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lotit'slJ rtbira1 Assar'fation.
TIIE EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC MONEY ON

EXPERIMENTS ON ANIMALS.
THB following letter, signed by the Medical Secretarv, lhas
been senit to members of the Hoiuse of Coimmons.

Oii Decemhber 16tlh Commanider Kenworthy is introducing
a bill into tlc Houise of Commons to prohibit the expen-
dittore of pIblic 111(loiy on vivisection1 experiments. The
British Medical Association trusts that before making up
your mind whether to support or to oppose this measure
youii will read the following remarks.
The Act, 39 and 40 Vict., cal. 77, of 1876, lays down

that nio one but the lholder of a licence from the Secretary
of State is peirilitted to use animials for experiments; that
such work slhall only be carrie(d ouit at registered places;
anid that the experiments must be lelformed with a view
to the advancement of physiological know-ledge or of know-
ledlge which will be useful for saving or prolonging life or
alleviating suffering. This work is loosely termend vivisec-
tion, but no severe cutting operation is permitted under
the Act without the use of an anaestlhetic of sufficient
power to prevent the animal feeling pain. Very many of
tlhe so-called xperieilnents permitted under the Act are done
for the routinie purposes of public health or of medeical
treatinent for time immediate beniefit of the community or
individual patienits. The potency of many remedies in use
to-dav, notably glandular extracts, vaccines, serums, and
some drugs such as arsenicals-for example, salvar-sani-
cannot be determinie(d except by animal experimenits.
Without being so tested thay may be uselessly weak or
dangerously str'onig. Lives depend on these powerful
medicaments beinig of stanclard strength.

Slhould the expeniditurlie of public money on such work
as thlis be prohibited? Pituitary extract is a good example.
It is a valuable drulg in childbirth, often diminishing pain
and daanger anid obviating the use of instruments, but an
overdose might easily kill the patient. Before proper
control was initroduced, different preparations on the
market varied in strength up to as hig,h a ratio as 80 to 1,
with results that can be imaginied. By means of animal
experiments a standard cf potene, expressed in definite
units, has been secured, and is, in fact, now enforced by
law. Thlis is one of the national biological standards for
which the Medical Research Council is responsible. Some
infectious diseases-for example, some cases of tuberculosis
-cannliot be diagnosed with certain-ity except by animlal
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tests, and animals m11ust of necessity be used in the prepara-tion of ceritain vaccines an(d setrum;lls. It is a plubific dutytilat stuell work as this slhouild be carried ott, anid in some
cases tile law requiires it to be doone. TIme effective controlof therapeuitic substanices can only be enstured bv tile State,and therefore by tihe expenditure of public fuinds.

It is llOt always realized that the term vivisection coverssuich work as this, and the British Medical Association isof opinioni it is in the interests of the community thatCommander Kenworthy's bill slhould be opposed.

CURRENT NOTES.
Annual Meeting, Eastbourne, 1931.

THE ninety-nintlh Annual Meeting of the Britislh MedicalAssociation will be lheld in the latter part of July, 1931at Eastbourne, iunider tlle Presidency of Dr. W. G.Willoughby, medical officer of health for Eastbourne. Theclinical and scienitific work of the MeetNing will be divided
among fourteen Sections, meeting on Wednesday, Tlmurs-day, anid Friday, July 22nd, Juily 23rd, and July 24t1,and we puiblislh below thle names of the Sections anld theirPresidenits. Thie first seven Sections will meet eacil oni tliiee
(lays, the niext fiv-e oni tw-o (lays, and tile last two o01 o11e
(lay. Tile full list of officers of Sectionis and ftllr theSilformation about tile Meeting generally will appear inlater issues.

Presidents of Sectioni.
Mcdicine. R. A. YOUNG, C.B.E., M.D., F,R.C.P., London.SUrgCery.-CECIL A. JOLL, M.S., F.R.C.S., Londoil.
Obstetrics aend Gynaccol(gy.-EARDLEY L. HOLLAND, M.D.,F.R.C.P., F.R.C.S., London.
Diseases o7 Childrcn.-H. CHARLES CAMERON, M.D., F.R.C.P.,London.
1e(thology enitd Biochcmistry.-Professor E. P. CATHCART, C.B.E.,LL.D., M.D., Glasgow.
Public Health (includinq Tub7e rcutlosis and Occupaition.alDiscases).-Sir GEORGE S. BUCHANAN, C.B., M.D., F.R.C.P., London.Neurologly end Psymchologlical AI(dicine.-Sir JAMES PURVES-STEWART, K.C.M.G., C.B., M.D., F.R.C.P., London.
Oto-Rhino-Laryn7gology. -W. M. MOLLISON, C.B.E., M.Ch.

F.R.C.S., London.
Ophthalmology.-E. E. MADDOX, M.D., F.R.C.S.Ed., Bourne-

nuouth.
.lnaesthctics.-H. P. FAIRLIE, M.D., Glasgow.Dermatology.-H. MACCORMAC, C.B.E., M.D., F.R.C.P., London.Orthopacdics.-A. S. BLUNDELL BANKART, F.R.C.S., London.
Medical Sociology.-L. A. PARRY, M.D., F.R.,C.S., Hove.Hydrology and ('limnatology.-R. FORTESCUE Fox, M.D., F.R.C.P.,London.
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Sir Charles Hastings Clinical Prize.
The Sir Chlarles Hastiings Cliinical Prize, whiich consists

of an illumiinated certificate and a money awar d of fifty
guilleas, is open. fotr competition iii iespect of 1931. The

following, are the reguilationls goVelrning the award:
1. The prize is established by tire Council of the British

Medical Association for the proniotion of systematic observation,
research and recor d iii geneiral practice; it includes a nioniey
award of the value of fifty guineas.

2. Airy member of the Association whio is engaged in general
practice is eligible to compete for the prize.

3. The work submitted must include personal observations and
experiences collected by the candidate in general practice, and a
high order of excellence will be required. If no essay entered
is of suflicient merit, no award will be made.

4. Essays, or whatever form the candidate desires his work to
take, miiust be senit to. the. British Medical Association House,
Loindoni, W.C.1, iiot later thanr Decernber 31st, 1930, and the
Prize will be awarded at tire Annual Genieral MeetingLI of tire
Associationi to be lheld at Eastbourne in July, 1931.

5. No study or essay that has been published in the medical
press of elsewhere will be considered eligible for the prize, and a
contribuition offered in orie year caninot be accepted in any subse-
qilent year uuiless it includes evidenree of fuirther work.

6. If aiy questioni arises in refer enice to tire eligibility of the
candidate or tire admissibility of his or her essay, the decisioui
of the Council shall be final.

7. Each. essay mnust be typewritten or printed, must be distin-
guished by a motto, and must be accompanied. by a sealed
envelope marked with the same motto, and enclosing the cairdi-
date's niame and address.

8. TIre writer of the essay to whom the prize is awarded may,
on the initiative of the Science Committee, be requested to
prepare a paper on the subject for publication in the British
Mfedical Journal or for presentation to the appropriate Section
of the Annual Meeting of the Association.

9. Inquiries relative to the prize should be addressed to the
Medical Secretary.

The Association's Annual Handbook.
Tire Anrisual Hanidbook of tire Associationi, 1930-31,

is now available. Copies cars be had by mnembers,
gratis an(l post-fr ee, oii apl)lication to tie Medical
Secretary, B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, Lonidon,
W.C.1. Primarily i,ntended as a work of reference
for honorary secretaries of Divisions arid Branlches anid
other workers of the Association, this Handbook should
pirove of interest arid assistance to all members. The new
edition is evised throughout. It contains the decisions
of tire Representative Body of the Association on matters
of policy (except tIre " Hospital Policy," publislhed as a

separate pamphlet); a sketch of the constitution an(d work-
ing of the Association, local and central; lists of the
niembers of Counicil and central committees, and of officers
and officials, local and centr al; a brief riecolrd of some
of the work of the Association in tire past year; and other
infornmation about the doings of tire Association.

Handbook for the Newly Qualified.
Tire Association's liansdbook for ltecenttly Qtialified Medical

P'ractitioniers, first pulblished in 1923, has beeni in sucih
demand tirat a second editioni becamse necessary. Tnis
cuirrenit (1926) editioni, consider ably enlargedl arid revised
tlhroulglhoult, conltainis authoritative iniformation, such as is
not available in any other single publicaticil, about a laige
number of matters affecting medical practitioners. The
volume shiouldI be found of assistance by all niembers of
tire profession, although it is issuied byr tire Associations pri-
nriarily to meet the needs of newly qualified members of
tire professioni and give useful inforanationl arid advice on
miatters known-l to be often tire suibject of douibt or diffi-
curltv to those who are planning thieir careers. It gives, itnter
atia, iirfoirnrationi as to tire mains c.areers opens to misemribers
of the professions; some practical aspects of medical woik
(includinig especially some legal and etliical aspects) regis-
tration and privileges of practitioniers; national liealth
insurance; post-graduation study arid special diplomas;
specializations; danigerous drugs regulationis; fellowxsrilrs,

schlolarshlips, studentsliips, prizes, and research grants;
indiv-idual medicail defence; the work of the Associations;
and tire work of tire Medical Insurance Agenicy. The price

of the hlanldboolo is 3s. 6d. (post free 3s. 9d.). Copies can
be liad oni applicationi to the Financial Secretary arid
Business Manager, Britislh Medical Association House,
19, T'avistock Square, W.C.1. In view of the demandl for
this book, a thlird editioni is in priep)aiatioii.

