ because it is so ill informed: opinions built on news 
media are not informed opinions. 
That makes no difference to a horrifying and more than deplorable, extremely tragic situation in 
which innocent people are killed both sides and all attempts at constructive cooperative or 
peace-making ventures are destroyed while violence escalates and innocents inevitably are killed 
and Palestinians suffer more and more. 
Summerfield’s indignation is just fine, but did he know that the first Israeli social workers who 
went in to help back in 1968 got shot? Does he know that attempts were made to train 
Palestinian Drs as specialists?, and also allied professionals at the best Israeli teaching hospitals? 
That PA shot down all attempts to have  an international trauma centre jointly staffed set up that 
might have provided treatment and training and a model of constructive cooperation?  I know 
about it because Prof As’ad masrti and I drafted the outline and had the means for getting it 
funded and established had Palestinian authorities been willing to hear ofmit and implement it 
with UNDP help. They preferred ‘to win the propaganda war’ - and how they have succeeded 
when a Journal like BMJ  publishes the likes of Sommerfield’s ‘opinion’ and an editor like yourself 
thinks any ‘jewish’ Dr can provide an adequate ‘response’. There should be no need for a 
response to what should not have been published in the first place and has so demeaned the 
BMJ, turning it into ma political sensational rag rather than a professional Journal 
That’s why in my opinion you have behaved irresponsibly in letting such an article appear, and 
even more irresponsibly in pretending that because a Dr is jewish he is necessarioy sufficiently 
well informed to respond to Derek Sommerfield 
This is the basis of my complaint- and it is a serious and valid one, and you know it to be so. 
That’s why decently you should quietly resign rather than force complaints procedures to check 
the facts and demand your resignation. 
In Nigeria at present there’s some tribal chief calling for the sacrifice of a woman to deal with 
something or other according to Nigerian Women’s news service. Why not  sound off about that? 
Or child trafficking for organs? Or the amount of organized ritual abuse of children happening 
right here in the UK? 
 
Yours 



 

 
22/10/04 17:42 
 
Having congratulated you on your courage I feel slightly wimpish BUT I am a [edited] in the 
[government department]  and my Minister would probably look rather askance at my robust 
language. Do let the BMA know if that would be helpful, but I do not particularly want to give the 
Pro-Israel lobby any ammunition against me in addition to that they have already! 
 

 
22/10/04 17:07 
 
Dear Dr Summerfield,  
Your article was excellent and long-overdue. I congratulate you on your courage in standing up 
to the outrageous slurs from those who defend the current Israeli government whatever it does. 
Such so-called Friends of Israel are in fact the worst enemies of the Israeli peoples; dooming 
Israelis and Palestinians alike to a continued downward spiral of violence and counter-violence.  
 

 

25/10/2004 15:12 
 
The unchecked anti-Semitism in your magazine does not promote your unbiased opinion in world 
court.   And I always have questions about the heartbreaking incidents about Palestinian children 
being killed.  In all the videos I saw, the children are sent in front of the militant adults, as 
sacrificial lams.  Where are the parents of these children?!.  Put the responsibility where it 
belongs.  Children do need seem to be precious to the Palestinian parents until after they are 
involved in the military action.    
 

 

25/10/2004 15:15 
 
In your Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” 
by Dr. Derrick Summerfield is an absolute distortion of the truth. It is true that Palestinians are 
killed but at least have the decency to portry the whole picture - ie: in self defense, numbers of 
Israelis killed. It is one thing for this anti semite to write such an article. It is quite another for 
you to publish it. For Shame!!!! 
 

 

25/10/2004 15:34 
 
Why don”t you report on something you know. 
The clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants , and (2) no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ 
in stark contrast to 9/11.  



Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, you make absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Again, bias”s reporting.  
 

 

25/10/2004 15:40 
 
Dear Idiot 
  So as I read in your article, Jews and Israelis are to blame for everything as usual.When was 
the last time a Jew be-headed another human being? 
 

 

25/10/2004 15:42 
 
The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four 
general medical journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts 
to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers:  
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head:  
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
This article is inappropriate for a respected medical journal. Obviously, the British Medical Journal 
is certainly not within this category. 
 

 

25/10/2004 16:00 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
 
We are absolutely disgusted by cruel falsification and misrepresentation of facts by Dr. 
Summerfield in his recent article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes.” published in your highly regarded magazine on October 16th. This article is 
inappropriate for a respected medical journal ! 



 
Best Regards, 
 

 

25/10/2004 16:05 
 
I strongly object  to the publication of an article which poses as  objective medical information 
while clearly presenting biased political opinions not based in fact regarding Israel.   This article 
presents Palestinian propaganda as fact and  I am shocked that a respected medical journal 
would not require appropriate editing.  I certainly do not object to reporting on the health 
struggles of the Palestinians. Unfortunately,  their “government” does little to alleviate this, 
preferring to spend effort attacking Israel. 
Of course, if the terrorist bombings in Israel were stopped the situation would probably improve 
quickly.    
I strongly feel a rebuttal from the Israeli medical community should be published.   
 

 

25/10/2004 16:17 
 
Hello: 
 
I read with outrage the statement in a recent issue that Israel has killed with impunity any 
Palestinian innocents.  What would Great Britain do if suicide bombing terrorists were to kill with 
impunity innocent British civilians?  I trust that it would retaliate with the same restraint as has 
Israel, seeking to kill specific individuals respnsible for terrorism.  Any loss of innocent civilian life 
would be regretted.  How can you call suicide bombers innocent civilians? 
 

 

25/10/2004 16:43 
 
You should be ashamed, printing such anti-semetic drival in your journal. History will show 
you”re on the wrong side of good vs evil. 
 

 

25/10/2004 17:58 
 
It is highly inappropriate and outrageous that a respected medical publication should include 
such assertions as accusing Israel in murdering more unarmed Palestinian civilians since October 
2000 than was killed in the October 11, 2001 attack in the USA.  This journal is not a place for 
such lopsided and biased accusations.  It is well known and supported by statistics that the 
majority of the killed are the armed terrorists whose aim is to destroy as many Israeli civilians as 
possible.  Not only that but there is a culture of murder that proliferated in Palestinian society.  
Keep in mind that by supporting these Palestinian terrorists, the author and you as the editor are 
also supporting the terrorists in the world, including the Great Britain itself.  I do expect some 
apology in this journal concerning this article. 



 

 

25/10/2004 19:19 
 
What possible excuse does the BMJ have for publishing such rubbish? The article is factually 
inaccurate in virtually all important respects and insidiously biased in its editorializing. Shame on 
the BMJ!!! 
 

 

25/10/2004 21:18 
 
Dear Kamran 
 
Hope you are well.  Your job is tougher than mine. 
I emailed Derek Summerfield, who I know, to tell him that I thought his article was unbalanced.  
His response was interesting, in that he expressed concern about the incapacity of people to 
“believe” what he was reporting.  I explained to him that complaining about lack of balance 
doesn’t imply disbelief – indeed it means that one thinks that what he says is true, but that it is 
only part of the story.  I am sorry that it comes down to a matter of belief/disbelief, rather than 
an assessment of whether the account is truthful, if so whether that is the whole truth, and in 
any event what factors have led to these circumstances arising. 
 
Regards 
 

 

25/10/2004 21:24 
 
I am very surprised that a journal of your stature would publish such a non-objective and 
blatently untrue article.  If this is your level of honest treatment of a subject, how can one look 
to you for reliable coverage of any other subject.     To equate the murders of 9/11 to the deaths 
of terrorist and armed combatants, often in the process of killing or attempting to kill, and to call 
them unarmed civilians is more than poor judgement.  That such material could pass editorial 
scrutiny raises great questions.       Thank you for reading and considering my comments.  
 

 

26/10/2004 10:38 
 
Your decision to publish a political article guised as a medical article has greatly lowered the 
stature of the BMJ. I sincerely hope that you will not be appointed the permanent editor of this 
otherwise respectable journal. 
 

 

26/10/2004 11:24 
 



The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers: 
 
(Quote) The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001. (Endquote) 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on to claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Please let me know why you consider this polemic to be appropriate and whether you propose to 
issue an apology, clarification or right of reply. 
You may alaso wish to consider an article on the effects of suicide bombers on terms of injuries, 
trauma and how the Israeli health establishment is coping, by way of balance. 
 

 

26/10/2004 14:27 
 
Dear Editor 
I read with dismay and anger the article by Dr. Derrick Summerfield. His reference to all 
Palestinian casualties being “unarmed civilians” is utterly untrue. The clear majority were, infact 
terrorists and armed combatants.No Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with 
impunity”. Whenever army personel act outwith orders, Israel is quick to deal severely with 
them. This is in sharp contrast to the rejoicing which the PLO and other terrorist groups openly 
display when Israeli civilians, including children, are deliberately targated and murdered. 
Summerfield”s article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terrorism and political 
corruption have added greatly to the poor state of Palestinian health care. 
Hospitals in Israel cxontinue to treat all casualties and sick patients in order of need, regardless 
of whether they are Israeli or Palestinian.  
I feel that Summerfield”s article was not only innacurate, to a dangerous degree, but that it was 
biased, and poorly researched. I would be very happy to see an apology in the next issue of the 
British Medical Journal. 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

26/10/2004 19:23 
 
\"Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes\" article, published Oct. 16: And I 
thought your were a MEDICAL journal ... 



 

 

26/10/2004 21:20 
 
I am shocked and apalled at the blatant ignorance and falacy you allow printed in your journal. It 
is well-known and documented that the majority of the Palestinian casualties were terrorists and 
armed combatants, yet you allow this journal to spurt these as truths. The fact that you allowed 
this to be published is extremely disappointing. Please print an apology in your journal, and be 
sure to detail the mistruths you have published. 
Thank you, 
 

 

26/10/2004 21:36 
 
Rhough Britian was always ver y subjective vis a vis Israel and the Arabs- I wouls expect you 
Journal to be mor objective. 
I am of the Israel political mid stream. Try to be as objective as possible- Neither right of left. 
Your claim astonds me. Your figures are completely erroneous and far-fetched. Wise up. If you 
play with fire don”t come crying when you are hurt.  
 

 

26/10/2004 21:51 
 
thank you for you actions in showing the reality in occupied palestine 
 

 

27/10/2004 02:15 
 
Your journal is respected as a leading authority.  Read the attached.  What you reported is 
nothing less than a lie.  Ignoring facts doesn”t change facts, but reporting lies changes 
perception of facts.  Shame on you! 
 

 

27/10/2004 02:33 
 
I suggest that you provide a balanced approach to Issues related to the health status of 
palestinians and eliminate such inflamatory words as wanton killing by Israelis. Please remember 
that there is a war going on and Israeli civilians are victims as well. Perhaps you may want to 
visit Israeli hospitals where Arabs are receiving the most up to date health care and treated with 
care and respect. I dont think I would trust that an Israeli Jew would get the same treatment. 
Think of all the millions of dollars that are being spent by Arab nations in creating terror 
networks that could have been spent in health care, social needs, etc.   
 

 



27/10/2004 10:45 
 
Dear Kamran Abbasi, 
 
After reading this article i wonder why the likes of Dr. Derrick Summerfield are giving a one sided 
view to a conflict of great concern to me.This particular article makes absolutely no mention of 
how Palestinian terror and political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the 
Palestinian heath system. Dr. Derrick Summerfield also goes on in to say that 3000 unarmed 
civilians have died since september 2000 - denying the fact that a clear majority of those were 
terrorists and armed combatants.Personally i would like a one to one conversation with Dr. 
Derrick Summerfield on dicussing his comments in further detail ! 
Lets hope whatever is said ,Peace will prevail and everyone can get on with there lives and build 
for a better futcure 
 
Your Sincerely  
 

 
26/10/04 20:45 
 
Dear Dr Summerfield 
 
Re: PALESTINE: the assault on health and other war crimes 
     Volume 329 16th October 2004 Page 924 
 
I am writing to thank you and congratulate you for writing the article of  
the year (2004) in the BMA. We all admire you and support you, and because  
of this article I would continue to prescribe to the BMJ. 
 
Best wishes. 
 

 

27/10/2004 13:58 
 
I am utterly disgusted at the clearly biased and unbalanced report by Dr. Summerfield. You have 
done a great disservice to what was previously a top four international medical journal in my 
mind. Your reputation and that of your journal has been severly tainted. 
 

 

27/10/2004 14:33 
 
Below is Brigitte Gabriel”s speech delivered at the Duke University 
Counter Terrorism Speak-Out, held Thursday, October 14, 2004. 
 
I”m proud and honored to stand here today as a Lebanese speaking for Israel-- the only 
democracy in the Middle East. As someone who was raised in an Arabic country, I want to give 
you a glimpse into the heart of the Arabic world. 



