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Based on current evidence, routine screening for group B streptococcus colonisation in late pregnancy should not be introduced in the UK, as the potential harms of unnecessary treatment with antibiotics may outweigh the benefits, argue Farah Seedat and colleagues

Key messages
	Early onset group B streptococcus (GBS) disease is an important health problem and efforts should continue to better understand and prevent it

	Selective maternal culture is not an accurate test to predict early onset GBS disease in neonates, and we don’t know why some colonised mothers have a neonate with early onset GBS and others don’t

	The current approach to screening would lead to 99.8% of screen positive women and their babies receiving unnecessary intrapartum antibiotic prophylaxis

	Lack of high quality evidence on clinical outcomes makes it impossible to quantify whether universal GBS screening would have any benefit and assess whether large scale intrapartum antibiotic prophylaxis is safe

	A universal antenatal culture screening programme cannot currently be recommended



Group B streptococcus (Streptococcus agalactiae, GBS) is the most common cause of neonatal sepsis and meningitis in many developed countries.1 In the UK, GBS causes invasive disease in the first six days of life (early onset GBS infection) in around one of every 2000 live births.2 To prevent early onset disease, intrapartum antibiotic prophylaxis, usually intravenous penicillin, is the recommended treatment internationally. The UK recommends a risk based strategy, whereby pregnant women presenting with risk factors for early onset GBS infection are offered antibiotic prophylaxis in labour.3456
The media and politicians regularly call for universal antenatal screening for GBS as an alternative means of selecting women for prophylaxis. Advocates point to countries across Europe and North America where screening is recommended78910111213141516171819 and where reductions … 
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