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A 31 year old man presented with a two day history of sudden onset, bilateral upper and lower limb weakness. Bulbar, sensory, and bladder function were unimpaired. A transient episode of bilateral hand and leg weakness had occurred one week earlier.
Medical history included alcohol dependence (abstinent for one year) and acute kidney injury secondary to use of non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs. He had no family history of muscle disorders. He denied using diuretics, laxatives, or recreational drugs.
On examination his body mass index was 24, he was afebrile and tachycardic (135 beats/min), and he had a blood pressure of 135/63 mm Hg. Respiratory and abdominal examinations were normal. He showed grade 4 symmetrical global limb weakness with normal tone, reflexes, sensation, and cranial nerve function. He had no muscle tenderness, wasting, or … 
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