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    Drug pricing
Generics colluded to keep price high, says watchdog
The Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) accused two UK generic drug companies of entering into an anti-competitive “pay for delay” agreement that may have cost the NHS an extra £2m (€2.3m; $2.6m) a year. The CMA alleges that the manufacturer Auden Mckenzie paid its rival Waymade to stay out of the market for 20 mg hydrocortisone pills for four years, leaving Auden as the sole supplier. From 2011 to 2015 the cost of a pack of 30 pills rose from £46 to £90, and NHS spending on hydrocortisone rose from £1.7m to £3.7m a year, the CMA said. (Full story doi:10.1136/bmj.l996)


Organ donation
England’s opt-out system could save 700 lives a year
England will have an opt-out system for organ donation from spring 2020, after a bill to implement the change passed its final stage in parliament. When the law comes into force all people in England will be presumed to consent to donating their organs unless they register their decision to opt out. The government believes that the change in the law to an opt-out system could save 700 lives a year. An opt-out system was introduced in Wales in 2015, and Scotland has approved the principles of a similar scheme. (Full story doi:10.1136/bmj.l954)

Campaign for more child organ donors is launched
NHS Blood and Transplant launched a paediatric and neonatal organ donation strategy to increase the number of organs available … 
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