Guide to Courses and Examinations for Qualification
in Public Health and Tropical Medicine.

The attention of those of our reader-s who propose
takinig a sprecial quialificationi in public healtlh or
tropical miiedicinie is drvawni to the Gticle to Requlotions,
Couorses and Exaoininatioits for Qualifications in 1'rvblic
hlealth an1d Tropiclc Medicine anti H?/sqiene i71 Gro((It
Blritain and lielantd, by Sir Anidrvew Balfouir, director
of the Lonidoni School of Hygiene aiid Tropical Medicinie,
publisled by the Associationi. It is a valuable comnperdiuni
of iniformiiiationl on the regulations, cour ses, and exanlln.a-
tionsl for degrees anid diplomnas in public healtlt and
trol)ical miledicinie and hyvgienie, and inieludes also inforura-
tioni as to the timiies of thle courses anid thle fees p-)ayable.
Copies of the Guide can be had (price 3s., post-fiee) oni
aplplication to the lF'inianicial Seecretaryv and Biusin1ess
Manager, British MAedical Associatiois Holuse, 19, Tavistoclj
Square, W.C.1.

Prizes for Essays by Final-Year Medical Students and
Recently Qualified Practitioners.

The Counicil of the British Medical Associiation proposes
to award, in Marcelh, 1931, prizes of £25 each for the lbest
essays-" Describe and discuss cases illustratintg ilie
modern methods of the diagnosis of carlv pulnionary
tuberculosis "-by final-year medical studeints, or by regis-
ter ed medical practitionier s of niot mor e than one year's
staniding (that is, one year from date of passing of qualify-
ing examiiination), studyinig, oI w-ho hiae studied, at onle of
the me(lical schools in the iunderineintionied gr;oiups. Oine
prize of £25 will be openi for award in each of the follow-
inlg groups of schlools:
GROUP 1.-Guiy's Hospital; Lonidoni Hospital; St. Bartlioloniew's

Hospital; St. Tlhomnas's Hospital.
GROuP 2.-Charing Cross Hospital; King's College Hospital;

Middlesex Hospital; Royal Free Hospital (Lonidon Scehool of
Medicine for Womeir); St. George's Hospital; St. Mary's Hospital;
Uniiversity College Hospital; Westnminster Hospital.
GROUP 3.-Uiversity of Birminiglhani; University of Bristol;

UIniver1sity of DuIrham; University of Leeds; University of Liver-
pool. Victoria Uniiversity of Matichester; Uniiversity of Slieflield;Welsh Nationial Sclhool of Mediciine.
GROUP 4.-University of Aberdeen; Schlool of Medicine of t.lle

Royal Colleaes, Edinburigh; Univer sity of Edinburgh; Anderson
College of !?edicinfi, Glasgow; Queen Margaret College (Schlool of
Medicine for Woinen), Glasgow; St. Munigo's College, Glasgow;
Uniiversity of Glasgow; IJiUiversity of St. Andrews.
-GROUP 5.--Queen's Uniiversity, Belfast; Uniiversity of Dublin

(Triniity College); Nationial University of Ireland tUniver-sity
College, Cork; University College, Dublini; Untversity College,
Galway); Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (Selhools (,f
Surgery).
GROuP 6.-The medical schools in the Britisis Empire outside lire

British Isles.

The prizes will be awarded to the authors of the essays
deemed by the examiniers to be the best senlt in, but if nio
essay received from a group is considered by the examiners
to be deserving of a prize, no prize will be awarded in that
gr-oup. The essay must iiot exceed 5,000 words, slsouhl
be clinical in nature, and must include concise -iotes of
three cases personally observed. Essays should be plaitilv
written or typed on foolscap paper (onie side only), arid
must reach the Medical Secretary, British Medical Asso-
ciation House, Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1, not later
than January 12th, 1931. Each essay must be signed by a
pseudonym only, and be accompaniied by a signed aird
dated statement that the essay has been the bona-fi(le work
of the competitor, and that he or she cormes withi n tlIe
definition of those eligible to eniter for the competition,
together with particulars of his or her full namne,
pseudonym, address, niedical school, and (if on Medical
1?egister) miiontlh aiid year in wilich the final examiniationi
qualifying for registrationwas passed. The essays receive(d
wvill be adjudicated on by examiners appointed bv tIre
Council from amionig ii-eimbers of the Association. The
decisionof the Council will be final,
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BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD.
KENT BRANCH: ASsHFORD DIVISION.-A Imieeting of the Asliford

Division will be hield at the Ashford Hospital oII Friday, January
9thl, at 4.30 p.m. Mir. A. Dickson Wrigilht of St. Mar-y's Hospital
will deliver aRi adIress on the treatment of var icose veins,
phlebitis, and illeer (with cillermlatograpli filnii). Tea will be selrved
at the hospital at 4 p.nm. Memribers of neighbourinig Divisions will
be ver y welcomilc.
SOU7TH-WESTERN BRANCH: TORQUAY DIvISION.-Tlie anntual dinnier

and dance giveII by the Torqtiay Division in aid of inedical
charities will be ileld at the Palace Hotel, Torquay, on Friday,
Decemnber 19tli, at 7.45 for 8 p.m. Dancing and bridge, 9.30 p.m.
to 2 a.m. Tickets for dinner and dance (exclsiding wines) are
15s. each, anid for dance on'y (including light refreshments) 1Os.
each; they m!avy be obtained fr onm thie hl0on1oraIy secretary, Dr.
Cameron Davidson (Avonleighl, Acadia Road, Torquiay). Memnbers,
and their fricnds oni lholiday in the district, will be made specially
welcomne.
SussEx BRANCH: BRIGHTON DIVISION.-A ball arranged by thte

Briglhton Division. in aid of medical char ities will be held at the
Grandl Hotel, Brighton, on Friday, December 19th, from 9 p.111.
until 2 a.m. Tickets 10s. 6d., including supper and refreshmnents.

tetttings ' of ?Cranrbs anb D3iitisious.
ABERDEEN BRANCHI: CITY OF ABERDEEN AND ABERDEEN AND

KINCARDINE COUNTIES DIVISIONS.
THE inaugural meeting of the City of Aberdeen Division and
of the Abelrdeen and Kincardine Counties Division was held at
29, King Street, Aberdeen, on November 7th. Dr. J. R. LEVACK,
presideint of the Branch, presided dutring the preliminary pro-
ceedings.

Tlle rules of Divisional organization, togetlher with the revised
rtules governitng procedure in ethical imiatters and standing orders,
were a(iopte(d.
The followinig office-hearers were electe(d

(CitY of Aberdeeli D)ivision Chairmaan., Mr. F. K. Smith; Vice-
Chairm4a,n, D)r. R. Ridciards; Hoeorary Secretary and Treasurer, Dr.
Mid(dleton Cotnnoni.
Aber(leen and(I Kineardine Counties Division Chairmnan, Dr. R. Bruce,

D.S.C.;. Vice-('hairmXtan, Dr. L. B. Beddie; Honorary Secretaryh al(i
Treasurer, Dr. D. G. J. Gordon.

BIRMINGHAM BRANCIr.
A BRITISH Medical Association Lecturt e was given by DIr. R. G.
CANTI 0o1 Noveiniber 21st, at the Lyric IPictture Houise, Birmingihaml,
andI illustr-ated lby a rmicrtocinema filrns of tisstue cultures. Dr.
0. B. TRUMPER was in the chair, and introduced the lectturer to
the meeting.
The films slhowed the growth of normal fibroblasts and

wandering cells, cell division, and nuclear division. Onle of the
most interesting par'ts of the film demonstrated the intr-acellular
movnements dwn ing gr owtl, andl a ftlllher filni slhowed the arrest
of growth brougllt abotit by raditim emanation.
A vote of thlanks to the lectuirer was proposed by Professor

HASWELL WILSON, ami(i seconded by Dr. G. A. WILKES. Sonse 300
mermibers of the As-ociat,ion weroe presenit, and 200 undergraduates
of tlhe Facuilties of Medicine and Zoology of the University of
Birmingham also attended as guests of the Association. The
lecture was greatly appreciated by the audience.

CAMIBRIDGE AND HUNTINGDON BRANCH: ISLE or ELY DIvISION.
A MOST SUCCeSSfUl meeting of the Isle of Ely Division was held on
November 25th, when Mr. A. W. BOURNE, obstetric surgeon to
Queeii Charlotte's Hospital, gave a British Medical Association
Lecture on difficult labour.
Mr. Bourn.e paid special at-tention to the commoner forms of

delayed labour, and discussed the difficuilties encountered bv those
in genieral practice who undertook midwiferv. Delayed labouir
generally indicated the existence of some abnormality of the
uterine functions, or the presence of some mechanical obstruc-
tion. The chief caiise of delayed labour was the occipito-posterior
position, and Mr. Bourne gave details of its diagnosis and treat-
ment. He added that the condition was very much more common
than was generally suipposed, and that a more general recognition
of thisi fact wouild explain miany cases of delay in labour.
At the conclusioni of the ad(r ress a lhearty vote of thianks was

accor ded to Mr. Bouri-ne, on ilsc motion of Dr. C. H. GUNSON
secoiided by Dr. G. H. LUCAS. Before the lecturt e Mr. Bourne
was enter-tained at luncheon, when Dr. W. A. MURPHY, chairman
of the Division, presided, and twenty-five practitioners, some from
neighlbouring Divisions, were present.

