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In our series taking you into the lives of students across the globe without leaving your chair, BMJ Student spoke to students who are facing a dramatic confluence of global, regional, and local crises

Historically, Lebanon was known for the quality of its healthcare system. Beirut was highly regarded in the Middle East and beyond as a hub for medical tourism. But an ongoing economic crisis, which began in 2019, has severely affected healthcare in Lebanon in several ways.
Many Lebanese medical professionals who had initially returned home after training at top institutions worldwide are leaving the country again, taking with them their experience and expertise. Almost all manufactured goods in Lebanese markets are imported, so it is increasingly difficult for both hospitals and citizens to purchase things: from basic medicines to advanced tools. The incident at Beirut’s port on 4 August 2020, when 2750 tonnes of ammonium nitrate exploded, resulted in widespread destruction of healthcare facilities and equipment. An unprecedented devaluation of the local currency and the accelerating spread of covid-19 further intensified the perilous situation.
Lebanese medical students are dealing with stress and uncertainty on multiple fronts. They are losing many of their teachers and mentors to more secure opportunities abroad. They worry that they might not be able to pay their tuition fees. And they must deal with the everyday dramas of life as a medical student in Lebanon. All three hospitals where the students in this article rotated (Lebanese American University Medical Center-Rizk Hospital and a government and community hospital) are within a 7 km radius … 
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