I was raised in Lebanon where I was taught that the Jews were evil, Israel was the devil, and the 
only time we will have peace in the Middle East is when we kill all the Jews and drive them into 
the sea. 
When the Muslims and  Palestinians declared Jihad on the Christians in 1975, they started 
massacring  the Christians city after city. I ended up living in a bomb shelter underground  from 
age 10 to 17 without electricity eating grass to live and crawling under sniper bullets to a spring 
to get water. 
It was Israel that came to help the Christians in Lebanon. My mother was wounded by a 
Muslim”s shell and was taken into an Israeli hospital for treatment. When we entered the 
emergency room I was shocked at what I saw. There were hundreds of people wounded, 
Muslims, Palestinians, Christian Lebanese and Israeli soldiers lying on the floor. The doctors 
treated everyone according to their injury. They treated my mother before they treated the 
Israeli soldier lying next to her. They didn”t see religion. They didn”t see political affiliation. They 
saw people in need and they helped. 
The difference between the Arabic world and Israel is  a difference in values and character. It”s 
barbarism versus civilization. It”s dictatorship versus democracy. It”s evil versus goodness. 
For the first time in my life, I experienced a human quality that I know my culture would never 
have shown to its enemy. I experienced the values of the Israelis -- who were able to love their 
enemy in their most trying moments.  
I spent 22 days at that hospital. Those days changed my life and the way I listen to the media. I 
realized that I had been sold a fabricated lie by my government about the Jews and Israel that 
was so far from reality. I knew for a fact that if I was a Jew standing in an Arab hospital, I would 
be lynched and thrown over to the grounds as shouts of joy of \"Allahu Akbar\" (God is 
Great)would echo through the hospital and the surrounding streets. 
I became  friends with the families of the Israeli wounded soldiers, one in particular Rina, her 
only child was wounded in his eyes. One day I was visiting with  her and the Israeli army band 
came to play national songs to lift the spirits of the wounded soldiers. As they surrounded Rina”s 
son”s bed playing a song about Jerusalem, Rina and I started crying.  
I felt out of place and started waking out of the room, and this mother holds my hand and pulls 
me back in without even looking at me. She holds me crying and says: \"It is not your fault.\" 
We just stood there crying holding each other”s hands. 
What a contrast between her, a mother looking at her deformed 19-year-old only child, and still 
able to love me -- the enemy, and between a Muslim mother who sends her son to blow himself 
up to smithereens just to kill a few Jews or Christians. 
The difference  between the Arabic world and Israel is a difference in values and character. It”s 
barbarism versus civilization. It”s dictatorship versus democracy. It”s evil versus goodness. 
Once upon a time, there was a special place in the lowest depths of hell for anyone who would 
intentionally murder a child. Now, the intentional murder of Israeli children is legitimized as 
Palestinian \"armed struggle\". However, once such behavior is legitimized against Israel, it is 
legitimized everywhere in the world, constrained by nothing more than the subjective belief of 
people who would wrap themselves in dynamite and nails for the purpose of killing children in 
the name of God. 
Because the Palestinians have been encouraged to believe that murdering innocent Israeli 
civilians is a legitimate tactic for advancing their cause, the whole world now suffers from a 
plague of terrorism, from Nairobi to New York, from Moscow to Madrid, from Bali to Beslan, a 
plague of terror which has been authored and perfected by the Palestinians for the last half 
century. 



They blame suicide bombing on \"desperation from occupation.\" But let me tell you the truth. 
The first major terror bombing committed by Arabs against the Jewish state occurred ten weeks 
before Israel even became independent. On Sunday morning, February 22,1948, in anticipation 
of Israel”s independence, a triple truck bomb was detonated by Arab terrorists on Ben Yehuda 
Street in what was then the Jewish section of Jerusalem. Fifty-four people were killed and 
hundreds were wounded. It is obvious that Arab terrorism is caused not by the \"desperation 
from occupation\",  but by the very thought of a Jewish state. 
So many times in history in the last 100 years, citizens have stood by and done nothing, allowing 
evil to prevail. As America stood up against and defeated communism, now it is time to stand up 
against the terror of religious bigotry and intolerance. It”s time for all of us to stand up and 
support and defend the state of Israel, which is the  front line of the war against terrorism. 
 

 

27/10/2004 15:31 
 
I”m forwarding this to you, wanting to thank you too for being brave enough to publish the truth, 
thanks,  
 
Dear Derek 
   The PSC notified me of your piece in the BMJ, and I”ve just read it, and seen the 
long trail of what will largely be delusional racism in response, which I have spared myself. I did 
just want to thank you and applaud your courage, and agree with everything that you say here. 
The truth is difficult and hurts of course, and your analogy with South Africa is accurate, yes 
Israel”s grotesquely murderous dispossession of the Palestinians before the world over decades 
is much worse, or of a different order than apartheid. Israelis baulk at talk of bantustans, in fact 
what they have built are massive concentration camps, as I think your piece tends to indicate. 
For me, as it appears for you, it is these crisp cases of children assassinated for fun or out of 
sheer racist contempt, or the two children and one man killed by ricocheting bullets in UN 
schools recently that beggar belief and MUST be prosecuted. 
   I”ve just written a notice of Ahdaf Soueif”s fine collection Mezzaterra, for [a 
newspaper] (it”s due out very soon and I recommend it to you) which is full of more painfully 
exact truth. Oddly, as you are well aware, very very little of the truth appears in English 
language media, and it”s very hard to get any of it published. I think it”s changing and I 
welcome that. So, I know how hard it is to write about this, I find myself avoiding any form of 
accusation of Israel, etc etc. because it is not permissible to tell this truth in public, despite the 
incontrovertibility of the evidence, despite Prime Ministerial premeditation and claim after 
massacre and assassinations.  
   So, we must not despair, we must unbuild the wall and see a viable Palestinian 
State by introducing International law into the Israeli equation. Perhaps like you, I know that 
justice and reparation will prevail, but don”t want to wait for history. It”s too foul, too blatant, 
and too urgent for that.    Thank you again. 
 
   best 
 

 

27/10/2004 18:19 
 



The big 'why' 
 
To view it, click on [non-functioning URL]  
An answer to the factually incorrect and politically motivated article contributed by Dr 
Summerfield. This article speaks for itself.   
This service is provided by israelinsider, the leading online newsmagazine about Israel. 
http://israelinsider.com 
 
israelinsider adheres to a strict privacy policy and will not make any supplied information 
available to third parties. 
 

 

27/10/2004 18:12 
 
Dear Mr Abbasi 
I was so saddened to read the above article in your journal. 
Why such a well-respected medical journal would allow such factually incorrect political 
propaganda to be published is beyond my comprehension. 
In a small way, however unintentional I am sure it has contributed to a general hatred of Israel 
and its people and thus legitimised her civilians as a target for terrorists. 
Such a sad situation. 
 
Kind Regards 
 

 

27/10/2004 19:09 
 
Palestinians who never cared for the Holy Land until Jews came and developed the land are their 
own worst enemies.  They allow corrupt leaders to keep them in poverty and ignorance and to 
encourage and reward suicide of their young people.  To compare 9/11 with Israel defending its 
people is indicative of fear that Europeon countries with large Moslem populations now feel.  This 
population which is growing and will change the entire face of Europe should not be defended for 
its immoral acts against Israel in your publication 
 

 

27/10/2004 19:48 
 
Shame on the British Medical Journal for printing the distortions of truth by Dr. Summerfield in 
his myopic view of the problems existing between the Israelis and the Palestinians. 
 

 

27/10/2004 20:38 

 
Sir, 

http://israelinsider.com/�


As a retired dental surgeon, with 25 years unbroken service as an elected member of the General 
Dental Council, I have to take great exception to the blatantly anti-Israel article you recently 
published. Have you ever published a pro-Israel article? In any case, I have also had a regular 
column for the past 15 years in the journal of the General Dental Practitioners Association.The 
editor would NEVER allow such an article to be published, as it has no bearing on anything 
except to play into the hands of those who seek the destruction of the State of Israel (President 
Arafat”s view when talking in Stcockholm in 1996) Your comments as to why you published such 
a defamatory piece would be appreciated. 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 

27/10/2004 20:39 
 
Sir, 
I strongly protest and condemn the opportunity given to Dr. Summerfield  (Oct. 16 issue 
“Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.”) , bringing in false political accusation 
and incitement against Israel struggle to defend itself from terrorism. 
I, as a long time reader of your fine medical publication, find that onesided and distorted 
reflection of reality inaccurate and improper, 
Sincerely , 
 

 

27/10/2004 20:53 
 
I am shocked to find such a prestigious medical journal printing anti-Israel lies. I would have 
thought that the objectivity necessary for true scientific study would transfer to other endeavors. 
How tragic. 
 

 

27/10/2004 21:24 
 
It is distressing to read in a respected medical journal (or anywhere else) article(s) in support of 
terrorism.  It shows a sick bias in what should be a healthy attitude. 
 

 

27/10/2004 22:06 
Congratulations for putting on paper what so few have been couragous enough to say.  And 
congratulations also to the BMJ for publishing it.   
I am sure you are being lambasted by a very vocial  pro-Israeli lobby which bristles at any 
mention of  “wrong doing” by Israeli politicians or soldiers.  This double standard that deprives 
Palestinians of their full humanity also marks the Israeli politician and soldier as less of human 
beings as well.  This short commentary is a step in the right direction and I applaude the BMJ”s 
fortitude in publishing it knowing the kind of  “anti-semetic “ abuse it would receive.  However, I 
do encourage you and the BMJ to produce a longer, well sourced and rigorously documented 
article for full public scrutiny.  The world needs to recognize the systematic violations of the 
Foruth Geneva conventions,  real war crimes which are being perpetuated against the 



Palestinians of Gaza and the West Bank today by a government which proudly puruports to be 
the only democracy in the region.  The situation demands of the World Medical Association, at 
the very least, a fact finding mission.  Th! 
e British Medical Association would be well-served by calling for such an endeavour.  
 
Yours, 
 

 

27/10/2004 22:56 
 
Letter to the Editor: 
 
Dr. Summerfield’s article on Palestine is not only factually incorrect but is a blatant use of a 
medical journal for propaganda. This is an affront to the high standard of a peer reviewed 
scientific journal that is respected throughout the world. 
I personally have been to the West Bank and Israel and I vehemently disagree with his 
disingenuous use of facts. Opinions are to be respected but those based on falsehoods should be 
repudiated.  I have personally interviewed Israeli soldiers and reviewed Israeli army (IDF) 
military guidelines. The targeted use of civilians is only employed by Palestinian terrorists, NEVER 
by the IDF. War crimes are being committed, but they are by the Palestinian terrorists, not the 
Israeli Defense Forces. According to the 4th Geneva Convention Part 1 Article 3, terrorists that 
use civilians as human shields to hide behind or use the civilian areas for a 
military advantage are themselves international legal military targets.  Furthermore according to 
the Geneva Convention the deaths of civilians used by the Palestinian terrorists are the 
responsibility of the terrorists not the military party firing at the terrorists. 
I would never have imagined having to write a letter to the editor in such a respected journal 
about political opinions and distortions.  However it is incumbent upon me and your journal to 
correct this situation. 
 

 

27/10/2004 23:08 
 
Your journal is supposed to be respected.  I lost all respect for it after reading your slanted, 
propaganda article on Israel. 
Shame on you.  
 

 

28/10/2004 01:48 
 
I wanted to write and tell you that I think the October 16th article entitled “Palestine: The assault 
on health and other war crimes” is not only absolutely inappropriate for publication in a medical 
journal, but also infactual and extremely offensive.  As a medical journal, you must be 
responsible for everything that you put out into print, and you must stand behind what you print 
as fact unless another stance is officially stated.  By allowing such heinous disregard for fact to 
enter your journal, I and other readers have lost respect for it and for those who choose to write 



such things.  I hope that in the future you check your facts before publishing them, and try to 
stick to medical information and stay away from political and ethical propagation. 
 

 

28/10/2004 03:24 
 
Dear Dr Abbasi, 
 
As a family physician I have always appreciated the review articles and commitment to evidence-
based medicine seen in the BMJ. Needless to say, I was shocked and disappointed to read the 
sensational, biased, evidence-less article written in your October 16 Journal by Dr. Derrick 
Summerfield. In discussing the plight of the Palestinians, Dr. Summerfield, compares the Israeli 
army”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers. The only actual similarity between the two is 
the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed 
civilians” ¯ denying the fact that the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since 
September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-
Terrorism), and no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark 
contrast to 9/11.  
In his biased presentation of the plight of the Palestinians, he fails to even acknowledge how 
Palestinian terror and political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the 
Palestinian heath system. Nor is there any acknowledgement of the Israeli victims of terror. 
The intifada, launched by Yasser Arafat and perpetuated by his Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade, Hamas, 
and Islamic Jihad has been disasterous for both Palestinians and Israelis. To allow this tragic 
situation to be sensationalized in a medical journal committed to science and evidence is 
inexcusable. 
 