DORSET AND WAEST HANTS BRANCH: WEST DORSET DIVISION.
A MEETING of the West Dorset Division was held on November
18th at the County Hospital, Dorchlester. A record attendance
assembled to hear Dr. Cox, thle Medical Secretary, discourse on
the subject of " The recent trend of events in the medical
world." Dr. Cox, who was received with enithusiasm, held his
audience f roin start to finish with a ost interestingo and
intriguing talk. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to him
at the close.

EDINBURGH BRANCH: SOUTH-EASTERN COUNTIES DIvisioN.
AN ordinary meeting of the South-Eastern Counties Division was
held on Novenmber 5th at the Railway Hotel, Newtown St.
Boswells, when Dr. TAYLOR was in the chair and nineteen members
were pr-esent.
The SECRETARY reported that the motion r-egarding penisions for

doctors sent up by the Division to the Aninual Representative
Meetinig had been lost by a small majority. Fuirther coinsidera-
tion of the matter was postpoined unitil the next business imieeting.

It was agreed that the annual dininer shouild be held in the
Buceletich Arms Hotel, with the samc airangements as last year.

Witlh reference to the retirement of Dr. Oliver from tlhe office
of honiorary secretary of the Division, opportuinity was taken by
Drs. FAIRFAx and MUIR to recapituilate briefly th1e seirvices he lhad
rendered to the Division and his connexion with tflie Borders.
Dr. OLIVER thianked the Division, anid stated hiis belief that tle
British Medical Association was an absoluitely democratic body,
in which the latest joined niember had equial rights witli the
Iriost senior.
Dr. JAMES YOUNG (Edinbuirgh), in an address on maternal

mortality and morbidity, referred to the greatly differing regional
mortalities found in Scotland and England, and discussed the
prevention of the toxaemias and puerper-al sepsis, wilicii together
explained about 60 per cent. of all the deaths. He atrgued that
with anite-natal care deaths fromn eclampsia could virtuially be
eliminated, and that to this end it was impor-tant to remember
that in every severe pre-eclamptic toxaemia the preanancy shouild
be terminated at once, no rnatter at wliat stage. He also pointed
out that ante-natal care prevented the serious damage to lhealth
whlichl often followed toxaemia. At the Edinbur h Royal Mater-
nity and Simpson Memorial Hospital Dr. Elsie V. Clrowe and lie
had shown that the health was severely damaged in 60 per cent.,
and mnight be descr-ibed as shattered in 30 per cent. of these.D)r. Young discussed also the question of puerperal sepsis, and
referred especially to the frequiency witlh wlich sepsis followed
normxial labour, In the Irepor-t of tlhe Departimiental Conmmittee on
Maternal Mortality and Morbidity this was responsible for nearly
one deatl in five of the total deaths analysed. The speaker gave
reasons for hiis belief that the majority of such cases must be
duig to contagioli.
At the close of his paper a general discussion took place on

questions raised by the lecturer, and mucelh appreciation was
expressed regarding the address.

KENT BRANCIH: ASIIFORD DIVISION.
A MEETING of the Ashford Division was held at Asliford Hospital
on Novrember 14th, when Dr. LITTLEDALE WaS in the chlair. Dr.
J. A. GIBB (Maidstone) delivered an address on the acute ear,
with par ticular reference to its surgical complications. The
lecture was illustrated by a series of very excellent lantern
slides. Tea was provided by the miatron and staff of the hospital.

KENT BRANCH: DOVER DIVIsiON.
A CLINICAL meeting of the Dover Division, arranged by Sturgeon
Conmmziander H. E. R. Stephens, R.N., was held at the Royal
Marine Infirrnary, Deal, on November 21st, when some thirty
menibers and friends wer-e present. The following clinical cases
were shown: separation of internal condyle of elbow; hypo-
pituitarism; appendicectomy scars of Rockey's transverse incision;
r estults of partial colectomy for carcinonia of ascending colon;
mitral stenosis following r-heumatic fever; adolescent mastitis;
burn of heel leaving a painfuil scar; Kohler's disease; perforation
of palm of hand; and epithelioma of dorsum of hand. The
pathological specimens were exhibited and microscopical slides and
dent al x-ray films were shown.
A general tour of inspection was made of the lauindry, recruits'

receiving station, incinerator, zymotic blocks, kitchens, adnminis-
t-ative block, and dispensary. The members expressed great
pleasure at the most efficient way in which modern treatment in
the Royal Naval Medical Ser vice was cailried out. During tea
a trio from the Royal Naval School of Music, Deal, played
select ions.

METROPOLITAN COUNTiIrs BRANCH: LEwISHAM DINVISION.
A CLINICAL mieeting of the Lewishiam Divisioni was held at

Lewishanm Hospital, S.E.13, on November 11th, arranged by the
medical superintendent, Dr. H. Nockolds. Cases shown by the
hlospital staff incltuded gangrene of the leg in a patient with
anterior poliomyelitis, treated by diathermiy; amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis, which commenced in the legs at the age of 3, the muscles
having been spastic from the outset; fracture of the neck of the

femlur, put uip in plaster-of-Paris in complete abduction; tuber-
csilous excavation and whispering pectoriloquy; a cavity which
developed after a nasal operation; a large submaxillary gland
tumour; an iml)becile boy, aged 10, with pseudo-hypertrophic
muscular dystroplhy and incontinence; pernicious anaemia;
lymphatic leukacnriia; and a long-standing ulcerof the leg treated
by 2-t per cent. tannic acid. Dr. J. P. BRACKEN showed x-ray
films of niyeloniatosis, double congenital dislocation of the hip,
fracture of the clavicle secondatry to carcinoma of the breast,
gastric ulcer, carcinoma of the oesophagus, and miliary tuber-
culosis. Dr. TAYLOR showed a boy, aged 7, wlho had been just
admitted, having been run over. He had sustained a compound
fracture of the left femur, with a wound six inches long. He was
being treated in a hot room with fluids, and the blood pressure
was being taken every twenty minutes; when it reached the
normal an anaesthetic would be given.

It
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METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: SOUTH-WEST ESSEx DIvisioN.
A MEETING of time Sooit li-West Essex Division was held at the
Coiinauight Hospital, Walthanmstow, on November 18th, when
twelve memnbers were pr esent;. After tea several members of the
staff showed initeresting x-r ay photogr aphs, and many cases of
both surgical and medical initerest ill the waic;s and out-patient
departmneiit. At the close of the nieet iig a vote of thanks was
accor ded to the staff of the hospit al for their kindness in
arranging such a good clinical demonstration.

SOUTHERN BRANCH: PORTSMOUTH DIVISION.
THE second scientific meet ing of the session of the Portsmouth
Division was held at the Queetn's Hotel, Southsea, on November
13th, wlhen the cliairmnall, Dr. JEANS, pr esided, and 102 members
and guests were present, of whom 82 sat down to the preceding
supper.
Dr. PARRY gave an address on criminal abortion, mentioning

the three varieties-natural, therapeutic, and criminal. After
a brief refer ence to the two formere, he dealt with the various
met hods of induicinig criminal abortion-namely, general violence
to thle body, drutigs, anid local injury to the contenits of the
literltls. No kniowni drug could be elied on to set up abortion
unless it had suich a violent action that it injured the health,
or even caused the death, of the patient. The danger of instru-
mental abortion, especially in the hands of the unskilled, was
very gr.eat. The chief of these. dangers were sepsis, haernorrhage,
shock, and air embolism; the first of these had caused an
ellorinous number of deaths. There was no doubt that the practice
was lar gely on the increase. Dr. Partry spoke of the trade in
abortifacients, amid expressed pleasure at learning that the Adver-
tisilig Association, of which Lord Riddell was president, had set
its face very strongly againist any paper inserting such notices.
Unifortunately, even at the present time, there were only too
commonly seen, especially in the religious journals and the less
reputable papers. They were thinly disguised under the name
of remedies for " female irregularities " and " obstructions,"
btut everyone knew what was meant. The law needed strengthen-
inIg: sonie colIIntries had set a good example by prohibiting the
ptliblication of adver tisements of this nature. With regard to
the legal aspect of abortion, Dr. Parry mentioned that w¶iile the
common law had recognized this as a crime for many centuries,
it was in the- reign of George III, in 1803, that it was first. made
a statutory offence, Since then tlhree further Acts of Parliament
had been passed on the subject, the last the Act of 1861, which
stated the law as it was at present.
The following took part in the subsequent-discussion: Dr. FISK

(police surgeon), Mr. G, HALL KING (solicitor), Mr. F. G. ALLEN
(Cler k of the Peace), Mr. B. J. TAY (magistrate's clerk), Mr.
PAGE (borough analyst). On the motion of Dr. M. WAY, seconded
by Mr. L. F. GLANVILLE (solicitor), a hearty vote of thianks was
accorded to'Dr. Parry for his address.

