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In May The BMJ corrected an error relating to adverse effects of statins in two articles but was asked to retract the articles. The editor referred the decision to an expert panel. Here, we publish its findings

In October 2013 The BMJ published an Analysis article by Abramson et al1 arguing that cholesterol lowering guidelines should not be widened to include statin therapy for low risk individuals (five year risk <10%) and an Observations article by Malhotra2 suggesting that saturated fat is not the main cause of cardiovascular disease. The Abramson et al article1 questioned the balance of risk and benefit presented in the recently updated Cochrane review3 and the 2012 Cholesterol Treatment Trialists’ (CTT) Collaboration meta-analysis4 (on which the updates to the 2013 Cochrane review3 are largely based). Both articles quoted an article by Zhang et al5 to claim that the rate of side effects with statins was around 20%. This was an error. In fact, Zhang et al5 referred to “statin-related clinical events that may be interpreted as adverse reactions by patients or their clinicians.” As Zhang et al themselves pointed out in a rapid response to Abramson et al’s article, “implicit in this definition is the recognition that the causative association between each identified event and statin use was unknown.”6
This error of interpretation was first suggested in a rapid response from Takhar7 immediately after publication of the Abramson et al article1 and subsequently clarified by Zhang et al themselves in a letter published in June 2014.8 Numerous rapid responses were posted, reflecting a vigorous debate on the merits and limitations of statins for those at low risk of cardiovascular disease.
On 30 October 2013, a few days after publication, Rory Collins, professor of medicine … 
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