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A 73 year old man presented with itchy red scaly skin on his
face and neck. He had a history of chronic obstructive airways

disease and was on long term oxygen treatment. Examination
showed well defined, linear, erythematous scaly patches across
his cheeks, behind his ears, and extending to the sides of his
neck. The configuration of the skin lesions corresponded exactly
to the course of the oxygen cannulae across his face. Irritant
dermatitis occurs from direct chaffing of medical cannulae on
the skin. Applying hypoallergenic tape to lessen the chaffing
effect had a beneficial effect in this patient.

Patient consent obtained.
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