SOUTHERN BRANCH: SOUTHAMPTON DIvIsION.
T1HE opening meeting of the session of the Southamnpton Division
was held at the Royal- Souith -Hants and Southampton Hospital
on November 19th. The represenitative gave aii accouint of thle
Representative Meeting, amid members showed keen initerest in
the resolutionis passed there. In particular, need was felt for a
local medical advifory conimittee, as suggested ill the general
riledical service proposals, and it was deci(led to inquire as to
the formnation and workinig of the Newcastle comnmittee, and to
report to a later mneeting.
The chairman, Dr. DORA E. L. BUNTING, gave a most interesting

and vivid account of her visit to Catlada. Shle said that through-
out the tour the arrangements were perfect, and the hospitality
lavish. Everywliere in Canada thiere seemed to be no lack of
money for building large up-to-date hospitals. In one place
where great sums had been spent oni instiutional treatnient of
maternity cases there had been no corresponding fall in the
niaternal mortality rate.

4llational Insuranre.
THE Milister of Healthl. on Decenmber 9tlh. received a deputa-
tion fronl the National Comiference of Fr ieindly Societies. Its
object was to lay before the Minister a niutmber of resolutionis
passed at the last annual conference at Blackpool. The reso-

lutions asked that ther e should be no departuire from the
fuindaniental principles of insurance upon whicll the National
Health Imisurance Act was fouiided, and that in the event
of any attempt to link hiealth insuranice with any other social
service miot based on insturamice principles strenuous opposition
should he offered. The Minister said, in reply, that le could
assure the deputation that, in the consideration now being
given to( tlhe national insuranlce schemes, the Government had
in. naiiid omily a desire to improve them, and that no question
arose of aniy general departure from insurance principles. Otlher
quiestionis discussed included that of tlhe restoration to healthi
inlsllrallnce funds of the Exchequer granits reduced under the
Econnomy Act, time abolition of the means Iimnit applying to
nonl-corltrib)utory old age penisionis, time possibility of extending
the system of health and pensionis iiisurance to all persons on
equal terms, amid the provision of specialist and consultant
services. The positioni of persons whio, .; time law stamids, pass
out of islluralice at tile emid of this year was also considered.
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CONFERENCE OF SPA PRACTITIONERS.
TiE aniiiual conference of thle SS'pa Piractitionleers CG lutl)
was lheldl at the Br itisli Mteinical Association House oii
Niovember 21st, whlien- twelve rnelmlbers of the Group wero
l)resent, Dr. C. WN'. BUCKLEY of Btuxton being vote(d to
the clhair.

) oIiSion (of Spa Treatitient for M1embers of Frie)dly
Societiefs.

Dlr G.T. KEIIRt PHIINGLE, (hairmanl of the- Group Coini-
mittee, presenite(I a report o01 the work of that coimmitt-ee
since the pre'ioI1s coIiference. He said thtat at the 1929
Gr°oup coIIfereclie it was siulgg,ested that the British Red
Cross Society be approachied witli a view to comibiilu(d
action being takn. in or.dere to put into operation thwe
schleme, wh-Iicil originiate(1 fromn the British Spas Federation,
anid hald been approved by tie Group andl by the Repre-
sentative Body of the Association, for the plrovisioni of
spa tr eatmen-t l'oi iIlsured lelrsons In view, how-ever,
of tlhe fact tlhat the approved societies appearled to lie
concentrating, for the time being, onl -the British Red
Cross Society's Lonidoni Rlleumiiatic Clii.iic, together n ithl
the possible establislhmient of a simiilar clinic in tlhee
Midlanids, tle Group Comniiittee conisidered it aldvisal)le
to defei the questioni of al))proach to the Britislh Rcd
Cross oni the lilies suiggested at the last conference. Sub-
sequently, in October, 1930, it appeared from the ht;y
press that step)s were being taken with thie object of pro-
viding certain insurled persons with treatmitent for rhieini-
atism at the var ious spas. Inquiries ia(le on belhalf of
tile Group Commuittee eliciteed tile fact that, as there
appea:red to be little illlniediate prospect of spa treatment
becoming one of thle additional beniefits uinder the Natioiial
Healtlt Insuirance Acts, it was felt both by the -spas anld
by the relpresentatives of frienidly societies that it woulid
be advisable to endleavotlr to put the scheme, referred to
above, into operatioin, by arrangenient with any frien1(dly
society whichi wN-as in a position to adopt it. T'l1e conlimitt,ee
of the National Conference of Frien(lyv Societies had(l lis-
cu-ssed tlhe schelme witlh the British Sp1a;s Federation. alnd
liad eventually agreeed to the (leta£ils as appiroved by thie
Associatioin. It wvas tlherefore necessary to provide satis-
factory miiachiiner- for (dealinig with matters affecting the
spa practitioners whlo wi-oukld be working udieler tha scheletme,
including thie eligil)ility of those to whlonii cases wrouhl h)e
referr-ed. The G(roupl) Comumittee hiad met that mornlilln
and hia(l ma(le certain reconllend(latiolis to the conference,
whicll were then discussed. These recommendations,. as
amnenidled by thie conference, are briefly described belov,
and will, of cour se, be subject to the approval of thie
Coulncil of the Associationi, in accordance with the pro-
cedure laid down in tIme regulations governing tl-he Groulp).

It was (lecided by the conference:
1. Thiat in each area in whichl there was a spa the Di ision

should be asked to appoint a Local Spa Medimcal Committee.- (Ol-
sisting of niot nmore thani sevel Inmembers, the majority of -lwlhe
woultd be spa practitionets nominiated by members of the Grouip
ini the . area, anid that wlhere there were niot sufficient spa practi-
tionier-s to allow of this, the compositiomi of the committee siloujld
be settled by the Spa Practitiotners Grouip Comrnittee of tile
Associationi.

2. That a local administrative comnaittee slhould be appoilited
ill eaclh ar-ea comicerniied1, the cornipositioii of such committee coil-
sistiiig of equal represenltationi (tiot exceeding- thlee by eachi bolv)
of the local Spa Management, Frienidly Societies, anid the LoCal
Spa Medical Comnlittee.

3. That the decision as to time eligibility of practitioniers for
work uiider the scllelrle slhould rest witl1 the Spa Practitionwrs
Group Coniniittee of the Associatiomi, the criteria of eligibility
beimmg : (a) that he hlas lIleld lospital or other appointments afford-
inig special opportunities for acquiilirg special skill and experience
of tlic kinid r-equir ed for tile per for manice of the service renldered,
atnd has lhad actuial irecemit pr actice in performing the service
rendered or services of a similar cilaracter; or (b) that lie llas
had special academnic or post-graduate study of a subject whicti
comprises the service renidered, amid has had actual recent practice
as aforesaid; or (c) that lie is gemmerally recognized bv ot1 er
practitioners in the area as havinig special proficiency and e xp(e+-
rience ill a subject which comprises the service rendered.

4. That all cases for treatment should be taken in groups, in
strict iotationi, by tlle local spa practitioiiers on the approved

Conference of SI
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list, particulars of any cases of doubt as to suitability for
tr eatment being referred to the Local Spa Medical Comimittee.

5. That satisfactory arrangemenits would hlave to be made
befor ehalnd for the payment of fees in respect of attendanice
oii uninisulred persons in connexion with illniess otlher than that
for whlicll the patient liad beeni senit to the spa, aiid that thte
responsibilit y for suclh airr ang-emenits would rest with the frienidly
societies conicernlied.

Gr oupv (ommiittce for 19.30-3.1.
The follow inog w-erc ie-electedl inemnbers of the Spa Prac-

titioners Groul) Commllittee for the session 1930-31:
Dr. R. Ackeirley (Llandrinidod Wells).
Dr. J. B. Burt (Buixtoni).
Dr. F. Clayton (Leamington Spa).
Dr. Geoffrey Holmes (Harrogate).
Dr. G. L. Ker r Pringle (Hari-iogate).
Dr. F. G. Tlhomsoni (Bath).

Briti.sh cd Cross Societfy's 1?heueioatic Cliniic.
Dr. ACKERLEY raised the question of the average dura-

tioni of attendance of p'atients at the Br itislh Red C1o0ss
Society's Rlheumatic Clinic in LIondon. He stated tlhat it
wvas at first believed that a tlhree weeks' course of treat-
ment was necessary, but that it now appeared that the
average pieriod of atteidauiiee was about tea weeks. He
tlhought it should be pointed out that a per iod of three
weeks u-as p-robably too short. It was agr'eed that this

wi as nmore at matter for the Br itislh Spas Federation tlia
f'or the G00oul).

Spa Treatment and MedXcal Benefit undsQer the
Insurance .4Acts.

Dr. G. E. SAWbDON drewi- atteintion to his experience as
ail insur ance prl actitioiier in claimiing that the giving of
advice in connexioni itlh spa treatmen-t was a specialist
service, and not parnt of Iiis duty as ani insur ance Il)racti-
tioner. The Miiiistry of Health aggreed that the service
lie had rendered as a spa practitioier wuas not ithiin his
terms of service under the National Healthl Insurance Acts,
and he thought the Ministry's decision wvent a long u-ay
towards establislhing the principle that an insurance prac-
titioner whlo u-as admitted to he conipetent to advise on

slia treratment w as enititled(l to be remiiunierated by lisis
instured p)atieilts for thjis service.

RECENT SICKNESS EXPERIENCE AMONG
INSURED PERSONS.

AN ACTUARIAL DISCUSSION.
THE recenit investigation by tlte Governmenet Actuary (Sir
Alfred 'Watson) 'into the sickness experience of insur ed
persons, u-'hichl u-as summarized in the Supplenment of
May 10th (p. 213), uas tlle subject of a paper ead by
Sir Alfred Watson to the Institute of Actuar ies oii

Novenmber 24th.

