
Pradeep Natarajan
Pavithra Natarajan
Anaesthetist (b 1973; q 1998; MRCS), died in a road traffic accident on
8 July 2012.

Pradeep Natarajan (“Prad”) dreamt of being a doctor right from
his early childhood spent in India watching his grandfather, who
had served as a doctor in the Indian army, run a busy general
practice out of his home in a small village in Kerala. Pradeep
moved to England aged 9 years and spent his childhood in
London. He trained in medicine at St Mary’s Hospital
Paddington, London, where he was an avid member of the
mountaineering club and was quite the thespian, most notably
acting in a performance of A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
Prad initially completed a surgical SHO rotation and attained
theMRCS. Subsequently, hewas appointed onto the anaesthetics
SHO rotation between Barts, the Royal London, and Homerton
hospitals in 2002. Pradeep was a committed, hardworking, and
skilled doctor and went on to be appointed on to their specialist
registrar rotation. As part of this rotation, he spent six months
working for the Royal London air ambulance service. He
combined intelligence, good humour, and a natural affinity with
all his fellow human beings to be a wonderful team member
and a pleasure to work with.
Prad embraced life and all the possibilities it presents with a
confidence that was awe inspiring. He had a wonderful sense
of humour and could entertain any audience; his rendition of
“Chori Chori Gas Gurus” won him first place at the “Gas Party
BLT’s Got Talent in 2008” event at the Barts and London NHS
Trust. Pradeepwas a qualified PADI advanced diver and enjoyed
diving in many countries including Thailand, Egypt, and the
Maldives. He loved to travel and combined his passion for travel
and medicine by working for an international medical retrieval
firm in his spare time.

In late 2011 Prad took time out of his anaesthetic rotation to
work with the charity Médecins Sans Frontières as an
anaesthetist in South Sudan. His proudest, most nerve-wracking
memory there was the night he relied on his previous surgical
training to perform an emergency caesarean section, where he
acted as both anaesthetist and surgeon, dealing simultaneously
with amajor haemorrhage and a failed spinal block. Bothmother
and baby did well. As if the intensive workload in South Sudan
was not enough of a challenge, he took over managing theMSF
staff bar and taught English lessons in his spare time.
He died while riding a motorcycle to work a night shift on the
obstetric ward at Queen Charlotte’s Hospital, London, on a
Sunday night in the wettest July in history. He had eaten lunch
with his fiancée, his brother, sister in law and two nephews
during the day. He was in London, a city he loved and had
grown up and trained in. One hopes that in his final living
moments he was, as usual, in a good mood.
Prad was a fantastic, inspiring brother, whose dreams of being
a doctor were so golden that within time, each of his siblings
went down the same path. He loved to entertain with his stories
around the dinner table of hospital exploits and travel
adventures. The family dinner table will be a poorer place
without him. He leaves his mother, Hema; his father, Natarajan;
his brother, Prasad, a GP; his sister, Pavithra, a medical registrar;
two nephews, Thomas and Flynn; and his fiancée, Gilean, a
midwife whom he hadmet while working in HomertonHospital.
The couple were to be married on 8 November 2012.
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