 

28/10/2004 05:18 
 
It is extraordinary for a scientific journal to publish an extremely biased editorial on the State of 
Israel.  The 3000 unarmed Palestinians that were purportedly killed is the first major lie.  This 
would assume that there were no armed combatants and terrorists killed.  It defies reason.  This 
is view typical of propogandists; every terrorist planting a bomb and attempting infiltration with 
a weapon is declared an unarmed civilian on their way to prayer.  It is a travesty to print this 
editorial without any objective review. 
The second major lie is the author”s description of the separation fence that is being used to 
decrease terrorists attacks.  The 95% decrease in terrorist bombings is not a concern for this 
priviledged physician who evidently lives in England.   
Perhaps he ought to review the effects of terrorism on medicine in Israel, - the numbers of 
individuals wounded with nails and shrapnel buried in their brains and internal organs; the lives 
permanently damaged; the extraordinary rates of posttraumatic stress disorder among children.  
Perhaps the author has little interest in the death of civilians, who were not collateral damage in 
the killing of terrorist embedden in the civilian population, but rather were the women and 
children who were the primary targets of terrorist attacks.  Perhaps the good doctor would like to 
comment on the high rates of Israel women and children who are attacked, because the gender 
ratios clearly indicate that women are the preferred target of the terrorists.  It is shocking to see 
a medical journal used this way. 



The children killed is a tragedy, as is the idealization of death and terrorism in Palestinian 
society.  The Palestinian TV waxes and wanes with its promotion of death for children.  Recently, 
two children playing with a ersatz \"rocket laucher\", imitating the idealized terrorist heroes of 
Palestinian society,  were mistaken killed.  They evidently were spotted and believed to terrorists 
in the process of lauching rockets on Israeli civilian areas.  A few weeks ago some African-Israeli 
toddlers, and another mother of several children, were killed in the Israel city just outside of the 
Gaza strip.  The African-Israeli toddlers were most likely Ethopian Jews who had returned to their 
homeland after three thousand years.  Perhaps there is no reason to expect respect or sympathy 
from Europeans.  But if so, it is because anti-semitism runs deep into the historical roots of 
European culture.  You may feel that is a scandalous conclusion, but there it is. 
 

 

28/10/2004 06:19 
 
Dr. Derrick Summerfield wrote an article entitled \"Palestine\"in the B.M.J. recently.I”m 
wondering if he”s a medical doctor, or was there a typo error, and his credentials are really 
doctorate in political science. 
Seriously, if we”re going to engage in political analysis,maybe we should ask what kind of 
parents allow childern to taunt,throw rocks and even grenades at armed soldiers? 
 

 

28/10/2004 08:54 
 
Dear Editor, 
Far be it from me to assume that BMJ, under your editorship, has been mobilized to a cause 
more political than scientific. However, precisely because I hold BMJ in the highest esteem, I 
expect its editor(s) to exercise the habitual scrutiny to all papers published, and ensure that peer 
review would contribute to validating the facts, the methods of investigation and the link 
between these two and the conclusions. 
If BMJ chose to allow the publication of statements relative to a political issue (Israel-Palestine 
relations), in fairness at least one of the peer reviewers should be Israeli. Obviously, this might 
put the editor in a dilemma, because of the tension that he might have to arbitrate. As the 
saying goes, \"Fools rush in where angels fear to tread\", and maybe BMJ had better leave 
politics alone, as it cannot benefit from peer review and pure scientific discourse. At this 
juncture, I for one would appreciate it if the editor could ensure to readers that BMJ has not 
compromised its habitual standard of selection of papers. If, inadvertantly, it has, the ediotr may 
wish to explain the situation to readers, and provide reasonable assurances that BMJ would not 
be lost to a cause political rather than scientific. 
Thank you for considering this personal view. 
 

 

28/10/2004 12:22 
 
Dear editor 
 



Sir, 
In the Oct. 16 issue, an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” 
The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers:  
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on to claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head:  
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill in situations of minimal or no threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
Sir, 
You probably think that editing The British Medical Journal ¯  gives you power and I could 
understang you care for children, do you know how many kids living in former british Palestine 
murderd or hurt by “unarmed civilians” ???!!! 
I wish you good helth, and a short down hill carrier as an editor, sir. 
 
All the --- 
 

 

28/10/2004 13:03 
 
I wish to protest the inclusion of Palestinian propoganda by the \"respected\" British Medical 
Journal. The IDF, unlike the Arabs, has NEVER killed innocent civilians. And the only children 
they have killed have been armed and dangerous. Any others have been killed by accident. 
Shame on you for showing such bias. 
 

 

28/10/2004 13:30 
 
I was disgusted by your highly biased article against Israel in your \"medical\" journal, as 
reported in honestreporting.com.  Israel does not deliberately kill civilians, unlike its enemy so 
bent on the genocidal destruction of Israel.  That”s why a far higher percentage of babies and 
very young children have been killed on the Israeli side.  You people should be ashamed of what 
you have done, and never again use a \"medical\" journal to promote your racist brand of radical 
leftist politics. 
 

 

20/10/2004 12:16 



 
For personal a/o Stella Dutton, CEO BMJ publishing group  
                 and  James Johnson, Chairman of BMA council 
 
I would like to make a formal complaint to the BMA and BMJ regarding the BMJ article : 
Palestine: the assault on health and other war crimes 
Volume 329 16 October P924  
As a GP member of the BMA, I was dismayed to see your excellent scientific journal being 
brought into disrepute by allowing it to be used as a mouthpiece for such a grossly inaccurate 
and one sided political diatribe, which can only act as an incitement for racial hatred and do 
nothing to further our heartfelt wish for a true and secure piece for Israeli and Palestinian 
citizens. 
I would like to draw your attention to the ongoing debate raging on the BMJ website in response 
to this unjustifiable piece and the amount of offence it has caused to your members. which has 
led a number of us to question our BMA membership. If you read the responses they detail 
clearly the numerous obvious inaccuracies in the article and it is not necessary to repeat them all 
here.  
However, I must object most strongly to the publication of the blatantly untruthful sentence 
which reads that 'Clearly (Israeli) soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in 
situations of minimal or no threat',  a statement which is obscene and indeed libellous. It is well 
documented that Israeli soldiers have been brought to trial in Israel if there is any question mark 
over how civilian casualties have occured.  
No-one can fail to feel moved by the tragic suffering of Palestinian civilians in the context of the 
violence of the intifada - a four year campaign of terrorism against Israeli civilians and children 
(including school buses). Those of us who have visited Israeli hospitals that treat the tragic 
victims of suicide bombs -filled with nuts and bolts- have seen for ourselves that Arab women 
and children are treated by Israeli doctors alongside Jews and indeed have received organ 
transplants from Israeli victims of terror!  
It is not adequate for the BMA to issue a disclaimer that it grants editorial freedom to the Editor 
of the BMJ; or to state that this was a 'personal view'. 
The BMA and the BMJ have a moral duty to be even handed and politically neutral at all times. It 
is wholly invidious to single out and isolate Israel and Israeli doctors from the international 
community. 
I understand that the BMJ is now searching for a new editor. I would urge you to make it a 
condition of employment that the journal should not be allowed to become a mouthpiece for 
political rhetoric.  
  
Yours sincerely 
 

 

28/10/2004 14:08 
 
How can you print such false properganda. Israel only wants peace.  They are trying so hard to 
make things work, but it is people like you that make it impossible. 
 

 



28/10/2004 14:38 
Dear Mr. Abbasi 
As someone who works in the MRC and reads the BMJ as a highly respected medical journal (my 
partner Dr [edited] is the subscriber) I was shocked to read the piece by Dr. Derrick Summerfield 
in the Oct 16 issue entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.”   
In this article the author compares the army of the State of Israel to the horrible acts of those of 
the 9/11 terrorist hijackers. 
Further, the author labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” denying the fact that (1) 
the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants, and (2) no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” in 
stark contrast to 9/11.  
Incredibely, the author goes on to state that \"clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot 
to kill children in situations of minimal or no threat.\" 
When did the BMJ become a mouthpiece for those with a political agenda? If the BMJ is going to 
permit such politically motivated articles why not allow a response?  
I would like to get a clear idea of what is the editorial policy of the BMJ. At this time there is so 
much hateful rhetoric that is put forward without having it pervade a medical journal.  
 

 

28/10/2004 15:17 
 
Sir, 
 
The above-mentioned person”s reference to the Israeli army is inappropriate, misinformed, even 
libellous, and should have no place in your esteemed journal. 
 
Yours faithfully  
 

 

28/10/2004 15:18 
 
Dear Kamran Abbasi, 
 
Shame on your respected journal for publishing “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes.”   
Terrorism”s aim was furthered by your mistake. 
 

 

28/10/2004 15:13 
 
Your edition of Oct.16(BMJ) contained an anti-Israel/Jewish article worthy of the Nazis. Unless 
you apologise publicly for the trash printed I intend to inform the relevant authorities to take the 
necessary action against you.  
 

 



28/10/2004 15:58 
 
I was very much disappointed to find that the BMJ of October 16th had become, in part, a 
political pamphelet. Dr. Summerfield”s implicit assumption that all Palestinians who have 
tragically been killed in the current hostilities with Israel were civilians is patently misleading - 
the majority of those killed were armed combatants. More outrageous, is the assumption that the 
Israeli Defence Forces kill \"with impunity\" and are \"authorised to shoot to kill children\". This 
is characteristic of the one-sided approach of so many Europeans to the Arab-Israeli conflict, an 
approach whereby the Palestinian/Arab combatants do no wrong. I wonder would an article 
accusing the Palestinian combatants who comprise the majority of the Palestinian dead of war 
crimes ever see print in a journal of the standing of the BMJ? The tone and slant of the article 
brings to mind the narrative assault on the European Jews during the later Middle Ages - 
brilliantly documented by Miri Rubin. Indeed the charges of host desecration levelled against the 
Jewish populace then share the same level of veracity as many of the claims made in this terribly 
misconceived article. 
 

 

28/10/2004 17:53 
 
The only actual similarity between 9-11 and the death count that resulted from the Israel 
Palestinian conflict is the number cited in Mr. Summerfield”s article, 3,000.  
Mr. Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” purposefully denying the fact 
that (1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists 
and armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” Å\\ in stark contrast to 9/11. Printing 
falsehoods and charged political polemics does not serve your Journal well. 
 

 

28/10/2004 17:57 
 
I am outraged that your \"respected\" medical journal has become a political tool to bash the 
Israel army.  This is totally inappropriate for a medical journal and you should stick with 
medicine and stay away from political issues, a topic that you obviously know nothing about, 
since your article was filled with misinformation. 
 

 

28/10/2004 18:01 
 
Professor [edited] has called my attention to the violent language recently used in the BMJ to 
characterize certain events in the Middle East related to Israel.  Do you really think this is the 
proper role for a medical journal?  If so, I urge you to hire the intellectual successor to Jules 
Streicher and change your name to Der Sturmer, and get on with it.  Shame on you! 
There is almost no conflict on earth (Israel/Palestine, India/Pakistan, Persian Gulf) that has not 
arisen out of the disaster of British colonialism.  Spare me your morality. 
 



 

28/10/2004 19:28 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my post.  I want to please ask you not to take only one 
side in the Israel/Palestine conflict.  Many Israeli”s have died, and many families have lost loved 
ones.  Let us work to end this bitter hatred and be objective.  The article you printed which 
stated that Israel is trying to murder children makes no mention of the war and losses taken by 
Israel. Please, let us pray for peace and justice for h Christians and Jews, and Muslims.  The 
article you printed does not present both sides and was unfair in my opinion.      
 

 

28/10/2004 22:56 
 
I was shocked to see the biased remarks about Isaeli soldiers behaviour in your paper. I suggest 
you apologize before the readers and make sure your editors do a better job next time to stick to 
medicine and ethics and not get involved in politics and biased conclusions. I would also 
appreciate a full copy of the article along with your comments for further reference. Thank you,  
 

 

28/10/2004 22:57 
 
Dear Dr. Abassi--  As a biomedical researcher and professional, who also has been a long-time 
reader and admirer of the BMJ, I was frankly appauled to read the commentary in the Oct. 16, 
2004, issue by Dr. Derrick Summerfield.  Not only was his entire commentary obviously biased, 
it was factually distorted in parts. His comparison of the IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist 
hijackers is ludicrous.   Regardless, I do not think this type of politically motivated commentary 
has a rightful place in a biomedical journal at all.  If Dr. Summerfield wants to make such 
commentary, there are popular press vehicles for such (e.g., the London Times, the New York 
Times, etc.).  I”m requesting that the BMJ cease and desist, henceforth, from printing such 
commentary. 
 

 

29/10/2004 07:52 
 
How can you justify placing \\\"Palestine: The assult on health and other war crimes in the BJO!   
Am I the only reader offended by these comments which your journal feels should not be 
questioned? 
 

