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Peter was the only child of Arthur, a weaving shed manager, and Annie, a canteen worker. He attended Morley Grammar School, where he was interested in botany but was advised to study medicine and won a scholarship to Leeds Medical School, qualifying in 1957.
Through his love of the natural world he met his first wife Shirley, a schoolteacher, at the Batley Naturalist Society. They had five children.
After house jobs at the Leeds Women's Hospital and Halifax General Hospital he entered general practice with Dr Jack Leary in Halifax. He later moved to North Road Surgery, Ravensthorpe, with Dr Richard Everatt in 1968 and was to stay there developing the practice until retirement in his late 50s.
Peter introduced cervical screening in the practice at a time when most women would have to attend a family planning clinic.
He was involved in the screening of patients for ischaemic heart disease with the help of Professor Gerry Shaper, Royal Free Hospital, London, and set up a support group for ischaemic heart disease patients called the Hale and Hearty Group.
His work outside general practice involved sessional work as a clinical assistant in psychiatry and working for the Department of Social Security, becoming a medical adviser to the Independent Tribunal Service. He was a prison visitor at Wakefield.
In Halifax Peter's consulting rooms were part of the home and to ensure peaceful vacations he bought a caravan in the 1960s. The family spent every holiday away, initially in the United Kingdom and in the 1970s in France: Peter was fluent in French. He had a love of fine food and wine and always had goods to declare on his return to England.
Peter loved classical music, and he and Shirley were regular attendees at Leeds City Hall concerts.
Shirley later overcame her fear of flying and they visited their children in the United States and New Zealand.
Shirley died from carcinoma of the pancreas in the early 1990s, and he later married Anne, who shared his love of gardening and travel. She introduced him to poultry keeping.
He self diagnosed his stomach cancer when an episode of NSAID dyspepsia did not settle. He had successful chemotherapy and continued to enjoy life for three years after treatment.
He continued to travel and enjoy his grandchildren (he had 10) and had planned a trip to Nice the month before he died; he spent the weekend before his death planting tomatoes in his greenhouse.
Footnotes
	Former general practitioner Ravensthorpe, West Yorkshire (b Morley, West Yorkshire, 8 May 1932; q Leeds 1957; FRCGP), d 30 May 2007.
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