Speakinig of the sharp i'ise in claims for sickness benefit
by wvonieii, especially married w'omeni, Sir Alfred Watslon said
that fhe finance of national health insurance originially was

imiuclh criticized on the ground that no distinction was inade
between the sexes. But in fact nio evidence was available at
that time on which such distinction could be based. It appeared
onl closer examination that the proportion of cases of inicapacity
was not much more numerous ansong unmiarried wometn than
among men, but the excess on the women's side was attributable
to the difference in the duration of claims. The reason for this,
in Sir Alfred Watson's opinion, was not so mnuclh phiysical as

economic. The nmajority of inisured men had wives aiid
dependent families, w'hereas the unmarried insulred women
had no corresponding responsibilities. Probably also the
average man in industrial employment rait more isk than
the insuired woman of losing his job if he was lobug abseitt fr:om
work.

Aniother poinit stressed by Sir Alfred Watson in addressing
his fellowv actuaries was thef large proportionl of ecoveries"
immediately on entry on the period of diminished beinefit
(disablemenit rate). Of all those who passed from sickness
bensefit to disablement benefit in 1927 (the year in relationi to

w-hich the investigation took place), and ceased to draw benefit
before the enid of the year, more than one in six " declared
off " almost immediately the benefit was reduced. Sir Alfred
Watson added that frieindly societies a few years ago would
not have tlhoiught of gettinig a secoind opinioin in a case where
there was some doubt as to the geniuimeness of the certified
in.capacity, but in view of the establishmeint by the Mirnistry
of Healtlt of a corps of regional medical officers, it must be
expected tIlat the check of a secoind opiinion would be resorted
to miore frequently.

In the coutrse of an -animated discussion, one of the actuaries
present suggested tlhat the explaniationi of the heavier claiins
of women was that their experience of insuraince had not
given them sufficienit tiune to develop group lovalties. Another
said that he accepted the fact that there was an acceleration
in the recovery rate on passing from full sickness to reduced
sickness benefit. The effect of economic factors could not be
disregarded. It was appareint at the time of the general strike
and the coal dispute in 1926, wheni sickness claims went up
markedly, thouglh it must. be reemembered that a certain pro-
portion of the claims were geniuinie oines, by people who ha(d

hunlg oin " to their job for longer thail thiey oughit to lhave
donie in view of their health, and only came on to sickness
benefit at last in the econonlic calamity. This same speaker
expressed the hope that the Minister of Health would help
the societies by defining to some extent those forms of
incapacity wlhiclh should be more particularly watched, and
the stages in the illiiess whielh shlould be noted, especially the
stages at wlhiclh referenice to the regional nmedical officer, if
necessary, miglht take place.

Ainother actuary, whlo described the doctor's certificate as
a blanik clieque oni the approved society, asked whether there
was any formn of control over the nature of the examination
wlhichl a doctor was, supposed to make. Were there arny rules
issued to doctors as to the procedure they sliould follow?
The doctor, lie said, was the first linle of defenice in the
protection of the funds of approved or frienidly societies, but
thelre were miany weak places in the linle. In the life offices,
if a medical examinier did nlot give satisfaction, he could be
treated like aiiy otlher paid servant of the company, and the
speaker appearled to bemoan the fact that the approved
societies had Ino similar control. He poiinted out, however,
certaini qu;lificatioiis which should be made in assessing recent
sickness experience. Onie of these was the fact that a larger
proportion of people thain formerly were kept alive by medical
skill, though iin a partially inivalid condition, anid were in
insurance. The figures were also swolleii bv the teriderncy to
sniake complete w-eeks of inieapacity. Onie society had discovered
that 45 per ceint. of the " declarations oii " anmong its members
occurrel oni a Satur day. The regional niedical officers, said
this same actuary, were a great advantage, but it was unfor-
tunate that a case could not be got before them within a
shorter period than eight days. With regard to married women,
his view was that they were an uninsurable proposition; at
least, if they were insiured, the rate of benefit <should be equal
only to the rate provided by the contribution, which would
mean a great reductioii in benefit, and itself would cause a
fall iIi the rate of " sickness."

Sir Alfred 'Watson, in his reply, remarked that a period of
industrial distress nieed inot alarm frienidly societies, as it
used to do. The decline in sickness claims for 1930, of which
lie was glad to learin, was not unconnected with the very
great increase in the claims oIn the unemployment fund. If
a man was eligible for one of two beniefits, humani nature
being wlhat it was, he would enter for the larger.

THE DENTAL BOARD.

Announcemnents by Dentists.
AT the November session of the Dental Board of the United
Kingdom, the chairman, the Riglht Hon. Sir Francis Dyke
Aclanid, Bt., devoted the greater part of his address from the
chair to a question which has arisen, particularly in Glasgow,
regarding annouincemnenits of deintal practice. It is stated that
in Glasgow Such annnouncements are il excess of what is usual
elsewhere. Sir Francis Acland said( that while tlie Board
had niot taken legal advice as to whether it had any power
with regard to dentists' anriouncements, he would not advise
any dentist, in reliance on that fact, to make too practical
a test of the question. The whole of the Board's action as
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regarl(ls announcements depended upon the power given to it
under the Dentists Act to report to the Genieral Medical
Couincil cases in which it had been fotunid that denitists lhad
boeni guilty of infamous or disgracefuil conduct in a piofessional
respect. If appeal were made to the High Court, he believed
that the Council would only have to sliow that the practitioner'
liad " in the pursuit of his professioni donie somethiing in regardl
to it wh-icih will be reasoniably regarded as disgraceful or dis-
honiourable by htis professional ibretlhreen of goodI repute alid
competency " (the defititioni by the High Court of " infamous
coIlduct ") for its (lecisioni to be uplheld.

Grants to Dental Schiools.
The chairmani statedI that the Board would be asked to

repleniish the fund from whliclh granits were given towards the
building anid equipment of denital sclhools. There were only
a few of these wvhich had not as vet been helped in wxhat hadl
been in many cases a complete rebuilding anid re-equipment.
T'he Board later in the session agrreed to offer the University of
B3liniiniglianii a gIranlt of £400 pel anniiuali, for- a period of five
years, towar(ls the salary of a whole-time teaclher in (leItal
clinical subjects, and to tihe University of Manchester a granit
oft £500 per annium towards the salary of a wh6le-time professor
in denitistry, and director of the denital department of the
university, subject in both cases to certaini con(litions as to
total salary and othler niatters. Votes were also approved of
£2,500 to the College of Medicinie of the Unliversitv of Durhlamtow-ards the cost of ere(tinlg a proposed new denital school on
thle site offered by the Royal V'ictoria Inifirmary, Newcastle,
aniid £1,000 towards the cost of its equipment; also of £4,000
to tile Uniiversity of Manichester towards the cost of alterationis
of, and additions to, the existing buildinigs of the denital school.

Post-Graditate DenZitol Instritction.
Oni the suggestioni of the British Denital Associatiorn, the

claisiriian of thje Board lately summinionied a conference to coIn-sider meanis whereby the facilities for post-graduate instructioni
miglht be eiicouraged an(d developed. The views of those
presenit welre ascertained, and the conference expressed the
view that a small ad hoc coniniiittee shouldl be appoinited to
conisider the questioni furtller, with a view to ascertainine
wxlbether it would be possible to provide ilistructioII of tllis kind.

ororrtl*espontilene.
FIUTURE OF MEDICAL PRACTICE.

Sinx,-At a recent meeting of a Branichi of the Association
I heard much that made me marvel. The speakei- of the
eveiihig. after nmenition of variouis schemes put forward for
reformiinlg the pi-ofessiori, w.tent on to sav that what wve wanted,
niad should see that we got, was priv'ate practice; and tlhat,
siniee the wxorkinig of any schenie depende(d upoIn the medical
professioin, doctors ouglht to find nio difficLlty in getting what
they wanited. Of a fuill-time State medical service, such ais
(lie assured thle meeting) the presenit Government had in viewv
lhe would have us beware. Of an extension of the present
panel system to the dependants of the inssured populat ion lie
was equally afraid. Of the sclheme put for-ard (on paper) by
the Association he appeared to be scornfuil. So, indeed, did
most of the membeers presenit at the meetinig. Amid after the
nmeetinig 1 heard more than oie expression of opinioni that
the Assaociation, after all, did inot represent the profession by
any means !