 

29/10/2004 08:16 
Dear Sir, 
Theo Dov Golan is a former Director-General of Israel's Ministry of Health and a former Head of 
the Medical Service of the Israeli Army Medical Corps. 
I have asked for and received permission from the magazine Israel21c  to forward the article on 
to you as I believe it refutes many of the unsubstantiated allegations made by Dr Derek 



Summerfield in his article in your journal.  You may reproduce this article if you so wish as long 
as it is mentioned that it is a reprint with permission from ISRAEL21c 
 
The big 'why' 
September 20, 2004 
Reprinted with permission from Israel21c. 
 
Israel is constantly accused of misconduct and even 'barbarian' and 'racist' behavior towards its 
Palestinian neighbors, especially at the United Nations where a disproportionate amount of time 
and energy of the world body is taken up on passing resolutions against Israel.  
At my recent presentation to the United Nations Correspondents Association, one of the 
journalists addressed the so-called 'barbaric treatment of the Palestinians by Israel', which he 
was convinced was the whole story. When explaining that events in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
results from Israel's being forced to protect its citizens from Palestinian terror, he exclaimed 
emotionally: "You Israelis, you Jews who have suffered so much in the past, - from you the world 
expects a more humane response."  
As a physician, I unequivocally can give proof that the opposite is true. Israel has set an example 
of a level of humanitarian medical aid to others including Palestinians, which no other nation can 
compete with.  
Here are the facts: Israel was responsible for the welfare of the Palestinians during the years, 
1967- 1994, until the Palestinian Authority took over. During that period, Israel has presented 
annually dramatic documented achievements to the World Health Organization (WHO) either by 
myself, as head of the Israeli delegation, or by other Israeli officials of the Ministry of Health. 
This included the total eradication in the Palestinian population of poliomyelitis, neonatal-tetanus 
and measles. Also, Israel dramatically reduced the death rate of Palestinian newborns from over 
60/1000 to 19/1000 within those 27 years of Israel's presence.  
These achievements and others were accomplished by the directives of Israel's Health Authority 
in planning, training and implementation of modern medicine. This included the introduction of 
new immunization protocols, (in coordination with UNICEF), as well as new technologies and new 
medicines.  
These programs were performed either on site at Palestinian facilities, or in Israel's hospitals and 
medical schools, where doctors, nurses, midwives, medical technicians, etc., were trained. These 
achievements resulted from the willingness of the local Palestinian population to be helped 
(almost free of charge) by Israel's public health care system, and by the collaborative nature of 
Palestinian medical teams.  
Israel's Ministry of Health most dramatic and challenging training projects for the Palestinian 
physicians was to keep secret the specialization programs in anesthesiology, open heart- and 
brain-surgery, conducted in Israeli hospitals.  
No other nation on earth has ever voluntarily decided to show such a humane and forthcoming 
attitude towards people which could be characterized as 'enemy'. Would the United States train 
Al-Qaeda physicians or Russia train such professionals of the 'Chechnians Freedom Fighters' on 
their own people?  
Moreover, after successful completion of training, fully equipped Intensive Care, Open-Heart and 
Neuro-Surgery units were opened for the first time in the Palestinian hospitals for the benefit of 
the Palestinians. Furthermore, the Israeli medical tutors continued to guide the newly established 
units, and if needed, were available continuously to assist them on site.  
Since 1994, in spite of directives issued by the Palestinian Authority to stop the collaborative 
programs with Israel and in spite of the ongoing hostilities, informal cooperation between the 

http://www.israel21c.org/�


Israeli and Palestinian medical teams continues, though of a lesser magnitude. Palestinian 
patients are referred daily to Israeli hospitals especially in the fields of oncology, organ 
transplantation and acute, severe complications of trauma and pregnancy (11,000 were treated 
last year). Similarly, several training programs are continuing in spite of difficulties.  
Israel unequivocally demonstrates to the world that it sanctifies life and not death - the lives of 
Palestinian children, adults and elderly, including those of wounded terrorists, are treated in 
Israeli hospitals with the same care and along side Israeli patients. This approach is deeply 
rooted in our Jewish tradition of 'whoever saves one life (and not necessarily the life of a Jew) 
has saved the whole world'.  
Ahmed Tibi, the outspoken Israeli-Arab Knesset member, recently requested that his wounded 
Palestinian niece be transferred from a Palestinian hospital to an Israeli one. Tibi, who often 
accuses Israel of being 'racist', knew that his niece would receive the best medical treatment 
regardless of being a Palestinian, and indeed a full and speedy recovery resulted.  
Why is it then, that this unprecedented, outreaching and caring behavior of Israel remains 
unknown and unreported to the general public, although documented and presented at the 
official bodies of the International Community?  
Is it that 'good news is no news', or is there a 'hidden' agenda of double standards and hypocrisy 
towards Israel (as addressed in Alan Dershowitz's book A Case for Israel)? Or are we the people 
that the world loves to hate? There is a big and unanswered WHY that needs to be addressed.  
 

 

29/10/2004 14:50 
 
I am appalled by the article you have published by Dr. Derrick Summerfield concerning 
Palestinian deaths.  The lack of balance, the absence of objective analysis and the emotional 
illogical conclusions reached by the author can only damage the reputation of your otherwise well 
respected journal.   
 

 

29/10/2004 20:42 
 
Kamran Abbasi, 
 
I am a medical student at the University of Western Ontario, in Canada, and I was shocked when 
I read the article in the Oct. 16 issue entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war 
crimes.”  
This article fails to mention significant facts regarding the current situation in the Middle East and 
is heavily biased against the Israeli side. 
As a medical student and member of the scientific community, I am no longer able to read and 
respect your journal. I have informed many of my colleagues of the situation and they too are 
shocked and appauled. I will not use your journal until the errors of this article have been 
rectified. 
Thank you, 
 

 

29/10/2004 21:05 



 
This email is to express my outrage at the heinous distortions in the recent article by Derek 
Summerfield.  You would be better served sticking to scientific articles based on sound and 
unbiased data. 
As of now, I will not, and will actively discourage my faculty from submitting articles to your 
journal.  I will also not agree to review articles for your journal again.  
 

 

29/10/2004 22:48 
 
Article comparing Palestinian deaths: 
One never stops being surprised. How can you possibly believe that anyone would take you as 
professionals, writing such rubbish, without looking for facts. 
Unbelievable!!! 
 

 

30/10/2004 03:18 
 
The  article in the Oct. 16 issue  entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” 
is a blatantly political attack that presents a one-sided and highly distorted version of history.  
Such a political article is inappropriate for a medical journal. 
The only actual similarity between the 9/11 terrorist hijackers and Israeli actions is the death 
count &#8213; approximately 3,000. Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed 
civilians” &#8213; denying the fact that (1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died 
since September 2000 were terrorists and armed combatants (according to the Institute for 
Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” 
&#8213; in stark contrast to 9/11. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system. 
 

 

30/10/2004 12:19 
 
Dr. Derrick Summerfield exceeds his knowledge and avoids the truth in his analysis of the 
Palestinian victims of the intifada.  A scientific analysis should include statistics from relevant 
disciplines especially when drawing on figures other than those gathered by a specialist in his 
own discipline. 
An instance of this lack of objectivity is the obviously incorrect assumption made by him that all 
who died were innocent civilians.  Palestinians will tell you proudly themselves of militants who 
died for the cause.   
I request that Dr  Summerfield should publish an apology for his bias and lack of honesty. 
 

 

30/10/2004 14:12 



 
Dear Mr. Abbasi -  
 
     The article entitled, “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes”, in the October 
16 Issue of the BMJ is a politically charged, one-sided view of events in the Middle East.  
Regardless of the author”s personal views, it is inappropriate to publish political commentary in 
an academic medical journal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

30/10/2004 15:21 
 
DEAR MR ABBASI 
I THOUGHT MEDICAL JOURNALS ARE SUPPOSED TO BE ABOUT MEDICINE AND NOT 
POLITICAL.DR SUMMERFELDS ARTICLE IS NOT ONLY POLIITAL AND BIASED BUT SHOWS THAT 
NO MATTER WHAT ISRAEL DOES OR DOES NOT DO,THEY WILL ALWAYS BE BLAMED.WHAT 
ABOUT HAMAS AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS WHO BLOW UP CIVILIAN BUSES WITH CHILDREN 
GOING TO SCHOOL ABOARD.I JUST RECENTLY RETURNED FROM EASTERN EUROPE AND SAW 
THE DEATH CAMPS THAT THE NAZIS HAD MADE JUST TO WIPE OUT CERTAIN PEOPLE.MAINLY 
JEWS.DO YOU THINK THAT ISRAEL WILL EVER ALLOW THAT TO HAPPEN AGAIN.\"I KNOW NOT\" 
BY THE WAY I AM A SR BIOCHEMIST AT A LARGE HOSPITAL IN NY 
 

 

30/10/2004 16:17 
 
Dear Acting Editor, 
I am writing to you knowing that you have been inundated with messages following your 
publication of Derek Summerfield”s article about Palestine 2 weeks ago. 
Interestingly, in the first 100 hundred rapid responses, about 85% are firmly against the article 
and the BMJ”s right to publish such an article. I was frankly expecting such a response which 
occurs whenever anyone dares to question the actions of Israel, in any public circle. This is part 
of a co-ordinated effort to stifle public knowledge and debate relating to the issue of Israel. This 
is even when the media e.g. The BBC have been shown to be biased towards Israel in their 
reporting methodology. 
I would congratulate on printing Dr Summerfield”s viewpoint. 
Yours 
 

 

30/10/2004 18:47 
 
A propos of the killing of Palestinian children by Israeli soldiers, as mentioned in the paper 
\"Palestine: the assault on health and other war crimes\": it reminds me of a cartoon that 
depicted, on its left, a Jewish baby in a crib, and IN FRONT OF IT, an Israeli soldier, his weapon 
aimed to the opposite side of the cartoon. On this side, a Palestinian baby in a crib, with a 
Palestinian terrorist standing BEHIND the crib, his weapon aimed at the Israeli soldier. It would 



have helped the reader to convey a more balanced opinion ( if indeed, \"balance\" can be 
established between two opposite views of the value of life). For instance, the glorification of 
martirdom IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS, where to inculcate  ( this is clearly not to \"educate\") 
hatred in the minds of children against all that is Jewish is part of the curriculum, and where the 
very right of Israel to exist is denied. The author may have mentioned that children are 
transformed into bombs, and could have referred to the actual War crime of mothers who bask 
on the violent deaths of their murder bomber children. Golda Meier said it well: the situation will 
only change when Palwestinian mothers learn to love their children more than they hate Jews. 
 

 

30/10/2004 20:27 
 
I came across this article by accident and find it utterly unbelievable.  I have always looked to 
the BBC and the British medical journal as reputable and unbiased reference sources.  If Dr. 
Summerfield is so prejudiced by his political views that it leads him to insert such blatantly 
fallacious propaganda into a scientific publication he should immediately resign from his medical 
position.  If this is his preferred agenda, he has every right to espouse it, but in the correct 
forum.  I for one, will no longer be able to respect or subscribe to your medical journal, and I am 
appalled and astonished that any reputable editor would allow it to be published. 
 

 

31/10/2004 01:30 
 
I was truly shocked to read in the Oct. 16 issue, Derrick Summerfield”s absolutely outrageous, 
and totally false, screed against Israel. It was more than just wrong; it was totally out of place. 
That is, unless BMJ is now to become the British Medical/Political Journal. 
 

 

31/10/2004 03:40 
 
Before branding a nation, get your facts straight. What about the human bombers.....are they 
killing soldier or civilans?  Do your homework and get the facts straight. 
 

 

31/10/2004 12:56 
 
Dear Kamran, 
Assalamu alaikum! I hope that you and your family are well. Congratulations for having the 
courage to publish the article on Palestine. May allah give you the patience to deal with the 
inevitable flak. 
 

 

31/10/2004 13:51 
 



Two reputable medical journals recently allowed crude anti-Israel propaganda to masquerade on 
their pages as legitimate academic discourse:  
 1) The British Medical Journal ¯  hailed by the Financial Times as \\”one of the world\\”s top four 
general medical journals\\” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled \\”Palestine: The 
assault on health and other war crimes.\\” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the 
IDF\\”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties \\”unarmed civilians\\” ¯ denying the fact that (1) 
the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed \\”with impunity\\” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of \\”war crimes,\\” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

31/10/2004 22:07 
 
Dear Sir / Madam: 
 
The recent despicable article about Israel puts your paper in the same league as the German 
Nazi paper Der Stuermer. 
What you are doing is spreading more antisemitic hatred of the Jewish people which you have 
been pursuing since 2,000 years.  
This fascist Nazi article is a blood libel and a lie. You cannot hide that the article is someone elses 
opinion.  
You have now put yourselves on the same league as antisemitic media bent on spreading more 
hatred of the Jewish people.  
 

