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Too early to tell whether cannabis liberalisation reduces opioid deaths

The United States is in the midst of an unprecedented opioid crisis, partly worsened by the novel coronavirus disease pandemic.1 Approximately 10 million people misused prescription opioids, 808 000 people misused heroin, and two million people met the criteria for an opioid use disorder in 2018.2 In that same timeframe, 46 800 people died of an opioid overdose, with two thirds of the deaths involving synthetic opioids (including fentanyl and fentanyl analogues).3 In response to the rising burden of disease, a range of opioid related policies have been implemented, which have been geared towards reducing high risk opioid prescribing, improving access to treatment, and expanding overdose prevention efforts.4
One perspective points to the co-occurring cannabis liberalisation as a potential means of reducing opioid related harms. Increased availability of cannabis has been suggested to result in the partial substitution of opioids … 
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