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New regenerative treatments are on the horizon—can they deliver?

The clinical landscape today is being reshaped by a host of biomedical innovations, some of which will make their way to the clinic. One area attracting major interest is that of regenerative medicine, where live cells and tissues are used to treat disease with new, healthy, and specially grown tissue. The belief is that regenerative medicine will provide much needed therapeutic options for patients with conditions such as retinitis pigmentosa and age related macular degeneration.12 Regenerative treatments are often compared to monoclonal antibodies in terms of their potential for clinical and economic benefits.3
Many governments see the field as potentially revolutionary, including those in Australia, Japan, the UK, and the US.4 Commercial investment is also increasing rapidly, although no products are yet widely available on the market. Commissioning new therapies is under increasing budgetary pressure, however, with little spare cash available for innovation, especially in the NHS. A recent House of Commons inquiry called for new incentives to stimulate development and adoption of … 
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