 

31/10/2004 22:30 
 
You believe that killing chilren in self defence is moraly wrong? Give me your address, and I will 
pay a few kids to stone you to death. Believe me, 3-4 kids, 14-15 years old will kill you in a 
matter of minutes.  
Please give me your address. They can also kill your daughter for free. If you will not give me 
your address , then it means that you don”t really believe that when Israely soldiers kill a kid 
there is anything wrong with it.  
Waiting for your reply. 



By they way, if you really piss me off, I will hunt you down myself , and kill you with rock(10-15 
times hit you over the head until your brain will show up). Hey, that is ok right? as long as I 
don”t have weapon in my arms. 
You seems to forget that Israel is a country of 5 million jews surrounded by Egypt(66 million 
muslims), Iraq(30 million), Syria(30), Iran (30), Jordan(7 million), Lebanon(5 million), and the 
list goes on and on. So for every jew on earth, there is 90  muslims. Imagine 90 kids trying to 
stone you to death, you want to tell me you would not shoot in self defence?? Fucking lier.  
 

 

31/10/2004 22:47 
 
One person walks into the bus full of childrent and blows him self up. 
Second person trying to shoot a terrorist who is responsible for 100”s of civilians casualties , and 
accedently hits bystander. 
You telling me that you believe one of the is just as guilty as the other?? 
Fuck you. You simply hate jews, and guess what, if I find out your address, I will kill your 
children just to prove my point(I will be pallestinian for a day, I don”t have to kill the kids , but I 
will ). 
 

 

01/11/2004 05:12 
 
The    British Medical Journal  &#8213;  hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top 
four general medical journals” &#8213; included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: 
The assault on health and other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the 
IDF”s acts to those of the 9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
    The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count &#8213; approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” &#8213; denying the fact that 
(1) the clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and 
armed combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian 
civilian has been deliberately killed “with impunity” &#8213; in stark contrast to 9/11. 
Summerfield goes on claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
    Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
 

 

01/11/2004 05:56 
 



I am grieved about the article written by Derrick Summerfield on October 16th titled, “Palestine: 
The assault on health and war crimes”. Not only is it bigotist, but it is also unfactual. It is 
disgraceful that this was published in a British Medical Journal. It would really make a difference 
if an apology from Derrick in regards to his ignorance was published in the next Journal.  
May G-d bless you. 
Thankyou! 
 

 

31/10/2004 22:10 

 
Dear Sir / Madam: 
 
The recent despicable article about Israel puts your paper in the same league as the German 
Nazi paper Der Stuermer. 
What you are doing is spreading more antisemitic hatred of the Jewish people which you British 
and European Christians who worship a Jew have been pursuing since 2,000 years.  
This fascist Nazi article is a blood libel and a lie. You cannot hide that the article is someone elses 
opinion.  
You have now put yourselves on the same league as antisemitic media bent on spreading more 
hatred of the Jewish people.  
 

 

01/11/2004 15:48 
 
No wonder that your journal is so antisemitic and anti Israeli with an Arab like you in this 
position. 
 

 

01/11/2004 18:03 
 
There is no easy solution to the Israel/Palestine crisis.  You edit a medical journal, not a political 
journal.  Please consider either limiting commentary in medical articles, allowing for the 
publication of other political viewpoints, or at least comment by the accused governments. 
 

 

01/11/2004 19:41 
 
I am disheartned that you chose to run Dr. Summerfield”s anti-Israeli remarks in your journal.  
First of all, how does this rhetoric get past the initial review?  Restraint should be shown on your 
behalf with regard to publishing articles that spout discrimination under the facade of medical 
relevancy. 
On another note,  If you chose to run such articles, please research the claims of the author for 
validity.  It is clear that Dr. Summerfield”s assertions are incorrect and biased. 
 

 



02/11/2004 02:22 
 
Really don”t need any more anti Israel bias poseing as medical info.....give it up !!! 
 

 

02/11/2004 03:04 
 
I can”t believe you compared the IDF- who is there to protect civilians, with the attackers of 
9/11, woh were there to kill civilians!!!!! 
 

 

02/11/2004 17:45 
 
I would like to congratulate you on publishing “PALESTINE: the assault on health and other war 
crimes” (volume 329 16th October 2004 Page 924) by professor Derek Summerfield of the 
Institute of Psychiatry, London. It is high time that courageous people like professor Summerfield 
come out to condemn rampant war crimes perpetrated by the apartheid, racist government of 
Israel and it backers in the USA. Bravo professor Summerfield! 
 

 

03/11/2004 00:21 
 
Mr. Abbasi: 
 
I was apalled at the article by Dr. Derrick Summerfield published in the British Medical Journal on 
October 16 which accused Israel of heinous crimes against the Palestinians. Not only did the 
article completely omit any mention of the Palestinian terrorism which is the cause of Israeli 
activity, the facts as stated are themselves inaccurate and misleading. To say that Israel has 
killed 3000 unarmed civilians is ignoring the truth that most of those Palestinians were armed 
combatants. The article is filled with many similar distortions, and has no place at all in a 
respected medical journal -- or any publication. 
A retractment would certainly be in order. 
 
Thank you, 
 

 

03/11/2004 17:55 
 
I write to congratulate the BMJ on printing the article by Dr Derek Summerfield on the plight of 
the Palestine people. Having recently returned from the West Bank I have witnessed the 
appalling conditions and restrictions the illegal Israeli occupation and policy of land confiscation is 
having on them. The more people are aware of the situation and realise that state terrorism is as 
bad if not worse than young individuals killing themselves and others in acts of desperation, the 
better. 
Well done! 



 

 

03/11/2004 21:16 
 
I find it quite disturbing that your medical journal has become a forum for political diatribes 
disguised as medical articles as I find in the article \"Palestine: the assault on health and other 
war crimes.\"  Where is the neutrality of science?  What happened to putting the \"results\" in 
the context of related \"research?\"  What happened to honesty?  The British Medical Journal 
should not be a forum for political motivated anti-Israeli propaganda. 
Sincerely, 
 

 

04/11/2004 17:13 
 
The article published by this gentleman, if I may even call him that in your October 16 issue is 
entirely inappropriate and grossly repulsive.  He is a bigoted antisemite who talks about no 
medical practice but rather his own drivel. 
His facts are wrong and the Palestinian barbaric terrorists who murder Israelis with impunity are 
revelling at the fact that academic journals are buying into their propoganda. 
 

 

04/11/2004 19:19 
 
I have never before written to a journal complaining of material it contains but i have also never 
before been subject to such a collection of clear and absolute lies.  Soldiers told to shoot 
children? You have managed in one shameful article to rubbish and bastardise the fine reputation 
your journal previously enjoyed.  Britain the bastion of conserved and measured judgement on 
fact? It seems increasingly this is not the case. 
 

 

28/10/2004 23:12 
 
Dear Editors, 
 
This is my second e-mail to you regarding Dr. Summerfield's recent article in the BMJ. Unless I 
hear from you, it is at the same time my last e-mail regarding this matter. 
In the October 23 issue, you state in the "Editor's choice" column that "The BMJ requires authors 
to declare competing interests", and "When we smell misconduct we hunt it down with editorial 
zeal". And yet, just one BMJ issue back, Dr. Summerfield does not declare his competing 
interest, and, so far, you don’t seem to think that he did anything wrong. As I pointed out in my 
previous e-mail to you, a web-site indicates that he is associated with a Mental Health 
Programme in Gaza. Did you recognize the competing interest, and are you taking any action? As 
you can see, in just two consecutive issues of your own Journal, your words and your actions 
contradict each other. 



A few days ago, I had the honor to talk to Ms. Smith over the phone, and she addressed a couple 
of my questions. At the same time, she told me that in one of the future issues, there will be a 
"Jewish doctor" with an article as a response. I think that this is profoundly wrong. The issue 
needs to be addressed from an ethical perspective, to highlight that allowing biased politics on 
your pages was inappropriate and offensive. Unfortunately, by putting an unbalanced pro-
Palestinian article, and then intending to put a "Jewish doctor" to write another article, you 
yourselves are in fact perpetuating the central problem that stands at the heart of this entire 
controversy: that politics should be out. After the "Jewish doctor" that Ms. Smith mentioned will 
publish, will you allow yet another article in response? When will you stop and how will you 
decide when not to allow a response any longer? Unfortunately, it profoundly saddens me, as this 
indicates that you still did not realize, after all this time, that the central issue is not who is right 
and who is wrong, but that the entire political debate should disappear from your Journal for 
good (web-sie included). 
Further, I have one last issue I’d like to address. Dr. Summerfield states in his BMJ article that 
"Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorized to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat". This is a serious statement. It does not question the possibility; it states that it is true. 
Are you, the British Medical Journal, prepared to take full and immediate moral and legal 
responsibility for this statement that will forever remain on your pages? Are you prepared to 
provide formal documents to back it?  
After all, the statement attacks an entire national army! The author also states that 
“Remarkably, IMA president Dr Y Blachar is currently chairperson of the council of the World 
Medical Association (WMA)”. First, he makes one generalization, talking about the Israeli army. 
Then, he becomes offensive for a second time, singling out Dr. Blachar. Even if he has a bad 
opinion about the entire Israeli army, does this suggest that every single person is inappropriate 
for a certain function? Schools and Universities everywhere teach their students not to single 
someone out, based on country of origin, race or religion. This is why I believe that Dr. 
Summerfield’s words, on your Journals’ pages, only perpetuate prejudice – in a world that goes 
to extensive lengths to fight against this very ugly trait. 
I have not seen an apology in print. I think you owe it to your readers and to the medical 
community. Your silence might be viewed as arrogance towards paying subscribers, who support 
your Journal, and towards the entire medical community that read it, thinking they will learn 
medicine and found biased politics instead.  Remember the famous quote: “Don't be afraid to 
make a mistake. But make sure you don't make the same mistake twice”. 
I remain sincerely yours and I am waiting for your kind reply. I would again like to emphasize 
how much I have appreciated your Journal in the past. 
 
With warm regards, 
 

 

28/10/2004 11:16  

 
I am sure that Dr Summerfield would deny he is an anti-Semite.  However, he clearly values 
Jewish life so little that no reference is made to it in the above article where he criticises Israel”s 
measures in protecting its own citizens.  I am amazed that the BMA allows such propaganda 
within its publication.  There was not a word on the multiple terrorist activities towards men, 
women and children who are targeted just because they were Jews.  There was not a word on 



the vast number of outrages against Jews in Arab Lands past and present.  There was not a word 
on Arafat”s own terrorism against his own people.  There was not a word on the treatment of 
Palestinian  civilians in Israeli Hospitals.  There was not a word about the use of ambulances to 
ferry terrorists.   
At the very least, the Editor of the BMJ should arrange for an immediate rebuttal of these views.  
If he does not, then he should consider his own position.   
I also have to consider why I am being asked to pay £360.00 a year to support Palestinian 
propaganda, and would be grateful for an urgent reply. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

27/10/2004 23:44 
 
Dear Dr Kamran Abassi 
 
I learnt today from a friend from Jerusalem, Ruth Rigbi, and that she and her Arabic-speaking 
husband,  Professor Meir Rigbi [a world expert on leeches and blood clotting who is a Jew of 
Lebanese origin] have been helping Muhammed Abassi and family with their legal case against 
illegal settlers in part of their home in the Silwan area - it got settled over second temple period 
Jewish tombs you know- but the situation is today's and if you enquire I think you will be able to 
confirm this story. I am assuming they may be members of your extended family. 
But that does not mean that in any way I alter my opinion that the pages of the BMJ are not 
pages to be used for political purposes. If you are to occupy such an Editorship it is scholarship 
that should grace the pages, informed opinions, not rhetoric. Which is why I ask you, despite 
your own no doubt deeply pqssionate opinions and hurt, nonetheless, out of respect for your 
profession and the standards of the journal in your stewardship,both honourably to apologise for 
letting through Derek Summerfield's opinions and also to resign. 
I think you could make a difference to your people by serving as a doctor and a voice for 
cooperation and implementation of the recommendations drafted and subscribed to in Cairo by 
Fathi Arafat and others, Elia Awwad was there and Dr Ayad El Sarraj's sister was also there, and 
Dr Cairo Arafat is another person along with Khayat khaloun, and Dr Abdul Aziz Thabet so that 
we might together try to get some viable constructive process going at the professional level 
where we might eventually be able to do something about turning the tides of violence 
destroying our peoples. 
You said you were going to read what I sent to you, please let us meet to discuss whether we 
might indeed be able to get something constructive done to alter this lemming-like state in which 
our peoples seem locked. 
 
