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As many as 1500 junior doctors face uncertainty about their future after “human error” at the Royal College of Physicians (RCP) meant that some ST3 candidates were wrongly ranked and may have received incorrect job offers.
Last month doctors throughout England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland who applied to the nationally coordinated ST3 recruitment process were notified of their score, which indicates their likelihood of getting a job in one of 24 medical specialties.
However, on Thursday 3 May the RCP discovered that a considerable number of candidates had been credited with the wrong score because of an error in transferring data from one computer program to another. Affected candidates were notified the next day.
The college said that it had been “working through the weekend to fix the ST3 offers process.” The process will be rerun on Tuesday 8 May to identify junior doctors whose revised offers differ from their original ones, and they will be notified on 10 May.
Jane Dacre, RCP president, and Andrew Goddard, RCP registrar, said in a statement, “We remain very sorry for the worry and disruption this situation is creating. We know that all those in the recruitment round have been affected by the stress this situation has created but that most will still get the job they were expecting.”
Speaking on behalf of the junior doctors, Chaand Nagpaul and Jeeves Wijesuriya of the BMA said that the situation was “unacceptable” and that it had caused extreme anxiety for trainees “both emotionally and financially.”
They said that they had “heard from trainees who have, after receiving these job offers, put down deposits on homes or arranged moves or whose families had adjusted their plans.” The BMA said that it would take legal advice regarding a possible breach of contract and potential compensation.
Lauren Cammaert, who had been offered a job in medical oncology, told The BMJ that she now felt “totally heartbroken.”
“I only applied for one specialty, and I’ve known about my job for several weeks now,” she said. “I’ve given up the lease on my flat, and I’ve told all of my family and friends. One of my friends was in an estate agency putting an offer in on a house when they got the news yesterday.
“I’m not sure what, if anything, is going to be done to compensate for the financial and emotional stress that this has caused us all.”
Rebecca Payne, who had successfully applied for an ST3 post in palliative medicine after four attempts, said that she had been “ecstatic” to be finally offered a position, as she admitted to freezing in the interview.
“I was offered a post in palliative medicine—and in my first choice region,” she said. “I accepted the post immediately and have handed in my notice for my current role as a specialty doctor in palliative medicine at a hospice in Bedfordshire.”
Payne is now concerned that her rank will drop and that she will lose out on a post or not get her first choice of location. She told The BMJ that she is anxious about the future.
“Because of the timing of this, if we did need to move, my husband would need to find himself a new job before 25 May, as he must give half a term’s notice. If he did not manage this, then his next opportunity to start a new job would be in October,” she said.
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