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    Covid-19
Rapid testing rolled out to everyone in England
Everyone in England is now able to order free lateral flow tests online to use at home, access them through their workplace, or get them from their local authority or pharmacies, said the government, “to help prevent outbreaks and reclaim a more normal way of life.” Ministers said that more than 120 000 positive cases of covid-19 that would not have been found otherwise had been identified since the rollout. But critics described the approach as costly and unevaluated, warning that it may provide false reassurance. (Full story doi:10.1136/bmj.n902)

Incidence in England fell by 60% in two months
The rate of new SARS-CoV-2 infections in England fell by about 60% from February to March but has now levelled off, shows the 10th round of the React 1 study. The estimated R number is now 1, and infections are resulting in fewer admissions and death. Primary school children had the highest rate of infections at 0.41%, while over 65s had the lowest at 0.09%. Paul Elliott, director of React 1, said, “We need to continue to approach the situation with caution and keep sticking to the rules.” (Full story doi:10.1136/bmj.n929)

Neurological or psychiatric diagnoses are common
A third of people who have had covid-19 then have a neurological or psychiatric condition diagnosed within six months of infection—the first such diagnosis in 13% of patients—a study of 236 379 US … 
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