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Krishna Murari Goel was born in Agra, India, on 4 September 1936. He was the youngest of five children of devout Hindu parents who used their limited resources to fund their children’s education. His early medical training in Lucknow made him acutely aware of the poverty and the high morbidity and mortality in mothers and children he found there. Therefore, he decided to devote his career to paediatric medicine. His mother tongue was Hindi and his command of English good. Inspired by reading the first edition of Practical Paediatric Problems, written by James Holmes Hutchison und published in 1964, he applied and was accepted for a registrar post with Hutchison, starting in October 1964. He was met at Glasgow airport by a taxi driver organised by Hugh Park, superintendent of the Yorkhill Royal Hospital for Sick Children and Queen Mother’s Maternity Hospital. That welcome had a lasting effect on him, particularly when coupled with his initial disbelief that he could treat or admit any child according to their illness without first asking how much money their families could afford to pay. Krishna worked with Hutchison and Robert Shanks, forming a critical link between Glasgow’s neonatal services at the Southern General Hospital and Rotten Row Maternity Hospital, together with the Yorkhill co-located Queen Mother’s Maternity Hospital and Royal Hospital for Sick Children.
Hutchison retired from his Glasgow chair in 1976 to take the chair of paediatrics in Hong Kong. His successor in Glasgow was Forrester Cockburn, and they shared the editorship of the sixth edition of Practical Paediatric Problems. Krishna was delighted when in 1986 the publishers, Lloyd Luke, issued a low priced Asian postgraduate economy edition of the sixth edition, printed in … 
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