






  
    Skip to main content
  

    
    
        

           
                Intended for healthcare professionals

            


            
                
                    
                

            



            
            
            
                
                    
                        	
        Subscribe
    
	
    

  
    My Account    
  
  	My email alerts




	
        BMA member login
    


  
    Login    
  
  	


  Username *
 



  Password *
 



  Forgot your log in details? 
 




  Need to activate 
 




  




  BMA Member Log In 
 



  Log in via OpenAthens 
 



  Log in via your institution 
 








                        
                                                    
                                  
    

      
  
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Edition: 

  
    US    
  
  	UK
	South Asia
	International



  


  
  



  




 
  

                            

                        
                        
                            
                                Our company
                            

                        


                    

                

            


            
            
                
                    

                        
                            
                            
                                Toggle navigation
                            
                            
                                                            
                                    
                                    The BMJ logo

                                
                                                        Site map

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                    Search

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                                                                      
    

      
  
      Search form

    Search
Search







 
  

                                                                                            


                                            
                                                	Advanced search
	Search responses
	Search blogs


                                            

                                        

                                    

                                

                            


                            
                            
                                
                                Toggle top menu
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                
                                                                        
                                    
                                                                                    	covid-19
	Research	At a glance
	Research papers
	Research methods and reporting
	Minerva
	Research news


	Education	At a glance
	Clinical reviews
	Practice
	Minerva
	Endgames
	State of the art
	What your patient is thinking
	Rapid recommendations
	Student


	News & Views	At a glance
	News
	Features
	Editorials
	Analysis
	Observations
	Opinion
	Head to head
	Editor's choice
	Letters
	Obituaries
	Views and reviews
	Careers
	Rapid responses


	Campaigns	At a glance
	Better evidence
	Climate change
	Divestment from fossil fuels
	Patient and public partnership
	Too much medicine
	Wellbeing


	Jobs	Doctor Jobs UK
	Hospital Jobs UK
	GP Jobs UK
	International Jobs



                                        
                                        
                                        
                                            	Archive
	For authors
	Hosted


                                        

                                    
                                


                                                            





                        

                    

                

            

        

         
            
            
                
                
                                        	News & Views
	Mikhail Izrailevich...
	Mikhail Izrailevich Perelman

                    

                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                          
    

      
  
       
        

      
    

    
  

  

  
      
        
          
  
      
  
  
    

            Obituaries
    
    
            Mikhail Izrailevich Perelman
    
    BMJ
    2013;
    346
     doi: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.f3042
    (Published 16 May 2013)
  
    Cite this as: BMJ 2013;346:f3042  

    
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Article
	Related content
	Metrics
	Responses
	Peer review
	

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Boleslav Lichterman

	lichterman{at}hotmail.com


Mikhail Izrailevich Perelman, thoracic surgeon (b 1924; q Yaroslavl State Medical Institute 1945), died from a pulmonary thromboembolism on 29 March 2013. Thoracic surgeon and specialist in pulmonary tuberculosis who operated on Soviet leaders and criticised WHO’s TB programme
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Mikhail Izrailevich Perelman was a pioneer of cardiac and thoracic surgery in the former Soviet Union. He was born in Minsk and graduated from Yaroslavl Medical Institute in 1945, after which he worked at the institute as an assistant professor of anatomy and surgery until 1951. In Yaroslavl he defended his kandidatskaya (PhD) dissertation, and performed one of the first successful cardiac operations in the former Soviet Union—ligation of a patent arterial duct.
From 1951 to 1954 he was a chief surgeon in Stcherbakov (now Rybinsk) and medical director of a municipal hospital. He was widely respected even by local criminals as described in his book of memoirs, Grazhdanin Doctor [A Citizen Doctor] (Moscow, 2009).
In 1954 Perelman moved to Moscow and began his career as an assistant professor of operative surgery and topographic anatomy at the First Moscow State Medical Institute (now the I M Sechenov First Moscow State Medical University). He continued as an associate professor at a course for lung surgery of the Central Postgraduate Medical Institute (now the Russian Postgraduate Medical Academy) from 1955 to 1958. Between 1958 and 1962 he headed the department of pulmonary circulation at the Research Institute for Experimental Biology in Novosibirsk before returning to Moscow, where he spent the rest of his career. His doctorskaya dissertation (professorial thesis), defended in 1962, was on the subject of lung resection in tuberculosis.
In 1963 Boris Petrovsky (obituary at doi:10.1136/bmj.328.7452.1381) proposed Perelman as the head of the chest surgery department at the newly organised Research Institute for Clinical and Experimental Surgery (now the Russian Scientific Centre of Surgery B V Petrovsky). Perelman held this position for 18 years. He became a professor of surgery in 1964 and a corresponding member of Academy of Medical Sciences of the Soviet Union in 1980, obtaining full membership in 1986. He achieved international recognition for his work in the surgery of trachea and bronchi, lung, and mediastinal tumours, and experimental lung autotransplantation. The results were published in international surgical periodicals, and some of his books and book chapters were translated into English. Perelman invented a lateral intercostal, less traumatic, approach to lung lesions that became known as the “Russian thoracotomy.” A method he developed to achieve precise removal of lung tumours became known as the “Perelman operation.” New methods, techniques, and equipment—including ultrasound and cryogenic devices, laser surgery, and microsurgery—found their way into thoracic surgery. Perelman became a secretary general of the All-Union Society of Surgeons and an honorary member of many national and international surgical societies.
In 1964 Petrovsky introduced Perelman into the elite fourth main administration at the Soviet health ministry. His patients included Soviet leaders, writers, actors, and conductors. In 1971 he operated on a first deputy of Yuri Andropov, head of the KGB. Afterwards Andropov asked him if he needed anything. Instead of an apartment or a car, Perelman requested a visit to the US (at the time, travelling abroad was extremely restricted, especially for a Jewish doctor).
In 1982 Perelman took the chair of phthisiopulmonology at the I M Sechenov First Moscow State Medical Institute. In 1998 he was appointed director of the Research Institute for Phthisiopulmonology and chief phthisiologist of the Russian Ministry of Health, and in the following year he became editor in chief of Tuberkulyoz i bolezni legkikh [Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases], a leading Russian specialist journal. It was a time when WHO actively promoted the directly observed treatment, short course (DOTS) programme in Russia, which was based on outpatient, standard, short course treatment of patients with open lung tuberculosis. If the results of bacteriological examination of sputum were negative patients were considered healthy. Perelman called this WHO programme absurd, insisting that TB should be treated surgically. He was named “a saviour of Russian phthisiology” because he managed to preserve the existing system of TB dispensaries.
Perelman performed more than 3500 surgical procedures and deliberately stopped operating after he was 75. He was a work fanatic. “A man survives if he knows how to work,” was one of his favourite sayings. He said he was resting during his business trips, having visited 45 countries where he delivered talks, consulted patients, and undertook surgery.
Predeceased by one of his twin sons from his first marriage, Perelman leaves two former wives; two sons; two grandsons; and his sister. His first wife, Tatiana Boguslavskaya, was a surgeon and anatomist, and his second wife, Inna Makarova, was a well known film actor. At the age of 63, Perelman fathered a third son, Alexei, with his scrub nurse. His ashes are buried at Novodevichy cemetery, near the graves of some of his famous patients and his mentor, Boris Petrovsky.
Notes
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