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Government must commit to urgent reform or risk more avoidable deaths in custody

Successive UK governments have received strikingly similar recommendations on prison reform from chief inspectors,1 Justice Select Committees,2 and independent parliamentary inquiries,3 yet largely ignored them. Now, an unprecedented increase in rates of deaths in custody4 suggests that deteriorating conditions are compromising the delivery of adequate physical and mental health services. It remains to be seen whether the government’s new Prison and Courts Bill5 will go beyond rhetoric about improving safety and security and tackle current realities.
The public has been briefed about high levels of violence, bullying and intimidation, self inflicted death, self harm, and murder in prisons. Health professionals must now be heard—speaking up for evidence based recommendations at a time when prisoners’ health and humanity are at risk.
Concerns expressed by the House of Commons Justice Select Committee in its 2015 report foreshadowed the current crisis: a 28% reduction in prison staff between 2010 and 2014, poor … 
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