I learnt that, whilst the bad old days of the old clutb svstem
vere happily no more, the good old days of our lost glorious
liberties were also no more. I learnt that, xvhilst the public
in the aggregate and as iindividuials were not satisfied wvith the
doctor's working on the panlel, they and the press in general
would be solidly in favour of the doctors in any resistance they
piiglht offer to the attempts of tlhe MNlinistrv of Health and
the approved societies to curtail still further the liberty of
thie doctor ! Another thing I learnt was that any scheme for a
State medical service that might be introduced by the present
Government would fail, as there are not enough medical men
to do the work. And yet we w-ere assured that the Governi-
meat were going to allocate as many as 5,000 persons to each
doctor. This reminded me of the rubbish I once heard talked
at a meeting of the London Panel Committee-rubbish wvhicliled to the conclusion that the population of Shoreditch was
1.500.000. For, if only 10,000 doctors can be found to
staff a State service they would serve a population of

10,000 x 5,000 = 50,000.000. But, Sir, I think I have read
iii your owvii columns thiat, wlhilst the proportio of doctors
to the popuilationi in. general, aniterior to the war, w-as about
1 to 1,700, since the war the iatio was Imolre like 1 to 1,000.
Froni all of which it appears to follow that everybody, witlhout
excelption, would be placed oni the list of a State service doctor,
and the majority of doctors now in practice would be un-
eniployed-on the (lole!
The subj'ct of the address was, " Shalll the medical pro-

fession be imidependent or controlled? " But the wlhole meet-
ing appeared to lhave forgotten this, and it was assuimed that
" freedom " or " independence " exists. WVheni t pointed out
that thle fact of control was not to be questioned, as vitii',ss
the doings of the -Ministry and the approved societies, anfd
that whlat we needed was anl alteration in the forem of it, the
lecturer could not follow my meaning. And yet, as I pointted
ou-t, whilst we all pay for- the Army and the Navy and variois
other Services, the control or ordering of their activities is
vested in tlheir, owni body, tlhe specialists, who are entruisted
witli the task of providing the nation with efficient Army an(d
Navy and Colonial Services. leing themMelve-s members of those
Seinvices respectively. But, 110 The lecturlr could not under-
stanid my attitude, anid urged the view that whlat we should
strive for was private practice anid indepeindenice. He thought
it was too late to tly to deprive the approved societies of the
pomers they lhad acquired. Why, then, put uip aiiy resistance,
is whlat I wvant to know? The vote-controllinig power of the
societies was urged against me; but the speaker lhad alreadv,
atid at length, exhorted uis to go for ouir independence in the
assturanice that w e lhad the public, aind iniost of the press, on

ouir side. Of what value, thleln, is the awesome vote-controlliiig
power of the societies? Wlhose votes aie goiiig to be so pover-
ftully exercised againist the wlvole natioii? Anid does one nieed
to be outside Parliamient to learn that there does not exist, nor
ever did exist in aiiy organiized society or conmmunity, such a
fanciful tIli,.g as iindepenldence?

If, Sir, ani attempt is to be made to reorgamiize the medical
service of the State, and if the attempt is capable of realiza-
tion, all x-e need to voriy abouit is to secuire the coIntrol of our
ow-li activities. as is the case iii the Sersvices 1 lhave already
iinanied. The name giveni to the restulting service is of no con-
sequence so long as it gives good service to the p)ublic. I feel
the tirmie is here wlhen the profession should discuss this subject,make up its minid, and stanid uinited to secure conditions under
whichl it can provide the very lhighliest quality of service for the
coniniunity-conditions wlichl precluide the ignoi-ant interference
of ouitsiders.-I ani, etc.,

Act on, Dec. 3r(d. A. R. EATES.

THE TRIAL OF THE GENERAL PRACTITIONER.
SIR,-I started to iead Dr. Booth's letter in the S?upplement

of November 29th (p. 242) wvith he-iglhtenied iiiterest, as at first
I understood his title to be, "The trials of the genieral practi-
tioner," and iiot "The trial." Btut, havinig stairted to read,
I readon; and I found food for commeIt.
Dr. Booth's conitentioms that opinioiis expresse(d by those in
Ihighi places " point to "a degree of estrangement between

the public health service and the profession outside " is
corroborated by certain manifestations in low'erplaces, witness,
for one. my letter to the Supplenient of November 22nd (p. 234).

It is not for me to answer the interesting questions raised by
Dr. Booth as to the cauise of thtis general estrauigement. I work
in anisoclated practice, of a type wvhichthe Ministry oif Health
probably regards as obsolete, anid I can judge of general
niedical con(ditions omily by what 1-happens in mvown corner.
From what I see there, I think the answer to all Dr. Bootlh's
questionis is mainly in the niegative. Particularly is this the
case with regard to his last question as to whlether complete
b)ureaucratic control is not needed to bring the two sides into
amity? On this point, judging from my ow-n limited expe-
rieince, I am prepared to be more emphatic. My arnswer is an
unequiivocal No.

It is another matter 'u-len I come to the r ift whichi has
occurred between the public health service and( myself. Here
I feel myself an autlhority. I could give the reasons for our
estranigemenit with clarity and force; and the blame would
not be laid entirely on the shoulders of my lhtumble self.-
I am, etc.,

Quiarry Bank, South Staffs, Nov. 30th. F. M. SWMITH.

I

SUPPLEVENT TO THU[BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
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SIR.-I thtorouJghly enidorse Dr. Boothl's letter-, but coinsider
he puits it too mildly. In the medical press the general practi-
tiomter is frequently quoted as the foundation stone on which all
tile miew plans of treatinig the sick are depen;denit, but I have
lonig siice put this utteranice dowli as ironical. Every plhase of
the schemes puit forward by the Miiistry of Health and the
British Medical AssociatioII poinit to the utter exterminatioii
of the gemieral practitioner, as sucIh. His standiing will at best
be that of a climiical clerk. Thte schlool cliniics anid the welfare
ciliies are daily slobbingo, him of lis legitimate employment,
although he was at fir st assur ed that there was to be 11o
treatment at either establislhmienit. Ve are Inow ofteni called in,
to clear-up the fag ersds of tlheil treatmenit. I consider we are

dr ifting to mass production-all treatment to one pattern
(levised froni leadquarters at a starvation wage-all inidividual
iniitiative will be crushed. In every case at all serious the
conisultant will lhave perforce to be called in and the case

carried oni accordinig to lhis iistrnietiomIs, anid the general practi-
tionesr will dw-inidle dow-ll to a miere satellite in.stead of being
tile mailistay of thie professionl.

I ani surprised that the Colleges of Pliysicians and Surgeons
do iiot do something to protect those on whlom they have

coinferred their diplomas. Surely their Charters stand for
soomething. I strongly uirge thiat thie general practitioner is in
sore need of protectioni, antd fromii svliom should he expect it
more thjani fromn our B.M.LA. ?-I amii, etc.,
Wallin-ton, Surrey, Dec. 2nd. A. Z. C. CRESSY.

GENERAL PRACTITIONERS AN'D CANCER
INQUIRIES.

SIR,,- am instrticted to forwvar d to yotu a copy of a letter
addressed to tlhe MAiiistcr of Healtih on Deceniber 3rd, and to
request yoti to be good elnoUghll to pulblishl it.

Copy of Letter.
I am inistructed liy the counicil of the Sussex Branich of

the British Medical Association to draw youir attenition
to the following criticisms of the Circular No. 1136, datedl
July 31st, 1930, addressed to local health authorities omi
the subject of cancer.
The circular stiggests the desirability of local autiso-

rities acqtiring mole complete kmiowledge of the reactiots
hietweeln camicer anid the local commtunity, tliereby pro-

viding(r a basis orn whljich to fomnd, aftei consultationi s itli
tue lhospital and othler appropriate authorities in the area.

suclh ameliorative nmeasures as may be necessary anid prac-

ticable." The general practitioner is coimpletely ignioied
ulitil ihearly the eid of thie circular he is thien mentioned
casualIy. ahs possibly conicurri inig in the advice to be given
by the Ilealtl Depar tnerit to tlhe patienit or the relatives.
If tue procedture outlinied in tlle cirCUlair is to lhave any
sticcess it nmust be based on the general practitioner as

the. limik between the hea-lth autlhority atnd thie patienit.
The eircuilar proposes that domiciliary visits are to be

nmade by lay persotns previously uniknowti to thie patieiit.
It is difficult to see on shat grotinds this can lie defenided.
The intrusion of a stranger into the hiouse of a person

suffering from a serious and painful disease can only be
productive of harm.
Tue cirecilar asstimes that hiospital records will be freely

opein to imispectiomi by the inqalireris of the Healtlh Depart-
ment. I't is a soutnd principle that all liospital ecords

are confidenitial, and that access to thieni slould oilhy be
allowed to thie-medical practitioner or practitioners respon-
sible for the care of the patient. All inquiries with regard
to patients, many of whom never go to hospital, sliotild
be made of the getieral practitioniers respotnsible for the
patients.
The Branclh Couhicil trtists that these represemitations ivill

receive youir careftul comisideration, amid that thie circular
will be withdraw-n inl favourl of aem amended one whiicha
would bee based o0i these principles.

Ilove, Dec. 4tlh.
L. A. PA RRY,

Ilomior Secretarv, Stussex Branch,
Britislh Medical Assoeiation.

UNINFORMED CRITICISM OF INSURANCE

PRACTICE.
SIR,-As one of thie earliest stupporters of tue National

Iinsuranice Act, may I suggest thiat Dr. Giaham Little does
iot know muchl of thie suibject about wlhicil hie is writing?
Tlhere is no unreasonable restriction as regards prescribing.

Naturially Jnsusrance Committees are cautious abou' the in-
numerable remedies wlicil are suggested in the advertisemrents
wlhicli reachi uis by every post. No experinciced doctor would
use these withiout the most careful inivestigation. Instead of
limiting tise insturance schleme it needs extensioni at the earliest
possible momiienit. Dr. Gralham Little may or may not knowv
tlhatt inl tle presenit time of finianicial stress ais insurance scheme
for the so-called miiddle class would be belseficial to all cor-
cerned. BIut the most uigellt reform from every poirnt of
view is the establishlment of cliniical centres where doctors can
work in co-operation. This system is already established in
many places ins the provinces. The difficulties in London are
great, buit Ilot instuperlable.-I am, etc.,

Lond(loni, N%'.14, Dec. 14tli. H. H. MILLS.

