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WV. WV. KING, F.R.C.S.ED., F.C.O.G.
Surgeon, Jessop Hospital for 'Women, Sheffield

We regret to announce the death, on July 9th, of Mr.
William Wilfrid King at the age of 52. He was educated
at Stonyhurst and the Bristol Medical School, whence he
qualified M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. in 1906, subsequently taking
the Edinburgh Fellowship in 1908, and, on the formation
of Bristol University, the M.B. of that university.
Mr. King went to the Royal Hospital, Sheffield, almost

immediately after qualification, and was soon recognized
by the contemporary generation of " housemen " in the
various hospitals of the city as a man of exceptional
energy, ability, and what is known as character. As a
house-surgeon at the Jessop Hospital for Women, and
later as surgical registrar at that institution, he showed
a special aptitude for gynaecology and obstetrics, and in
addition to winning the esteem of the honorary staff he
also began to become known among the practitioners in
the city. When a vacancy occurre'd on the staff of the
Jessop it was assumed by most that King would be
appoint-ed, but he was passed over, and it was a great
blow to him. Crippled by the absence of private means,
King had to make a very momentous decision: to stay in
the city and await another vacancy. Those were not the
days when the hospitals and universities nursed young
consultants. King had to find some means of subsistence
whilst he besieged the gynaecological citadel. He was
known to have had a good laboratory training, and the
Royal Infirmary staff asked him to apply for the part-time
post of clinical pathologist at the meagre salary of £75
a- year ; protesting with characteristic candour that his
aim was not pathology, he applied for the post and was
appointed (191 1); he was a great success. In the old
clinical laboratory of the Infirmary he slogged away with
inadequate equipment-helped by a B.M.A. grant-in
an attempt to elucidate the toxaemias of pregnancy, and
his first important paper was on the Abderhalden reaction
for pregnancy. Then came the war, and he at once joined
the R.A.M.C., being attached to the Third Northern
General Hospital. King was never passed for general
service, and remained in the city for the duration of the
war. His capacity for work was truly colossal. It did
not seem to matter what it was: he did any amount of
work in the laboratory-chiefly in connexion with the
search for typhoid and dysentery carriers-and in addition
he tackled all kinds of surgery, and found time to rush
out and see a few patients on behalf of colleagues who
were over-seas. Somewhere about the end of the war he
became a member of the staff at the Jessop Hospital for
Women, and immediately began to pull his full weight.
He spent much time studying the pathology and clinical
features of pelvic adenomyomata, but the great interest
of his life turned out to be the aetiology of puerperal
sepsis. King was in charge of a large municipal maternity
home, and, as is well known, has taken a large part in
the attempt to correlate streptococcal infections of the
throat with puerperal sepsis. Indeed, this work was
probably the cause of his premature death: he went out
to investigate an outbreak of sepsis in a neighbouring
town, and about forty-eight hours later was himself
attacked by a tonsillar infection with Streptococcus
haemolyticus, which eventually, through infection of the
deep veins of the neck, proved fatal.
As a teacher King was excellent, but his own rapid

thought and sincerity of purpose did not fit him to
tolerate fools. Rapidity of thought a;nd action were
characteristic of the man in all; his activities. He was

a great surgeon, cut off just as he had attained success
and reputation. His untimely death will be an immense
loss to his hospital and university, which had every right
to expect another ten years of active service. The local
profession has lost a wise counsellor, not only on matters
gynaecological, but on medico-political affairs, as shown
by his tenure of the chairmanship of the United Hospitals
Staff Club and of the Sheffield Division of the British'
Medical Association.
No notice of King's life would be complete without

reference to his religion, as he was a sincere Catholic
who took part in all activities of the Church open to the
layman. He leaves a widow and four children.

A. E. B.

BRENNAN DYBALL, F.R.C.S.
Surgeon, Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital

