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A GP has been ordered to be struck off the UK medical register after a medical practitioners tribunal found that he had stroked and squeezed the breasts of a 16 year old girl during a consultation over her recent missed periods.
Jonathan Raphael, 65, a former England rugby player who captained Northampton Saints, examined first the patient’s abdomen and then her breasts at the consultation in May 2014. Later that day she went to the police, who did not press charges but referred the case to the General Medical Council.
The tribunal found that, although he had sought consent to palpate the patient’s abdomen, he did not inform her that he intended to carry out a breast examination, which was not clinically indicated, or explain the reason for it.
Raphael told the tribunal that he had informed her that he would palpate her breasts to look for signs of pregnancy. But she denied this, telling police that he “threw my top up and he just sort of pulled down my bra. I didn’t even know that he was going to touch, like, that area, he didn’t say anything . . . He was like squeezing my boobs . . . when he got to my nipples he was just, like, stroking it.”
He admitted that he might have made “jocular” comments after the examination, including, “You have nice-shaped breasts.”
Much of the hearing involved questions of fact, with competing narratives from the doctor and the patient. She had not been offered a chaperone despite the prospect of an intimate examination.
The tribunal chose to prefer the patient’s evidence, said the chair, Michele Codd, because her current recollection of events was similar to a videotaped interview she gave the day after the consultation.
Raphael’s recollections of detail, said Codd, seemed to have grown more sure in his later oral evidence than in an earlier written statement. In light of these differences, she said, “the tribunal had concerns as to the reliability of Dr Raphael’s evidence.”
Raphael retired a few months after the incident. Erasure would still have a “significant impact on him and on his reputation,” said Codd, but, “weighing the impact on Dr Raphael with the public interest, the tribunal is satisfied that erasure is the proportionate sanction.” It will take effect after 28 days unless he decides to appeal.
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