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AUTHORS desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate with the Office,
429, Strand, W.C., on receipt of proof.

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRES.-The telegraphic address of the EDITOR of
the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL is Aitiology, London. The telegraphic
address of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL is Articulate. London.

TELEPHONE (National):-
2631, Gerrard, EDITOR, BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.
2630, Gerrard, BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
2634, Gerrard, MEDICAL SECRETARY.

9' Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects
to wuhich special departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
are devoted will be found under their respective headings.

QUERIES.

DETACHED RETINA is anxious to know if there is any society in
existence which grants pecuniary assistance to blind persons
-for example, a man who through loss of sight is without
resource and unable to provide for himself and family.

GENERAL PRACTITIONER writes: I have read with interest Dr.
Maclachlan's article on the importance of drainage in septic
conditions of the uterus; but I should like to ask the author
how the curved glass tube is kept in position in the uterus
for three weeks. It is surprising to me that it does not slip
down.

EZRI writes: Is electricity of use in promoting the supply of
milk in a young mother, which early in lactation threatens to
cease? If so, what form of electricity should be employed,
and in what manner? What other means, including the
administration of drugs, might be employed, apart from the
ordinary free consumption of liquids?

FEE FOR ANAESTHETIST.
AN old practitioner residing about seven miles from the centre

of London asks what fees would be considered proper for an
anaesthetist under the following circumstances: Operation,
prostatectomy, performed in two parts. It was performed in
the suburb, and the anaesthetist had to travel from London
on two occasions. The surgeon's fee was 100 guineas.

*** The fee should be 10 guineas. As the surgeon has not
charged mileage the anaesthetist would probably make a
similar concession, although he is entitled to charge this in
addition to the 10 guineas.

DYERS' GREENWOOD OR MAIDEN BROOM (" GENISTA
TINCTORIA ").

DR. JOHN STEED (Staunton-on-Wye, Hereford) writes: I should
be glad if you could tell me whether the enclosed plant has
any known poisonous properties. It is called here " Maiden
Broom," and on the advice of a local herbalist was taken as a
decoction for " pain in the back " by a patient of mine. This
was followed by giddiness and tingling in the hands and feet
and a spastic condition of the legs, especially the right. The
patient attributes the symptoms to the decoction. After
ten days the symptoms have not passed off entirely, but are
much better.

*** The plant sent is Geniista tinctoria, commonly known as
"Dyers' Greenwood "; it has been used in America and else-
where to a small extent as a purgative, emetic, and diuretic.
Its constituents do not appear to have been fully investigated,
but scoparin (the diuretic principle of the common broom,
Cytisus scoparius) has been obtained from it. Poisonous prin-
ciples have been obtained from closely allied genera, especi-
ally from the seeds, and it is worth noting that the specimen
sent is bearing numerous pods containing seeds.

VACCINATION BY PRIVATE PRACTITIONER.
K. asks what is the mode of procedure in the case of a private
practitioner vaccinating a child? What forms, if any, are
necessary? The parents in this case have not received any
notice, the child being under 3 months. What is the usual fee
charged the parents, and what fees, if any, does the Local
Government Board or other responsible Board allow to private
practitioners for the operation?

* (1) It is not usually correct to say that parente have
not received " any notice." When the child is registered the
registrar supplies Form A, with full instructions to the parent.
(If, as is not likely to be the case, the registrar has failed to
supply Form A, application should be to the registrar.) (2) The
usual fee charged by private practitioners for vaccination
varies from 2s. 6d. to 5s., or even lOs., according to the scale
usually charged any particular family. (3) The Local Govern-
ment Board does not allow any fee to private practitioners for
vaccination, nor does any other "responsible Board." (4) The
only form required by the private practitioner is Form A
(mentioned above), on which he certifies successful vaccina-
tion. This form is stamped, and should be sent to the
vaccination officer by the parent or the doctor.

ANSWERS.

RuSTY-Cuss.-Pregnancy is more likely to occur during the
week following menstruation than at any other time, but
there is no period in the monthly cycle at which pregnancy
may not occur.