By the unexpected and untimely death of Mr. Brennan
DybalI of Exeter, at the age of 62, the West Country has
lost one of its foremost surgeons. After a distinguished
career as a student, when he became a gold medallist in
surgery and gained the Beaney Scholarship in that sub-
ject, he went to Exeter in 1898 with a great reputation
from St. Thomas's Hospital, and from the Leeds School,
where he had been resident surgical officer at the General
Infirmary. At the time of his death, at his moorland
bungalow, he had for long commanded the respect and
affection of all his colleagues and of the profession
generally.
By disposition modest and retiring, and hating publicity

in any shape-for example, no one ever succeeded in
persuading Dyball to take the chair at a professional
dinner-he was yet recognized by all who came in contact
with him as an outstanding instance of the rare combina-
tion of high and widely cultured intellectual gifts, soundly
balanced vision and judgement, and a meticulous mind for
the smallest detail of any work or scheme, large or small,
which he took up. Moreover, he excelled as a carpenter
and as a motor-car technician. Of physique ideal for his
work, he was full surgeon to the Royal Devon and Exeter
Hospital for twenty-one years, for the last twelve of which
he was the senior ; and from the first set a standard of
study and technique worthy for all to, aim at, and not
only maintained that standard to the end, but was for
ever ceaselessly seeking to improve it. His active and
eager mind was always out for the best of the latest
methods. His approach to a case was that of a physician,
and every side of a problem received full consideration
before a decision was reached. A man of very few words,
he yet, by his manifest kindliness and understanding, held
the fullest confidence of his patients of all classes, among
whom must be included an exceptionally large number of
doctors and their families; and, though not rich, he was
notoriously, indeed sometimes embarrassingly, indifferent
to the financial reward of his labours.

Mr. Dyball acted as honorary secretary of the Section
of Surgery at the British Medical Association's meeting at
Exeter in 1907. Early d uring the war he was given a
commission in the R.A.M.C. (T.), but, being indispensable
at home, was seconded to take charge of No. 5 Section of
Exeter War Hospitals, a hospital of over 200 beds, the
whole of the surgical work of which he carried out, in
addition to his work at the Royal Devon and Exeter
Hospital and a large private practice. But the outstand-
ing public fruit of his prevision was the establishment of
the orthopaedic organization throughout Devon, centred
at the Princess Elizabeth Orthopaedic Hospital; and by
general consent the whole credit for this work must be
equally divided between him and, on the lay side, Dame
Georgiana Buller. And, having envisaged it, Dyball
characteris-tically designed it, not only as to general
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layout but down to the smallest detail, and plunged
whole-heartedly into every aspect of the institution of this
new service, from the active surgical, work of which he
at once retired when it became possible to appoint a
whole-time specialist in this branch. His creative skill
found scarcely less opportunity for full play in the many
improvements and large additions to the Royal Devon and
Exeter Hospital since the war, some long accomplished
and others now under construction or as yet only designed
in detail which he was destined not to see, but all of which
bear the manifest imprint of his influence and skill, as all
engaged with him in the committee work would readilv
testify.
The colleague to whom we are indebted for this memoir

adds: In Dyball the profession has lost a man who was
generally beloved and who combined powers of indepen-
dent and original practical thought with manual dexterity,
and it is not too much to say that the whole county
mourns his loss.

THE LATE MR. BERNARD CRIDLAND
D. S. S. writes: As one of the number of residents
whose privilege it has been from time to time to work
with and for Mr. Bernard Cridland, I would like to add to
the many that you will have received my appreciation of
his unfailing kindness to his juniors. In particular he
maintained an interest in the future of the many younger
members of the specialty to whom in their hospital days
he so freely imparted information and help, and encourage-
ment to emulate his operative skill. Though he set
himself and his residents a high standard of perfection,
he was more than charitable to one's constant failures to
attain it. His hospitality, generosity, and courtesy will
be long remembered and appreciated by all who had the
opportunity of personal contact with him, and his
influence will continue to be felt for many years. Since
leaving his immediate supervision I have had many
occasions to be grateful to him for his considered opinions
on matters of every kind, and his juniors have lost not
only a revered and respected chief, but a very good friend.

THE LATE SIR JAMES FOWLER
Dr. REGINALD HEARN writes: I feel that I may have
something of interest to add to your obituary notice of
that gracious personality the late Sir James Fowler. He
and I, since my election in 1924, were the only medical
members of the Beefsteak Club. He loved the place, and
not only visited it in former years, as you correctly state,
but continued to dine there with the utmost regularity
until the latter part of 1933. He then told me with
uncanny accuracy that he had only a short time in which
to live, that this was his last visit, and that he intended
at the end of the year to resign from the club after a
membership of nearly fifty years. At the Beafsteak
everyone dines at the same table, and conversation is
general. In the vast majority of cases its members are
prominent and distinguished in most varying walks of
life; but in our profession we all know the stupid manner
in which even the most intelligent layman will occasionally
attempt to discuss the technical side of medicine with a
doctor. Fowler hated it, and the whimsical, kindly, albeit
sometimes cutting manner in which he repelled all such
attempts was a joy t6 behold. This side of him only
appeared when laymen were present. If, as often
happened, we were alone together, he would delight in
giving me the benefit of his rich professional experience,
and I only hope that I may have benefited from it. Such
occasions would be late in the evening after other members
had left, for he was always a late diner, and going early
to bed did not appeal to him. His great friendship with
his fellow member Lord Montagu was formed at the
Beefsteak, and the associations with Beaulieu which
resulted from it were the delight of his later years. His
general culture 'was wide and profound, which rendered
his conversation fascinating. About him there seemed to
clin-g the atmosphere of the more spacious and leisured age

