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	Katherine Joekes, senior lecturer in clinical communication
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The impact of isoniazid prophylaxis on mortality and tuberculosis in children with HIV was investigated using a double blind placebo controlled trial. The intervention was isoniazid given with co-trimoxazole either daily or three times a week. Control treatment was placebo isoniazid given with co-trimoxazole. The setting was two tertiary healthcare centres in South Africa. Participants were children with HIV aged 8 weeks and older. In total, 277 children were recruited and randomised to the intervention (n=139) or control treatment (n=138).1
The primary outcomes included the length of time after randomisation until death from any cause and the length of time after randomisation until the occurrence of tuberculosis. The initial results of the trial were reported after participants had been followed for a maximum of 500 days (median 5.7 months) During follow-up, mortality was significantly lower in the isoniazid group than in the placebo group (8% (n=11) v 16% (n=21); hazard ratio 0.46, 95% confidence interval 0.22 to 0.95). Furthermore, the risk of tuberculosis was also significantly reduced in the isoniazid group (4% (n=5) v 10% (n=13); 0.28, 0.10 to 0.78). The researchers concluded that for children with HIV, isoniazid prophylaxis has an early survival benefit and reduces the risk of tuberculosis.
Which of the following statements, if any, are true?
	a) When calculating the hazard ratio of death, it was assumed that the death rate was constant during follow-up for each treatment group

	b) The intervention group had … 
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