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EDITOR’S CHOICE

Epidemiological mysteries continue: we don’t know
why the severity of myocardial infarction is declining
(p 892), nor whether the “increased” prevalence of
asthma over the past few years is due merely to a
change in diagnostic labelling (p 898)? Yet again more
research is needed. Research and review are certainly
needed into colposcopy. Although additional resources
are required in some districts, many important ques-
tions have also to be answered before the service can be

improved (p 899). There was at least one positive
outcome to the King’s Cross disaster: the experience of
the UCH team has led to an algorithm for the early
management of inhalational injury in fire victims (p
902). Finally, another positive outcome could be
readily achieved if teaching hospitals took up John
Pearce’s challenge to audit student teaching at district
general hospitals; at the very least the lecturers should
be told about the process and the outcome (p 925).
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