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COVID-19 LEADERSHIP FAILURES, NATIONAL AND GLOBAL

No veterinarians (yet) on the Italian covid-19 scientific committee
Giovanni Di Guardo past professor of general pathology and veterinary pathophysiology
The challenges and uncertainties of covid-19 continue.1 As a retired veterinary pathologist, with almost 20
years of academic and teaching experience in general pathology and veterinary pathophysiology, I feel great
discomfort that not a single veterinarian sits on the Italian Scientific and Technical Committee for the Covid-19
Pandemic.
This committee, popularly known by the acronym CTS (Comitato Tecnico Scientifico), was officially established
in Italy in February 2020, when it was composed of 20 expert members. In March 2021, its composition was
modified by an ad hoc legislative measure, and 12 experts were officially appointed as its members. Although
CTS was born shortly after the covid-19 epidemic was officially declared a pandemic by the World Health
Organization, with its causative agent—SARS-CoV-2—presumably originating from an animal source and
being additionally capable of jumping from infected humans into animals (cats, dogs, lions, tigers, gorillas,
minks, and so on), vets were not and aren’t yet part of the CTS.
This is a big mistake for several reasons. Even though the origin of SARS-CoV-2 is still debated, its SARS-CoV
and MERS-CoV “predecessors” originated from an animal source. At least 70% of emerging infectious diseases
have either a proved or suspected animal origin. The dramatic SARS-CoV-2 pandemic has unequivocally
taught us, once again, that human, animal, and environmental health are linked to each other, a concept
clearly exemplified by the “one health” principle. Experimental and natural animal models of infection are
greatly advancing our understanding of SARS-CoV-2 infection’s pathogenesis.2
It’s hard to believe that more than 16 months since its inception, there isn’t room for a single veterinarian
on the Italian CTS.
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