
GPS AND ELIGIBILITY FOR FREE NHS CARE

All patients with a GP should be assumed eligible for
secondary NHS care
Peter M B English public health physician

Epsom, UK

Trusts responsible for charging overseas patients for NHS care
have asked general practitioners to help them to identify patients
who are ineligible for free care.1

BMA policy on this is clear: “Doctors should not become agents
of the UK Border Agency.”2

Furthermore, it is almost completely pointless. Since changes
a few years ago, everybody is entitled to register with a GP in
the UK. Doing so—coupled with having been or expecting to
be resident in the UK—makes you “ordinarily resident.”
Unless there are reasons to suspect that an individual has come
to the country for the express and main purpose of seeking NHS
treatment, any patient registered with a GP should be assumed
eligible for secondary care.

GPs should not agree to act as border agency staff in this way.3-5
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