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Free support and grant funding are now available to authors wanting to correct the record

Clinical trials are arguably medicine’s most powerful methodological tool for providing evidence on the effects of healthcare interventions. But for all the promises of evidence based medicine, the problem of publication bias from unpublished trials has threatened to undermine the enterprise. And over the past decade, a growing body of research has shown that trial publications—even those in the world’s most prestigious, peer reviewed journals—cannot be taken at face value.123456 Journal articles may inaccurately reflect both the study’s design and the data collected. Incompleteness and inaccuracy of the public record is a delicate ethical issue since clinical trials are experiments on humans. Whether intentional or not, these problems can cause harm to people and waste public resources.7
Noting these problems, in 2005 The BMJ’s former editor, Richard Smith, suggested that journals were no longer the ideal vehicle for reporting trials; regulated websites would be better.8 Three years later, the ClinicalTrials.gov registry opened its results database, … 
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