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We need to recruit more medical students, and not requiring A level chemistry may help to create a more equitable and diverse medical workforce, says Drew Tarmey. But Diana Wood, Mark Lillicrap, and Holly Canuto argue that studying chemistry helps with medical study and that more evidence is needed before changing admission criteria

Yes—Drew Tarmey
I’m not about to argue for the removal of all standards and benchmarks for admission to medical school. However, the evolution of post-16 curriculums and a need to broaden access to medical careers mean that we must look beyond academic qualifications when selecting medical students.
The requirement for a post-16 chemistry qualification has long been sacrosanct for most UK medical schools. Historically, it was one of the hardest subjects and therefore served as the simplest of selection criteria. Our understanding of the fundamental sciences has since moved on, as have undergraduate medical curriculums. Today, the A level biology curriculum arguably provides better preparation for undergraduate study because it includes most of the basic biochemistry and physiology a student will need before starting medical school.
A level chemistry
We should also look beyond the core sciences. For example, in 2019 some 30 570 more students were entered for mathematics than for chemistry at A level.1 Mathematics teaches numeracy and problem solving, psychology provides a good grounding to understand evidence based medicine, and history develops critical reasoning skills.
Graduate entry medicine courses have already shown that specific qualifications before enrolling at medical school are not associated with overall success at medical school.2 Furthermore, academic ability can be reliably ascertained from overall performance in pre-university assessments … 
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