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I share the concerns of other responders about the usefulness of fit notes and the role of the treating doctor in completing them.1 But so long as the responsibilities for sickness certification remain as they are, it seems unhelpful to underline the role of general practitioners in completing fit notes, when they can and should be completed by all doctors.
As a GP, I frequently see patients who report very specific advice about time off work from hospital colleagues but have been given a more limited length of fit note or no fit note at all. Moreover, there is often no relevant letter available or only a letter that does not mention time off work. Dealing with this wastes valuable GP appointments.
It would be hard to train as a GP without substantial learning about fit notes as they are a part of daily practice. All doctors should receive any further training that is to be offered, not just GPs.
Footnotes
	Competing interests: None declared.
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