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An international row has broken out after reports in the Jerusalem Post last month said that the World Medical Association (WMA) might be considering expulsion of the Israel Medical Association—a rumour vehemently denied by the WMA.
The WMA and other health organisations around the world have received thousands of protesting email messages from Jewish doctors worldwide after the press report. The emails even crashed the WMA's computer system.
But the WMA, which held its council meeting in Divonne-les-Bains, France, last week, denied it had any intention of expelling the Israel Medical Association because of the conflict in the Palestinian territories.
The WMA's secretary general, Dr Delon Human, said it had received more than 20000 email protests from around the world.
“On Monday 29 April alone the WMA received 17000 emails, and as a result its IT system crashed,” he said. “This has all been the result of one false and damaging story.”
He denied that the WMA had any intention of expelling the Israeli association, but he added that it was discussing “concerns that patients were not receiving health care in the Middle East and our wish to see physicians and health personnel protected in areas of conflict.”
Events began a week earlier, on 24 April, when Judy Siegel-Itzkovich of the Jerusalem Post, who also writes for the BMJ, reported on a meeting in Vienna of the European Forum of Medical Associations, part of the World Health Organization.
Her report said the Israel Medical Association was “in danger of being ousted from the WMA” because of the “ongoing political campaign against Israel.”
The motion that was finally passed unanimously at the meeting in Divonne-les-Bains called on all sides in the Middle East conflict to ensure the continuation of essential medical services by allowing unrestricted freedom of movement to doctors and other healthcare personnel.
The resolution stressed that all medical missions, personnel, and units were entitled to immunity and to the assurance of unrestricted freedom of movement while they were exclusively engaged in carrying out their duties.
But it also denounced the use of ambulances and healthcare facilities for hostile purposes. And it denounced all acts of terror “such as the indiscriminate killing of civilians and spread of fear among the general public.”
Footnotes
	
See www.wma.net
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