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A woman in her early 20s presented with skin ulcers and swellings on her neck, right axilla, and chest, which had gradually worsened over six months. Her presentation was delayed because she was anxious about receiving medical care, and travel to the clinic was difficult and costly.
The lesions began as painful swellings, which later ulcerated and produced a cream coloured discharge. The patient had no fever or respiratory symptoms. Ten years earlier she had received eight weeks of empirical antituberculosis treatment for similar skin eruptions. This had resulted in some improvement, but she had stopped treatment early because her family thought that a longer course was not necessary.
On examination she weighed 35 kg, with a body mass index of 16.6 kg/m2, and muscle wasting was evident. She had no pallor or jaundice, and vital signs were within normal limits. The patient had bilateral … 
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