 
Yours 
 

 

26/10/2004 11:06 

 
Dear Dr Abbasi, 



 
As you might imagine, I (and surely many others ) are finding the ongoing  "correspondance" re 
Dr Summerfield's piece increasingly shrill and counterproductive. 
I am writing to you personally , without sending in any official note, in the hope that you will 
carefully consider what I have to say.  
First allow me to get one thing out of the way: I do not (necessarily) equate criticism of Israel, 
Jews or Zionism with racisnm or  anti-Semitism . There are legitimate things to criticise here as 
everywhere. (You should hear our dinner-time conversations!) In fact my wife and I attended a 
rally last evening in support of the withdrawal from Gaza which was full of legitimate criticism of 
the present gov't policies (albeit in support of one of Sharon's policies: withdrawal). 
I have participated in many demonstrations, and written numerous  articles criticising what 
happens in this little piece of land . I have just returned from Jordan last week where I met with 
Palestinian , Jordanian, Canadain and Israeli colleagues to discuss ICRAM's program and to try to 
set up a regional meeting . I was able to get the cooperataion of my colleagues to arrange such a 
conference which I hope we can hold in  the spring. 
My position is clear : for the sake of both peoples there musty be peace and we must divide 
Palestine/Israel  in two : one country for the Jews and one for the Arabs. Many people share my 
view -on both sides of the border. 
However, what (and how) Summerfield wrote, and what many (but of course  not all) of his 
supporters have said in your electronic pages borders on or crosses the line into pure Israel 
bashing and Jew baiting . Unfortunately, this is neither a  new nor an isolated phenomenon .For 
your convenience, I have attached a short piece by the Harvard historian and scholar D. 
Goldhagen which expresses my thoughts succinctly. 
Please take a minute to read it and you will understand my fears and concerns . 
Legitimate criticism of Israel, Jews and Zionists is fair , but when these targets are  singled out , 
vilified and held to a much higher standard than other countries and peoples, any reasonable  
person must begin to wonder what exactly is going on . 
Once again , as I have written to both you and Richard in the past , I do believe that the BMJ is 
one of the finest medical journals in the world . However this  article/correspondance  and the 
sensationalist "What's hot: Palestine,etc ...."  which is still   on the BMJ home page  only sully the 
BMJ's fine name and image . 
 
With great respect. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

05/11/2004 21:47 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
 
I was quite shocked to see such hate-filled political rhetoric by Dr. Derrick Summerfield in your 
October 16 issue in what is normally an objection, high-quality publication.  Although a layman, I 
occasionally visit the bmj website. 
Dr. Summerfield stated that Israeli soldiers are authorised to shoot children, and many other 
biased lies.  I thought this was a medical journal!  Please don”t tell me that you that the BMJ has 
become a political battleground. Or has it? 



If you truly wanted to cover a medical issue, or to at least pretend to present an objective view 
of the Middle East, you could have noted how the terror campaign of the Palestinians (which 
purposely targets thousands of unarmed civilians) and the thorough corruption of the Palestinian 
government has resulted in a bismal healthcare system.   
I sincerely hope that you repudiate Dr. Summerfield”s comments.  Even if you agree with them, 
I hope that you will at least agree and acknowledge that the BMJ is not the place for such 
rhetoric.  
 
Respectfully, 
 

 

06/11/2004 03:06 
 
Dear Kamran Abbasi, 
 
You seem to have missed the point of my leter. It was an invitation to try to get something 
constructive going in a professional way. 
I said, carefully, because my fiends are friendly with Abbasi family in Silwan area for years now, 
that you 'may' have family there there. But you don't. Mybrother is a geneologist so looks for 
connections- forgive me for a wrong tentative assumption. 
But what about the suggestion that something constructive be attempted? Thank you for a 
sensible and accurate response today to sy=ummerfiled's stuff- it was a very solid piece. 
 
yours 
 

 
 

 

05/11/2004 18:05 
 
Congratulations on your "Editor's choice" piece today, in particular your declaration of a duty to 
highlight concerns about abuses of state power and not shying away from the truth that there 
are always health issues in politics (and vice-versa). 
I've followed the raging rapid responses to Summerfield's Personal View; from the Missing The 
Point Entirely ("unscientific" "not EBM") to the rabid Zionist (predictable) to the most pertinent (A 
M Rouse's quote from Derfner) and can only hope that those contributed by people who actually 
have on-the-ground personal experience of the desperate plight of the Palestinian poor and 
suffering will open the eyes of those who have not, whatever standpoint they are coming from or 
whatever posture they feel obliged to adopt.  
But it might have been better to solicit two personal views and publish them side by side or have 
them as a "for" and "against" debate article than publish Summerfield's (deliberately) 
inflammatory piece alone.  
Peace and reconciliation in the Middle East will come about not by polarising opinion but by 
dialogue, personal contact and mutual recognition of the right to peaceful co-existence, health 
care and respect for human values. Not by demonisation. 
 



 

08/11/2004 15:35 
 
You should publish Arutz-7’s Beth Goodtree article below to balance out the terribly inaccurate 
and anti-Israeli article you published by Derek Summerfield. 
 
You”d think that one of the four leading medical journals in the world wouldn”t engage in 
deliberate malpractice and even quackery. You”d think. But it is obvious that that the British 
Medical Journal has done so with a vengeance. And with vitriol. And with malice aforethought. 
And with ignorance. 
In an article entitled \"Palestine: the assault on health and other war crimes\", the British 
Medical Journal violates the most basic and elementary rule in medical practice -- getting all the 
facts and getting them straight before you make a diagnosis. They also violate one of the 
cardinal rules needed to remain respected in journalism -- they published outright lies, 
falsehoods and gross distortions. 
The article, written by Derek Summerfield, who is cited as an Honorary Senior Lecturer at the 
Institute of Psychiatry in London, is, as stated, an opinion piece. But that doesn”t negate the 
British Medical Journal”s responsibility for accuracy and facts. It also doesn”t negate the British 
Medical Journal”s accountability and even liability for any negative impact resulting from such 
obviously biased and even hate-filled and prejudicial opinion, which even ignores (or is ignorant 
of) international law.  
In his second sentence (after his thesis is stated in the first), Mr. Summerfield already shows his 
deception: \"The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians 
since September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.\" What he 
does not state is the breakdown of what type of person was killed -- terrorist or civilian. Nor does 
he give the source for his facts. Also, by equating Israel”s defensive operations with the terrorist 
murders of 9-11, he is not-so-subtly implying that Israel is the equivalent of the mass murdering 
Al-Qaeda. 
According to the best statistics available, about two thirds of the 2,800 or so (1,866) non-Israelis 
killed were combatants.(1) Moreover, 365 of the non-combatants killed were killed by actions of 
their own side. Also, this figure may not include those homicide/genocide bombers, who 
perpetrated 138 attacks of mass murder.  
Regarding those putative civilians killed in the Arab Intifada against the sovereign state of Israel 
and her civilian population, the Geneva Convention is very specific: all the deaths are the 
responsibility of the Arabs engaged in the war. First, here is the law, then an explanation. 
Convention (IV) Relative to The Protection of Civilian Persons In Time of War 
Signed at Geneva, 12 August 1949  
 
PART III Status and Treatment of Protected Persons \"Section I. Provisions common to the 
Territories of the Parties to the Conflict and to Occupied Territories\"  
 
Art. 28. The presence of a protected person may not be used to render certain points or areas 
immune from military operations.  
 
Art. 29. The Party to the conflict in whose hands protected persons may be, is responsible for the 
treatment accorded to them by its agents, irrespective of any individual responsibility which may 
be incurred.(3) 
 



In plain English, the above articles state that a combatant hiding among a civilian population 
may not use said population as a human shield and is responsible for any casualties or deaths 
incurred. This means that the Arabs themselves are responsible for all of their civilian casualties, 
since they never, ever engage in lawful warfare - to include the wearing of uniforms (to thus 
distinguish themselves from civilian populations), or stage operations and maintain barracks, or 
retreat to non-civilian areas. In each case of Israeli military action, said action was taken in 
response to Arab acts of war against the Israeli civilian population.  
Going back to those putative “civilians”, according to the Arab”s own figures, as put forth by The 
Jerusalem Media and Communication Center and The Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey 
Research in Ramallah, 75% support homicide/genocide bombings of Israelis, and \"83.9 percent, 
support the continuation of the war of aggression against Israeli civilians.\"(3) 
International Law is very clear as to who is a civilian. Article 3, section 1 of the Geneva 
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War states the following: 
\"Persons taking no active part in the hostilities...\"(4) 
These 83.9% then, may be counted as combatants and not “innocent” civilians, since such 
support has been clearly demonstrated to show incitement through (at the very least) hate 
speech, which is a crime of genocide. According to The UN International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights: \"Any advocacy of national racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement 
to discrimination, hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law.\"(5) 
So let”s get back to that inflammatory and wildly inaccurate second sentence by the esteemed 
Mr. Summerfield. So far, we have determined that the unvetted number of Arabs killed who were 
combatants is 1,866. The unvetted number of putative civilian Arabs killed is, so far, 934. Time 
to vet these numbers for scientific accuracy, as I am sure both Mr. Summerfield and the British 
Medical Journal would want us to do. 
Readjusting the figures to reflect those putative civilian Arabs killed by actions of their own side -
- 365, that makes a total of 568. If you factor in those who do not legally fall under the Geneva 
Convention designation of \"Persons taking no active part in the hostilities...,\" to include those 
who support the illegal acts of genocidal murder by suicide bombers, as well as the entire illegal 
war of terror called “the Intifadah”, you must reduce the 568 total by 83.9%. This leaves a grand 
total of ~91 people who, to everyone”s definition, fall in the category of completely innocent 
civilians. This is a far cry from 2,800 people. In fact, this is an inflation of figures by nearly 
3000%! 
As to the ultimate responsibility of those 91 innocent deaths, leaving aside the illegalities of 
waging and staging a war from a civilian area as the Arabs do, one must look at the events 
leading up to them. Israel, at Camp David, offered the Arabs not just peace, but peace with over 
99% of what the Arabs wanted. The Arabs flatly turned Israel down and the Arabs -- not the 
Israelis -- initiated this war. So ultimately, even those 91 deaths are the responsibility of the 
aggressors -- in this case, the Arabs, for two proven reasons. 
In reading the entire opinion piece, there are no credible facts nor even any balance whatsoever. 
Not one word is mentioned about any negative impact of the war of genocide(6) by the Arabs 
against an innocent Israeli Jewish population. No mention of the fact that Israel has suffered 
11,356 casualties including 73 suicide bomb attacks, which killed 293 Israelis, since the outbreak 
of violence in September 2000. Nor is mentioned the approximately 400 rocket attacks 
specifically aimed at civilian homes. Nor is mentioned that a total of 1,017 Israelis and foreigners 
have been killed by Arab terror, nay war, deliberately targeting an innocent civilian population in 
the past four years.(7) 
It seems that the British Medical Journal”s reputation is no longer deserved. It also appears that 
the British Medical Journal, using very poor cognitive and decision-making skills in publishing 



such an obviously anti-Semitic and inflammatory piece, may be guilty of war crimes under the 
“hate speech” clause of the Geneva Convention.(see footnote 5)  
As for Mr. Summerfield, sadly for him, he has revealed himself to be suffering from at least one, 
if not numerous mental and/or emotional defects. His denial of reality, his confabulations and his 
inappropriate use of a scientific forum to put forth such a hate-filled diatribe, couched in pseudo-
science, is really a cry for help. Luckily for him, he works in a place that might offer him such 
services. 
 
Footnotes: 
[EDITORIAL NOTE: Some of these links don’t work] 
(1) See http://www.ict.org.il.  
As in the Jenin operation, the Arabs occupying Jewish Palestine have demonstrated their lack of 
veracity regarding facts and figures. In Jenin, the Arabs reported it as a massacre of 500 civilians 
and later revised their figures to 56. (The UN report further revised the figure to 52, 30 of whom 
were armed combatants.) This same article shows that Israeli statistical reporting (which 
estimated between 45 and 55) is much more accurate than that of the Arab press and anti-Israel 
sources.  
See also http://www.campusprogram.com/.../jenin.html and 
http://www.rense.com/general24/dt.htm. 
2) http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/92.htm.  
3.) See http://www.jmcc.org/publicpoll/results/2002/no44.htm and 
http://www.pcpsr.org/survey/polls/2003/p9epressrelease.html.  
4.) http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/92.htm 
5.) http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/a_ccpr.htm  
6.) See http://www.hrweb.org/legal/genocide.html  
\"...genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in 
part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such:  
(a) Killing members of the group;  
(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;  
(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical 
destruction in whole or in part;  
(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;\"  
The Arabs routinely target civilian populations consisting of Israelis and/or Jews with particular 
attention to families, children and pregnant women, thereby trying to destroy any future 
generations. 
7.) http://www.israelforum.com/.../t-6573.html and 
http://www.jpost.com/...1096259492154&apage=1. 
[With many thanks to, who helped me with the research, and the “anonymous math teacher” 
who helped with the number-crunching.] 
 

 

08/11/2004 19:11 
 
How dare you take a one sided political view and let it be published in a medical review journal. 
Please, I asume you are educated or you would not have the position you do. Check out 
Isreal21c web sight and view with an open mind contributions made for the sciences and medical 
research by Israeli”s. 



