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The first Rumanian Congress of Medical Radiology and
Electrology will be held at Bucarest from November 8th
to 10th under the presidency of Dr. Severeanu. The
subjects for discussion will be cholecystography, x-ray
diagnosis of intrathoracic tuberculosis, radiotherapy of
mammary cancer, and actinotherapy of erysipelas. The
general secretary is Dr. G. N. Giurea, Str. Stirber Voda-
108, Bucarest.
The council of the University of Manchester has equipped

a laboratory of surgical research at 20, York Place, imme-
diately adjacent to the Royal Infirmary. Applications to
work in the laboratory should be made in the first
instance to Professor E. D. Telford.
The High Commissioner for India has been asked by

the Indian Research Fund Association to invite applica-
tions for the post of Director of Nutritional Research at
Coonoor, in the Madras Presidency. Candidates must be
graduates in medicine with a wide experience of nutri-
tional research, both in the field and in the laboratory,
who have made original contributions on the subject.
They must be of sound constitution, and not more than
45 years of age. A notice giving further particulars
appeared in the advertisement columns of the British
Medical Journal of October 13th (p. 50). Applications
must be made on the prescribed form, copies of which
can be had from the High Commissioner, India House,
Aldwych, W.C.2. Completed forms must be received by
November 30th.

Professor Sudhoff of Leipzig, who recently celebrated
his eighty-first birthday, has resumed the editorship of
the journal which is henceforward to be known as
Sudhoffs Archiv fur Geschichte der Medizin und der
Naturwissenschaften, in collaboration with Professor Dr.
J. D. Achelis.
A square in front of the Salpetriere, Paris, has recently

been named after the late Mme Marie Curie.

Letters, Notes, and Answers
All communications in regard to editorial business should be addressed

to The EDITOR, British Medical Journal, B.M.A. House, Tavistock
Square, W.C. 1.
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stock Square, W.C.1, on receipt of proofs. Authors over-seas
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not sent abroad.
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Financial Secretary and Business Manager.
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY AND BUSINESS MANAGER
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS

Aerophagy with Meteorism
PERPLEXED " asks for suggestions regarding a case of
aerophagy in a man, aged 40, with ensuing meteorism.
The condition is always worse when the patient is excited
or nervous, and occasionally occurs after a long railwav
journiey. There is marked distension of the abdomen, and
intense discomfort. After a couple or hours or so the air
becomes gradually expelled, per rectum. Nothing organic
can be discovered.

Treatment of Me'nie're's Disease
INQUIRER " writes from Northern Ireland: Could any of
your readers suggest treatment for a case of M6niere' s
disease? The patient is a man of about 50, and has been
suffering from this complaint for from three to four years.
Bromides and luininal appear to have little, if any, effect
on the onset of attacks.

*** An annotation on this subject was published in the
Journal of October 27th (p. 779).

Trichophyton Infection
Dr. J. F. BRISCOE (London S.W.1) writes: Tinea tonsurans

in the Victorian age was a most common nialady of
children's heads, and if not treated promptly became an
intractable complaint. The fungus in chronic cases, grow-
ing deeply, resisted ordinary medicaments. At one of our
large public schools glacial acetic acid was introduced as
an ideal remedy, and the acid Nas well rubbed in, perhaps
once, or maybe twice. If it was a small patch the drug
proved effective. At that period, too, short of blisterin1g,
many cases gave prolonged trouble. To-day, disease is
caught so early that ringworm can be readily dispatched,
since children's heads are now " drilled " at and after
school hours. Moreover, in my opinion, singeing the scalp
may interrupt the growing spores and the filamentary
mvcelium threads, and I am positive it stays baldness.
Dhobi itch, and all the contagious tineas, may be treated
successfully in the same routine method as tinea tonsurans.
With the acetic acid, white precipitate ointment, even an
application of liquor potassae, and hyposulphite of soda in
tinea versicolor are remedies out of fashion which are not to
be despised. Changing linen and woollen vests, and especially
the pants, needs careful attention,; while trousers long waril
are like the old women's petticoats, needing the sterilizing
chamber. To be certain of success the secret of the treat-
ment of all the fungoid eruptions of the skin is to get your
application below the epidermis.

Income Tax
Payment of Annuity

"J. B." writes: About three months ago I wrote to you
about a claim for repayment of income tax by a relative to
whom I pay an annuity. I would like to let you know that
I fQllowed the advice you w-ere good enough to give me in
the British Medical Journal for July 14th (p. 98). A reply
has just come from Somerset House to the effect that they
agree with the inspector that, having regard to the form
of the agreement, the annuitant was not entitled to the
repaymeInts in question, but they do not think that in the
circumstances they. can claim a refund of the amounts
overpaid. " No further applicatioin for a refund wNill there-
fore be made." May I offer my sincere thanks for your
help in the matter.