which he represented, and in his passing we have to mourn
one who was, in the truest sense of the term, a " scholar-
physician" of a rare and splendid type.

Dr. ARTHUR F. PERIGAL, New Barnet, writes: I
was fortunate to be one of Kingston Fowler's house-
physicians at Brompton thirty-four years ago, and learned
much by his meticulous and thorough examination of
patients and his accurate deductions therefrom, albeit
street noises were often distracting, causing him to remark
upon the difficulty of auscultating to the accompaniment
of popular tunes of the day! He had a charming and
genial manner which made consultations with him a
pleasure, and his kindness I have Aever forgotten.

Dr. DAVID CHARLES LLOYD, the tuberculosis officer for
Cardiganshire under the Welsh National Memorial Asso-
ciation, died at his home in Lampeter on June 26th after
only a day's illness. A native of Corwen, North Wales,
and a student at Guy's Hospital, after qualifying in
.1911 he went into general practice at Llanfairfechan, where
he remained for three years. His knowledge of the work
and the trials and difficulties of general practitioners
stood him in good stead later on in establishing cordial
relations with his colleagues in practice. The Welsh
National Memorial Association, for the prevention, treat-
ment, and abolition of tuberculosis in Wales, was
incorporated by Royal Charter in 1942. To an ardent
Welshman fresh from hospital work this national effort
to stamp out a national scourge made an immense appeal.
From quite an early date Lloyd was co-operating with the
tuberculosis physician for his area and consulting with
him oIl cases met with in his own practice. From this
interest grew what was to become a life-long passion-
the fight against tuberculosis. In 1915 he entered into the
service of the Memorial Association and came under the
stimulating influence of Dr. Marcus Paterson, and learnt
to apply the basic principles of the treatment of tuber-
culosis laid down by the latter. After various appoint-
ments under the association, Dr. Lloyd became a tuber-
culosis physician for Cardiganshire, and after his eighteen
years in the county it is difficult to think of Cardigan-
shire Without thinking of him. Those who have been
engaged in tuberculosis work realize -the long uphill
fight which took place in the early days before the
subject received adequate recognition; the long struggle
against prejudice, ignorance, and superstition. The work
was exacting and the discouragements many, and those
devoting themselves to it were of the nature of pioneers.
In a pioneer we expect ability allied to fearlessness,
tenacity, and self-sacrifice. The pioneer must live with
and for his work. In medicine we expect to find in
addition sympathy and understanding. The work' is
important, but must never be allowed to submerge the
patient. Dr. Lloyd had all these qualities combined with
a receptive mind, always open to new knowledge, and ever
ready to apply what was useful to the treatment of his
patients. He was generous in giving credit to others,
and, although disclaiming any credit to himself, had the
satisfaction of seeing the death rate in his own county
fall from 157 to 66 in a period of twenty years. To his
patients he was physician, counsellor, and friend, and in
his dealings with them never forgot they had minds as
well' as bodies. He lived a full' and strenuous life, and
the manner of his going was such as he would have wished
-to go when still actively engaged in the work he loved
so much. H. A. R.

We regret to announce the death, on July 15th, as the
result of a motor accident, of Dr. ROBERT HERVII YELF
of Norwich. Both his father, Dr. R. E. B. Yelf, now of
Selsey and a past-president of the Oxford and Reading
Branch of the B.M.A., and his grandfather, the late Dr.
L. K. Yelf, were medical practitioners at Moreton-in-Marsh,
Gloucestershire. He was educated at Rossall School,
served during the Great War as lieutenant in the
2/4th Royal Lancashire Regiment, and was badly gassed.
He studied for the medical profession at King's College
Hospital, London, and, after qualifying M.R.C.S.,
L.R.C.P. in 1925, held resident posts at his own hospital,
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