Now, show me similar information on Palistinian Arabs.. You can”t- why? Because their leader 
and regeim have kept all the money sidelined for the people for medical and educational uses, 
for the infrastructure of the new state for Palestinians. Their leaders brainwashed the innocent 
children to be Shahid”s and kill innocent Jews in Israel- why not use your publication to help arab 
youth in Gaza and west bank to become educated productive members of a progressive world- 
rather than allowing your employees to write slanderous-political motivated mis-information- ? 
Use your publication to further medical research and ideas? It only makes sense 
 

 

08/11/2004 23:23 
 
I find it totally inappropriate for a medical journal to pass political comment and what can easily 
be construed as bias on thecircumstances in Isarel and Palestine! This detracts from your stature 
as a renowned medical journal 
 

 

09/11/2004 01:07 
 
As usual the rabid pro-Israeli lobby rally en masse to attack any critique of Israel’s inhumane 
policies towards the Palestinians.  The more they shout, the less credible they seem.  Such 
papers definitely have a place in the BMJ and the editors should be congratulated for publishing 
these. 
 

 

09/11/2004 15:50 
 
Dear Dr Abbasi, 
  
Are we to be grateful to you as acting editor of the BMJ for allowing a ‘Jewish’ doctor (in your 
words) to respond to Summerfield’s article? 
Actually, the flurry of activity in this week’s BMJ has proved rather well that the publishing of 
Summerfield’s uncorroborated diatribe was a mistake for which you still find yourself unable to 
apologise. 
In real terms Fellerman’s article is excellent and presents all the facts and all the evidence for 
everyone to see. But why are you publishing it, Dr Abbasi? Was it planned? Clearly not as the 
article is obviously written in response to Summerfield. So did you originally plan to publish 
something else to show the other side of the story? Past evidence from the BMJ would suggest 
otherwise. For example, the last Summerfield rant aimed largely at Israeli doctors and at the 
head of the Israel Medical Association Yoram Blachar (6th September 2003), only generated a 
handful of rapid responses. The BMJ graciously allowed Blachar to reply in print but also gave 
Summerfield another opportunity to rubbish him in the same issue. Not quite as even handed as 
one would expect. 
Your current editorial explains how the BMJ will not shy away from difficult issues. I agree, but 
difficult issues still require balanced articles and inaccuracy together with deceit should not be 
allowed to sneak in, even under the title ‘personal views’. Articles which give a fair and even-
handed outlook on the situation in the Middle East would indeed be welcome. However, a quick 



search of the BMJ shows a penchant for anti-Israel articles and letters instead. (Summerfield, 
Halileh and Hartling, Hopkinson, Jabbour, Alofs, Bhutta – all easily referenced by searching the 
BMJ site.)   
I think we can safely assume that without the torrent of criticism directed at the BMJ for 
publishing Summerfield’s article we would not have seen any riposte, let alone Fellerman’s 
impressive article and it is that which I find disturbing.  
So the BMJ has seen fit to publish an accurate, referenced article on the Middle East and for this 
I suppose I should be grateful. Shame it required an international outcry to force you to act. This 
entire episode has been farcical and has allowed the BMJ to descend into the unpleasant world of 
the gutter press. For your part in this debacle Dr Abbasi, you owe us all, at the very least, an 
apology. 
 

 

10/11/2004 07:20 
 
Since when did your medical journal start printing political articles?  I was amazed that you 
printed the article by Dr. Derrick Summerfield without editing out the political twist. 
Comparing 9/11 with the deaths among the Palestinian people should have been edited out of 
the article or Dr. Summerfield should have been asked to remove the political propaganda from 
the medical facts.  You show what you stand for by what you do and do not allow to be printed.  
Shame on you for becoming a political editor of a political magazine.  You have compromised 
your reputation even if the publication has already chosen to become a political magazine instead 
of a medical journal. 
If you are going to be a medical journal with a good reputation then do it.  If you are going to be 
a political magazine then do it.  Do not mix the two because you will not be respected. 
 

 
09 November 2004 15:27 
 
Dear Dr Summerfield,  
 
I write in admiration and support of your article in the BMJ on 16th October 2004.   
Do not be deterred by the Zionist lobby who organise powerful campaigns against anyone who 
shows any interest in, or support for the Palestinians. 
I have been a victim of such campaigns myself and find them abhorrent. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 

10/11/2004 14:23 

 

Re: Failure to disclose conflict of interestThe article by editorial registrar Kamran Abbasi in the 
BMJ of March 28th reported a 'well orchestrated campaign in the media' against the work of 
Professor David Southall's team, and warned readers to be wary of 'highly active and 
troublesome rings (of) child abusers who justify their actions by communicating with other 



abusers and seeking their support', and alarmingly linking these with 'child sexual abuse(rs)' and 
'genocide programmes in Bosnia and Rwanda'.  

If this is true then Professor Southall would be justified in complaining and of course the BMJ 
equally right to publicise his concerns.  

However, Dr Abbasi has not followed the procedure normally required of journalists making such 
serious claims, which is to check the facts, and there is in my opinion an issue of failure to 
disclose a potential conflict of interest existing at the time of publication - which has now been 
revealed.  

Such media reports which contained criticisms of Professor Southall's work, some of which I have 
helped produce, are based on complaints by parents in two entirely distinct areas. There are 
some who claim they have been mistakenly accused by Professor Southall of Munchausen's 
Syndrome by Proxy child abuse as a result of over reliance on 'profiling', a method pioneered by 
Professor Southall's team. Professor Southall refuses to accept that any of his diagnoses may 
have been false positives, and in the face of this the parents continue to campaign for an 
investigation, as much for their own sakes as for the sake of others who might also be 
mistakenly labelled.  

I know of no-one who claims that all of the circa 100 cases in which Professor Southall has been 
involved were false positives, only that refusal to accept the existence of any mistaken diagnoses 
puts his method in doubt. Nor do I know of anyone who says that another of Professor Southall's 
pioneering methods, Covert Video Surveillance, does not have a place in investigating suspected 
serious assaults on babies, if used within an agreed protocol and subject to forensic safeguards.  

To liken those campaigners to members of sexual abuse rings or to perpetrators of genocide is 
not only bizarre, but is also an unjustified attack on a second group of campaigners, 'untainted', 
if the first group will excuse the use of this description, in any way through child abuse 
allegations, who are looking for an investigation into the way a research project involving 
Continuous Negative Extrathoracic Pressure ventilators and premature babies with Respiratory 
Distress Syndrome was run at North Staffordshire Hospital by Professor Southall's team.  

All these families did was to have their babies used in a research project. Some of the babies 
died and others suffered brain damage. To my knowledge it is not a part of their complaint that 
the babies' deaths and brain injuries were directly caused by the research, only that they want 
answers to some very serious questions about the nature of the informed consent that was 
obtained for the inclusion of their babies in the trial. They cannot be likened to abusers or mass 
killers and they deserve an apology from the BMJ.  

But the reason I send this response now and not in March is not because I feel delayed upset at 
being so categorised myself, I am just curious that Dr Abbasi did not feel the need when he 
published his eulogistic news report to disclose that he had just returned from an offical BMJ visit 
to Afghanistan with Professor Southall and at the latter's invitation. This only emerged in a paper 
published in the current issue of the BMJ. (Kabul diary - Kamran Abbasi - BMJ 1998; 317: 401-
405.)  

 

 



11/11/2004 00:12 
 
I am a physician in the USA for 30 years.  You are a moslem terrorist sympathizer who hates 
Israel and the Jewish nation.  You have hijacked the BMJ to publish anti Israeli garbage 
propaganda.   Please don't show your filthy shit covered hands in this country. 
May you rot in hell you bastard son of a bitch. 
 

 

11/11/2004 06:11 
 
How can you publish Dr. Summerfield”s inane comments from his article entitled “Palestine: The 
assault on health and other war crimes” in your journal?  His remarks make a comparison 
between radical Muslim extremists like the 9/11 hijackers and the Israeli Army.  In fact, 
Palestinians who have been killed, for the most part, have been aggressors brandishing weapons 
while the Israeli”s have been innocent civilians.  Why, Dr. Abbass, do you let these false 
statments be published?  I hope you die of HIV disease like Yasser Arafat.   
 

 

11/11/2004 08:10 
We offer our condolences on the death of the Egyptian, Mohammed Yassir Abdul-Raouf Qudwa 
Al-Husseini who”s life was apparently more important to you than the thousands who died on 
September 11th, 2001 or the soldiers of your country who fight every moment of every day for 
your right to publish your political agenda in a medical journal with impunity and a blatant 
disregard for scientific method, reference or study. 
 

 

11/11/2004 08:22 
Dear Kamran, 
 
Thank you very much for your prompt reply, I am grateful that you took time to answer me 
personally. I have taken on board your 5 points and hope you will allow me to comment on them 
briefly. 
1.   Summerfield’s rapid response does indeed provide ‘sources’ for his original article 
but two things need to be taken into account. Firstly, no reference is made to his most 
outrageous claims (eg that Israeli soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children or that 
ambulances are consistently fired upon etc) and secondly his reference list is comically one-sided 
(Palestine NGO’s, Palestine Monitor, Amnesty, Barghouti, B’tselem, The Guardian and 
Summerfield himself.) Not a single good word about Israel has ever come out of any of these 
organisations/people. If Summerfield can quote the Guardian and then in the same article say 
that there is a ‘huge world press pro-Israel slant’ then he clearly has no insight. Essentially, 
when it comes to the Middle East, Derek Summerfield put his cards on the table a long time ago. 
He has a fixed mind-set and remains unmoved by any evidence that he does not agree with. For 
him to be  writing ‘balanced’ articles on the Middle East for the BMJ is, to my mind, wholly 
inappropriate . 



2.   (and 3).As to the timing of Fellerman’s article I am, of course, prepared to take 
you on your word about when (and why) you gave him the opportunity to respond. However, in 
all my years of reading the BMJ I have NEVER seen an article that even came close to delivering 
the Israeli perspective, until Fellerman’s piece. Is this just a coincidence? 
4.   True, we may never agree on this but bear one thing in mind, that you have a 
captive audience. I don’t have to buy the Mirror but if I want membership of my trade union then 
I must pay for the BMJ like it or not. I believe that this confers a degree of responsibility that 
other papers and journals do not require. 
5.   So why have rapid responses at all if even you believe they are farcical? Some of 
those available on the BMJ website have truly plumbed new depths for a medical journal. 
As a doctor who has lived and worked in Israel I have seen how the system really works. I have 
treated Arabs and Jews alike, never discriminating or even caring who was who. As such, I was 
personally insulted by the baseless claims made in Summerfield’s article which were printed 
under your auspices. It is for these reasons and others alluded to in my previous correspondence 
that I believe you were wrong to publish Summerfield’s article. This was and still is the reason 
behind my request for an apology. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 

11/11/2004 21:08 
 
Dear Sir regarding the article Plaestine: The assault on health and other war crimes by Dr D. 
Summerfield. I believe that this article is totally inappropriate for a respected medical journal to 
publish. I thank you for your rebuttal and applaud this action thank you 
 

 

12/11/2004 01:27 
 
I think it is highly inappropriate for a respected medical journal to print material that is bias and 
not factual. 

 

 

12/11/2004 02:19 

 
Kamran 
 
Koskesh. Shenidam mekhay kooneh mollah ra baz ham belisi va ba koon beshooun bedi. 
koondeh-e-arb koonshoor. at least get them to wear a condom when u stick your hairly ass ou to 
them.  
 

 



12/11/2004 12:40 

 
Your Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes.” by 
Dr. Derrick Summerfield is well written but it should not be included as a political essay in a 
prestigious medical journal. The BMJ serves to advance medical knowledge but should not be 
used as a venue for political discourse. 

 

 

12/11/2004 13:27 
 
Abbasi, it is not useful for you to make statements like this if you want to get your point across. 
You are deemed as an intelligent person, prove it. Show the world you are able to critically think 
of an argument and show that there are two sides to every coin. 
 

 

12/11/2004 13:46 
 
Greetings 
 
This is in regard to the article about Israel and the Dr.”s assumtion of Israel being terrorist. He 
forgot to tell of all the bus bombings of innocent children and  all the super market bombings of 
innocent people, he forgot to tell that Arrafat has taught his people that  he and all arabs will not 
be happy until all Jews are pushed into the sea.. seems to me he forgot a lot of things.. And 
most of all if they would just stop there terrorist attacks there would be peace , but we know that 
won”t happen  because there will be know  Arrab who will stand up and state the truth .. Israel 
has the right to exist. Arafat had all he asked for in the peace talks with Clinton and still turned it 
down because it was missing the only thing he really wanted and that as that all the Jews be 
killed off the face  of the earth. 
he bible says that all nations will come against Israel and that is happpening.  but in the end 
they will prevail when Jesus returns. 
Thank you  

 

 

12/11/2004 19:09 
 
Fuck off jerk and go to Israel to find out what the truth is, if you were interested in the truth, 
that is.  But no matter what you do, stop your distorted propaganda and face the facts! 
 