Motor Car Replacemnent
E. B." has had the following car transactions in 1933-4:
On April 1st, 1933, he owned a 12-h.p. " A" car, written
down value £41 ; on April 25th he sold it for £70 and
bought an 18-h.p. " T " car for £295; in June he soli
the " T " car for £225 and bought an " S" (new) car for
£235 ; in November he sold that car for £90 and bought
an " A" car for £30. He has been allowed £40 for the
loss on the " T " car and £30 for the loss on the " S " car.

*** The latter item (£30) is, of course, much less than
the loss incurred on the " S " car, wvhich was £235 - £90
= £145. The difficulty is that the allowance is not specific-
ally for the loss on the car replaced, but is for the expendi-
ture on the new car-to the extent of the loss incurred on
the old one. As £30 only was spent on the purchase of
the last car, that limits the allowance in respect of the
replacement of the new " S " car to that sum.

"XV. H." runs two cars; one is an 8.3-h.p. " R " car,
bought second hand for £35, and he intends to sell it for,
say, £15, and buy a new 9.8-h.p. " H " car for £179.
What is his best course as regards income tax allowances?

*** He can claim a replacement allowance of (£35 - £15
=) £20 as an expense of the year 1934. That, however,
will preclude him from claiming the depreciation allowance
of (£179 at 22 per cent. =) £39 for 1.935-6. He can, how-
ever, claim that allowvance-that is (£140 at 22 per cent.
=), £21, for 1936-7, and so on for future years. When
the " H " car is replaced he shlould claim obsolescence
allowance-that is, £c179 less the amount received on sale
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and less the aggregate depreciation allowances, but exclud-
ing the non-effective allowance for 1935-6. He will then
have received the full amount due in law and in equity.

Private Motoring Expenses
J. F. M." has in the past been allowed running expenses
and wear and tear in respect of his car ; the inspector of
taxes suggests that one-tenth of each kind of deduction
should be treated as applicable to private use. Should the
wear and tear allowance be added to the expenses claimed,
which cover the whole cost of running, etc.?

* Whether one-tenth is reasonable or excessive depends
on the extent of private use of the car, and varies so much
that no rule of thumb is of much use as a guide. If that is
a fair ratio it does apply to the wear and tear allowance as
well as to the out-of-pocket expenses. That allowance is
correctly treated as an addition because it is in anticipation
(wholly or in part) of the cost of replacement.

Expenses of an Attack of Scarlet Fever
E. M." contracted scarlet fever in the course of discharging
his professional duties ; are the resulting expenses allowable?

*** WVe fear not, though the point is not beyond doubt.
The statute forbids the deduction of sums " not being
money wholly and exclusively laid out or expended for
the purposes of the . . . profession." In such a case as
this it is arguable that the expenses are incurred because
the practitioner cannot exercise his profession, and the
word " exclusively " is awkward to get round in this con-
nexion. The Board of Inland Revenue allows the cost
of the services of a locumtenent, but that is as far as it
is apparently willing to go. The deduction is worth
claiming, but we could not advise " E. M." to carry his
point to appeal.

Purchase of Practice
G. H." purchased a practice in May, 1934; prior to that
he was employed as an assistant elsewhere. He has haid
a notice of assessment for 1934-5, apparently based on the
estimated profit of the practice.

* He is chargeable to tax (a) .under Schedule D, on the
current year's earnings; (b) under Schedule E, on the
previous year's basis for the proportion of the year to the
date when his employment ceased. Thus suppose it
ceased and he took over the practice as at May 5th, 1934,
then he is liable (a) on the earnings for the eleven months
to April 5th, 1935, and (b) on 1/12 of his employment
earnings for the year to April 5th, 1934.

Suirgery, etc., at Private Residence
"V. H. H." pays rent and rates amounting to £110 + £31
= £141, and hitherto has been allowed one-half of that
expense as applicable to professional purposes. The local
inspector of taxes now claims to restrict it to two-fifths
-that is, £57-and " WV. H. H." is considering the question
of an appeal.