BOOKS ADDED TO THE LIBRARY.
THE following. books were received by the Library of the Britisi
Medical Association duriing Auguist and Septenmber, 1930.
A.ispach, B. Mf. Gynlecology. FoltItli e(lition. 1929.
Association for Research in cNervous anld Mienital Diseases. Vol. vi,The Cerebelilm. 1929.
Beeston, G. N.: The Conijoinit Finals. 1930.
Bianichi, L. Fotundationis of Mental IHealth. 1930.
lllOIld-Slltton, Sir J.1: On Faith an(tI Science ih Sturgery. 1930.
Brockanlu, E. P.: Congenital Club-Foot. 1930.
Browni. W. T,., andl [Tilton, R. Physiological Prinlciples in Treatmiient.

Sixtlh e(lition. 19'0.
Clhalmters, A. K.: The Ihealth of Glasgow, 1818-1925. 1930.
Clotglh, 1P. W.: Diseas s of the Bloodl. 1930.
VIKine Conf4rence l'Uniion Iliternationale Contre la Ttibercullose, Rome,1928.
Craig, C. F. (Edlitor): Laboatory Metlhods of the U.S. Army. Third1edition. 1929.
Currie, J. t: Textbook of Hvgiene. 1930.
De Abreti, Mf.: Radiographic NCtphro-Choleeystique. 1930.
Dibblee, G. 13.: Instinct andl Tlitlititoli. 1929.
Douthiwaite, A. II. Treatment of Clhronie Arthritis. 1930.
Dtubois dle Saiijon, R. LI3ydroth6rapie M(dicale. 1930.
Dtiurnarest, F., Guillemineiit, 31., anid Rouigy, '. Pleurisies Purtilenites

Tuberetnleuses. 1930.
Dyke, S. C. Jiver in tlhe Trceatment of Petnicious and othier Anaemias.

1930.
| Evans. If. A., iind Swezv, 0. Chromosomes in Man Sex and Somatic19299.

Faegre, '.. L., and Anderson, J. E. Child Care an(d Training. 1929.
Ferguson, J. :Historv of the Ontario Medical Association, 1880-1930.
Fishlbein, M. An Ilouir on Ihealth. 1929.
Fra1itz, RM LOst6o-S3nlitse M6tallique dans les Fraettires Diaphysaires,
Gibson, A. G. :NMvcoses of the Spleen. 1930.
Gullan, M. A. Theory and Practice of Nuirsing. Third e(lition. 1930.
Heale, W., Broninier, A. P., and Bowers, A. M. Strueture and Meanirg

of Psvehoanlalvsis. 1930.
Jones, F. Wood Man's I'lace among the Mammals. 1929.
Jones, Sir R. Injuiries to Joilits. Third edition. 1930.
Keelem, J. C. Modern Otology. 1930.
Kerrison, P. D. Diseases of the Ear. Fourth edition. 1930.
Kopeloff, N. I:taii rs. Mlicrobes 1930.
Kopetzky, S. J. Otologic Surgery. Second edition. 1929.
Krehl, L. Entstelihing, Erkenntng1 un(l Belianelilng Innerer Krank.

heitem. l1d. I. Thir teenith editioll. 1930.
KromaYer, E. Cosmnetic Treatment of Skin Complaints. 1930.
Kuintz, A. Auitonomic Nervous 5Svstem. 1929.
Landrv, A. : L'Ivgify&ne Ptibliqtue en France. 1930.
Lesn6, E., and Coffin, M. Les Vomissements chiez le Nouirrisson. 1930.
Levine, S. A. : Coroniary Thrombosis. 1929.
Light, A. B., et al. Opiuin Addiction from the Narcotic Wards of

Plhiladelphiia Genieral Itospital. 1930.
Lister, It. Aids to Zoology. 1929.
McCollum, E. V., aLndl Simmonds, N. Newer Knowledge of Ntitrition.

Fourthi edition. 1929.
McConnell, J. K. lSlhoter Convalescence. 1930.
Matekenzie, Sir C.: Actioni of Aluecles. Second e(lition. 19'0.
McKenzie, D. : Diatheriyi, AlMedical and Surgical, in Oto-Laryngrology.

1930.
Macleod, J. J. R. Physiology and l3iochemistry, in Mfodern Medicine.Sixthl edlition. 1930.
Mtaguire, F. A. : Anatomy of tIle Femiale Pelvis. Second edition. 1929.
Atarriott, W. MeK Inifant Nuttritioli. 1930.
Martini, J. L., and De Griuelhy, C. : Salvaginig 01(l Age. 1930.
Martinelli, C. (Editor) Lezioni di Medicina Biologica. 1930.
Michielet, L. La Vie d'Aiiubroise Pare. 1930.
Itorrev, C. B. Fuindamileritals of Bacteriology. Fouirthi edition. 1930.
M3yers, B. Modern Inifatit Feeditig. 1930.
Nicolle, C.: Naissance, Vie et Mlort des Maladies Infectieuses. 1930.
Paterson, D. Sick Children, I)iagnosis amitl Treatiielit. 1930.
Pearl, R. To Begin Wlithi. 1930.
Plarr's Lives of the Fellowvs of the RoYal College of Suregeons of

Englanid. Two voluimies. 1930.
Reedgrove, If. S., and Foan, G. A. : Paint, Powder, and Patches. 1930.
Rhineliart, D. A. Roetitgenographic Techniqtue. 1930.
Roberts, 38.: Serpent's Faig. 1930.
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Rogers, Sir L., and Megaw, J. W. D. Tropical Mledicine. 1930.
Ross, Sir R. Metnories of Sir Patrick Mlansoll. 1930.
Scamlmon, R. E., a(nd Calkins, L. A.: Growtll in lie Fetal Periodl. 1929.
Sehildler P., and Kauders, 0. Hypnosis. 1927.
Seiffrt, anud MuNiieller. F. Manu al of Physical aind Clinical Diagnosis.

Tlausltth-d bv E. C. An(drtus. 1930.
Sellew, G.: Ward Admninistration. 1930.
Shore, IV. T. Trial of Browne and Kennedy. 1930.

Sparr, E. C. Car e of Cllldren in the Tropics. 1930.
Stander, Ir. J.: Toxaemias of Pregnancy. 1929.
Stone, E. L. The New-Born Infant. 1929.
Stopfor(l, J. S. B. Sensation and tile Senlsory Patllway. 1930.
Wa';ird, 1I.: Charles D)arwin. T1he Man alnl his Warfare. 1927.
Warren, S. Syniopsis of the Practice of Preventive Medicine. 1929.
Watson, F. Civilization an(l the Cripple. 1930.

Williams, F. E.: Some Social Aspects of Mental Hlygiene. 1930.
Woodwortli, R. S. : Psychology. Eighth ((litiOn. 19'0.

12ahat atlir Atilitarv Appaintn£ntsi.
ROYALr NAVAL MIEDICAL SERV ICE.

Suirgeon Commian(ders F. E. Fitzmnallrice to lie Pemnbroke, for hI.1.
D)ockN ard, Clhatllam; C. G. Sprague to tile Virid, for R.N. Barracks,
Dlevonport; G. B. Cockrem to tile Hazikinsx; 11. B. Parker to tile
President. for three months' post-graduate couirse; L. A. Moncrieff to
the Tiger.

ROYAL NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE.
Prohationary So rgcon Soldlieultenanlts T. Colvr and J. C. Livingstone

to bse Surgeon Stiblietitenants.

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.
Lieultenant (on probation) J. Beggs resigns his (onimlission.
Lieutenant E. S. O'Sullivan relinquisihes hlis telmiporLary commission.

ROY'AL AIR FORCE 'MEDICAL SERVILE.
PIobaatinary Surgei n Lietutenant 11. T. Rylance (R.N.V.R.) is granted

a tempnolary aOIlIlsisilohlis a Flying Officer, wvith seniority of Novemilber
l9til, 1930.

TERRITORIAL ARM%IY.
ROYAL An-y MEDICAL CORPS.

Lieutenant L. F. Richmond (late R.F.A., T.F.) to be Lieutenant.
TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS ROYAL ARMy MEDICAL CORPS.
Captain F. WV. Bury, from active list, to be Captain.

COLONIAL MEDICAL SERVICES.
The following newv appoint,men,.s are annotuneed: Dr. W. C. E.

Dianliond, Medical Officer, Malay States; Dr. 1). 1'. Tturner, Melical
Otffleer, Somaliland; Dr. J. A. Loewenthal, Medlical ofnicer, Uganda: Dr.

W. 11. PeneDok, Deputv Director of Health Services, Nigeria (transferred
fremiii SielFra Leone); Dr. H-. N. Tutrnier, M%ledical Offleer of Ilealtli,
Barinigo Distr ict atid Townsalips, Kenva; Dr. P. P. D. Connolly, MTedical
Officer of Hlealtli, Uasin Gistit and Tranis Nzoia Districts and Townships,
Kenya.

VACANCIES.
An,RnEDE.N RoY%L INFIRMARY.-Assisl.tant Surgeon to Dental Department.

Ac'cRINGTON 'it'lTORIA HoSIITAL.-11.S.
BIRMINGIIAM: GENERAL IIOSPITAL.-(1) ResidWnt Anaesthetist. (2) H.P.

