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Lancashire, and, despite protests from some of his
colleagues that he was “selling the pass,” agreement was
eventually reached by all concerned and the scheme proved
to be entirely satisfactory. Vincent was a staunch friend,
and even during his long illness was always optimistic. His
widow, Mildred, to whom our sympathy goes, is also
medically qualified, and is a daughter of the late Dr. W. T.
Clegg, a well-known Liverpool ophthalmic surgeon: his
brother is a radiologist. Many will remember with affection
the warm hospitality of Mowbray Lodge with its delightful
occupants, including many friendly dogs.

S.C. G. writes: The death of Vincent Thierens removes
from the public-health world one of its prominent members
and a colourful personality. It was not in Blackburn alone,
however, that he was liked and respected ; he was a popular
figure among people in all walks of life in Lancashire, and
nowhere more than among his colleagues in the public
health service. He believed firmly in the importance of the
contribution which preventive medicine had to offer, and
worked hard to secure a proper emphasis in the preventive
service in the developments which followed upon the
inception of the National Health Service. His membership
of many advisory and co-ordinating committees was an
indication of the esteem in which his counsel was held: but
he possessed also personal qualities which ensured for him
attention and respect.

In day-to-day problems Thierens believed in the personal
approach and in the importance of mutual regard and
understanding. He was direct and outspoken, but kindly
and sincere, and he greatly valued in others that courtesy
which he himself invariably displayed. Despite a consider-
able degree of deafness, he was a most sociable person and
loved meeting people. A witty raconteur, he had a great
sense of humour and was never short of an amusing story.
One was always happy to see him, and he left one feeling
the better for having met him. When, towards the end of
his active career, illness overtook him, his friends were
saddened and dismayed. The courage with which he faced
up to the prospect of formidable operative procedures, and
his wonderful recuperative powers, gave many cause to hope
that he might yet enjoy the long and active retirement which
he had so richly merited. It was not to be. Throughout a
long and distressing illness, supported constantly by his wife,
to whom he was devoted, he displayed the utmost fortitude.
The profession mourns the passing of a greatly respected
colleague, and sympathy goes out to his widow, Dr. Mildred
Thierens, in her irreparable loss.

NORMAN MACFADYEN, M.B.,, DP.H.

Dr. Norman Macfadyen, the first resident doctor in
Letchworth, and the town’s first medical officer of
health, died at the Lister Hospital, Hitchin, on June S.
He was 82 years of age.

Norman Macfadyen was born in Manchester on May 21,
1877, the son of a distinguished Congregational minister.
He received his medical education at St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital, and qualified M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. in 1902. He
took the London M.B. in 1904 and the Cambridge D.P.H.
in the following year. After qualification he held the
appointments of house-physician and extern midwifery
assistant at St. Bartholomew’s and assistant medical officer
at the London Temperance Hospital. He then settled in
practice at Letchworth, where he remained for the rest of
his life. He was chairman of the executive committee of
the Town and Country Planning Association from 1929 to
1944, and in 1945 became the fourth recipient of the Howard
memorial medal awarded by that association. He was also
chairman of the East Hertfordshire Division of the British
Medical Association from 1924 to 1927.

We are indebted to Dr. C. P. Cragas for the following
appreciation :

Dr. Norman Macfadyen, senior partner and founder of
the first practice in Letchworth, the first garden city, died

on June 5 following an accidental fall on May 13 which
caused a fracture of the neck of his left femur. A kindly
and yet forceful man, he and his wife Gertrude made
Letchworth their enthusiastic hobby: indeed, being childless,
everyone thought of Letchworth as the offspring of the
Macfadyens. His wife, who predeceased him in August,
1958, gave striking evidence of this by her gift to the town
of nearly £30,000. Notwithstanding this most generous gift,
Dr. Macfadyen left almost his entire estate to the Letchworth
Civic Trust, which can thus benefit worthy causes in the town
and help people in need. After leaving St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital Dr. Macfadyen came under the influence of Sir
Ebenezer Howard, and was one of the first householders
in the new garden city at Letchworth, when every visit
was difficult owing to primitive road conditions. By the
end of 1911 he had been joined not only by Dr. H. D.
Ledward (in 1906) but also by Dr. P. F. Wilson, both
from St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. It was largely owing to
the energetic drive of Dr. Macfadyen that Letchworth
Hospital was built, and he was, from first to last, medical
officer of Letchworth and North Hertfordshire Isolation
Hospital, where he successfully treated thousands of children
suffering from diphtheria and scarlet fever in the days before
prophylaxis and antibiotics were in common use. Both his
partners volunteered for active service in the first world
war, so that he was left to hold the fort in this quickly
growing town as best he might.

