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Covid-19: Gothic sanctuary gives hope for the future
Alison Shepherd

To the sound of organ music, hundreds of people aged over 80 receive their Pfizer-BioNTech covid-19
vaccination inside the grandeur of Salisbury Cathedral transept.

On Saturday 16 January the cathedral was turned into a pop-up vaccination hub by Sarum South Primary
Care Network. Its co-clinical director Dan Henderson said around 1000 patients and staff were vaccinated
in one day.

Nicholas Papadopulos, the dean of Salisbury, told the Guardian, “This place has stood here for 800 years to
give glory to God, and to serve the city and the region. What better way could there be to do that than hosting
Salisbury’s stage in the vaccination programme. It is absolutely wonderful.”1

Lichfield and Blackburn cathedrals have also opened their doors to help the vaccination drive, along with
race courses, sports halls, and other venues closed because of the current lockdown.

From the start of this week, across the UK people aged 70 and over and the clinically extremely vulnerable
also began to be invited to join the 3.8 million people who have so far received their first vaccine dose. The
government has pledged to offer a vaccine to everyone over the age 70, all health and social care workers,
and clinically extremely vulnerable people by mid-February.

1 Morris S. Covid vaccine jabs accompanied by organmusic at Salisbury Cathedral. Guardian. 16 Jan 2021. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jan/16/covid-
jabs-to-be-accompanied-by-organ-music-at-salisbury-cathedral.
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