(3) Two 1 .S.

BIiePL0 VICTORIA Ios0.PITAL.-Junior IT.S.
BRADI)FOROD CIu.DREN'S ITosPiT%A..-lion. Suirgeon.
BRADAFORD: ROYAL INFIRIMARY.-Ilon. Assistant Surlgeon.
BRIGHTON: ROYAL SusssX COUNTY I1OSP'ITAL,.-Casualty H.S. (Inale).

BRISTOL CORPORtTION.-Medical Superintendent, Hlortham Colony for
Mental Defectives.

BRISTOL GENERAL HOSPITAL.-(1) Two II.P. (2) Two hI.S. (3) Resident
Obstetric 0. (4) H.S. to Special Departnetits. (5) Casualty H.S.

BIuRNLEY VICTORIA HOSPITAL.-TWO II.S. (male).
C'ARDIFF ROYAL INFIRMARY.-Two Hon. Assistanit Surgeons.
DA Ill ANGToN GENERAL HOSPITAL.-H.S.
l)ERBY COUJNTY MENTAL hOSPITAL.-Junior A.'M.O.
DL-RHAM COUNTY HOSPITAL.-Two Male Il.S.
IIOSPITAL OF ST. JOHN AND ST. ELIZABETH, 60, Grove End Road, N.W.8.-
Gynaccological Surgeon.

HOSPITAL FOR SICK CIHILDREN, Great Ormond Street, W.C.1.-Part-time
Jlinior C.O. (non-resident).

IIULL ROYAL INFIRMARY.-(1) SecondI 11.S. (2) 11.S. to Ophthialmnie and

Throat h)epartments. (3) Casualty 11.3. (4) Thlir(d II.S. (5) I1.P. at

Sutton Branch.
INSTITUTE OF RAY THERALPY, Camden Road, N.W.-R.M.O.
INVEIN.NESS-SIIIRE COITY'Y COUNCIl.-As-istant M.O.H. for Otiter IslandIs

District.
LEAMINCTON SP.A WARNEFOITD GENERAL IIOSPITAL.-(1) Resi(lent 11.P. (2)

Resident II.S.
LEEDS CITY.-Medical Superintendent of the City of Leedls Sanatoritum.
LE1(ESTER ROYAL INFIRMARY.-(1) IlOn. Pliysician. (2) Hon. AsSistanit

PlI sician. (3) B.P.
I,1VERPOOL ROYAL INFIRMARY.-Hon. Surgeon to Lock Department.
I,IXERPPOOL SANATORIUM, Delamere Forest.-Assistant to thle Medical Super-

intenderit.
.MANCI!ESTER ROYAL INFIRMKRY.-Junior H.S. and C.O. (lady) at Central
Brachll.

MARIGARET STISEET IIOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION, W.l.-Hon. Assistant
Phi\ysician.

NA'l o,NiL HOSPITAL, Qtueen Squiare, W.C.1.-(1) Ilon. Assistant Surgeon.
(2) lIon. Stirgial Assistant.

NOTTINGHAM : GENERAL JIOSSPITAL. H.S.
PRESTON COetINry BoeO usii.-Junior R.M.O. at Slaroe Gire(n TTospital.
POPLAR IHoPiTAL FOR ACCIDENTS, E.-Senior Resident Otfficer.
ROCHE-.TER: ST. BARTHOLOMEWV'S HIOSPITAL.-H.P.
ST. MAtRK'S IIOSPITAL FOR CANCER, FSSTULA, ETC., City Road, E.C.1.-

S.LFORD ROYAL 11OSPITAL.-CaSualty II.S.
SHEFFIEL.T) CITY.-Assistant Tuberculotis Officer.
SHJEFFIELD: JESSOP HOSPITAL FOR WSOMEN.-Tlhree Assistant If.S. (male).
SHEFF1ELD ROYAL IIOSPITAL.-(1) Ophithialmic II.S. (2) Resi(lent Anaesthletist.
SHEFFIFLD ROYAL INFIRMARY.-Ophthalmic I.S.
SOUTHAMPTON: ROYAL SOUTH HANTS AND SO)1, rl.iMPTON IIOSPITAL.-

(1) Senior 1f.S. (2) IT.P. (3) Two Assistan1t 11.S.
Sour!i SHIELDS: HARTON IIOSPITAL.-X-ray and Ultra-violet Ray Operator

(nion-resident).
SLUN)ERLAND: CHILDRFN'S hOSPITPL.T-(1) 11.S. (2) 11.1'. Females.
S(OtTHGATE URBAN DISTRICT COUNC.L-M1.0M.11.
SAVANSFA COUNTY- BOROU-cG.- Lads- A.M.0.
SW ANSEA GENERAL AND EYE h)OSPITAL..- l.P. (male, iTiiiAnariie(l).
SX ANSEA IHOSPITAL.-Seliior Residenit Officer (male).
WALSALL GENERAL HOSPITAL.- I.S.
W}ARWICKSHIRE AND COVEINTRY JOINT COMMITTEE FOR TUBERCULOSIs.-Senior
A.MO.(. at King Edward VII Memorial 8anatoritiumi, llertford 1ill.

WVESTON-SUPER-MARE GENER AL IIOSPITAL.-R.H.S.

This list o0 vacancies is compiled fr-otn our advertisement columns,
where full particulars will bc found. To elnsue notice ill this
column advertisernLts niust be recived not later than the fir-st
post on Tuesday morning.

rttIIJ gItEtAsseflation.
OFFICES, BRITISII NEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE,

TAVJ1STOCK SQUARE, WV.C.1.

Departments.
SUBSCRIPTTONS A,ND ADVERTISEMeNTS (Financial Seeretaryv ancl Business

M1anager. Teleglrams: Articulate Westeenit, Lollnlon).
MlEDICAL SECRETARY (Telegrams: Medisecra Westcent, London).
EDITOR, BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL (Telegrams: Aitology Westcent,

London).
Telephlone n;-nibers of BRitish Me(7ical Association and British Medical

JouSrTial, Mustum 9861, 9962, £863, and 9864 (internal exchange,
four lines).

SCOTrISII MIEDICAL SECRETARY 7, Drlniiisheugli Gardens, Edinburgh. (Tele-
gramiis: Associate, Edinbtrglh. Tel.: 24361 Edinbuirgh.)

IRISIH MsDICAL SECRETARY 16, South Frederick titreet, Dublin. (Tele-
gram-s Bacilluis, Dublin. Tel.: 4737 Dublini.)

Diary of the Association.
DECEMBER.

19 Fri. Briglhton Division: Grand hlotel, Brighton, 9 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Ball.

Torquay Division: Palace Hotel, Torquay, 7.45 for 8 p.m.
Annual Dinner and Dance. Dancing and Bridge, 9.30 p.m.
to 2 a.m.

30 TAles. London: Central Ethlical Committee.
31 Wed. London: Hospitals C'oMmi'tee.

JAINUARY.
2 Fri. London: Ptiblic Ihealth Committee.
6 Ttles. London: Organization Committee.
7 Wed. London: Medico-Political Committee.
8 Thuirs. London: Insurance Acts Committee, 11.30 a-m.
9 Fri. London: Dominions Committee.

Asliford Division Ashford Ilospital, 4.30 p.m. Address by
Mr. A. Dickson Wriglht.

13 Tties. Londlon: Mental Deficienlcy Committee, 2.30 p.m.
28 Wed. London: Council.

APPOINTMENTS.
BAlL.Y, Hlamilton, F.R.C.S.Eng., Stirgeon, Royal Northern Ilospital,
Lonldon.

GRAY, St. George B. Delisle, F.R.C.S.Ed., Assistant Surgeon, Royal
Alexan(dra Hlospital for Sick Children, Brighton.

POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES.
LIvERPOOL UNIVERSITY CLINICAL SCHOOL AN-TE-N ATI. (v.IANiC9.-Rov al
Infirmarv: Mon. andI Tllhrs., 10.30 a.m. laternity hlospital: Aull.,
Ttoes., Wed., Thurs., and Fri., 11.30 a.m.

BIRTHS, MIARRIAGES, AND DEAT'HS.
Y'he chryge for iDsertislg announcemnent of Births, Marriages, and

Deaths is 9s., which sumn should be forwarded with the notice

siot later than the first post on Tucsday snor-ning, in order to

ensure insertiont in the cur-rent issue.

BIRTH.

SALISBIRY.-On December 7t11, at Woodlands, Billing Road, Northlampton,
to Collstance, wife of Walter Salisbtury, M.D., M.S.LoIId., F.R.C.S.Eng.,
a dautghter.

DEATHS.

FOSTEIR.-On December 13tll, at Grasmere, 85, Omberslev Roal, WNorcester,
Ar-tllutr Foster, M.D., Barrister-at-Law

N-\IALL.-On December 12th, at Kinkora, New Road, Chatllam, Wl'illiam
George Ni'll, M.D., M.Ch., R.U.I., aged 68 years.

STIDSTO.N.-On 15th inst., Charles Alua-rnon Stidston, D.S.O., AT.D
bilovl hms,aT.l' of Olive Stidston of 14, Waterloo Road, Wolver-
hampton, aged 49.

Printed and published by the BAritisli Medical Association, at their Office. Tavistock Square, in the Parish of St. Pancras, in the County of London.
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