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    	Vishal Luther, core medical trainee year 21, 
	Jennifer Townell, core psychiatry trainee year 32, 
	Haseeb Rahman, foundation year 2 doctor1, 
	Chee Yee Loong, consultant cardiologist1
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A 24 year old man presented with a 10 day history of fever, night sweats, weight loss, and a productive cough with occasional haemoptysis. He had a history of injecting drug use. He was on a community methadone replacement programme for opiate dependency. On examination, he had a fever (39.4°C), hypotension, and tachycardia. He had a few needle track marks in both antecubital fossae. Coarse crackles were heard throughout both lung fields, although oxygen saturation was 97% on room air.
Blood tests showed: white cell count 19.8×109/L (reference range 4-11), C reactive protein 186 mg/L (<10), urea 15.5 mmol/L (2.5-6.7), and creatinine 210 μmol/L (70-100). Urine dipstick was positive for blood.
Plain chest radiography showed multiple, round, ill defined areas of consolidation throughout both lung fields, with loss of the cardiac silhouette at both the right and left heart borders, as well as bilateral blunting of both costophrenic angles to the lower zones. No hilar or mediastinal lymphadenopathy was noted. He was started empirically on intravenous benzylpenicillin and oral clarithromycin for presumed severe community acquired pneumonia (as per local hospital guidance). His methadone prescription was confirmed with community drug services and the dose corrected for his renal function. Sputum culture was unremarkable and was negative for acid and alcohol fast bacilli. Serology for HIV and autoantibodies was negative. Two consecutive blood cultures grew Staphylococcus aureus.
Questions
	1 What is your differential diagnosis from the history and examination alone?

	2 Which single investigation would you request to confirm the main cause?

	3 What acute medical complications are associated with injecting drug use?

	4 How would you manage opiate dependency in the acute medical setting?



Answers
1 What is your differential diagnosis from the history and examination alone?
Short answer
Acute constitutional symptoms with cough and haemoptysis suggest an acute infection of the respiratory system, probably community acquired pneumonia from a typical or atypical micro-organism. … 





View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
        
      Log in    

    
  
  
    Log in using your username and password


    BMA Member Log In


    
        If you have a subscription to The BMJ, log in:

        


  Username *
 



  Password *
 


        

            
  Forgot your log in details? 
 



        

            

    	
  Need to activate 
 




	Log in via institution
	Log in via OpenAthens







Log in through your institution

  


  
  

  

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
Subscribe from £173 *

Subscribe and get access to all BMJ articles, and much more.



  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Subscribe
* For online subscription
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    

Access this article for 1 day for:
£38 / $45 / €42 (excludes VAT)

You can download a PDF version for your personal record.





  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Buy this article 
  


  
  

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  

        
      

      
        
          
  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    

  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    See other articles in issue 7852  


  
  



  
        
      Article tools    

    
  
  
    PDF0 responses  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    	
  
      
  
  
    Respond to this article

  


  
  


	
  
      
  
  
    Print  


  
  


	
  
      
  
  
    Alerts & updates
Article alerts
Please note: your email address is provided to the journal, which may use this information for marketing purposes.



  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in or register:

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  Username *
 



  Password *
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Register for alerts


 If you have registered for alerts, you should use your registered email address as your username

  


  
  

  






  


  
  


	
  
      
  
  
    Citation tools
Download this article to citation manager


  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      Vishal Luther, Jennifer Townell, Haseeb Rahman, Chee Yee Loong


  
      




























Luther V, Townell J, Rahman H, Loong C Y. Fever and haemoptysis in an injecting drug user  
  
      BMJ  2012;  344 :e1568 
  
      doi:10.1136/bmj.e1568
  
  
  
  
  
  	    
      
	BibTeX (win & mac)Download
	EndNote (tagged)Download
	EndNote 8 (xml)Download
	RefWorks Tagged (win & mac)Download
	RIS (win only)Download
	MedlarsDownload

    

  


  

  
  


  
        
      Help    

    
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  If you are unable to import citations, please contact
  technical support for your product directly (links go to external sites):


  	EndNote
	ProCite
	Reference
    Manager
	RefWorks
	Zotero



  




  


  
  

  

  

  
  

	
  
      
  
  
    Request permissions  


  
  




  

  

  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Author citation


	Articles by Vishal Luther
	Articles by Jennifer Townell
	Articles by Haseeb Rahman
	Articles by Chee Yee Loong



	Add article to BMJ Portfolio


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Email to a friend
Forward this page


  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word about The BMJ.
NOTE: We only request your email address so that the person you are recommending the page to knows that you wanted them to see it, and that it is not junk mail. We do not capture any email address.




  Username *
 



  Your Email *
 



  Send To *
 




  You are going to email the following 
 Fever and haemoptysis in an injecting drug user



  Your Personal Message 
 









            
        
          CAPTCHA        

      
          
          
        This question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.      

        



  

  



  


  
  

  






  


  
  

  



  


  
  



  
        
      Topics    

    
  
  
    	Cardiology
	Case report
	Emergency medicine
	Infectious diseases
	Immunology (including allergy)
	Infectious diseases
	Sexual health
	Drugs: musculoskeletal and joint diseases
	Drug misuse (including addiction)
	Oncology
	Metabolic disorders
	Cardiovascular medicine
	Clinical diagnostic tests
	Dermatology
	Pituitary disorders
	Radiology
	Radiology (diagnostics)
	Respiratory medicine

	more
	less



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    


  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    




  


  
  



  
        
      This week's poll    

    
  
  
    
  
      
  
    






Read related article

See previous polls



  




  


  
  

        
      
  
  

  
     
  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    

  




  


  
  

 

  

  



 
  
                
                            
        
        
                    
                
                    
                          
    

      
  
  
    
      
  
        
      Follow us on    

    
  
  
    
  	Twitter
	Facebook
	YouTube
	RSS



  


  
  

    

    
      
        
          
  
        
      Content links    

    
  
  
    
  	Collections
	Health in South Asia
	Women’s, children’s & adolescents’ health
	Zika virus
	Research
	Education
	News and views
	BMJ Opinion
	Rapid responses
	Archive



  


  
  

        

        
          
  
        
      About us    

    
  
  
    
  	About us
	Editorial staff
	BMJ in the USA
	BMJ in South Asia
	Advisers
	Policies
	Submit your paper



  


  
  

        

        
          
  
        
      Resources    

    
  
  
    
  	Authors
	Reviewers
	BMA members
	Readers
	Subscribers
	Advertisers and sponsors
	Media
	Recruiters



  


  
  

        

        
          
  
        
      Explore BMJ    

    
  
  
    
  	Our company
	BMJ Careers
	BMJ Learning
	BMJ Masterclasses
	BMJ Journals
	BMJ Student
	Academic edition of The BMJ
	BMJ Best Practice
	The BMJ Awards



  


  
  

        

        
          
  
        
      My account    

    
  
  
    
  	Email alerts
	Activate subscription



  


  
  

        

        
          
  
        
      Information    

    
  
  
    
  	Contact us
	Complaints



  


  
  

        

      

    

  


  
    
      
  
      
  
  
    
  	Cookie settings
	Cookie Policy
	Privacy policy
	Website T&Cs
	Revenue Sources
	HighWire Press
	Sitemap



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
Copyright © 2024 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd

  


  
  

    

  





 
  

                     
                

            

        
        
     
 
  










  








  
  
