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    Covid-19
England will lift most restrictions on 19 July
Most remaining covid-19 restrictions in England will be lifted on 19 July, the prime minister announced. At a Downing Street press conference Boris Johnson said that, as 86% of adults in the UK had had at least a first dose of vaccination, the government would remove legal curbs to control behaviour and would allow people to make their own decisions on face coverings and physical distancing. But some scientists warned that, as covid cases were already surging, new variants could emerge if all such restrictions were removed.

Data show significant rise in infections
Latest survey data from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) showed “a notable increase in infection rates” in England, Wales, and Scotland during the week ending 26 June. Infection rates were estimated at one in 440 people in England, one in 150 in Scotland, one in 450 in Wales, and one in 670 in Northern Ireland. Sarah Crofts, head of analytical outputs for the ONS’s covid-19 infection survey, said, “Though infection rates are now similar to February, the ongoing vaccination programmes will hopefully mean fewer people will have severe symptoms.”

Pfizer vaccine could give lasting immunity
A small study published in Nature provides early indication that the Pfizer-BioNTech covid-19 vaccine is likely to produce strong and … 
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