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Behr and colleagues1 conclude that tuberculosis (TB) has a much shorter incubation time than previously thought. This is supported by a considerable body of circumstantial and direct evidence—for example, the multiple papers that show that recent transmission (RT) is high, even in developed countries with low incidence. Estimates ranging from 80-96% for RT data fit well with the estimates of 0.6-11.3% reactivation suggested by Behr and colleagues, even for drug resistant cases.2 The authors suggest that their estimates of reactivation are conservative, erring on the side of generosity and that the likely proportion of reactivation is even lower than their estimate.
Many apparent reactivation cases are the result of reinfection or are from underlying drug resistant strains not cured by the primary regimen. One prophylaxis study3 showed that after cessation of izoniasid administration, incidence quickly returned to that seen before treatment, confirming the importance of transmission as the driving force of the TB epidemic.
In high prevalence HIV and TB settings, many adults with HIV test positive on a tuberculin skin test, but have never had active TB.4 This supports the idea that they are either innately highly resistant to TB, or were infected by TB before HIV infection and eradicated the TB infection. As a research community, we need to re-evaluate the investment made in trying to understand persistence or latency, given the priorities of diagnosis, cure, and eradication. We need far better diagnostics to identify cases that will present as reactivation disease. We need a careful rethink of wide scale prophylaxis. This paper provides good news for eradication, since it suggests that reactivation cases are relatively rare. By concentrating resources on recent infection, we should be able to achieve more in TB control and faster than we thought possible.
Footnotes
	Competing interests: None declared.

	Full response at: https://www.bmj.com/content/367/bmj.l5770/rr.
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