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    Blood scandal inquiry
Public inquiry seeks to establish exposures to HIV and HCV
The Infected Blood Inquiry, which started on 24 September, will look into how many NHS patients received contaminated blood or blood products through routine transfusion in the 1970s and ’80s and were exposed to HIV or hepatitis C. Some of the products were imported from abroad. The Department of Health has said that around 28 000 people who had blood transfusions and around 4700 people with bleeding disorders were exposed to or infected with hepatitis C in the UK.


Drug resistance
Ensure that penicillin allergy is real, says NICE
To help reduce antimicrobial resistance healthcare staff in England and Wales are being asked to identify people with a true allergy to penicillin. The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence said that around 10% of people are documented as having an allergy to penicillin but that only 5% of these have a genuine allergy.12 The advice follows a paper in The BMJ which found that people who were treated as though they had a penicillin allergy were almost 70% more likely to develop MRSA and 25% more likely to develop C difficile because they were treated with broad spectrum antibiotics.


Registration
Doctor is suspended for double billing NHS
Chun Ooi, 31, a junior doctor who received an eight month suspended prison sentence for double billing his NHS employer, has been suspended for 12 … 
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