






Iran
In the third worst affected country in the world, concern is rising
that the pandemic will overwhelm a healthcare system already
buckling from US sanctions.
Iran has around 110 000 hospital beds, including 30 000 in the
capital, Tehran, said a report in Politico.24 Authorities have
pledged to set up mobile clinics as needed.
Health Ministry figures report that 55% of fatalities are patients
in their 60s and that around 15% were under 40, said Politico.24

As of 15 March there were 724 official deaths and nearly 14
000 cases, but the real number of infections could be much
higher, with doubts surrounding the government’s transparency
despite several politicians becoming infected. The government
has released 85 000 prisoners as a precautionary measure.25

The secrecy has led to misinformation, with a reported 44 deaths
from bootleg alcohol poisoning after a false rumour that drinking
could cure the disease.26

Canada
Canada has closed its borders to all foreign nationals except for
US citizens as the prime minister, Justin Trudeau, whose wife
has tested positive for the virus, urged all citizens to stay at
home.27

As covid-19 infections rapidly rise, Canada’s chief medical
officer of health, Theresa Tam, warned that the window to
“flatten the curve” of growth was narrowing.28

Regional governments have enacted varying measures. The
Globe and Mail reported that Alberta had closed schools and
day cares indefinitely, and Quebec had ordered the closing of
all public and private recreational establishments, while Ontario
banned jail visits and postponed court trials.29

Italy
See Feature: “On the front lines of coronavirus: the Italian
response to covid-19” on bmj.com (https://www.bmj.com/
content/368/bmj.m1065).30
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