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A 41 year old patient with insulin dependent diabetes presented with a one month history of progressively worsening pain, numbness, and weakness of his right shoulder and arm. His history included peripheral vascular disease, chronic renal failure, and chronic pancreatitis. He was also a smoker with a 60 pack year history.
On general inspection, he appeared cachectic. On closer inspection of the right upper limb, he had wasting of the intrinsic muscles of the hand. Finger abduction and adduction in the right hand was weak, as was flexion of the right ring finger and right little finger. Tone and reflexes were normal; however, sensation along the right little finger and the ulnar aspect of the upper limb on the right side was reduced. On examination, his elbow and shoulder were normal.
He underwent chest radiography (fig 1⇓), followed by computed tomography of his chest and abdomen.

Fig 1 Anteroposterior radiograph of our patient’s chest



Questions
	1 What are the radiological findings?

	2 What condition do these findings probably represent?

	3 What further investigations would you request?

	4 What are the common presenting symptoms of this condition?

	5 How would you manage this condition?



Answers
1 What are the radiological findings?
Short answer
The radiograph shows an area of opacification in the right lung apex but is otherwise normal.

Long answer
The chest radiograph shows an area of opacification in the right lung apex but is otherwise normal (fig 2⇓).

Fig 2 Anteroposterior radiograph showing an area … 
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