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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

cc
have now been
mmInv '1;As
c recorled, that it seems almtiost
necc\ns.t-y to apologise for reportingr anyv more. Yet, on 't
sattOlr of suichi inpUrtance, it were well that we slhouil(l not
entirciv avoid its discussion unritil the puiblic are fully acquainted
witlh ti scientific principles on which the " readty nie-tllod" is
fountde;(d, aiol everyv iman and wvominn prepared to exercise the
p1ysician,'s fuinctionl in the revivifying of an unifortuinate fellowcreatre w1ho, from sonme inauspicious circumstance, nmay have
falleni ijuto a state of suspen(led aniimation.
Thon-lih the lready metlhod" will not always he attenled
with suedc'sg;, it may fairly lie considered the hest and simplest
of all ktovn means for reliudling the vital spark, and the
facilitv of its applicationk waill renlder its adoption universal,
whleni t'e public coIm1e to uinderstanid and appreciate the

ten minutes, and that it had only breathed once. Leaving the
motlher to take care of herself, I immediately divided the tulllis,
and began to resuscitate the cold and pulseless child by the
"ready-method". To the suriprise of the niurse anid a friend
present, respilation was established in twventy miinutes, and
the childl seem-IIs inow in the enjoyment of vigorouois health.

ON THE CO.MPARATIVE IMMUNITY FRO-M SMALLPOX OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN UNDER THE
INFLUENCE OF COW-PO.
By G. hIGDEN, Esq., Surgeon to the Canterbury Dispensary.
[REal before tlie East Kentt a(nd Canterbnry Mledical Society,
Session 18)5-7.]

