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Public funding

£157.6 bn

Healthcare

£152.4 bn

Out of pocket

£30.3 bn

Private insurance

£7.2 bn

Non-profit sector

£7.5 bn

Private funding

£44.9 bn

Total funding

£202.5 bn

Curative care

£109.6 bn

Long term care (health)

£35.5 bn

Long term care (social)

£10.9 bn

Inpatient

£68.4 bn

Other

£2.4 bn

In 2016 public and private revenue spending on health and social care 
totalled nearly £203bn. This was more than one pound in 10 of the 
UK’s GDP and equivalent to nearly £3100 per person. As a sector of the 
economy, health and social care rank second highest after the value 
of real estate activities

Capital, or investment, spending 
is accounted for separately by the 
OECD. For the UK, capital spending 
in 2016 amounted to £5.3bn

Two thirds of all private spending comes straight out 
of people’s pockets – mainly for over-the-counter 
drugs and health related long term care 

The 78:22 split between public and 
private spending is similar to that in 
the Netherlands and France, 
somewhat greater than in 
Germany, Denmark, and Sweden 
(at about 15% private), and a bit 
below the OECD average of about 
27% private spending 

The OECD splits spending on “long term 
care” into health and social care 
elements. These were revised for the UK 
in 2014, leading to an overnight boost in 
health spending, as a big chunk of social 
care was reclassified as health spending 
to bring it into line with other countries  

“Outpatient” is very broadly defined 
as any care not requiring admission 
to hospital. So, not just outpatients 
as we understand it, but general 
practice and emergency care too

The UK spends about 34% of total spending on inpatient care: 
similar to France and Germany and more than Finland (26%). On 
the other hand, the UK spends a relatively high proportion on day 
(5%) and home based care (9%), compared with other countries

Outpatient

£50.1 bn

Day cases

£9.6 bn

Home based

£17.1 bn

Medical goods

£26.5 bn

Preventive

£10.3 bn

Ancillary

£3.4 bn

Governance and admin

£3.8 bn


