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Your commentary reminds me of the days when I worked as a health officer in the midst of boatloads of refugees who started to come to Hong Kong in 1979, a few years after the reunification of Vietnam.1 We had no choice but to accept them, making use of whatever space was available. The reason? Humanitarian. Clearly they needed help, and so did Hong Kong. 
The then British prime minister, Margaret Thatcher, called an international meeting, urging Western countries to accept these refugees while Hong Kong remained the “first port of call.” Our population of refugees swung from tens of thousands to peak at 100 000 and declined slowly only when countries like the US, Canada, and Australia started to resettle them. None of them wished to stay in Hong Kong for good. Most aspired to go to California or Florida. Some refugees turned down the offer of rescue by Scandinavian ships and waited for the US instead. 
This problem lingered on until the 1980s, when we had to “absorb” those not granted immigrant status by the West into our local population. We did not turn anyone away until the Vietnamese government agreed to help the refugees economically. After tackling this problem at source, the tide of refugees gradually waned. The slow resettlement of the existing refugees by the major recipient countries meant we were left with a substantial number (about 20 000) until the late 1980s. During these years, we provided housing, food, healthcare, and employment (during the earlier period) to the refugees.
I hope this account provides an example of how affluent and developed countries should help refugees.
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