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animals, the extrapolation of which to man is of doubtful
validity.

Nevertheless, dietary restriction has never been proved to
be actually disadvantageous and, since other effective treatment
was lacking, -a pattern of reasonable, not unduly restrictive
dietary advice became standard. Today we have different
remedies. Most duodenal ulcers can be induced to heal by
histamine H2 blockade; and, where appropriate, recurrence
may be prevented by long-term drug treatment. While the
ascetic puritan may shake his head at the opportunity this
gives for patients with duodenal ulcers to live and eat in-
judiciously without risk (rather as some deplore promiscuity
free of the risk of pregnancy with modern contraception), the
fact is that life is better if a normal diet can be eaten. Dietary
regimens will not survive much longer, even for the
enthusiasts.
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No sewage in the streets
Now that action is threatened by the water and sewage workers,
doctors may be wondering whether they will be facing
epidemics of typhoid fever, poliomyelitis, and severe infantile
diarrhoea. Already we have been conditioned by the press and
television with pictures of harassed housewives boiling muddy
water and tales of sewage flowing in the streets. Both may
happen, but disease may not be the outcome.

In Britain the three sources of piped water are upland
surface water-lakes and reservoirs-deep wells, and rivers.
Conurbations such as Glasgow, Birmingham, and Manchester
which rely on upland surface sources should encounter few
difficulties. If the usual processes of filtration, storage, and
chlorination are stopped, the water supply may be slightly
coloured and contain a few organisms, so that boiling water
would make it safer for domestic use. Deep well waters, too,
are fairly pure and may be used without any precautions,
though again boiling would make well water completely safe.
The problems will arise in areas whose source of water

supply is a river. There are two major hazards: microbiological
pollution and toxic substances. If untreated sewage is dis-
charged into rivers already used as sources of water supply,
then the ordinary storage facilities of filtration and chlorination
are likely to be insufficient to prevent pathogenic organisms
from being present when water is drawn from the household
tap. In those circumstances boiling will become essential for
water to be used for drinking and preparing food. Tap water

should, however, still be acceptable for bathing, laundry, and
household cleaning. One question often asked is whether
teeth can safely be cleaned in contaminated tap water. A
reasonable compromise is to clean the teeth with running tap
water, but to rinse the mouth with boiled water. There is,
however, no evidence that gastrointestinal illness has arisen
from cleaning the teeth from potentially polluted water.
The second hazard in river waters is chemical pollution.

All rivers receive varying amounts of industrial discharges,
and rivers flowing through the rural countryside are polluted
with artificial fertilisers, herbicides, and pesticides. In normal
conditions, these toxic substances are removed by chemical
treatment. If this is not done then the water supply might
become dangerously polluted, and boiling does not remove
chemical pollutants. The risk is greatest to infants and small
children. In the dry summer of two years ago the sodium
content of some river water supplies rose to such a level, even
after treatment, that the authorities issued bottled sodium-
free water to mothers who were bottle feeding their babies.
Hypernatraemia is now a well-recognised hazard to small
infants, and no doubt in parts of the country where chemical
pollution is likely water authorities will be issuing guidance on
the possible dangers.
While inadequate water treatment will add to the household

expenses and the housewife's tasks, problems will also arise
for industry. Many manufacturers use vast quantities of water,
which if polluted can be dangerous to workers. The Aberdeen
typhoid outbreak of 1964, with 420 cases, was due to polluted
cooling water being used in a canned meat factory in South
America. All industrial users of water will be expecting
guidance from the regional water authorities and their local
medical officer for environmental health, should water
treatment be interrupted by a strike.

If sewage disposal works are brought to a standstill then
in coastal towns the untreated sewage will be discharged into
the sea; at this time of year it will cause little disturbance to
amenities. For inland areas, the disposal of untreated sewage
into rivers will cause not only loss of amenity but may also
endanger water supplies. Nevertheless, unless there are severe
storms sewage is unlikely to be floating in the streets; and
even then the aesthetic unpleasantness would be greater than
the risk of epidemic disease.
To whom should the public look for advice? Firstly, the

regional water boards have a statutory responsibility to provide
their region with safe, sufficient, and satisfactory water
supplies. They have major responsibilities for both water
supplies and sewage disposal, and a strike will test their
ability and ingenuity to maintain the essential services required
by law. Secondly, the responsibility in each local authority
area rests with the local council, whose medical adviser is the
medical officer for environmental health. He is also responsible
for advising the public, local doctors, and local hospitals. The
safety of the water supply is, first and foremost, an exercise in
medical public health. The medical officer for environmental
health will need to work in consultation with the regional
.water authority and take advice as needed; ever since the
possibility of a strike was mooted he should have been active
in consultations and in planning for such an eventuality.
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