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    Doctors in England reduce antibiotic prescribing for children: GPs in England are prescribing half the quantity of antibiotics for children than they did 10 years ago. Researchers from St George's Hospital, London, and the NHS's Prescription Pricing Authority found that 12.4 million items were dispensed in 1993, compared with 6.5 million in 2002.
Netherlands tightens regulations for foreign health workers: The Netherlands has imposed stricter controls on foreign doctors and nurses working there. In addition to a recognised qualification, the Dutch authorities now require a “certificate of good standing,” proving that no disciplinary measures have been taken in the worker's country of origin that limit his or her right to practise.
Parents win the right to damages after children's organs retained: Hundreds of bereaved parents whose children's organs were kept by doctors after hospital postmortem examinations in England won the right to damages at the High Court in London last week. Mr Justice Gage ruled that doctors were negligent by not seeking parents' specific permission to remove and retain organs when getting consent for postmortem examinations.
Indonesia alert on dengue fever: A state of emergency has been imposed in East Kalimantan province, Indonesia, after more than 1000 people with dengue fever were admitted to hospital and 18 people died. More than 44 000 cases and 534 deaths have been recorded nationwide since 1 January.
Convicted “plague doctor” appeals: Dr Thomas Butler, the Texas infectious disease expert convicted of improper shipping of plague bacteria and of defrauding Texas Tech University, filed an appeal against his two year sentence with the federal court. The Department of Justice still has time to file a cross appeal, which might lead to a more severe sentence.
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