






  
    Skip to main content
  

    
    
        

           
                Intended for healthcare professionals

            


            
                
                    
                

            



            
            
            
                
                    
                        	
        Subscribe
    
	
    

  
    My Account    
  
  	My email alerts




	
        BMA member login
    


  
    Login    
  
  	


  Username *
 



  Password *
 



  Forgot your log in details? 
 




  Need to activate 
 




  




  BMA Member Log In 
 



  Log in via OpenAthens 
 



  Log in via your institution 
 








                        
                                                    
                                  
    

      
  
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Edition: 

  
    US    
  
  	UK
	South Asia
	International



  


  
  



  




 
  

                            

                        
                        
                            
                                Our company
                            

                        


                    

                

            


            
            
                
                    

                        
                            
                            
                                Toggle navigation
                            
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    The BMJ logo

                                
                                                        Site map

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                    Search

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                                                                      
    

      
  
      Search form

    Search
Search







 
  

                                                                                            


                                            
                                                	Advanced search
	Search responses
	Search blogs


                                            

                                        

                                    

                                

                            


                            
                            
                                
                                Toggle top menu
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                
                                                                        
                                    
                                                                                    	covid-19
	Research	At a glance
	Research papers
	Research methods and reporting
	Minerva
	Research news


	Education	At a glance
	Clinical reviews
	Practice
	Minerva
	Endgames
	State of the art
	What your patient is thinking
	Rapid recommendations
	Student


	News & Views	At a glance
	News
	Features
	Editorials
	Analysis
	Observations
	Opinion
	Head to head
	Editor's choice
	Letters
	Obituaries
	Views and reviews
	Careers
	Rapid responses


	Campaigns	At a glance
	Better evidence
	Climate change
	Divestment from fossil fuels
	Patient and public partnership
	Too much medicine
	Wellbeing


	Jobs	Doctor Jobs UK
	Hospital Jobs UK
	GP Jobs UK
	International Jobs



                                        
                                        
                                        
                                            	Archive
	For authors
	Hosted


                                        

                                    
                                


                                                            





                        

                    

                

            

        

         
            
            
                
                
                                        	News & Views
	Primary prevention...
	Primary prevention with statins for older adults

                    

                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                          
    

      
  
       
        

      
    

    
  

  

  
      
        
          
  
      
  
  
    

            Editorials
    
    
            Primary prevention with statins for older adults
    
    BMJ
    2018;
    362
     doi: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.k3695
    (Published 05 September 2018)
  
    Cite this as: BMJ 2018;362:k3695  

    
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Article
	Related content
	Metrics
	Responses
	Peer review
	

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Aidan Ryan, academic clinical fellow1, 
	Simon Heath, partner general practice2, 
	Paul Cook, consultant in chemical pathology and metabolic medicine3

	1Metabolic Medicine, Department of Laboratory Medicine, University Hospital Southampton, Southampton SO16 6YD, UK

	2Hazelwood Group Practice, Warwickshire, UK

	3Department of Laboratory Medicine, University Hospital Southampton, UK


	Correspondence to: A Ryan aidan.ryan{at}uhs.nhs.uk


Patient preference remains the guiding principle while we wait for better evidence 

The overall prevalence, incidence, and mortality from cardiovascular disease (CVD) has decreased over the past 10 years in the developed world.1 But primary prevention remains important, particularly for adults aged more than 65 years, who experience substantial morbidity after an initial cardiovascular event—up to one third have a further event (stroke, myocardial infarction) or die within three years.2
Over the past decade, statin prescriptions for primary prevention of CVD—usually either simvastatin or atorvastatin—have increased for those aged between 60 and 80 years.3 A recent change in UK guidance means that all men aged more than 60 and women aged more than 75 are now eligible for statin treatment.4 Are statins beneficial for primary prevention of CVD in adults aged 75 or older and what are the risks?
The evidence
In a linked large retrospective cohort study of patients aged 75 or more, Ramos and colleagues (doi:10.1136/bmj.k3359) found no reduction in CVD (a composite of coronary heart disease and stroke) in those without diabetes using statin … 
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