IN the 36:th volunme&of the Transactions of the Royal Medical and
Chirurgical Society is published a very valuable paper oii smallpox and vaccination, as observed by Mr. MIarson at the SilsallPox and AVaccination Hospital, between the years 18:,(; and
discovery.
1851 inielusive. From this report, it appears that ratlser muore
It o-curred to me the other day. wlhile attending the third than half of the patients who came under treatmenit for smlallcase. to be hereafter mentioned, to give a little clinic to the pox during that periodl had been previously unlder the inllunuirses in attendance; and if the like were done by, our asso- ence of vaccination. It shows, however, further that, while
ciates and miedcical b,retlhren in general at every av-ailable op- small-pox in the urnvaccinated renmains as violent and fatal as
portuttitV, there would soonA be a largc section of the com- ever, aboout one-third of the patients dying, vaccination permunity conipetent to act in anyi- emergency. Rl'ecentl-, a little formed in infancy affords almost complete protectioni fromn
child was (dtowned in a pond in this nleiglhbourl-hoo(l. Assist- smnall-pox until the ane of puberty; and even in after ages, the
ance was immiii-lediately sought; the body was recovered, and mortality, where there are cicatrices of vaccination remuainiing,
takenl lhonme as dead: an(u who will venture to assert that the was but 5l per cent.; and where there was no cicatrix remainpulsation of its heart might not have been re-established, its ing-and in many of tllese the evidenee of vaccinationi muust
parents saved the mourning of so untimely and unnatural a hlave beenl doubtfuil-the mortality was but 21 per cent.
death, andL the coroner cheated of his fee, hadl the proper
During the present year, a very valuable report oni this
meails beein taken at the nmoment of the childl's removal to subject has been published by order of the Board of Health,
the land ?
which proves beyond a doubt the very great advantages of vacCASEI I. Early in the morning of February 5th last, I was cination in infancy; but it moreover proves that small-pox
summon-ied to a Mrs. B., of this town, whom I dlelivered of does in all parts of this kingdom, as well as in foreign coun1seven miionth twins, male and female, the latter being the elder tries, frequently attack those who from our previous knowby ten minutes. The boy- presented at the feet, and was ledge were considered almost, if not quite, exempt from its
pulseless when born; but bein, by far the finer child of the influence.
two, and the sc-x wished for by its father, I determin-ed to
The report I am now about to lay before the members comresuscitate it if possible, and at once commenced the three- prises 113 cases of small-pox observed by me in thte dwellingquarter rotation, as recommenided by Dr. Marshall Hall. This houses of the city of Canterbury and its vicinity, between
I continue(d for fifteen minutes without the slightest appear- Marelh 4th, 1855, an(d the end of February 1850. Of these
ance of vitality. Then, fearing mole had been said about the cases, 4 occuirred in March, 20 in April, 17 in May, 10 in June,
"ready method" than was consistent with truth, or that I had 10 in July, 10 in August, 5 in September, 10 in October, 7 in
misapprehended the directions of Marshall Hall, I proceeded November, 9 in December, 4 in January, and 1 in February
to itlate with a piece of tobacco-pipe, an instrument well 1856.
adapted by its suction property to keep the tongue from slipThese cases occurred in 51 different houses or families. And
ping backwards. The child grew deathly cold, and its extre- there were also resident in the same houses 228 other persons
mities became quite livid; but after perseve-ingi for twenty who escaped. Of this number, 76 hlad gone through the disminutes with the inflation, it gave a sudden double gasp for ease previously, and 152 had no other apparent protection but
breath, whicll it repeated in five miinutes more. This double that derived from vaccination; in no instance did a person regasping- or sobbing continued at diminislhing intervals for sident in eitlher of the houses escape, unless he or she had
thirty minutes longer, during vhich period I occasionally been under the influence of one or other form of the disease
forced in a little air. Breathling theen, to the astoniislhmenit of previously.
the mother aindI attend(lanits, became natural, and I commnitted
Of the total number of cases, 50 were conifluent; 1 semithe clhild to the custody of the nurse. It died tnelye hours conflue*nt; and -10 distinct: t; patients died.
afterwards, and its sister in a fewv days, neither of them posOf the patients, 72 ha-d never been vaccinated, and 41 lhad
sessing sufficie.,nt physical power to sustain life.
been vaccinated, mostly in infancy.
CASE If. In the evenina of the same day, myw assistant, Mr.
Of the 41 patients nho had been vaccinated, 24 slhowedl the
E. Capron, attended a woIm1an1 at the worklhouse. On his cicatrices of vaccinationi, and 17 were more or less indistin:ct or
at
withl
lie
arriv-al, half-past eiglht, fomlid a vertex presentation,
not traceable. Of these 41 patients, 3 had the disease in a
a loop of tlhe funis, the pulsation of which halda ceasei. " I confluent form, 9 had it in a confluent form, but the pustules
found( it impossible," said Mr. Capron, " to rei)lace the funis
arrived at maturity at an earlier period, with little or no seanid in half an hour the wVoim1anw1-as delivered of a chiicl appa- condary fever, and( are therefore termed mnodifiel; 2 were
rently qttite (lea(l. The usual means failing to restore it, I at semi-conifluent an1d modified; and 27 were distinct and rnoonce conmmilenced the ' ready method'." After ten m-ninutes trial, dified.
the clhild gave a feeble gasp, and it continued to (lo so at evevy
Of these patients 14 were more than '20 years of age, 1 wvas
ten or twelve turns. The initervals between these respiratory 19 years, 2 wereI 7, 1 was 19-i years, 3 welre 15 years, I was 1-4
movem-ents soon became shorter and shorter, and inl half an years, 2Q were 13 years, 3 were 12) years, 1 was 11, 4 were 10,
hour it breathed of its own accord. It appeared, liowever, in a 1 was 9, 1 was 7, 3 were 6, 1 was 5 years, I was 4, 1ias 3, and
semicoitnatose state for some time, and was thice lhoulrs before 1 was 10 months.
it became warimi an-d could move its limbs. Ev.,en then the
Of these cases four, viz., aged respectively 1i) months,
heart beat v-ery feebly, and at half its normzal frequency at 3 years, 4 years, and 7 years, were under the infiluence of
birtlh, and it did not entiihely aecover uintil six o'clock the fol- cowv-pox and small-pox combilned; anld orne female, aged 15
lowing morning." The child went on well, much to the annoy- years, was repoited to have been vaccinated in infiancy wh-len
ance of its affectionate mother, who exclaimiied, that 'it was afflicted also witlh itch.
dead once, if that stupid doctor had buit left it alone !" This
Two of the vaccinated patients died, viz., the chil(l aged 10
case was communicatedI to Dr. Marshall Hall, who published mon-ths, and the young womnan agryed 15 years, last allutded to.
it in the Lancet of April 25th.
The child aged 10 months had small and cow-pox coexistincg
CASE Ill. On September 12th, I was sent for to attentl a but it certainly had been exposed to the inltection of the former
woman of the name of Davey, in her secontl accouchement. several days previously to its vaccination for the latter, and
On my aririval, I was informed that the infant had been born neither of these diseases appeared to be modified by the exist-
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CASES OF RESUSCITATION.
1'A ;]trEP MACKINDErz, M.D., F.R.C.S.Edin., G ainsborough.
Oi' retisicitation by the plan of the late Dr. Mnrshall Hall, so

