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Big tobacco companies using political links to foster their
business is concerning.1 In Italy, a “sunshine act” proposal to
make financial links between healthcare professionals and
industry more transparent has been approved by the Chamber
of Deputies and is currently being discussed by the Senate for
definitive approval.
In the meantime, the Italian Senate has been the stage of a
conference on cardiovascular prevention, with the
non-conditional support of Philip Morris, discussing among
other things the potential benefits of heated tobacco products.
Invited experts expressed their interest and support for these
products, which can reduce health risks and might help smokers
to shift from cigarettes.2

Risk reduction strategies should be proposed when adequate
evidence is available, which is not yet the case for heated
tobacco products, as highlighted by the World Health
Organization3 and Public Health England.4 This is especially

important when such topics are brought to the attention of
politicians to avoid the risks of undue lobbying.
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