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Strict regulation that prioritises public health is essential either way

Murphy and Crossley’s feature article highlights the economic, political, and cultural challenges that China and Japan face in reducing the immense toll of disease and death caused by tobacco (doi:10.1136/bmj.l2328).1 They argue that one of the biggest challenges is that the China National Tobacco Corporation (CNTC) is a fully state owned entity, while the Japanese Finance Ministry retains a minimum one third stake in Japan Tobacco. This results in a clear trade-off between economic and public health interests on the part of the state.
Although these governments benefit immensely from the vast sales and tax revenues pouring in from the sale of cigarettes, they must eventually contend with the even greater economic and social costs when substantial proportions of their citizens get sick and die prematurely from this state sanctioned addiction. Shifting the balance between these two divergent sets of interests towards public health … 
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