I first met Dr. and Mrs. Macfadyen in 1927, and it was
their charm and enthusiasm which caused me to decide to
settle in Letchworth. “Qurs is a very interesting and
comprehensive practice, with a small general hospital, an
isolation hospital, a tuberculosis dispensary and school
medical service, in addition to the routine work.” These
were Dr. Macfadyen’s written words to me when replying
to my letter of application to join the practice. I soon
found them to be very true, thus making the life of a small-
town family doctor one of great interest and variety. We
were a large partnership of six. Later we separated from

" the partners in the neighbouring town of Baldock, but

continued to remain in close friendship. I can now look
back on over thirty years of friendship and comradeship
with my late senior partner, who never failed to give us
excellent advice and real guidance in all our problems.
His work for the Letchworth Urban District Council, of
which he was chairman for many years, was self-sacrificing
and distinguished. He was a director of the First Garden
City, Ltd., and he gave his services freely to all the young
people’s and sports organizations. His greatest joy was to
be among children, and he and his wife regularly visited
all the schools of a wide area. He and his wife loved
Letchworth, and gave their all to its service, both during
and after their lives. They will not be forgotten; their
menument, not of stone, will help the future of their town.
As one of his colleagues said, “ Never has one man done
so much for so little reward.”

ADAM MOSS, M.D.

Dr. Adam Moss, who was in general practice at
West Kirby, Cheshire, for very many years, died
at Firgrove, Cape Province, South Africa, on
September 22. He was 90 years of age.

Adam Moss was born on October 21, 1868, and was
educated at the old Queen’s College, Belfast, graduating
M.B,, B.Ch. from the former Royal University of Ireland
in 1892. He proceeded to the M.D. in 1905. While at the
District Lunatic Asylum at Belfast he gained the first prize
in mental diseases and the Malcolm exhibition at the Royal
Hospital. He first entered general practice at Tyldesley
and Boothstown, Lancashire, in 1893, but left there two
years later for West Kirby. His initial stay at West Kirby
was of short duration, for in 1897 he went to South Africa
to take up an appointment as district surgeon at Ladismith,
in the Cape Province. In 1901 he returned to West Kirby
and to general practice and remained there until 1953,
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when he went back to South Africa to live with his son
at Firgrove.

A.G.B. writes: For a few years at the turn of the
century Dr. Adam Moss practised at Ladismith, Cape
Province, and in this short period made a profound
impression on the inhabitants of the town. Even to-day,
after the lapse of sixty years, there are old people who
remember him with respect and affection. In 1901 he
returned to his native land and fifty years later was still
in active general practice in West Kirby, Cheshire. It was
my very great privilege to get to know Dr. Moss on his
first return visit to South Africa in 1948. I was deeply
impressed by his lovable personality, his serenity and
wisdom, and the radiation of his essential goodness. Though
I never saw him at work I could well imagine him as the
perfect family doctor—a true friend and guide to the many
thousands he served during his long life.

E.S. A. A. writes: As a doctor, as a man, and as a friend,
Adam Moss stood out in his integrity. Abounding in human
sympathy, drawing his strength from hidden sources, with a
kindly approach and cheery word, he brought hope and
comfort to his many patients. He was twice married, both
his wives predeceasing him.

C. D. GUN-MUNRO, M.R.CS,, LR.CP, D.OMS.

Dr. C. D. Gun-Munro, who was in practice as an
ophthalmologist at St. George’s, Grenada, British West
Indies, died at the Colony Hospital there in September.
He was 56 years of age.

Cecil Douglas Gun-Munro was born in Grenada on
August 25, 1903. Gaining an Island scholarship in 1922,
he then came to England to enrol as a medical student at
King’s College, London. He qualified M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
in 1927. He was in general practice in Manchester until
1931, and then in London and Surrey until he entered the
R.A.MC. in 1941 for service in the second world war.
Attaining the rank of captain, he served until 1945.
Obtaining the D.O.M.S. of the English Royal Colleges in
1946, he then returned to Grenada, where, in recent years,
he was senior medical officer as well as ophthalmic surgeon
to various institutions. He was honorary assistant secretary
of the Grenada Branch of the British Medical Association
from 1956 to 1958 and honorary secretary in 1958-9. He
came to England to represent his Branch at the Annual
Meeting of the Association at Harrogate in 1949 and again
at Brighton in 1956. An enthusiastic games-player, Dr.
Gun-Munro was a member of the King’s College Hospital
eleven which won the junior inter-hospitals cricket cup in
1924. In the same year he helped the hospital to win the
senior inter-hospitals lawn-tennis cup, the first occasion on
which King’s had gained the trophy. He later represented
Grenada at lawn-tennis. His death is a severe blow to his
many patients, to whom he brought comfort in their distress
and encouragement through his genial personality. He
leaves a widow, two daughters, and one son. His brother,
Dr. S. D. Gun-Munro, is in medical practice in St. Vincent,
and one of his four sisters is the wife of Dr. W. F. Kerr, of
Barbados.