 

12/11/2004 20:24 
 



The BMJ -- hailed by the Financial Times as “one of the world”s top four general medical 
journals” ¯ included in its Oct. 16 issue an article entitled “Palestine: The assault on health and 
other war crimes.” The author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, compares the IDF”s acts to those of the 
9/11 terrorist hijackers: 
 
The Israeli army, with utter impunity, has killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since 
September 2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
Summerfield goes on to claim that since some Palestinian minors have died from wounds to the 
upper body and head: 
Clearly, soldiers are routinely authorised to shoot to kill children in situations of minimal or no 
threat. 
Beyond falsely branding Israel as guilty of “war crimes,” deliberate child-killing, illegal 
colonization and apartheid, the article makes absolutely no mention of how Palestinian terror and 
political corruption have contributed to the unfortunate state of the Palestinian heath system.  
How dare you - as editor of this journal which indeed is well-respected - allow such blatant anti-
Semitic lies allow this filth to be published. Did not England learn from Mr. Churchill and all of 
WWII the danger of such salacious propaganda? I am astounded and entirely disappointed. 

 

 

12/11/2004 20:29 
 
In the article “Palestine: The assault on health and other war crimes,” dated 16 October 2004, 
the author, Dr. Derrick Summerfield, makes factual errors and sweeping statements that are 
clearly of a biased nature. In fact, it seems to me that the principle purpose of the article is to 
stir up hatred towards the nation of Israel. 
Characterizing the inadvertent killing of non-combatants by the IDF in the course of prosecuting 
their own self-defense, or in the pursuits of the national policy of the state of Israel as 
\"extrajudicial executions\" is slanderous. By what standard do those regrettable deaths qualify 
as executions?  Webster defines “Execution” as “putting to death,” implying both intent and 
process. Is it Dr. Summerfield”s contention that the IDF systematically detained Palestinians, and 
then put them to death? If so, where is his evidence of this activity? Dr. Summerfield has made 
an extraordinary claim, and thus needs extraordinary evidence to back this claim. 
Dr. Summerfield asserts that the numbers of UNARMED Palestinian dead approximate the deaths 
of 9/11. While those numbers are essentially correct, the statement \"UNARMED\" is clearly 
false. Responsible and rigorous analysis* places the correct number at or near 617 Palestinian 
noncombatants killed, from 2000 to 2002. Extrapolating to 2004, and assuming a similar rate of 
fatality (Yes, I know assumptions are dangerous, but this one seems well within reason), would 
yield approximately 1200 non-combatant deaths. While this is a shocking and deplorable 
number, it in no way, shape, or form approximates the numbers of 9/11 dead. I can only 
conclude that Dr. Summerfield used the 9/11 references in an attempt to generate an emotional 
reaction the reader.  



To be sure, I did experience an emotional reaction: Disgust. Disgust that such an eminent 
journal such as yours could publish such inflammatory and biased rhetoric, and disgust at Dr. 
Summerfield”s blatant emotional and factual manipulation. 
To be sure, there does lie in the meat of Dr. Summerfield”s article the germs of a thoughtful 
article, but by the use of slanted and inflammatory language, not to mention grotesquely 
distorted numbers, he has instead come off as no better than a propagandist, and the British 
Medical Journal has come off as his dupe. 

 

 

12/11/2004 21:22 
 
Your Anti Israel Statement: Palestinian casualties since 9/11 
 
The only actual similarity between the two is the death count ¯ approximately 3,000. 
Summerfield labels all Palestinian casualties “unarmed civilians” ¯ denying the fact that (1) the 
clear majority of Palestinians who have died since September 2000 were terrorists and armed 
combatants (according to the Institute for Counter-Terrorism), and (2) no Palestinian civilian has 
been deliberately killed “with impunity” ¯ in stark contrast to 9/11.  
 I am FED UP WITH PEOPLE LIKE YOU THAT HATE ISRAEL and distort the facts. 

 

 

13/11/2004 00:37 
 
I came across this link on some Likudnik website called \"Honestreporting.com\". Apparently, 
they want people to send you hate mail. Not me. The author of the study commenting on Israelis 
killing Palestinians with impunity is a fact often lost on Americans (actually, we just elected the 
biggest idiot we could - what can I say?). Consider this my condemnation of their propaganda 
and a small victory for an abused people. Keep reporting the facts as you see them. 
 

 

13/11/2004 15:21 
 
It is clear to me that your views on matters such as the Israeli/Palestinian conflicts are very one 
sided. If one were to look at situations like this from a rational perspective, you would see clearly 
that the whole \"choice\" of peace lays in the hands of palestinian leaders. Anyone who looks at 
this matter long enough sees that there is a large difference between the group killing of 
innocent civilians and the killing of armed terrorists. I know that this cannot swing your anti 
semetic mind, never the less, I am just trying to inform you that you need to look into these 
matters with an open mind. Thank you for your time, peace. 

 

 



13/11/2004 17:22 

 
A recent BMJ article in the BMJ, dicussing the war in Jerusalim made outrageous remarks and 
allegations about Isreal, without giving any credence to the Palastian terrorists and their 
gruesum acts.I will not be reading this Journal, which I have been reading since 1960, if these 
irregularties continue. I read the the BMJ regularly for it”s medical and scientific content. I 
equate political pontificating with the likes of spoiled Hollywood Leftists here in the \"States, and 
will not accept, or tolerate it in a professional journal! Shme on you! 

 

 

13/11/2004 19:36 
 
Perhaps the good doctor, should live with us in Israel and see how children that have been brain 
washed from an early age with hatred are now carrying out sucide bombings against dare i say it 
Israeli (civillians - children ) who i am sure the good doctor would label as acceptable targets, 
being Israeli and as such fair game. 
Have the courage, Dr. Summerfield to live at close quarters to the mayhem that the so called 
peace loving palistnians are causing, come and live in Israel and wonder always whether 
tomorrow will be you last day on earth and all you did was go to the market, or to the restaurant 
or take a bus ride to your home. 
shame on the BMI, for accepting such a distorted view of such a tragic situation. 
 

 

13/11/2004 20:42 
 
I”m disappointed in the anti-Israeli point of view presented in your journal.  It is indeed a one 
sided argument.  If you want to add political commentaries for the benefit of your subscribers, 
then you might also consider the entire picture, and at least present a more balanced account of 
things in the Middle East.  I really think it would be behoove you and your readers if you just 
stick to medicine.    
 

 

13/11/2004 21:31 
 
Summerfield”s article is propaganda poorly mascurading as science whereas it is really \"pseudo-
science\".  I am so suprised to encounter this type of flim-flam in your journal.  I expect more of 
you, and I hope to never read such objectionable writing in your magazine again. 

 

 

13/11/2004 22:20 
 



I am conflicted as to what I find more upsetting: factually false reporting by an alleged reputable 
physician or that you chose to print the article in your previously responsible medical journal. 
You have  \"poisoned the well\" with such vitriol. At the very least, an apology is certainly due. 
The responsible action would be to print an article refuting the previous story with the factually 
TRUE information. 
Thank you. 
 

 

14/11/2004 13:15 
 
Sir, 
In your article you seem to equate the Summerfield diatribe with the ensuing responses and the 
rebuttal thereupon (personal view in the same issue) stating that \"both sides of the argument 
mobilised their wired-up supporters\" on the internet replies. 
I”ve got news for you: I am neither a wired-up supporter nor have I been mobilised by anybody, 
yet I find your whole attitude quite offensive.  You allowed the publication (Summerfield) of a 
blatantly slanderous and false piece of anti-Israel propaganda.  By doing this, I suspect, you 
displayed loud and clear your own prejudice in the matter.  This is not what the editor of a 
respected international medical journal should be doing: he or she must be impartial and 
preferably keep controversial political issues out of the journal. 
This you have failed to do conspicuosly.  More than that, instead of apologising to hundreds of 
readers around the world, all offended by this, or at the very least adopting a more modest or 
neutral tone in your Editor”s choice, you go on pretending to take the moral high ground 
trumpeting \"the BMJ will not shy away from difficult issues that impinge on health care. More 
so, medical journals have a duty to highlight concerns about abuses of state power-be they by 
the government of the United Kingdom, United States, China, Israel or the Palestinian 
Authority\"  
 Not a single note of regret or contrition.  Indeed, you have a lot to learn from Miss 
(?Fraulein)Birte Twisselmann, who as a technical editor adopts an admirably even-handed and 
objective tone and I am sure both sides of the conflict and their \"wired-up supporters\" would 
agree with her conclusion.  I certainly do. 
As for yourself, Mr.Abbasi,judging by a Google search, wouldn”t it be better (maybe less 
controversial and perhaps, more fruitful) for you to continue writing about cricket, perhaps 
concentrating on the familiar territory of Pakistan rather than corrupting the British Medical 
Journal? 

 

 

14/11/2004 14:20 
 
In your Oct. 16 issue, author Dr. Derrick Summerfield, in his article, \\”Palestine: The assault on 
health and other war crimes\\”, compares the Israeli army\\”s acts to the those of the terrorists 
of 9/11.   
Surely, a respected medical journal such as yours, should be more discriminating when selecting 
articles like this for publication. 



The article claims that the Israeli army killed more unarmed Palestinian civilians since September 
2000 than the number of people who died on September 11, 2001.  
The numbers here may be correct -- but what does one have to do with the other? 
The 9/11 terrorists plotted for years to pull off an attack on completely innocent American 
citizens.  The Israeli army incursions are direct responses to Palestinian bombings of Israeli 
citizens in buses, cafes, and college campuses.   
Mr. Summerfield, with faulty logic, concludes that because some Palesinian children also were 
killed, that the Israeli army \\\"clearly\\\" has been \\\"routinely authorised to shoot to kill 
children in situations of minimal or no threat.\\\"  Mr. Summerfield offers no solid information for 
his conclusion.  Another conclusion might have been that these children, most unfortunately, 
were killed in the crossfire.  
The article could also have been more balanced if it had mentioned that it is Palestinian terrorism 
towards Israel has resulted in increased Israeli retaliation and therefore, increased Palestinian 
deaths and injuries.   
Additionally, Palestinian political corruption, including the private hoarding of funds intended for 
the health and welfare of the Palestinian people, also contributes to the unfortunate state of the 
Palestinian health system.  I know it is hindsight, but recent articles about Arafat\\”s death, have 
estimated his personal fortune to be between one and three billion dollars -- enough to buy 
homes and health care for all Palestinians. 
I hope, that in the future, your journal will focus on more balanced articles with accurate 
reporting. 

 

 

14/11/2004 14:39 
 
As a director of mecial clinics in Canada. 
Dr. Derrick Summerfield Artical in a medical publication is wrong!!! 
 

 

14/11/2004 16:44 
 
your involvement with politics as a medical journal is terrible.  amments concerning your 
interprtation that Israelis kill palastinians with impunity is ridiculous and should not be in the 
journal.  would you like to have a terrorist as a neighbor???  

 

 

14/11/2004 19:11 
 
Sir, 
A medical journal is no place for political statements. Pathetic. 
I suppose the “vaunted” BMJ has fallen victim to the same out-right anti-Semitism that plagues 
the rest of Europe. You should all thank the Muslim immigrants to your continent for dredging up 



the old feelings you (collectively) tried poorly to hide for the past 60 years. If history has taught 
us anything, is it that the Jews always prevail. 

 

 

 

14/11/2004 22:08 
 
You should be ashamed of yourself for publishing statistical trash of this nature. 

 

 

15/11/2004 00:10 
 
Your Oct. 16 article regarding Palestine by Dr. Summerfield in the BMJ had many untruths,was 
politicised and one sided.  This type of anti-Israeli article has no place in a publication of 
medicine and science. 
 

 

15/11/2004 01:08 
 
Biased political agendas abound 
It is important that your journal not be a forum for still more subjective politics but focus on 
clinical practice and objective relavant research 
 

 

15/11/2004 01:29 
 
Your publication of his article shows that you need to be ignored. 

 

 

15/11/2004 03:38 
 
Dear Mr. Abbasi, 
 
I think your magazine”s depiction of Jews and Israelis is dispicable.  Your magazine puts 
improper labels on the situation in Israel and neglects hoards of information (for example, 
children throw rocks at soldiers hoping the soldiers will die, the soldiers only retaliate or preempt 
\"freedom fighters\" aka suicide bombers from attacking). 
I only wish I was a doctor so I could boycott your magazine.  But do not worry, I will spread the 
word to my friends.  Thank you. 



 

 

15/11/2004 15:03 
 
Dear editor, 
 
I think it is sick to have these falsehoods published in your magazine as the truth and worth any 
medical value.  It is an embarrassment for a supposed reputable medical journal to be involved 
with such things.  I work with medical research and am no longer going to deal with anything 
from your journal.  Despicable! 
 

 