*** It is difficult in this sort of case to give definite
advice, as so much depends on the exact circumstances-
for example, the amount of rent which covers the garage,
whether the " professional" maid has a separate room,
etc. One useful criterion is whether the three-fifths borne
privately is reasonable-for example, would the practitioner
obtain similar private accommodation for £84 rent and
rates to that which he enjoys now? A formal appeal is
probably not worth while, but a personal discussion of the
details with the inspector might be useful.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

Infantile Eczema
Dr. R. CHALMERS (Darlington) writes: In a review in the

Journal of October 13th (p. 680) you quote the findings
of Dr. Pehu and Dr. Aulagnier, both of Lyons, as to the
aetiology of the condition referred to above-namely, an
a-llergic conldition .due to an enterococcus, wYhich these
workers treat with a vaccine. An experience I had in
June, 1932, may be of inlterest in this connexion. A baby,
about 9 months old, ~vas brought to me covered with
eczema from head to foot. The history was that it had

been quite well until it wvent to the seaside a week or so
before. No change had been made in feeding. The urine was
alkaline, and showed organisms + +. I put the child on
to mist. acid. sodii phos. cum hexamine, with tab. para-
thyroid (1 /20 grain) daily, calamine lotion to the skin,
and only olive oil to he used in place of soap and water
for cleansing. In oie. week the whole condition had
entirely cleared up. -

An Irifhe Medical MS.
Dr. WINIFRED WULFF (Te Apleogue, Co. Dublin) writes: I

should like to thank you for the kind notice of my book,
A Handbook of Gynaccology anc4 Midlwifery (Irish Texts),
which appeared in your issue of September 22nd (p. 555).
There is one point I should like to make clear. Your
reviewer does not appear to realize that the Irish version
of Trotula and John of Gaddes(lel is a faithful translation
-indeed, a literal translation, except in a few minor
details-of the Latin as it appears in the piinted edition,
and which is here printed side by side with the Irish.
Since the Irish translation w,as made, as your reviewer
correctly states, some two hundred years before the Latin
edition was published, it is interesting to note how closely
the translator has kept to the original Latin manuscript.
As the book is intended for scholars it was not considered
necessary to translate either the Latin or the Irish into
English.

Eustace Smith's Sign
Though in itself of little practical value, the above sign is

a good example of a single epotiym striving to capture the
personality of a man who has left his mark on a multitude
of scientific problems. It was first described in a short
paper entitled " On the Diagnosis of Enlarged Bronchial
Glands in Children " in the Lancet (1875, ii, 240), and
consists in a venous hum heard over the upper part of the
sternum when the child bends back its head. The original
description is quoted by D-r. WV. R. Bett in the current
issue of the British Journal of Children's Diseases (July-
September). Eustace Smith was one of the first physicians
in this country to specialize in children's diseases, and
for forty-three years he was associated with the East
London Hospital for Children, Shadwell. He was a fine
clinician and a skilled percussor, whose deft touch remained
unimpaired till the v'ery end. A faithful believer in drugs,
he was fond of big doses. His emphasis in a doubtful
',case of whooping-cough on the disproportion between the
vialence of the cough and the signs in the chest is still
regarded as a useful aid to diagnosis. The culminating
point in his career was his election, to the presidency of
the Children's Section at the International Congress in 1913.

Corrigenda
In the footnote to our review of Harrow -and SherwiLn's

Chemistry of the Hormones (October 27th, p. 773) the price
of the book was given as Is. 6d. This should have been
Ils. 6d.

Dr. A. J. HAWES wishes to correct a slip in his article on the
death of Mauriceau's sister published last week (p. 782).
The title of the book referred to is De la Perte de Sang.

Boots Pure Drug Co. Ltd., Nottingham, have issued a well-
illustrated booklet on " bismostab," their 20 per cent.
suspension of bismuth (B.P.) in isotonic glucose solution,
for injection in cases of spirochaetal diseases. A feature
is the complete course outlined for the routine treatment
of adult syphilis with this preparation by the " concur-
rent " and " alternate " methods. A copy will be sent
free of charge to medical men who apply.

The Medical Supply Association Limited (Gray's Inn Road,
and 95, Wimpole St:eet) have issued two new booklets,
one on electrotherpy apparatus and the other on the
medisun " lamp ultra-violet ray generator. Copies will

be sent on request to any medical practitioner or accredited
assistant.

Vacancies
Notifications of offices vacant in universities, medical colleges,
and of vacant resident and other appointments at hospitals,
will be found at pages 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 62, 63, and 64 of
our advertisement columns, and advertisements as to partner-
ships, assistantships, and locumtenencies at pages 60 and 61,
A short summary of vacant posts notified in the advertise-

ment columns appears in the Supplement at page 236.

 on 19 A
pril 2024 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.2.3852.843 on 3 N
ovem

ber 1934. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