C. J. MORGAN, MB, BS.

Dr. C. J. Morgan, who was in general practice at
Conway, Caernarvonshire, died at Hammersmith
Hospital on October 3. He was 35 years of age.

Cliffard Jones Morgan was born on May 18, 1924, the
son of the late Councillor J. R.'Morgan, of Llandudno. He
was one of a family of four boys, the eldest of whom is a
Doctor of Philosophy in the University of Liverpool, and
the other two are members of the medical profession in
Anglesey and Cheshire. He was educated at the John Bright
Grammar School, Llandudno, and studied medicine at St.
Bartholomew’s Hospital, graduating M.B., B.S. from
London University in 1947. After graduation he held the
appointment of senior house-physician to the medical

professorial unit at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital and house-
surgeon at the Caernarvon and Anglesey General Hospital,
Bangor. He then entered the Royal Air Force for his two
years’ National Service, attaining the rank of squadron
leader. After demobilization he entered general practice,
first at Blaenau-Festiniog and, since 1953, at Conway.

T.V.T. writes: Cliffard Morgan’s quality was
outstanding. He was a man wholly dedicated to his work,
and his enthusiasm, sincerity, and winsome disposition
earned him immediate friends in all walks of life. He was
a friend of consultants and general practitioners alike, and
all who knew him respected his convictions and steadfast-
ness of purpose. To work with he was a delightful and an
inspiring colleague. A clinical assistant for eight years at
Llandudno General Hospital, he was also a police surgeon
and medical officer to a large factory. He was a member
of the north-west faculty board of the College of General
Practitioners, and a founder-member of the Conway and
District Medical Society. He was keenly interested in the
Toc H movement, and a man of strong Christian conviction.
In so short a span he had already achieved much. His early
death is a great loss to the community, and medicine in
North Wales will be the poorer for his passing. Our
sympathy goes out to his widow and young daughter.

D. H. writes : Cliff Morgan had the rare gift of always
being more interested in other people than he was in
himself. For some years he knew that his time was running
out, so he lived it fully in the interests of his patients, his
family, and his many friends. His was a rare courage that
could see humour even in his own most personal adversity.
One left his sickroom feeling strengthened, never depressed,
although one felt the end must be very near. To have
known him was one of life’s rare privileges.

R. J. O. TAYLOR, MB, ChB., D.PH.

Dr. R. J. O. Taylor, physician-superintendent of the
Derwent Hospital, Derby, and Draycott Hospital,
Derbyshire, died at his home at Derby on October 6.
He was 64 years of age.

Richard James Ogilvie Taylor was born at West Calder,
Midlothian, on January 11, 1895, and was educated at
George Watson’s College and at Edinburgh University,
where he obtained his blue for association football. He
served as a combatant officer in the Royal Scots during the
first world war, and experienced much hard fighting. He
graduated M.B., Ch.B. in 1921, and took the D.P.H. of
the Scottish Royal corporations in the following year.
Subsequently he took up a post as resident medical officer
of Wandle Valley Joint Isolation Hospital, later becoming
assistant medical officer and bacteriologist to the urban
districts of Mitcham, Coulsdon, and Purley. In 1925 he was
appointed medical superintendent of Derby Borough
Isolation Hospital and Sanatorium, as the Derwent Hospital
was then known. He continued as physician-superintendent
when the hospital came under the jurisdiction of the
Sheffield Regional Hospital Board, and at this time also
took up a new appointment as physician-superintendent of
Draycott Hospital. He was a member of the Derby
Medical Society, a former member of the Medical
Superintendents’ Society, and an examiner to the General
Nursing Council.

R.G.C. writes: Richard Taylor was unassuming in
character and of great personal charm and integrity. He
was a man of great strength of character and was universally
respected by colleagues, friends, and patients. He came to
Derby to take over a hospital in the early stages of develop-
ment, and saw it grow into an efficient institution dealing
with many varieties of patient, and this was largely owing
to his own ability, enthusiasm, and inspiration. In the
same way, he was largely responsible for the conversion and
building up of the small isolation hospital at Draycott into
a pleasant, well-run hospital for tuberculosis patients. He
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