NERVOUS FLATULENCE.
DR. J. MCOSCAR (Buxton) writes: My father, an M.D. in the

seventies had a patient suffering from nervous flatulence
(alcoholic) and used to give acid carbolic pill nuj, one tobe
taken when needed. This instantly relieved the patient.
Since then I have always given it with good results.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

DR. A. G. CARMENT (St. Andrews) asks if any others have
come across the following form of parasiticism: While
recently in Sarawak I found a larval ixodine parasitic
on a species of Mansonia, mosquito, and on looking up recent
works on tropical medicine found no mention of ticks para-
sitic, except on mammals and birds. After making a thorough
examination of dogs and hens in the vicinity, and of a cap-
tured monkey, it was apparent that this larval tick belonged to
a different order; in fact, those found on both dogs and hens
belonged to the Rhipicephalinae, the larvae of which had no
eyes, while this larval tick, of which I found ten specimens,
and always on the same species of Mansonia, had eyes. I did
not find an adult corresponding to this ixodine. A friend
in Sarawak told me he often got ticks on him when out in
the jungle shooting, and recently sent me one specimen, but
it turned out to be the same as those mentioned above,
Haemaphysalis leachii.

MAJOR R. J. BLACKHAM, R.A.M.C., informs us that on returning
recently from India he found that extracts from a paper by
him, published in the Journal of the Royal Sanitary Institute,
had been embodied by the proprietors of St. Ivel cheese in an
advertisement. Major Blackham addressed a letter to the
proprietors protesting against this use of his paper, and the
proprietors inform us that they have withdrawn the adver-
tisement in question, though they point out that the
advertisement did not suggest that Major Blackham had
specially recommended St. Ivel cheese. We are glad that
they have taken this course, for members of the medical
profession properly object to their scientific observations
being embodied in advertisements setting out the merits of
a particular commodity.

A WARNING.
Miss FRANCES EDE (Upper Berkeley Street, Portman Square,
W.) writes to warn the profession in London against a well-
dressed man of about 30, who took some silver articles from
her waiting-room a few days ago. She adds: He spoke with
a foreign accent and presents a card with a foreign name
(varied). He wore " fairy " pince-nez and carried a book and
a parcel, and was clean-shaven, but called elsewhere without
glasses and carrying nothing. He showed knowledge of me
not given by my doorplate, and named a friend, who has no
knowledge of him. Two people here could identify hipn. My
telephone No. is 1773, Mayfair.

LEATHER MAKERS AND ANTHRAX.
DR. LLEWELYN WILLIAMS (Wrexham) writes to point out that
the inventor of the formic-mercury process for the disinfec-
tion of hides, referred to in a paragraph in the JOURNAL of
July 15th, p. 134, is Mr. Alfred Seymour-Jones, of Wrexham,
who is an authority on questions connected with the manu-
facture of leather. We believe that the fact has already been
mentioned in the JOURNAL, but are glad to have this further
opportunity of calling attention to Mr. Seymour-Jones's
investigations.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADYERTISEMENTS IN THE
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.

£ s. d.
Eight lines and under ... ... ... ... 0 4 0
Each additional line ... ... ... ... 0 0 6
A whole column ... . .. ... ... 2 13 4
Apage ... ... ... ... ... ... 8 0 0

An average line contains six words.
All remittances by Post Office Orders must be made payable to

the British Medical Association at the General Post Office, London.
No responsibility will be accepted for any such remittance not so
safeguarded.
Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager,

429, Strand, London, not later than the first post on Wednesdaymorning
preceding publication, and, if not paid for at the time, should be
accompanied by a reference.
NOTE.-It is against the rules of the Post Office to receive voste

restante letters addressed either in initials or numbers.

A CORRECTION.
IN line 4 of Dr. H. J. Thorp's reply to " Countryside " on irrita-

tion of the skin (BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, July 22nd, p. 196),
read acid carbolic 80 minims, and in the last 1ine " spiced "
for " special," the amended clause to read, " and no spiced
food or alcohol."
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